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“ABOMINATIONS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE”

I. Introduction 

A. You may have heard about the strange worship service that was held last 
month at a mainline Lutheran congregation in the state of New Jersey.  

1. The purpose of this service was to provide an opportunity for the 
church to acknowledge and bless the gender transition of its pastor, 
a woman named Rose, by renaming her as Peter.  

2. As you know, this notion of transgenderism is becoming more and 
more mainstream in our culture, and this in spite of the fact that it 
is so obviously absurd.  

3. As Princeton philosopher Robert George puts it, “Changing sexes is 
a metaphysical impossibility because it is a biological 
impossibility.”  

4. And in the words of Paul McHugh, a professor of psychiatry at the 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, “Transgendered men 
do not become women, nor do transgendered women become men.  
All (including Bruce Jenner) become feminized men or 
masculinized women, counterfeits or impersonators of the sex with 
which they ‘identify.’  In that lies their problematic future.” 

5. The reason why transgenderism is being so widely embraced is 
because it is the logical result of our culture’s rejection of external 
authority and the natural order that God has woven into his 
creation.  

6. Because the advocates of transgenderism are committed to such a 
radical form of human autonomy, they contend that a person’s 
DNA and physical anatomy are not determinative of his or her 
gender. 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7. Now, it is bad enough when we see such confused thinking being 
embraced in the broader culture, but it is absolutely appalling to 
see this happening in an organization that identifies itself as a 
Christian church.  

B. The renaming ceremony held at that New Jersey church is a contemporary 
example of the sort of thing that Ezekiel saw in the vision that is described 
in this passage.  

1. The two chapters that we have just read are the first half of a vision 
that extends to the end of chapter 11.  

2. This is evident when we look at the last two verses of chapter 11, 
where the prophet writes, “And the Spirit lifted me up and brought 
me in the vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles.  
Then the vision that I had seen went up from me.  And I told the 
exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me.” (Ezek 11:24–25 
ESV)  

3. The part of the vision that is described in chapters 8 and 9 shows 
that Israel had become corrupt to its very core.  

4. The abominations that they set up in the temple were participated 
in by both men and women, and even by the leadership of the 
nation, represented in the seventy elders.  

5. The depictions in chapter 8 of the kinds of worship that were being 
offered in the temple are the equivalent of those “Coexist” bumper 
stickers that use the symbols of various world religions to spell out 
the word “Coexist.”  

6. The religion of God’s people had become syncretistic and 
idolatrous.  

7. And this text makes it clear that the Lord is not at all pleased with 
such “interfaith” worship.  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8. On the contrary, this is the very thing that incites him to pour out 
his wrath upon the city of Jerusalem.  

II. A Visionary Journey  

A. Our text begins by identifying the time and occasion of the vision that is 
described in chapters 8 through 11.  

1. The date reference given in verse 1 computes as September 18, 592 
BC on our calendar.  

2. This was fourteen months after the vision that the prophet received 
back in chapter 1.  

3. As you may recall, in that opening vision Ezekiel was given a 
powerful reminder of the transcendent glory of the God he was 
called to serve.  

4. Here in this vision, he will be spiritually transported to the temple, 
the place where God caused his glory to dwell.  

5. And while he is there he will be shown the wicked things that 
God’s people were doing in that holy place.  

B. As for the occasion of the vision, we are told that the prophet was sitting 
in his house in Babylon with the elders of Judah present with him.  

1. These men had a role of spiritual and civil leadership in Israel.  

2. They had come to Ezekiel’s house in hopes of getting a prophetic 
word from him.  

3. It is likely that they had heard reports of the predictions of the 
imminent end of the exile by the false prophets back in Jerusalem, 
as well as the dire warnings that were being given by the Lord’s 
true prophet Jeremiah.  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4. They probably went to Ezekiel in hopes of learning which side was 
right. 

C. The other thing that we are told in the first paragraph of our text has to do 
with the nature of the experience that Ezekiel had here.  

1. He tells us that the hand of the Lord fell upon him.  

2. In other words, God suddenly grasped hold of his consciousness.  

3. Then Ezekiel saw one who looked like a man who appeared as fire 
from the waist below and as gleaming metal from the waist up.  

4. The same man appeared in the vision that Ezekiel had back in 
chapter 1.  

5. This man’s glorious appearance leads some to see him as a 
manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ.  

6. Whether or not that is correct, this figure like a man is the one who 
sets the rest of the vision in motion by picking Ezekiel up by the 
hair at this point in the vision.  

7. Then the Spirit of God takes over and transports the prophet all the 
way back to Jerusalem from his place of exile in Babylon.  

8. When Ezekiel arrives at the temple in the vision, he sees that there 
is an “image of jealousy” stationed at the entrance to the inner 
court.  

9. Presumably, it had been set there in hopes that it would guard the 
city against invaders coming from the north.  

10. It is called an image of jealousy because it provokes the Lord to 
jealousy.  

11. As Ezekiel reminds us in verse 4, the glory of the Lord was in that 
place.  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12. This was God’s temple, his dwelling place.  

13. God will not share his glory with anyone or anything.  

14. He jealously guards his glory, and so should we.  

III. Four Instances of Idolatry  

A. In the next part of the vision, we see the Lord taking Ezekiel on a tour 
through the temple complex, showing him a series of abominations that 
are progressively more heinous.  

1. This is described by one commentator as a “parade of cultic 
iniquity.” [Block, 287]  

2. The first thing that Ezekiel is shown is the statue that provokes the 
Lord’s jealousy.  

3. Then God calls Ezekiel’s attention to the wicked things that his 
people are doing in his house and states the effect of their evil 
deeds.  

4. These people are driving the Lord out of his sanctuary.  

5. This is what happens when churches persist in setting aside God’s 
Word and conforming themselves to the pattern of the world.  

6. Eventually, God withdraws from such churches.  

7. There may be plenty of people who keep coming to the worship 
services, but God is no longer attending them.  

8. This is why it is so important for the church to keep a close watch 
over the ministry with which it has been entrusted.  

9. When churches tolerate falsehood and immorality, they drive the 
Lord away.  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B. After this initial instance of idolatry, each successive instance is introduced 
by the phrase, “But you will see still greater abominations.”  

1. The downward progression here reminds us of the slippery slope 
principle.  

2. This is what happens when sin is left unchecked.  

3. When sin is not confronted and repented of, worse sins follow.  

4. And notice how this passage clearly teaches that some sins are 
worse than others.  

5. While all sin deserves God’s judgment, all sin is not equal. 

6. Some sins bring greater dishonor to God and greater harm to 
people. 

7. Some sins express greater defiance or indifference toward God. 

8. Some sins are done by people who have a greater level of 
responsibility or who have had a greater experience of grace.  

9. The fact that this is true should not cause us to have a tolerant 
attitude toward lesser sins.  

10. On the contrary, it should make us all the more watchful against 
them, since we know that they lead to greater sins.  

C. In verses 7-13, Ezekiel is brought to the entrance of the court and is told to 
dig through a hole in the wall so he can see what is going on inside it.  

1. When he does this, he sees idolatrous engravings of all sorts of 
animals, something that is reflective of the kind of religion that was 
practiced by the Egyptians.  

2. And among these images are seventy elders of Israel, and they are 
burning incense in the presence of these false gods, probably 
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because they think that this ritual will ward off a coming disaster.  

3. There is also a specific individual named here, a man named 
Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan.  

4. This man was a member of one of Jerusalem’s leading families, a 
family that had been loyal to the Lord during the time of Josiah’s 
reforms.  

5. The fact that a man from this family was involved in the idolatry 
that is being described here underscores how widespread the 
spiritual corruption in Israel really was.  

6. Here are the leaders of the nation, doing the kinds of things that 
pagans do.  

7. Moreover, they are rationalizing this by saying that the Lord cannot 
see what they are doing, and by complaining that he has 
abandoned them.  

D. The third instance of idolatry is described in verses 14-15.  

1. Here the prophet is shown a group of women weeping for 
Tammuz.  

2. This was a Mesopotamian god who had supposedly been banished 
to the underworld.  

3. One of the central rituals in the worship of this false god was to 
offer up a lament for him.  

4. This is what the women in this vision are doing.  

5. Another ritual associated with the worship of this false god was the 
use of cultic prostitution to secure agricultural fertility.  

6. These women are Israelites, yet here they are participating in a vile 
false religion.  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E. The last instance of idolatry is described in verses 16-18.  

1. Here, as Ezekiel is brought to the inner court of the temple, he sees 
a group of men who have their backs turned to the temple and are 
looking out toward the east so that they can worship the sun.  

2. Not only does this fall under the prohibition against worshipping 
other gods in the first commandment, but it is also explicitly 
forbidden in Deuteronomy 4:19.  

3. These are the people of God, and they are bowing down to a 
created thing while turning their backs on the Creator.  

F. After showing Ezekiel these abominations, the Lord then points out how 
the people added to all of these cultic evils by committing all sorts of 
social evils throughout the land.  

1. God also says that the people “put the branch to their nose,” which 
seems to be referring to some kind of insulting physical gesture.  

2. These people are living in blatant rebellion against the Lord.  

3. As a result, the die has been cast and the end is about to come upon 
them.  

4. Even if they were to cry out to the Lord with the loudest of voices, 
he will not hear them, and he will show them no pity.  

IV. The Execution of the Wicked  

A. This brings us to chapter 9, where it is the Lord who cries out with a loud 
voice, summoning the executioners whom he has appointed to carry out 
the death sentence upon the city of Jerusalem.  

1. In response to this summons, six men come forth, and each is 
carrying a weapon for slaughter in his hands.  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2. And there is also a seventh figure, a man clothed in linen, the fabric 
worn by priests, and instead of a weapon he has a writing case.  

3. The Lord addresses this seventh figure first, instructing him to 
place a mark on the foreheads of all of those in Jerusalem who 
mourn over the evils that are being done by God’s people.  

4. In the Hebrew, this mark is the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet, 
the letter Taw. 

5. This letter was sometimes used as a mark of ownership, which 
suggests that the Lord is claiming these people as his own.  

6. Also, in the Hebrew script used Ezekiel’s day, this letter was 
written in the shape of an X, a fact that led some early Christian 
interpreters to see this as a foreshadowing of the cross of Christ.  

7. This marking out of the faithful is also the background for the scene 
in the book of Revelation where those who have been sealed on 
their foreheads by God are spared from the judgments that come 
upon the rest of the earth.  

8. The basic idea here is that God is going to preserve a remnant 
among his people.  

B. After giving instructions concerning this remnant, the Lord commands the 
executioners to slaughter all of those who have not received the mark on 
their foreheads.  

1. This recalls the first Passover in Egypt, except that now it is 
Israelites who are being slaughtered.  

2. And the judgment is exhaustive, extending to all parts of society.  

3. Old men, young men, maidens, small children, women — everyone 
who is not marked for deliverance is doomed to be slain.  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4. And the slaughter will begin at the sanctuary, the place where all of 
the abominations were happening.  

5. The elders who led the people astray will be the first to be slain.  

6. Because the people defiled the temple with their idols, the temple 
will now be defiled by being filled with corpses.  

C. As Ezekiel sees this scene of devastation unfolding in the vision, he is 
overwhelmed by the horror of what he is seeing.  

1. He falls on his face and cries out, “Ah, Lord GOD!  Will you destroy 
all the remnant of Israel in the outpouring of your wrath on 
Jerusalem?”  

2. Now, for Ezekiel, the term “remnant” referred to the city of 
Jerusalem and its inhabitants.  

3. While Israel used to cover a much larger area of land, at this point 
in its history the nation had been whittled down to one city.  

4. Ezekiel is concerned that this judgment will mark the end of the 
nation.  

D. The words that the Lord speaks in response to Ezekiel’s cry seem to 
confirm the prophet’s fears.  

1. Because of Israel’s great guilt, God will not have any pity upon 
them.  

2. They will receive the judgment that their deeds deserve.  

3. The city is doomed to be destroyed.  

4. And yet, even as the Lord speaks these distressing words, there is a 
ray of light. 

5. It comes in the very last verse of the chapter, as the man who had 
been tasked with marking out the faithful reports that he has 
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completed his job.  

6. There is no indication of how many he found to place the mark 
upon, but there will be some who will be preserved.  

V. Conclusion 

A. One of the lessons that this passage teaches us is that spiritual 
disintegration takes place from within the church.  

1. When God’s Word is set aside, all sorts of other things move in to 
take its place. 

2. And when that happens in a church, even though the church keeps 
on doing its thing, God is no longer there.  

3. This is a warning that the church must heed in every generation.  

B. Another lesson that this text shows us is that our God always preserves a 
people who will remain loyal to him.  

1. A Christian is someone upon whom the Lord has placed his mark 
of ownership.  

2. If you are a Christian, your life is no longer your own.  

3. You belong, in body and soul, both in life and death, to your 
faithful Savior Jesus Christ.  

4. He has fully satisfied for your sins, and he so preserves you that all 
things must be subservient to your salvation.  

5. And he makes you sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live 
for him.  

6. Sometimes it is costly to live for him.  

7. But in the end, it is far more costly not to live for him.  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8. For the Lord will keep his people through all their trials and 
troubles, but the wicked will not stand in the judgment.  
 


