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“GOD’S RESPONSE TO IDOLATRY”

I. Introduction 

A. Two of the things that God makes very clear in his law are that his people 
are not to worship any other gods, and that we are not to worship him in 
whatever way we please.

1. The first commandment forbids us from worshipping other gods, 
and the second commandment forbids us from making visible 
representations of our God.  

2. The reason why God spoke so strongly against idolatry was 
because idolatrous worship was an integral part of the world in 
which Israel lived.  

3. Just about everyone worshipped multiple gods and incorporated a 
wide array of practices into their cultic rituals, some of which were 
inherently evil.  

B. When the Israelites entered the Promised Land, they were commanded to 
root the idolatry of the Canaanites out of the land.  

1. The Lord told them, “You shall make no covenant with them and 
their gods. They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you 
sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare 
to you.” (Ex 23:32–33 ESV)  

2. Israel did not heed that warning, and the Lord’s word proved to be 
true.  

3. The false gods and false worship of their pagan neighbors became a 
snare to them.  

4. As we study Ezekiel 6 tonight, we will see how the Lord responds 
to idolatry.  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II. Idolatry Ended 

A. Our text begins with the Lord commanding Ezekiel to speak an oracle 
against the mountains of Israel.  

1. This is reflective of the topography of that region.  

2. The land of Palestine is situated on a ridge that runs from north to 
south.  

3. The reason why this oracle was spoken against the mountains was 
because Israel engaged in their idolatry at the “high places,” some 
of which were literally situated on mountains and hills.  

4. Prior to the building of the temple, God permitted sacrifices to be 
offered in different locations in the Promised Land.  

5. But that came to an end when the appointed time came for the 
central sanctuary to be established.  

6. Nevertheless, many Israelites continued to participate in the 
idolatrous worship that was offered at other locations throughout 
the land.  

7. One of the reasons why this appealed to them was because it was 
more convenient to worship at local altars than to travel all the way 
to Jerusalem to participate in the temple’s sacrificial system.  

8. Another reason why they were drawn to the worship offered at the 
high places was because it offered more flexibility in comparison to 
the worship offered at the temple.  

B. Convenience and flexibility are factors that sometimes affect how people 
approach worship today.  

1. Some people find it more convenient to watch television preachers 
than to join an actual church and attend its worship services 
regularly.  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2. Some people make their decision about where they will worship 
based on how flexible a church is willing to be when it comes to 
accommodating people’s personal preferences.  

3. We need to remember that the Bible speaks against these kinds of 
attitudes.  

4. While we no longer have one central place of worship under the 
new covenant, the New Testament does issue the command not to 
neglect gathering together with God’s people.  

5. It may sometimes be inconvenient, but it is what God calls us to do.  

6. And when it comes to flexibility in worship, the Scriptures says that 
the acceptable way of worshipping God is not according to the 
imaginations and devices of men, but only according to what God 
has prescribed in his Word.   

C. The oracle that is pronounced by Ezekiel in this passage makes it clear that 
the Bible does not have a tolerant attitude toward manmade religion and 
manmade worship.  

1. The term that Ezekiel most often uses to refer to idols associates 
those idols with excrement.  

2. That is how the Lord looks upon the gods that people devise for 
themselves.  

3. Ezekiel’s oracle declares that the Lord is going to bring an end to 
Israel’s idolatry.  

4. The altars will be left desolate and broken.  

5. The dead bodies of those who prostrated themselves before idols 
will be strewn around those idols.  

6. Notice that these idols can neither defend themselves nor those 
who worship them.  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7. This tells us that manmade religion is not only an offense to God’s 
holiness but is also an exercise in futility.  

8. Manmade gods have no power to help those who worship and 
serve them.  

D. We should also note that while the Israelites were presumably sincere in 
their idolatrous worship, this did not change the fact that it invoked God’s 
wrath.  

1. Many people today operate on the assumption that the only thing 
that matters when it comes to religion is sincerity.  

2. The Bible provides no support to that way of thinking.  

3. No matter how sincere a person is about his religious views and 
practices, if those views and practices are contrary to the Word of 
God they fall under God’s judgment.  

III. A Remnant Preserved 

A. While the Lord was angry at his people for their idolatry, he did not 
utterly wipe them out when he brought an end to their idolatrous 
practices.  

1. Many were slain at the hands of the Babylonians, but some were 
left alive.  

2. And notice that God says that he is the one who will leave this 
remnant alive.  

3. This underscores that although God uses secondary agents to carry 
out his judgments, he is the ultimate agent behind all that takes 
place.  

4. When Babylon destroyed Jerusalem, God determined who would 
be slain and who would be spared.  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B. The Lord says that those who escape the coming destruction will 
remember him when they are living in exile.  

1. The term “remember” often has covenantal significance in 
Scripture, and this is surely the case here.  

2. The point being made is that God is going to use the evils that 
befall this remnant to humble them and to work repentance in their 
hearts.  

3. They will see how their unfaithfulness has broken God’s heart.  

4. Notice how their sin is described here.  

5. They are said to have a whoring heart that went whoring after their 
idols.  

6. This is an image that is used elsewhere in the prophetic writings.  

7. It is the dominant image in the book of Hosea.  

8. It is developed more extensively later in Ezekiel, especially in 
chapters 16 and 23.  

9. The Lord uses the imagery of prostitution to teach us that when 
those who confess to belong to him turn away from him, it is a 
matter of spiritual adultery.  

C. God also says that this remnant will see that he has been broken over their 
whoring heart.  

1. Here we see that the Lord is not just angered by our sin.  

2. His heart is broken by it.  

3. And in his grace he causes the remnant that he preserves to see this 
and to mourn over their unfaithfulness.  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4. This is what it means when it says in verse 9 that “they will be 
loathsome in their own sight for the evils that they have 
committed.”  

5. God works repentance in us by giving us a godly grief for our sin.  

6. This is something flies in the face of one of our culture’s most 
deeply-held assumptions.  

7. Many people think that the way to be happy is to have high self-
esteem.  

8. The problem with this is that what is considered to be high self-
esteem is often just an exercise in self-delusion.  

9. While people may feel better about themselves when they ignore or 
downplay or excuse their sinfulness, this doesn’t actually do them 
any ultimate good. 

10. We need to see our loathsomeness before we are able to see the 
sweetness and beauty of God’s grace in Jesus Christ.   

D. This middle paragraph in the chapter concludes with another occurrence 
of the statement, “And they shall know that I am the LORD.”  

1. This phrase, which is referred to by scholars as a “recognition 
formula,” appears frequently throughout the book of Ezekiel.  

2. It tells us that God uses his providential ordering of events, 
especially in times of catastrophe, to remind his children that he 
really is Lord over all.  

3. Here in verse 10, the emphasis is upon how the Lord will work 
through the evils that befall his people to teach them that his 
warnings were not made in vain.  

4. We all know how parents sometimes make idle threats, saying 
things like, ‘If you do that again, I’ll ground you for the rest of your 
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life.’ 

5. When parents do that, it is clear that the threat will never be carried 
out. 

6. Children are smart, and if their parents issue those kinds of 
warnings with any regularity, they quickly realize that they don’t 
need to take them seriously.  

7. But we should never think this way about the warnings that God 
gives in his Word  

8. He never says anything in vain.  

IV. A Thorough Judgment 

A. The emphasis in the last paragraph of this chapter is upon the thorough 
nature of God’s judgment on Israel’s idolatry.  

1. It begins in verse 11 with the Lord commanding Ezekiel to carry out 
another set of symbolic gestures.  

2. This time, the prophet is told to clap his hands, to stamp his foot, 
and to sigh in anger before announcing the doom that is about to 
come upon Israel.  

3. These are the kinds of expressions that people use to show their 
anger towards others.  

4. Here they display God’s disposition towards his people.  

5. God is angry with them for turning away from him and whoring 
after their false gods.  

6. If you have ever been the object of another person’s seething anger, 
anger that was so intense that it had to be visibly expressed, you 
know that that can be a pretty unnerving experience.  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7. Well, consider how much more unnerving it would be to face the 
burning wrath of the all-powerful and all-holy God.  

8. This is what is being expressed in verse 11.  

B. As Ezekiel describes the judgment that is about to take place, he lays 
emphasis upon the extent of the devastation that it will produce.  

1. People will fall by sword, famine, and pestilence.  

2. The judgment will affect those who are far and those who are near.  

3. The slain will lie among the idols on every hill and mountaintop 
and under every tree.  

4. What we see here is that God gives no quarter to those who persist 
in their idolatry.  

5. This is something that is confirmed by the testimony of history.  

6. In the words of one commentator, “The course of human history is 
strewn with the shattered remains of human imagination, and the 
corpses of deluded idolaters.” [Block, 239]  

V. Conclusion 

A. John Calvin was right when he said that the human heart is an idol-
making factory.  

1. We give things other than God the loyalty, love, and trust that 
rightly belong to God alone.  

2. We have an innate inclination to fashion God into whatever we 
want him to be.  

3. Among all of the wicked things that people do, these are the things 
that the Lord placed at the top of the list when he summed up his 
moral law in the Ten Commandments.  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4. Idolatry is a direct offense to God’s majesty, glory, and holiness.  

5. This is why God’s response to it is so severe.  

B. It is also why becoming a Christian involves turning from our idols.  

1. As Paul said in his first letter to the Christians in Thessalonica, 
“you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” (1 Thess. 
1:9-10)  

2. Unmitigated wrath is coming upon this world for its idolatry.  

3. The devastation that befell Israel at the hands of Babylon was 
merely a shadowy preview of what lies in store for idolatrous man.  

4. But by God’s grace we are in Christ, who is the true God and 
eternal life.  

5. That being the case, let us always be careful to keep ourselves from 
idols.


