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“THE CALL OF A PROPHET”

I. Introduction 

A. Nobody likes to be the bearer of bad news.  

B. Nevertheless, there are times when bad news has to be delivered, and 
someone has to be sent to deliver it.  

C. Such was the case when Ezekiel was called to be a prophet of the Lord.  

D. I doubt that he would have found much gratification in the negative 
aspects of his prophetic duties.  

E. He was given an unpleasant message and he was sent to an unreceptive 
people. 

F. As we study his account of his call this evening, we will consider the 
things that it teaches us about the mission that has been given to Christ’s 
church.  

II. Sent to a Rebellious House (2:1-7)  

A. In the opening paragraph, we see how Ezekiel was sent as a prophet to a 
rebellious house.  

1. As you will recall from last week’s sermon, the first chapter ended 
with Ezekiel falling on his face in response to the vision that he was 
given of the glory of the Lord.  

2. Now the Lord speaks to him and commands him to stand on his 
feet. 

3. Notice that God addresses Ezekiel by the title “son of man,” a name 
that is used for the prophet over 90 times throughout this book.  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4. As you may know, Jesus frequently refers to himself as “the Son of 
Man” in the Gospels.  

5. In fact, it is Jesus’s most frequently used self-designation.  

6. On Jesus’s lips, “Son of Man” is a Messianic title drawn from 
Daniel 7, a title that Jesus preferred because it was not in use as a 
Messianic title among first-century Jews.  

7. In Ezekiel, “son of man” is used in a different sense.  

8. It sets Ezekiel’s humanity in contrast to the divine glory of the One 
who is sending him.  

B. We see in verse 1 that God tells Ezekiel to stand on his feet, and then in 
verse 2 it says that the Spirit entered into Ezekiel and set him on his feet.  

1. We get the idea that Ezekiel was too slow to respond to God’s 
command, leading the Lord to send his Spirit to cause him to do 
what he had been told to do.  

2. This is the first of several indications in this passage that Ezekiel 
was reluctant to embrace the call that God was extending to him.  

3. As I have already noted, Ezekiel was not being given a pleasant 
task. 

4. The message that he was sent to proclaim was not going to make 
people love him.  

5. Some of the methods that he would be told to employ in delivering 
his message would bring him significant discomfort and even make 
people wonder about his sanity.  

6. While Ezekiel would not have known much about the specific 
aspects of his prophetic calling at this point, his vision of God’s 
glory seems to have given him an indication that it was going to be 
an unwelcome job.  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7. That being the case, he does not jump at the opportunity to enter 
into the prophetic office.  

8. Yet the Lord will not be refused.  

9. So he does for Ezekiel what he will promise to do for all of his 
people later in the book:  “I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 
rules.” (36:27)  

C. After the Lord has caused Ezekiel to do what he commanded him to do, 
he tells him about the people to whom he is being sent.  

1. Consider the three terms that are used in verses 4 and 5 to describe 
the people of Israel.  

2. First, they are “impudent.”  

3. In the Hebrew, this is literally ‘stiff of face.’  

4. This describes their refusal to listen.  

5. Second, they are “stubborn.”  

6. In the Hebrew, this is literally ‘hard of heart.’  

7. This describes their inward condition as one that is utterly 
hardened by sin.  

8. And third, they are a “rebellious house.”  

9. This describes them as a people who are utterly insubordinate to 
authority.  

10. Can you imagine a church with a pulpit vacancy trying to attract a 
new minister with this ad:  “Impudent, stubborn, rebellious 
congregation seeks new pastor”? 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11. This is what Ezekiel was facing.  

12. And he had no choice in the matter.  

13. He was not free to choose his audience or his words.  

14. This is a picture of the task that has been given to the church.  

15. The church is called to proclaim the gospel to all the peoples of the 
earth, knowing full well that these people are in rebellion against 
God. 

16. Like Ezekiel, the church is given the mandate of speaking God’s 
Word to the nations, regardless of how it is received.  

III. Given Words to Speak (2:8-3:15)  

A. This brings us to the next part of our text, where the prophet is given the 
words that he is to speak.  

1. Notice what the Lord says to Ezekiel just before giving him the 
message that he is to proclaim.  

2. God tells him to listen to his words and to not be rebellious like the 
house of Israel.  

3. Here is another indication that Ezekiel was not very enthusiastic 
about what the Lord was calling him to do.  

4. Even though he was a priest, he was subject to the same 
temptations as his fellow Israelites.  

5. The fact that God warned him not to be rebellious reminds us that 
we need to be on guard against being infected by the rebelliousness 
of those around us.  

B. After issuing this warning, the Lord told Ezekiel to open his mouth and 
eat a scroll, a scroll that was filled front and back with words of 
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lamentation and mourning and woe.  

1. Scrolls typically only had writing on one side, so the fact that this 
scroll has writing on both sides is significant.  

2. This tells us that the message that Ezekiel is being given is complete 
and cannot be amended in any way.  

3. The same principle applies to the church’s mission today.  

4. We are not to tweak the gospel or dress it up in fashionable garb in 
hopes of gaining a hearing.  

5. Our task is simply to declare what the Lord has set forth in his 
Word. 

C. As for the content of the message on the scroll, it is not very appealing.  

1. Lamentation, mourning, and woe are unpleasant topics, yet Ezekiel 
is being told to ingest and internalize this message.  

2. This makes it all the more surprising that when he eats the scroll, 
he finds that it is as sweet as honey in his mouth.  

3. Here we see that the Word of God will always be sweet to the 
believer, because it is the expression of God’s holy will and the 
revelation of his being.  

D. After giving Ezekiel the message that he is to proclaim, the Lord reminds 
him of the people to whom the message needs to be delivered.  

1. God tells him that he would get a better response if he was sent to a 
people who spoke an entirely different language, a people who 
wouldn’t even be able to understand what he is saying.  

2. A foreign people would listen, but Ezekiel is being sent to the 
rebellious house of Israel, a people who have a hard forehead and a 
stubborn heart.  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3. So the Lord promises that he will emotionally equip his prophet for 
this calling.  

4. Ezekiel will be given a forehead that is just as hard as those of the 
people to whom he is being sent.  

5. There is a sense in which we all need the same kind of equipping 
from the Lord.  

6. We need to have thick skin as we strive to bear witness to Christ in 
the rebellious culture in which we are living.   

E. The next thing that we see in the passage is what would appear to be the 
climactic end to the vision.  

1. Verses 12 and 13 say, “Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard 
behind me the voice of a great earthquake: ‘Blessed be the glory of 
the LORD from its place!’ It was the sound of the wings of the 
living creatures as they touched one another, and the sound of the 
wheels beside them, and the sound of a great earthquake.” (Ezek. 
3:12–13 ESV)  

2. This is a glorious moment!  

3. But Ezekiel is not caught up in it.  

4. Even as the Spirit lifts him up and takes him away, he goes forth in 
bitterness.  

5. The hand of the Lord is bearing down on him, imposing this calling 
upon him, and he is not happy about it.  

6. As he returns to the place where he lives among his fellow exiles, 
he sits down in stunned silence.  

IV. Set as a Watchman (3:16-27)  

A. After letting Ezekiel remain in his overwhelmed state for seven days, the 
Lord came to him and further described the ministry to which he was 
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calling him.  

1. God told Ezekiel that he made him a watchman.  

2. In the ancient world, a watchman was stationed on a tower to look 
for the approach of an enemy.  

3. In a similar way, the Lord was setting his prophet on sentry duty to 
warn Israel of the judgment that was about to fall upon them.  

4. People do not like to be told about impending judgment.  

5. In Ezekiel’s day, warnings about the coming destruction of the 
temple would have sounded treasonous to the Jewish people.  

6. In our day, the church’s call to repent in the face of the coming day 
of judgment is an offense to people’s self-esteem and an 
unwelcome distraction from their pursuit of pleasure.  

7. Yet Ezekiel’s message of woe proved to be true in time, and the 
same will be true with the church’s message.  

B. Next, the Lord warns Ezekiel of the responsibility that has been laid upon 
him in his prophetic office.  

1. He needs to declare the message that he has been given to the 
people to whom he is being sent.  

2. If he fails to do so, he will have to answer for the blood of these 
people when judgment comes upon them.  

3. While he is not responsible for how they respond to his message, he 
is responsible for delivering that message.  

4. This is a lesson that the church always needs to keep in mind.  

5. God does not expect us to get people to repent and trust in Christ.  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6. Only the Holy Spirit can do that.  

7. The thing that God commands us to do is call people to repentance 
and faith.  

C. Our passage ends by describing God’s response to the prophet’s 
reluctance to embrace this commission.  

1. Ezekiel will be shut in his house, bound with cords, and unable to 
speak to the people. 

2. Now, we might wonder how this can be reconciled with the fact 
that Ezekiel is given actions to perform and words to speak in the 
chapters that follow.  

3. The answer is that this confinement and muteness are not absolute.  

4. The point being made here is that the Lord will not let Ezekiel do or 
say anything on his own.  

5. He is now bound to the Lord’s service.  

6. He will be God’s mouthpiece, so that when God opens his mouth 
he will declare exactly what God has given him to say.  

V. Conclusion 

A. The account of Ezekiel’s call to be a prophet of the Lord teaches us several 
important lessons about the nature of the church’s prophetic task.  

B. Like Ezekiel, we are sent to people who are rebellious and stubborn, 
people whose hearts are so hard that only the Holy Spirit has the power to 
make them responsive.  

C. Like Ezekiel, we are called to proclaim the message that God has given us, 
nothing more and nothing less.  

D. And like Ezekiel, we have been stationed to sound the warning about the 
judgment that will soon come upon all of those who persist in their 
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rebellion against the Lord.  

E. It is not for the church to communicate the message entrusted to us 
through clever gimmicks or innovative methods.  

F. Rather, the church is to persist in faithfully proclaiming the whole counsel 
of God, with all the members of the body of Christ supporting this work 
through their prayers, their service, their witness, and their good works.   
 


