
He Works All Things  
According to the Counsel of His Will 

About  two  thousand  years  ago,  when  Jesus  rode  into  Jerusalem  on  a 
donkey, his disciples and other followers had big ideas about what was 
unfolding.  They thought that the kingdom of God was coming in glory.  
When events took a far different turn later that week,  their  hopes were 
dashed.  Yet what seemed to them a thwarting of God’s purpose was in 
reality the very means by which that purpose was carried out.  The cross 
reminds us that, no matter what man does, and no matter what unforeseen 
circumstances  arise,  nothing  can  in  any  way  frustrate  God’s  plan  of 
salvation. (see Eph. 1:11)  

Consider these thoughts from Herman Bavinck: 

“The counsel of redemption is not a human enterprise whose 
carrying  out  depends  upon  all  kinds  of  unforeseen 
circumstances and is therefore highly uncertain.  It is a counsel 
which is carried out with absolute certainty, because it  is the 
decision of God’s gracious and almighty will.  As it is fixed in 
eternity, so it will be carried out in time.”1

What a comfort this is to us in our current circumstances!  Though there is 
so much in our world that is unsettling and uncertain at this point in time, 
the purpose of God is a matter of absolute certainty.  We can be confident 
that  God’s  providential  government  over  all  that  is  taking place in  this 
world is being carried out in service to his plan to save his elect.  In the 
words of Richard Sibbes, “there is as great mercy and love hid in taking 
away blessings as in conveying of them… When God has a purpose to save 
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a man, everything shall  help him homeward.”   In one way or another, 2

according to his perfect wisdom, our God will see us through this virus and 
its aftermath, and he will bring us safely to our eternal home.
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