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(sermon available at www.graceopcnh.org by 11:00 a.m.)

Opening Scripture Reading:  Psalm 118:26-29
Opening Prayer — ask God to help you glorify him, and pray for his presence and blessing

Hymn 613  “Give Thanks unto the Lord Jehovah” — click title for text and tune online

Reading of God’s Law:  Matthew 22:34-40
Prayer of Confession

Almighty God, our transgressions are multiplied before you, and our sins testify 
against us.  We hope for light, but we so often walk in darkness and gloom.  
Again and again, our feet turn back from following you and run to evil.  Our 
minds frequently turn to thoughts of iniquity.  Left to ourselves, righteousness 
stands afar off from us and truth is lacking in us.  But your hand is not 
shortened, O Lord, that it cannot save.  When you saw that there was no one to 
intercede on our behalf, your own arm brought salvation by sending the Man of 
your right hand, the Son of Man whom you made strong for yourself:  the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  For his sake, give ear to our plea for mercy and forgive all our 
sins.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!  Let your face shine upon us, that we 
might be delivered from all that stands opposed to you, and that nations may 
come to your light.  Amen.

Promise of Forgiveness:  2 Corinthians 8:9
Confession of Faith:  Heidelberg Catechism 6-8

6 Q.  DID GOD CREATE MAN SO WICKED AND PERVERSE?   
A.  No. God created man good1 and in his own image, that is, in true righteousness and 
holiness, so that he might. truly know God his creator, love him with all his heart, and 
live with him in eternal happiness for his praise and glory. 

http://www.graceopcnh.org
https://hymnary.org/text/give_thanks_unto_the_lord_jehovah


7 Q.  THEN WHERE DOES MAN’S CORRUPT HUMAN NATURE COME 
FROM?    
A.  From the fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise.  This 
fall has so poisoned our nature that we are born sinners – corrupt from conception on.   
8 Q.  BUT ARE WE SO CORRUPT THAT WE ARE TOTALLY UNABLE TO DO 
ANY GOOD AND INCLINED TOWARD ALL EVIL?   
A.  Yes, unless we are born again, by the Spirit of God. 

Hymn 252  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” — click title for text and tune online

Prayer of Illumination

Old Testament Reading:  Lamentations 3:1-33

New Testament Reading:  Matthew 26:36-46
Sermon: “The Lord Will Not Cast Off Forever” — outline:

(I) Under the Rod of His Wrath
(II) His Mercies Are New Every Morning

Prayer of Intercession — This can be done by one individual or as an open time of prayer in which 
all family members participate.  Spend time praying for the advance of the 
gospel both at home and abroad, for church leaders and missionaries, for 
your family and our church family, for your neighbors, for those who are 
afflicted, for our civil leaders, for mercy and relief amidst the spread of the 
coronavirus.  Conclude by praying the Lord’s Prayer together (below).

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil:  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Hymn 257  “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” — click title for text and tune online
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