
NEWS RELEASE 
 
 

WHAT:  SUMMER SOUL – STICE SERIES 
 
 WHEN:  9:30 AM – TUESDAYS, JUNE 9 and 23, JULY 7 and 21, AUGUST 4 
 
WHERE:  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8TH AND MULBERRY STREETS 
 
 
First Presbyterian Church is sponsoring its fourth Summer Soul-stice Series, scheduled every other 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room at the church, 8th and Mulberry Streets.  The 
Series begins June 9 and runs alternate Tuesdays through August 4.  The Series is eclectic in nature, 
this year exploring “Being … a Life of Service.”  The Series explores different, creative and often 
artistic ways of incorporating one's life and work into service to others.   
The informal sessions are facilitated by a variety of leaders who encourage discussion and learning.  
Time for each segment is about one hour – and the entire Series is free and open to the public, with 
child care provided if requested.      
 
The Summer Soul-stice Series for 2015 includes: 
 
June 9 – Being … a Life of Service: Creative Intentionality led by Conrad Snider, ceramic artist 
 
June 23 – Being … a Life of Service: Last Is First?! led by Fr. Frank Coady, pastor of Sacred Heart 
Cathedral 
 
July 7 – Being … a Life of Service: Many Sunrises led by Debbie Wagner, visual artist 
 
July 21 –  Being … a Life of Service: The Sound of Angels led by RoJean Loucks, harpist 
 
August 4 – Being … a Life of Service: a Field Trip to Sunflower Adult Day Services located at 401 
West Iron   
 
 
Further explanation of each offering: 
 
June 9 – Conrad Snider, ceramic artist from Newton, KS, is thoughtfully intentional about how he 
spends his time.  He considers what kind of impact his work will have on individuals and the 
communities who come in contact with it, and hopes to encourage people to think about the world 
around them.  He is selective about his projects, carefully discerning WHY he is interested in a project .  
Come, listen to this creative, intentional process – and see how that has reflected in his work. Conrad's 
presence in Salina is significant, not only his work but also the many residency experiences he has led.  
Some examples are the ceramic figures at the Municipal Court, “Points of Contact” at First 
Presbyterian Church, and a current project – the Santa Fe entrance to the Salina Art Center. 
 
June 23 – Father Frank Coady, pastor of Sacred Heart Cathedral, plans to explore Jesus's teaching 
where modern psychology emphatically agrees: the only way to gain your life is to lose it.  To be first is 
to be last, and to be last is to be first.  This “paradox of Christian life,” known and practiced since 
biblical times, is the only way to true happiness and fulfillment.  During the hour we will look at some 



examples, both spiritual and secular, and follow with a discussion about our own personal experiences 
with the search for meaning and happiness, our successes and maybe even our failures.   
 
July 7 –  Debbie Wagner has always been artistic but her view was dramatically changed in 2002 when 
surgeons removed two pear-sized tumors from her brain.  As she fought her way back to being able to 
function, she began starting her days with gratitude by painting the sunrise.  Now in her 10th year of 
daily recording the morning sky, her sunrises have become a comfort to many and the reminder of 
joyful events to others.  Debbie will talk about her work, and share how her personal journey became 
an international story that merged into the life stories of hundreds of others.    
 
July 21 – RoJean Loucks is a harpist and played for her husband when he was hospitalized with a 
terminal illness.  Frequently other patients, family, and medical staff who were within earshot would 
comment on the positive effects of the music on them as well.  Her experiences during that difficult 
time led her to serve others who were ill or dying, playing music that provided them with a sense of 
calm and emotional release.  Today she shares her gift in many ways: teaching others to play the harp, 
providing music that augments worship, adding festive elements to wedding ceremonies, and delivering 
comfort during memorial services.  RoJean will guide us through a musical meditation and show us, by 
the very nature of the ethereal sound of the harp, we can be led to a place of serenity.   
  

August 4 – plan to meet at Salina's Sunflower Adult Day Services, a center which serves two important 
functions: to offer support and respite for the primary caregiver who has made the decision to keep a 
family member at home and to enhance the quality of life of the older or disabled adult through a 
structured day activity program. The services offered at Sunflower are both therapeutic and creative, 
primarily right-brain oriented and with a strong emphasis on the arts.  Director, Mary Sue Wells, will 
show us the facility and then lead an informal discussion following the tour.   (Note: meet at 9:30 AM 
at 401 West Iron.  Park in the lot west of the building or in the city lot across 9th Street to the east.) 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 


