
NEWS RELEASE 
 

WHAT: SUMMER SOUL – STICE SERIES:  DO JUSTICE … LOVE MERCY … 
         ARE YOU KIDDING?! 
 
WHEN: 9:30 AM JUNE 6 AND 20; 12 NOON JULY 11, 25, AND AUGUST 8 
 
WHERE: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8TH AND MULBERRY STREETS 
 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church is sponsoring its sixth Summer Soul-stice Series, scheduled every other 
Tuesday in the Chapel at the church, 8th and Mulberry Streets, unless otherwise noted.  Also note time 
differences: June 6 and 20 at 9:30 AM; July 11, 25, and August 8 at 12 noon.  The Series is eclectic in 
nature, faciliated by leaders who have a story to share as well as to encourage discussion and learning.  
Time for each segment is approximately one hour.  The entire Series is free and open to the public. 

 
The theme for this year’s Series, Do Justice … Love Mercy … Are You Kidding?!, arose out of the 
separateness and polarization we, our friends, the community, the state, the country, the world seem to 
be in these days.  Whose side are you on – and if you're on the “other” side, you're flat-out wrong!  So 
how do we talk with each other, how do we listen to each other, how do we love one another even in 
our differences?  The Series hopes to explore these questions from several standpoints – through the 
eyes of an artist, a psychologist, a theologian, and activists involved in two community outreach 
programs based on restorative justice principles.  What does the Lord require of us?! 
 
The Summer Soul – stice Series for 2017 includes: 
 
June 6 – Engaging Through Expression led by Matthew Burke, artist and teacher; 9:30 AM  (Note  
     location: Salina Art Center Warehouse at 149 South 4th Street) 
 
June 20 – Living with Differences led by Paula Fried, pyschologist; 9:30 AM 
 
July 11 – Finding Justice … Offering Mercy led by Janell Murphy and Ann Zimmerman, mediators  
     with Salina Initiative for Restorative Justice (SIRJ); 12 noon 
 
July 25 – Looking for the Divine: What Would Jesus Do? led by Father Frank Coady, pastor and  
     theologian; 12 noon 
 
August 8 – Reaching Out From Within led by Gerald Gillispie, LaNay Meier, and Diana Smith,   
     volunteers at Ellsworth Correctional Facility; 12 noon 
 
 
June 6 – 9:30 AM:  Matthew Burke is this year's Salina Art Center's Artist-In-Residence and Smoky 
Hill River Festival Artist.  He believes the expression of meaning is a basic human need and requires 
three components in order for the individual to honestly and fully felt heard or witnessed in her/his 
expression; a thought, a means of fabrication, and a feeling. In short, the head, hands (body), and heart 
are the organs through which we express our human-ness. There is no divide between artists and non-
artists, the impulse to express meaning, which is creativity, is a natural desire. The only differentiation 
is frequency, those who “make art” engage more often in the course of study of the pursuit of meaning. 



In a sense, the intention to be an artist defines an artist. By extension, might more of our human 
experience follow this logic? Is the unifying experience of being around art and making art a model for 
merciful engagement with the world? Is there actually a divide between any two of us?  (Note location: 
Salina Art Center Warehouse, 149 South 4th Street.) 
     
June 20 – 9:30 AM:  Paula Fried, psychologist, says humans are tribal by nature, and we seem to do 
best when we have a group or groups where we feel that we belong. A sense of belonging may come 
from shared religious or political affiliations, from shared experiences like watching one's children play 
sports together, or from shared loyalty to an institution, like an alma mater. At times our loyalty to our 
group can lead to negative feelings toward people outside of our group, and in extreme cases can lead 
to prejudice, stigma or even violence.  How can we learn to acknowledge our differences and live well 
together? Come and join in a discussion of these and other questions. 
 
July 11 – 12 noon:  Janell Murphey & Ann Zimmerman are mediators with the Salina Initiative 
for Restorative Justice (SIRJ) Program.  SIRJ and its Neighborhood Accountability Boards (NABs) 
give first-time offenders the chance to sit across from their victims and find a way to make things 
right.  This program holds the offender accountable and involves the victim, along with community 
members, in finding ways for the offender to repair the harm. It gives the offender an opportunity to 
regain a respected place in the community.  Murphy, a former police officer, and Zimmerman, a lawyer, 
serve on the steering committee for SIRJ and believe that Restorative Justice is a strong force to make 
Salina a better community.  
 
July 25 – 12 noon:  As pastor and theologian, Father Frank Coady has found that human choices can 
either unite us or divide us from one another.  On a purely human level, one can put forth a rationale for 
making the world a more loving, giving place.  Acting humanely toward one another is a worldly 
necessity.  In the words of the would-be philosopher, Rodney King: “Can’t we all just get along?”  But 
is there a theological reason for getting along with each other?  Is being humane a purely human 
activity or is it divine?  What can the Judeo-Christian Scriptures teach us about listening to 
another?  About seeing another’s point of view?  About authentic human communion?  
 
August 8 – 12 noon:  At a 2016 Summer Soulstice gathering co-founder SuEllen Fried introduced the 
group to Reaching Out From Within (ROFW), a program that works with inmates at the Ellwworth 
Correctional Facility.  LaNay Meier and Diana Smith were in the audience that day and were inspired 
to volunteer on the spot when Fried revealed that the Ellsworth ROFW volunteer sponsor had moved 
away. Now there are seven volunteer sponsors for two groups of inmates at the Ellsworth Facility. At 
weekly meetings, these volunteers bear witness to men using the ROFW curriculum to learn about 
themselves, about the principles of nonviolence and about building a life that revolves around helping 
themselves and others reach their highest potential. Join LaNay, Diana, and Gerald Gillespie to learn 
about their experiences finding justice and mercy among prison inmates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


