
NEWS RELEASE  
 
 

WHAT:  SUMMER SOUL – STICE SERIES 
 
 WHEN:  9:30 A.M. – TUESDAYS, JUNE 4 and 18, JULY 3, 16, and 30, AUGUST 6 
 
WHERE:  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8TH AND MULBERRY STREETS 
 
First Presbyterian Church is sponsoring it’s second Summer Soul-stice Series, scheduled 
every other Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room at the church, 8th and 
Mulberry Streets.  The Series begins June 4 and runs alternate Tuesdays through August 
6.  The Series is eclectic in nature, and happens in an informal setting that encourages 
discussion and learning.  Time for each segment is about one hour – and the entire Series 
is free and open to the public, with child care provided when requested.      
 
The Summer Soul-stice Series for 2013 includes: 
 
June 4 – A Conversation with Sharon Louden an artist in residence at the Salina Art 
Center Warehouse and participant in the Smoky Hill River Festival. 
 
June 18 – In Search of Chicken Fried Steak and Homemade Pies: Discover Kansas! led 
by Mary Shaffer. 
 
July 2 – Kansas Firecrackers: Women’s Stories led by Judy Lilly. 
 
July 16 – Women’s Friendships: Ages and Stages led by the women from the “Lunch 
Bunch,” friends of over sixty years. 
 
July 30 – Who Are We Becoming?  Salina’s Culutral Mix led by Rosie Sickler. 
 
August 6 – A Field Trip to the Donna Vanier Children’s Center with a tour led by 
Carolee Jones.  Note – meet at the Center, 155 N. Oakdale, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Further explanation of each offering: 
 
June 4 – Sharon Louden is Salina Arts Center’s artist in residence for June and July, and 
will create a site-specific work in Oakdale Park for the Smoky Hill River Festival.  A 
graduate of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and Yale University, Sharon’s 
work has been exhibited in numerous venues and is held in major public and private 
collections.  Last year she had a solo exhibition of a major installation entitled Merge 
which consisted of over 250,000 units of aluminum at the Weisman Art Museum in 
Minneapolis.  She works in sculpture, animation, wall drawings, and works on paper.  
She is full-time practicing artist who lives and works in New York City. 
 



June 17 – For over 30 years, Mary Shaffer traveled the state for the US Department of 
Agriculture as the public affairs specialist with the National Resources Conservation 
Service.  She has served on a statewide committee for Women Managing the Farm 
Conference, providing information and education to women involved with producing the 
nation’s food supply.  A number of years ago, she and a friend decided to look for the 
best of what was once staple Sunday dinner – chicken fried steak and homemade pie.  
Mary plans to share, after dozens of years of small towns and restaurants, the many 
fascinating discoveries she made about her home state of Kansas. 
 
July 2 – Judy Lilly is an authority on Kansas history and local genealogy, and a published 
author.  She is the retired Kansas Librarian at the Salina Public Library.  She is passionate 
about the importance of family history, of place, and of people while believing our lives 
are enriched by making the “story” of history known.  This is an opportunity to listen to 
and explore some of her stories about women who have influenced this place we call 
home.    
 
July 16 – A group of young women became a band of sisters back in the 60’s and 70’s – 
and are still meeting for lunch once a week.  They raised their kids together, shared their 
joys and sadness, leaned on each other, and had fun – and they are still laughing (and 
crying) together today.  How in the world did this long friendship happen?  How could 
they have been so lucky?   Come discuss with them and help them figure it out!  Join 
Ann, Margy, Betsy, Marcia, Mary Sue, Lou Ann, Jan, Carol, and Mary (or as many as are 
in town) – and they and the group can share experiences of women and their friendships.   
 
July 30 – Rosie Sickler is an ESL translator with Heartland Programs.  She came to 
Salina twenty years ago, a young Mexican American woman from California – West 
Coast to Midwest and urban to rural.  What were her experiences of the community’s 
cultural mix then and how has it changed over the years?  And as Salina moves into its 
future, who are we becoming?  How best do we come to understand our shared American 
culture while respecting our different heritages?  Important questions to discuss – so 
come ready to explore new ways of seeing this place that many diverse people call home!    
 
August 6 – It’s a field trip to the Donna Vanier Children’s Center, a state-of-the-art center 
that is unique in the Midwest and houses Child Advocacy & Parenting Services (CAPS), 
Salina Child Care Association, and the SRHC’s Infant/ Child Development Center.  
Carolee Jones, executive director of CAPS, is leading a discussion and discovery tour of 
the specialized and interrelated services that the DVCC provides to over 1650 young 
children in Saline County each year.  (Note: meet at CAPS, 155 North Oakdale, Suite 
200.  Please park in the lot facing Ash Street.)  
 
 
 


