
W E  A P P R E C I A T E  Y O U

We would like to take a moment to recognize the

contributions that all of our members have made to the

strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country and

community. Happy Labor Day FPC family!

We encourage you to view the Labor Day: Social Creed

for the 21st Century provided by the PC(USA) Advisory

Committee on Social Wellness Policy that is available on

their website pcusa.org/socialcreed. There, you will find

a thirty minute documentary and other resources. 
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CONGRATULATIONS

Anne & Lloyd Davidson celebrate their 53rd wedding anniversary on

September 2.

Rosemary & Bill West celebrate their 63rd wedding anniversary on

September 22.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Ruth Pickrell will celebrate her 90th birthday on September 11.

Marva Lee Doud will celebrate her 94th birthday on September 26.

GRADUATION

Recent graduates from Kansas State University include: Makenzi

Carlgren, Reagan Montre, and Jack Shetlar.

IN MEMORIAM

Sharron Hansen, a member of this congregation since 1949, died July

27. Sympathy is extended to her son, Wayne Hansen, Salina and her

grandson, Noah Hansen, Indianapolis, IN.

 

Stephen Ascher, a member of this congregation since 1971, died

August 9. Sympathy is extended to his wife, Ruth, their daughters,

Jennifer Ascher (Larry Handlin), White Bear Lake, Minnesota, and

Sarah Geering (Brian), Wichita, KS, and their four granddaughters.

Katie Weckel, a member of  this congregation since 1973, died

August 23. Sympathy is extended to her husband, John, and their

daughters, Stephanie Weckel, Sarah Hays, and to their

grandchildren.

SYMPATHY EXTENDED

to Jim Packard, whose brother-in-law, Raymond Anderson, Salina,

died August 18.
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

16   Ronda Green

17   Reagan Montre

18   Samuel Shadwick

      Barnabus Wohler

20  Aaron Morrison

      David Wedel

21  Tony Griggs

22 Scott Griffith

23  Wiley Keyser

      Sarah Payne

24  Kathy Melander

25  Mark Speer

26  Juliet Anderson

      Marva Lee Doud

      Casey Stephenson

27  Peter Johnston

      Mitzie Lewis

28  Stan Amick

      Hunter Mowery

29  Monne Andersen

      Quinlyn Bratt

30  McKayla Berg

      Jack Shetlar

1   Carson Mansfield

    Marj Morrow

2  Thomas Shadwick

    Bev Zizumbo

    Ed Zoch

3  Seara Weir

4  Thomas Miller

5   Jean Exline

     Cary Renfro

6   Caleb Dupy

10  Olivia Atherton

11   Makenzi Carlgren

     Ruth Pickrell

     Scott Salem

12  Miles Denning

     Margy Hogarty

     Rosemary West

13  Nathaniel Anderson

14  Danny Berg

     Jim Bishop

     Jane Driver

     Randy Graham

15  Janis Haynes

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation anouncements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

T H A N K  Y O U !

We would like to thank all of our members that took the time to complete the Holy Cow

Congregational Assessment. Because of your input we will be able to gain a clear picture of who

we are as a church and what directions are most important for our future. It will help us to

collect and understand the range of views that exist at First Presbyterian Church and the

possibilities, willingness, capacity and energy for moving our ministry into the future.

We look forward to taking the next steps with each and every one of you! More information on

what to expect going forward can be found on page 5.



B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

Many of you have asked me how I’m doing

since becoming acting head of staff. I’m

grateful for your care and concern. I’ve had

some really good days filled with creativity

and collaboration, and some really difficult

days since July 1st. Through all of them, I am

grateful to be learning a lot.

 

I’d like to bring you along for part of that

learning journey, as I think it could be an area

of collaboration and creativity for all of us:

self-care. A church head of staff must

balance many responsibilities in their

professional life – including, and most

importantly in my estimation, pastoral care.

They also must be able to differentiate

between their professional and personal life

to find balance. That balance is important for

all of us.

 

One new practice I’ve begun is to write the

initials of people and situations for which I am

praying onto a rock throughout each day. At

the end of the day when I am about to leave

my office, I say a prayer for those named on

the rock, and drop it into the container

pictured on this page. It also contains the

prayer strips you all wrote and affixed to the

cross during Lent (the last time we were all

together in the sanctuary). I then say a simple

prayer for God to hear all of the prayers

symbolized in the container before I go home.

 

When I get home, I am trying my best to get

outside for a walk – usually through Oakdale

Park, which is near my house. These walks are

beneficial in many ways. Catherine Morey-

Nase, an author with Mindful magazine, says,

“Spending time in nature has healing and
  

restorative power. Being outdoors increases

well-being, helps alleviate stress and anxiety,

promotes creativity, assists with recovery from

mental fatigue, helps restore attention, boosts

the brain’s ability to think, and engages the

senses.” I am grateful for these benefits – and

the beauty of Oakdale Park.

What I’ve realized is that I must always be fully

present and in the moment – to myself, and to

all others I encounter. These two simple

practices are part of my toolbox that allow me

to care for myself and others in the moment,

and to lift those cares up to God. 
  

K E I T H ' S  

K O R N E R
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Scripture supports these types of practices.

Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s

burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law

of Christ.” 1 Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your

anxiety on God, because God cares for you.” 

 

In addition to your prayer requests, I’m curious

to know about any practices you have, or are

considering, to care for yourself and others as

you seek balance in your life. Perhaps we

could share these with each other as we all

seek greater health and wholeness in this

difficult time.
  



It’s no coincidence that a graduate of the Presbyterian College of New Jersey (now Princeton

University), who studied closely under college president and prominent Presbyterian minister John

Witherspoon, also was one of the most influential members of the 1787 Constitutional Convention:

James Madison. Yes, the Presbyterian form of government and the American form of government

emerged in the same era.

 

Presbyterians can be proud of our representative form of government. I think it’s appropriate to

talk about how that works as our Nominating Committee sets about the important work of

discerning the leaders God has ordained to usher First Presbyterian Church through the next

three years of its journey.

 

One of the seminal books in Presbyterian polity that describes the work of church officers is Earl

S. Johnson Jr.’s Selected to Serve: A Guide for Church Officers. I still have my marked-up copy

from about ten years ago when I was elected to serve as an elder at my home church. In the

book, Johnson describes how the power of the Nominating Committee to do its work comes from

the congregation itself:

 

A nominating committee is a prime example of democracy in action in our church and

illustrates one of the historic principles of church order – that the power to elect officers who

will have authority over a society rests solely in that society.

 

On November 24, 2019, our congregation elected the 2020 Nominating Committee that is now at

work. They are tasked with filling a slate of four elders, four deacons, and two trustees for the

Class of 2023 in each officer group, along with five members of the 2021 Nominating

Committee. I am grateful for the work of this committee, led by elders Mary Andersen and Betty

Norman.

 

This committee met last month to consider members for positions of leadership, seeking to find a

close representation of the diversity of the congregation in positions of leadership. The records

and discussions of this meeting are sealed out of respect for the privacy of those named. The

committee is now at work contacting prospective officers.

 

When someone receives a call from the Nominating Committee, it means the group has discerned

gifts in that person that God may use in the work of this church. After learning from the

Nominating Committee about the responsibilities of the position for which they have been

contacted, that person takes time to consider whether they also feel that God is calling them to

that ministry, and then responds accordingly.

 

Please hold the Nominating Committee and all who are discerning calls to be officers of our

church in your prayers. Elections of new officers will take place on October 25th.
  

T H E  W O R K  O F  T H E  N O M I N A T I N G

C O M M I T T E E  H A S  B E G U N
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2 0 2 0  S U M M E R

S O U L - S T I C E  
Thank you for being a part of this unusual

Summer Soul-stice series.   It took us several

weeks to decide if we could have a program

this year, and if we could, then how.   It was

disorienting, and challenging but the times

called for something new.   Summer Soul-stice

this season brought participants from near and

far.   It created a buzz with different voices.   It

challenged us to stay open to the ideas and

opinions of others.   Although the series is over,

you can watch it anytime on FPC’s Facebook

page or YouTube channel. 

We are beginning the evaluation process and

welcome your comments.   We look forward to

hearing from you.

Sydney Soderberg: sydsod@gmail.com               

Martha Rhea: marhea43@gmail.com

H O L Y  C O W !

N E X T  S T E P S

We asked for your help in assessing our church

and boy did you deliver! We set out to submit

74 surveys but had such great participation

that we ended at 19% above goal!

O N  S E P T E M B E R  1 3 T H ,  A  H O L Y  C O W

I N T E R P R E T E R  W I L L  M E E T  W I T H  U S

V I R T U A L L Y  A N D  E X P L A I N  O U R  V I T A L

S I G N S  R E P O R T .

The Vital Signs report is over 20 pages long

and, like reading a medical lab report,

requires interpretation. A two page summary

of the results will be provided to the

congregation and the full report can be

viewed in our office. 
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A  P R A Y E R  F O R  T H E  2 0 2 0 - 2 1

S C H O O L  Y E A R

Lord, we know you hold the future and walk with us even now on this unpredictable path of the

pandemic. We trust you work through the most difficult of seasons and never abandon us to

navigate life’s challenges alone.

As we look to a new school year, we worry about the ongoing impact of COVID-19. It seems to be

a time of no right answers, no clear good choices and no comprehensive way for parents,

educators and administrators to meet the pressing needs of students, teachers, staff and

families. We do not want children to fall further behind in their learning. We do not want to put

caregivers in the position of choosing between going to work or tending to their children. We do

not want to endanger the health of any in our community. Already stretched resources are

pushed to the limit as we attempt to reduce class sizes, expand the ways content is delivered

and seek to enact needed safety precautions.

 

We look to you, Lord, to take, bless and multiply our efforts to educate and nurture your children.

We look to you, Lord, who gives us the peace that passes understanding, hears the cries of the

hurting and promises that small amounts of faith can precipitate large, life-giving change. We

look to you, loving God, for wisdom, for courage, for inspiration, for creativity.

 

As we make difficult decisions in an unprecedented time, grant us an unshakable commitment to

one another, especially to the most vulnerable among us. Send your Spirit to open our eyes to the

new thing you are doing. Send your Spirit to open our ears to the voices we need most to hear.

Send your Spirit to open our hearts to the profound love you have for us all so that everything we

do in this time of fear, anxiety and uncertainty reveals your compassion, kindness and grace.

Send your Spirit to comfort and direct us as we humbly look to you for guidance and strength.

Amen.

- Jill Duffield, editor of the Presbyterian Outlook
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A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ

by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are

encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's

peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The

remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in

cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian

witness.
 

Donations may be made by texting PEACE to 20222 to give $10, by visiting pcusa.org/peace-

global, or by visiting specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/peace-global-witness. You

may also give through the church at  fpcsalina.org/give, by selecting the "Peace and Global

Witness" fund in the drop-down. If you prefer to give by check, please make checks payable to

First Presbyterian Church with "Peace & Global Witness" written in the memo line, and mail to P.O.

Box 585, Salina, KS 67402-0585.

A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N
Our Adult Education Committee is grateful for the work of Martha Rhea and Sydney Soderberg for

their work on the recently-concluded Summer Soul-Stice series. If you haven’t seen all three of the

videos yet, we highly recommend heading over to fpcsalina.org/events/adult-education to check

them out!
 

We are working on coming up with new ideas for adult faith formation this Fall. We need your

help. If you are able to join our committee, or simply to contact us with your ideas, please do so.

We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 5:00, currently via Zoom. Or you can reach out to

moderator Amy Blackim with your ideas.

We are working on an idea to provide opportunities for more fellowship and faith formation for our

congregation as we speak (or, in this case, type and read). Please stay tuned, and join us – either

in helping us plan, or in the programs that follow!

P E A C E  A N D  G L O B A L  

W I T N E S S  O F F E R I N G

COMMITTEE
UPDATES
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Our Social Justice & Mission Committee has been busy supporting local and international

ministries, and considering how we can engage in the conversation of racial injustice and consider

our call to fight against it. 
 

We have supported a new organization, Love Salina, that will provide emergency assistance and

opportunities for spiritual care to those of us in need. You can learn more about it at

purecharity.com/love-salina. We have also supported our siblings in Christ through Juntos

Guatemala, as they seek to meet immediate nutritional and medicinal needs during the pandemic.
 

You can help spread 100 (or more!) smiles in our area by participating in our 100 Smiles initiative

to make masks for children in our local schools. Contact Kathleen Putzier for more information.
 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering of the PC(USA) will be collected at the end of September

and early October. Please see page 7 for more information.
 

Finally, if you are interested in being part of a task force to plan how we can work diligently on

our church’s responsibility to understand racism and actively oppose it, please reach out to Pastor

Keith or Deb Shetlar.
  

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  &  M I S S I O N

U P D A T E

With the help of our awesome congregation, we have been able to donate 116 face masks to USD

305 so far. Thank you to all of you that volunteered your time, resources, and talents! We

appreciate all you do for FPC and our community. 
  



Writing for a magazine that comes out six times a year means I have early deadlines. And so, as I

wrote this column in mid-April, it struck me that the words in Lamentations could have been

written by a journalist reflecting on the COVID-19 pandemic, rather than by an author some 2,600

years ago after the fall of Jerusalem.

 

With much of our nation having been shut down, our cities – once bustling with so many people –

were left eerily deserted. Those hospitalized with COVID-19 sobbed through the night, longing for

the touch of their families, who could not come near them. And the economic ramifications have

left many of us feeling less secure and the poorest among us even more devastated.

 

The opening words in Lamentations hit home in a particular way for a friend of mine in Chicago.

His octogenarian mother was one of more than 140,000 people infected in New York City. They

had to put her on a ventilator and moved her into the intensive care unit. He, of course, was in

Chicago, but even if he were in New York City, he would still have been separated from her. His

consolation mostly came from the rosary beads he knew she was holding – a comfort when no one

was there to physically hold her.

Their story is one of countless others in the path of the pandemic. The hopelessness and the

helplessness, though, particularly hit the poor among us – those who are more likely to have

complicating health issues, those who do not have access to adequate medical care, and those

whose jobs do not permit them to work from home. Studies from the Economic Policy Institute, for

instance, showed that only one in six Hispanics/Latinxs in America and only one in five African

Americans could work from home.
  

"How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has

become, she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess

among the provinces has become a vassal. She weeps bitterly in the night, with

tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she has no one to comfort her."

-Lamentations 1:1-2a

  

The book of Lamentations begins with these words: 

H O P I N G  I N  A  B E T T E R  T O M O R R O W :

P A N D E M I C  B L U E S  H E I G H T E N  G O D ' S

G L O R Y  T O  C O M E

B Y  C H I P  H A R D W I C K

This article appeared in the July/August 2020 edition of Presbyterians Today
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“Hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen?
But if we hope for what we do

not see, we wait for it with
patience”

- Romans 8:24-25

Daunting times we are in, yet the lectionary text for July 19 – Romans 8:12-25 – gives us words of

hope. In Romans, Paul tells us that God addresses our fear by adopting us as children (v. 15). He

reminds us that God has been working to free the whole creation from the bondage of corruption

(v. 21). He seeks to give us perspective by reminding us that “the sufferings of this present time are

not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us” (v. 18).

 

Yet it is difficult to picture these promises from an isolated room in the ICU or when you are

unsure if the job that puts bread on your table today will supply provision tomorrow.

 

Even on our best days, it is hard to see these promises coming true. It is hard to find hope. But

hope we must find. And in our despair, Paul reminds us that “hope that is seen is not hope. For

who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience”

(vv. 24-25).

 

Let us patiently wait, prayerfully hope and courageously take the steps we are called to take to

help transform the world into one that is just for all. Where health care is available to all, the

homeless have a place to shelter in health and in sickness, and those who never have the luxury of

working from home are given all the provisions they need to remain safe. And while we wait for

our faith to become sight, may the Spirit give us eyes to see God’s work among us, adopting us as

children, liberating us from bondage and revealing glory to us.

 

Discussion Questions:

1.     Have the words from Lamentations seemed true to you in the time of pandemic? How true will

these words be in the days after the pandemic?

2.  Where do you find hope as the world processes what the new normal will be?

3.  Can you point to places where God’s work is no longer hidden from your eyes?
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Hello friends! Hopefully you are reading this with positive memories of your summer. Though times

are strange, we hope you were able to do some of the activities that bring you fun and

normalcy! 

 

As we head into the new school year, please know that FPC is here to support you! This year will

look much different than in the past, but we feel confident that if we can all come together, we

help give each other strength when our days feel weak. Specifically our FBI staff, Betty, Britton,

Becca, Briana, and myself are here to support our children and families! 

 

Looking ahead in regards to our FBI and FBI-In-Training program this year, just as with anything, it

will look more different. At this time, we will likely not return to the FBI classroom and nursery for

our Wednesday activities until next semester. Although meeting in person will likely not happen

this semester, we WILL still have WEEKLY activities and lessons for our children! In the coming

days, I'll be sending out a calendar with Zoom dates/times as well as further information about

the curriculum we will be utilizing. 

 

Please, please keep in touch! We will do our best as well! We want you to feel supported, loved,

and continue to share the Word of the Lord with each of you! At any time, please feel free to

contact me via email or phone. 

 

We are praying for each of you! We will get through this together!

 

Love, Shelby Dickson

C H I L D R E N  A N D

F A M I L I E S  A T  F P C
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Recently some of our families of children and youth got together for a

Zoom Trivia Night. It was so much fun. But for me, the joy was just in

seeing the kids excited to “gather” once again as a church. The command

to love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34-35) seems more

difficult when we can’t be together. But, as our youth learned in our study

of Philippians last Spring, we can endure all things through Christ who

strengthens us (Philippians 4:13). 
 

Here’s what we know about Youth Ministry so far: (1) We will have

programming through a collaboration with churches in the Presbytery of

Northern Kansas. I’m excited to be part of the team that is making this

happen for the youth of the roughly 60 churches in our presbytery. (2) We

will gather together both virtually and physically (outside, with masks, and

with proper social distancing, as long as no guidelines come out that say

it is unsafe to do so). (3) Our program year will begin in late September.

(4) We will have opportunities for fun and service interspersed with our

programming.
 

Finally, we are looking to hire a half-time Youth Ministry Director to work

with me, and hope to have that person on board as soon as possible. Let

me know if you’d like the a copy of the position description to forward on

to someone you think might be a good fit.
 

I know that’s not a lot of specific information, but it’s a start. I will be in

touch with more specifics as they become available. And I covet your

prayers for our staff, the Children, Youth, and Young Adult Committee,

and all our families as we seek to find new, creative, and safe ways to

grow closer to God and one another this program year.

Peace, 

Pastor Keith
  

Y O U T H  U P D A T E

Our Youth Ministry
Director will be
responsible for

encouraging and
nurturing the spiritual
growth of our youth 

in grades 6-12 by
building and
maintaining

relationships with and
among youth and

their families. 

If you know someone
that may be a good
fit, have them submit
their cover letter and

resume to:
keith@fpcsalina.org
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FOR YOUR INFO

C H U R C H  P E R S O N N E L

U P D A T E S
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C L A R I F I C A T I O N  O N

P E W  S P A C I N G  P R O J E C T

Pastor Keith has changed his day off. Until further notice, Keith will take Fridays off. Any non-

emergency communication on Fridays will be returned on Monday.

Keith will also be on vacation from September 21-28.

Congratulations are in order to Melanie Dennis, who was promoted to a newly-formed

position of Church Administrator on July 31st upon the recommendation of the Personnel

Committee and Session. In her new role, Melanie will oversee all administrative staff, taking

that task off the lead pastor’s plate, in addition to continuing to oversee our custodial staff.

Melanie will also pursue Church Administrator Certification through The Church Network.

Melanie has been with us at FPC for 11 years.

We want to wish Jessica Benivamonde well. Jessica served as our full-time Custodian and

Maintenance Technician beginning last December. Her last day with us was August 14th.

We are excited to welcome Steve Fowler as our new full-time Custodian and Maintenance

Technician beginning September 8th. Please be on the lookout for more information about

Steve in the near future.

There have been concerns expressed regarding the sale of pews recently. We would like to clarify

the processes that took place in May and June. 
 

On May 28th, Trustees discussed and passed a recommendation to re-space the pews in the

sanctuary to make them safer and more comfortable to move through. This recommendation was

taken to Session for a vote on June 15th and passed. Work was completed in June. The

sanctuary’s approximate seating capacity was reduced from 650 to 575.
 

On June 25th, Trustees voted to make the removed pews available to members of the

congregation for a suggested donation of $100 on a first-come, first-served basis. This was

advertised in the July newsletter, which was the first communication many of you had received

about the pew re-spacing project. 
 

We apologize for not clearly communicating this to the congregation. With everything that was

going on in May and June – the pandemic and receiving news of Charlie’s new call – this “fell

through the cracks.”



Page 14

World Day of

Prayer for

the Care of

Creation

Presbyterian

Higher

Education

International

Literacy Day

International

Day of

Peace

Native

American

Day

Labor Day

A Social

Creed for

the 21st

century

14th Sunday

after

Pentecost

15th Sunday

after

Pentecost

16th Sunday

after

Pentecost

17th Sunday

after

Pentecost



Rev. Keith Phillips - Acting Head of Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Address:   308 S 8th St

                 PO Box 585

                 Salina, KS 67402-0585

Phone:     (785) 825-0226

Email:      office@fpcsalina.org

Website:  www.fpcsalina.org

The News (PE 708620) is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church, 

PO Box 585, Salina, KS 67402-0585. Periodical postage paid at Salina, KS

S T E W A R D S H I P

C A M P A I G N  2 0 2 1

BLEST BE THE T IE  THAT BINDS

Coming Soon

Beginning October 11, 2020


