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Personals 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Katie Weckel will celebrate her 91st birthday on September 18. 

Marva Lee Doud will celebrate her 94th birthday on September 26. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Anne & Lloyd Davidson will celebrate their 52nd wedding anniversary on 

September 2. 
 

Rosemary & Bill West will celebrate their 62nd wedding anniversary on 

September 22. 

 

BAPTISM 
Sullivan Miller, son of Lainey & Daniel Bratt, received the Sacrament 

of Baptism on August 11. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
George Dolezal, a member of this congregation since 1966, died August 

6. Sympathy is expressed to his children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister. 

 

SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED 
to Ed & Terri Zoch and their family. Ed’s brother, James Zoch, Republic, 

Michigan, died July 30. 
 

to Becca Karber, whose grandmother, JoAnn Karber, Gypsum, died 

August 1 in Salina. 

 FPC Staff 
 

LEAD PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith  
charless@fpcsalina.org     

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

Rev. Keith Phillips  
keith@fpcsalina.org     

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN ED 

Shelby Dickson 

Director of Children’s CE 
shelby@fpcsalina.org 

Children’s CE Assistant 

Britton Zuccarelli 

Nursery Caregivers 

Briana Dundon 

Becca Karber 
      

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Rev. Keith Phillips 
  

MUSIC 

Richard Koshgarian           

Director of Music 
richard@fpcsalina.org   

 

Angie Koshgarian                           

Organist 
angie@fpcsalina.org 

 

OFFICE  

Melanie Dennis                   

Office Manager 
melanie@fpcsalina.org 

 

Beth Cormack  

Communications Coordinator 
beth@fpcsalina.org 

 

CUSTODIAL 

Ed Zoch                              

Head Custodian                                                                      
ed@fpcsalina.org                

 

Tony Griggs                        

Relief Custodian 
tony@fpcsalina.org 

Led by Christ, Together in  

Faith and Love, 

We Joyfully Think, Question,  

Grow and Serve! 

Do you have information you'd like to have listed in the Personals section of 

the newsletter? Contact Beth at beth@fpcsalina.org today! 

FREE mobile church app 

AND text reminder 

options! 



from Pastor Charlie... 
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The past two Septembers, the members of First Presbyterian Church, Salina, have been challenged to go back to 

school and complete hefty homework assignments over the course of three months with the Bible in 90 Days 

program (B90) in 2017 and Prayer in 90 Days (P90) last year . I was tempted to label last month’s ar ticle, with 

advice from Joan Gray about how to be a praying church, P90(2), and I hope that you took some of the 

recommended steps to heart. 

 

This year, I invite you to join me in another assignment. Let’s call it Confessions in 90 Days (C90), studying the 

Book of Confessions of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Our Reformed brand of Protestant Christian faith is found 

in our Confessions. In order to keep growing, exploring, experiencing our faith, we need to grow and explore the 

deep roots of that Reformed faith. The Confessions help us go down deep into the soil of our faith. They help us put 

down roots, so that we can stand firm in our faith. 

 

In order to do this, we need to make Reformed theology a part of our devotional life. Each day, we need to pray. 

Each day, we need to read the Bible. And every day, it doesn’t hurt to mix in some Reformed theology, too. That 

might mean a bit of Calvin’s Institutes, or a little section of the Book of Confessions. Every day. Every single day 

for 90 days. No classes, no sign-ups, no weekly check-ins. This is an entirely self-generated study. 

 

Let’s do this. Let’s see how we all grow as Reformed theologians and Christians. Of course we need to pray and 

read our Bibles. But we also need to read the Confessions, some Calvin, or maybe even Karl Barth or another 

Reformed writer. The Reformed faith is our faith, and if we are going to stand firm in it, we are going to have to 

know what it is. 

 

By tradition, each ordained elder here at FPC is given a copy of the Book of Confessions. To review, the Book of 

Confessions contains 12 creeds and confessions: 

 

 

 The Belhar Confession 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

 The Nicene Creed 

 A Brief Statement of Faith 

 The Scots Confession 

 The Second Helvetic Confession 

 The Westminster Confession 

 The Heidelberg Catechism 

 Westminster Shorter and Larger Catechisms 

 Declaration of Barmen 

 Confession of 1967 

 

 

The Book of Confessions has two purposes: It helps us to interpret the Bible. It also summarizes what we believe as 

Christians, Protestants, and Reformed people. The purpose of the creeds and confessions is education. They give us 

a chance to reflect on what is central and what is durable in faith and practice. This is our chance to think creatively 

about what it is to be faithful to God, who has come to us in Jesus Christ. 

 

If you’re willing to join in C90, let me know. If you don’t have a copy of the Book of Confessions, one can be found 

for you. If you’re particularly adventurous, we can also supply you with a copy of Calvin’s Institutes. 
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Keith’s Korner  

Are you thirsty? 
 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I know it’s been really 

hot and humid the past couple of months, and 

hydration is very important! But that’s not the kind 

of thirst I mean. 
 

Take for instance the 25 youth from the Presbytery 

of Northern Kansas who went to Presbyterian 

Youth Triennium in July, or the 16 youth and 15 

adults who participated in the FPC Youth Week of 

FROGS* in July, or the 17 youth and 17 adult 

mentors who are participating in the FPC 

Confirmation Program* right now. 
 

While it’s true that the youth and adults who were at Purdue University for Triennium – in housing without air 

conditioning during the hottest month of the year – definitely had to stay on top of their hydration, it’s equally true 

that they joined the FROGS and Confirmation folks in satisfying their thirst to grow in faith, hope, and love. They 

did so, or are doing so, through opportunities to worship God, learn more about their faith, serve others, and to have 

fun and fellowship together.  
 

We each need to recognize that thirst at all times. We need to listen to the ways the Holy Spirit, who is at work in 

and through each of us, is urging us to quench the desire to be fully immersed in God’s love and fully engaged in 

following Jesus as his disciples. I believe that that thirst is there inside each of us, though we may interpret it in 

different ways. How are you thirsty? How are we thirsty as a church? 
 

On the other hand, we also need to take a close look at the ways we spend our time, energy, and resources at our 

church. How are we creating opportunities to satisfy the thirst to grow in faith, hope, and love at FPC? Which of our 

programs are doing a good job of satisfying that thirst? Which aren’t doing as good of a job? How can we improve? 
 

Spend some time thinking about the ways you – and we – are thirsty to grow in faith, hope, and love. Then let’s 

start the work of making opportunities to worship, learn, serve, and fellowship together so that our thirst is satisfied, 

and we are being the best possible stewards of the gifts God has given us. 
 

*More photos and info on these programs inside this newsletter (pp. 7, 8, 10)! 
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Children’s Christian Education (FBI) 

Happy September, friends! This is such an exciting month for our 

church each year as it brings the start of a new year of children's 

Christian education activities. We have an exciting year ahead of us 

with many new activities, and continued traditions.  

 

As a reminder, ALL children are invited to join us for our 

Wednesday activities - 3:45 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. Children K-5th grade 

(the Faithful Bible Investigators) gather in the downstairs 

classroom and focus on immersing ourselves into the Word of God. Our children 2 years-PreK 

gather in our 2nd floor nursery where they play while adding in components of God's Word.  

 

This year, our Faithful Bible Investigators will be utilizing the curriculum, 'Awesome Adventures: 

God's Amazing Kids.' This curriculum allows for exploration, experimentation, claiming God's word, 

and learning through comic pages! There is also a helpful parent resource. Our In-Training kiddos 

will continue to learn about God through crafts and the 'Grace & Gratitude' curriculum.  

 

Our kick-off will take place at The Alley on 

September 11 from 4-5:30 p.m.  
For those interested in joining in on our Wednesday activities, please 

register your child by visiting our church website and completing the 

registration form listed under the children's tab. ALL children are welcome 

- we hope you'll share this information with all children that you know and 

encourage them to join our group of phenomenal young individuals! 

 

We can't wait for a great year ahead with lots of growth and FUN!! Thank you for your support! 

Our children are the future of the church!  
 



Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 7th, from 7:00 – 11:00 p.m., as we will 

have our FPC Youth Group Kickoff 7-Eleven! This will be an evening of lots of faith, 

fun, and fellowship! We don’t have all the details yet, as we are waiting to see if 

we can reserve some lanes at the new bowling alley for part of the night. Stay tuned 

and, in the meantime, put the date and time in your calendar, and invite your 

friends! 
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Our God Squad (middle school) ministry has a new day of the 

week for this fall. We will meet on Wednesday evenings from 

6:45 - 7:45 p.m. beginning on September 11th. God Squad 

features faith, fellowship, and dinner to give you a middle-

of-the-week boost! All are welcome - invite your friends!  

Are you interested in hosting our God Squad (middle school) group for dinner at your 

house this Fall? We meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:45 - 7:45. This is a wonderful 

way to get to know our youth and for our youth to get to know you! Go online to 

bit.ly/GodSquadDinners for full details or to sign up. Please see Pastor Keith with 

any questions or concerns.  

Our HeBrews (high school) ministry will meet at the Mokas on Crawford on Thursdays 

beginning September 12th, from 6:45 – 7:30 a.m. HeBrews features faith, fellowship, 

warm drinks and food to start the day right! All are welcome - invite your friends!  
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Women’s Bible Study Resumes on October 7 
 

Looking forward to the first Monday of every month? You would be if you joined us 

for the Women’s Bible Study group every month. This group is centered around a 

new Horizons Women’s Bible study program, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look 

at the Ten Commandments by Eugenia Anne Gamble. The program will start 

Monday, October 7th, at 5:30 p.m. in the Hope Room at FPC Salina. Here’s a 

description of the study: 
 

What would it mean to consider the Ten Commandments not as a harsh list of what 

not to do but, instead, as a “love letter” from a loving God? A fresh embrace of the 

Ten Commandments (or Words), author Eugenia Gamble suggests, may ultimately 

contribute to the restoration of ourselves and our communities and the furthering of 

the gospel in the world. “Moral behavior matters, not simply because immoral 

actions can anger or disappoint God, but because principled behavior is how love 

becomes real, both toward God and in community.” Love Carved in Stone is a Bible 

study that helps us reframe the way we look at and live in the world. 

Join the Adult Education Discussion 

We are looking for folks who are interested in joining the discussion about planning our adult education offerings. 

Have you ever had ideas for a class? What about ways we could have classes outside of the Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

hour? Maybe a book club, or ways to continue the great conversations begun during Summer Soulstice?  
 

We need your input!! Please join us on the third Tuesday of each month at 5:15 p.m. in the Hope Room, or see 

Pastor Keith.  

Adult Education Opportunities 

SIMON PETER, FLAWED BUT FAITHFUL DISCIPLE  
by Adam Hamilton begins September 8 
 

Join us for an exciting new Adult Ed class on Simon Peter: Flawed But Faithful Disciple. 

This DVD-based study by Adam Hamilton will begin on Sunday, September 8th, and will 

continue to meet on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room through October 13th. 

 

He left everything to follow his teacher and possessed a passion that would change the 

world. That’s one way to describe Peter. Here’s another: poor, uneducated, quick-

tempered, and full of doubts and fears. It doesn’t even sound like the same man – and 

that’s the point of this study. Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s 

extraordinary call. Discover how you, too, have special gifts, talents, and abilities God can 

use to make a difference today. 
 

Books will be available for preview or purchase in the parlor leading up to the class, or see 

Pastor Keith for more details. 

YOGA Has Resumed 
Stretch those muscles, slow down, and listen to your inner self. You can join Cathy 

Hayes and other women and men for yoga on Wednesday from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. There 

is a suggested $5 donation, but it is not required. All levels of ability are welcome for an 

integration of body, mind, and spirit. Email yoga@fpcsalina.org for more information. 
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2019 FPC Youth Week  

of FROGS a Success! 

Here are some photos and lists from the 2019 FPC Youth Week of FROGS (Fun 

and Reflection on Growth and Service), which took place from July 23-28. Sixteen 

different youth (spanning middle and high school) participated, and 15 different 

adults (spanning nine decades of age) helped to plan or lead parts of the week. Our 

scripture foundation was Mark 10:28-34, where Jesus tells us the greatest 

commandments: to love God with our whole being, and to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. Thanks to everyone who participated in and supported the week!  

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES 

 Praying in Color 

 Walking Prayer 

 Labyrinth Prayer 

 Prayer of examen 

 Taize prayer 

 We made prayer boards 

SELF CARE PRACTICES 

FUN 

 Lock-in ending with worship 

Sunday morning 

 Afternoon at the pool 

 Photo scavenger hunt 

at Sunset Park 

 Lots of games and 

free time at the church 

 Yoga 

 Lessons on nutrition and 

demonstration on making sorbet 

 Lessons on exercise – and plenty 

of fun practice! 

 Created mindfulness necklaces 

with key words for us to 

remember 
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SERVICE  Sorted Ashby House’s donations from 

Project Salina for their free grocery store 

 Made 100 “comfort kits” for children 

affected by flooding in Nebraska 

 Wrote cards to members who are on our 

deacon’s list or who are largely home-

bound 

 Made and then hid “kindness rocks” at 

Sunset Park 

 Learned about Friends of the River and 

cleaned the river at the Iron St. Bridge 

 Served lunch at the Saline Co. Senior 

Center 

 Made 100 soothing bottles for children at 

CAPS 

 Made 250 Monkey Kits for children and 

families battling pediatric cancer at 

Monkey in My Chair 

Ashby House 

Friends of the River 

Note Writing 

Senior Center 

Comfort Kits 

Monkey in My Chair 

Kindness Rocks 

CAPS 
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World Communion Sunday 

 

SEPTEMBER LECTIONARY READINGS 
 

   SEPTEMBER 1: Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14  

   SEPTEMBER 8: Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33  

   SEPTEMBER 15: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10  

   SEPTEMBER 22: Jeremiah 8:18 -- 9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13  

   SEPTEMBER 29: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31  

Sunday, October 6, is World Communion Sunday, which 

celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers and 

sisters around the world. Paul tells us that we are to “discern 

the body” when we partake of Holy Communion, mindful that 

we note our relationship to all our brothers and sisters in Christ 

in the celebration. One is not to go hungry while another is 

drunk! (1st Corinthians 11:21). This is scandalous behavior 

opposed to the Way of Christ. Thus it is appropriate that World 

Communion Sunday is also a time when we receive the annual 

Peace and Global Witness Offering as a way of continuing the 

ancient Christian practice of sharing what we have with brothers and sisters in need. 

 

World Communion Sunday was originally called World Wide Communion Sunday. It is a gift of the Presbyterian 

Church to the larger ecumenical church. The first celebration occurred at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 

Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1933. Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was adopted as a denominational practice 

in the Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936. Churches in other denominations were invited to celebrate with the 

Presbyterians from the beginning, but it wasn’t until 1940 when the Department of Evangelism (a predecessor body 

of the National Council of Churches) promoted extending the celebration to a number of churches around the world 

that the practice became widespread. Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world, 

demonstrating that the church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully shares God-given goods in a world increasingly 

destabilized by globalization. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to 

promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and 

injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to 

utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of 

Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of 

peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in 

cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects 

of education and Christian witness. 

 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering will be collected at FPC on 

World Communion Sunday, Oct. 6, 2019. Envelopes will be placed in 

the pews on Sunday, Sept. 29th and Oct. 6th. Please give generously. 
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Confirmation Class is Underway 

PRAY FOR OUR CONFIRMANDS AND MENTORS 
 

Our 2019 Confirmation Class is underway through November 17th! We have 17 youth ranging from the eighth 

through the eleventh grades participating this year, and each of them has an adult mentor from our congregation 

journeying with them every step of the way.  
 

Many of these youth were baptized in this church. All of them have been part of this congregation in many ways. 

And each one of them is a beloved child of God – our siblings in Christ. Remember the baptismal promises many 

of you have made over the years: to guide and nurture them by word and deed, with love and prayer; and to 

encourage them to know and follow Christ and to be faithful members of his church. 
 

For at least the next three months, we are asking you to guide, nurture, love, and encourage them through your 

prayers.  

Youth  

Cooper Cobb 

Alex Davidson 

Zach Davidson 

Ava Denning 

Elle Denning 

Kendyl Gary 

Mason Gary 

McCabe Green 

Harper Johnston 

Mentor 

Mark Speer  

Robert Justus 

Jake Dickson 

Penni White 

Jennine Money  

Katy England 

Ron Green 

Terry Bakker 

Martha Rhea 

Youth  

Hunter Mowery 

Ella Payne 

Sam Payne 

Azbey Peckham 

Aidan Speer 

Chloe White 

Cora White 

Cindric White  
 

Mentor 

Peter Johnston 

Amanda Michaelis  

Brandon Gary 

Seara Weir 

Dale Hanson 

Chandra Cooper 

Diana Smith 

Betty Norman 

CAN YOU HELP PROVIDE LUNCHES FOR OUR CONFIRMATION CLASS? 
 

We need folks to help provide lunch for our confirmands (and occasionally mentors) through November. Most of 

these will be on Sundays immediately after worship. Please visit bit.ly/ConfirmationLunches to sign up. See Pastor 

Keith with any questions. 

More than 30 people convened on Saturday, August 24th, for the first meeting of the 2019 Confirmation Class. All 

17 confirmands participated in the first two lessons of confirmation. They were joined by most of their mentors for 

the first lesson and for a time of group building. The Exline family provided lunch, and Mary Andersen shared 

about the ways God has been faithful and trustworthy in our church. It was a wonderful, Spirit-filled kickoff to 

three months of exploring how God's love affects who we are and what we are called to do!  

http://bit.ly/ConfirmationLunches
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14   Danny Berg 
       Jim Bishop 
       Jane Driver 
       Randy Graham 
       Tanner Rohrer 
16   Ronda Green 
17   Reagan Montre 
18   Jerry Hillyard 
       Samuel Shadwick 
       Katie Weckel 
       Barnabus Wohler 
20   Aaron Morrison 
       David Wedel 
21   Tony Griggs 
22   Scott Griffith 
23   Wiley Keyser 
       Sarah Payne 
24   Kathy Melander        
25   Mark Speer 

1     Carson Mansfield 
       Marj Morrow 
2     Stacey Orr 
       Thomas Shadwick 
       Bev Zizumbo 
       Ed Zoch 
3     Seara Weir 
4     Thomas Miller 
5     Jean Exline 
       Cary Renfro 
10   Olivia Atherton 
11   Makenzi Carlgren 
       Ruth Pickrell 
       Scott Salem 
       Jack Shoup 
12   Miles Denning 
       Margy Hogarty 
       Rosemary West 
13   Nathaniel Anderson 

26   Juliet Anderson 
       Beth Cormack 
       Marva Lee Doud 
       Jayme Keyser 
       Charlie Smith 
       Casey Stephenson 
27   Peter Johnston 
       Mitzie Lewis 
28   Stan Amick 
       Hunter Mowery 

29   Monne Andersen 
       Quinlyn Bratt 
30   McKayla Berg 
       Damien Parks 
       Jack Shetlar 

Planning for the 2020 Stewardship campaign has begun. Those serving on this 

year’s committee are: Sydney Soderberg, chair, Terry Bakker, Lainey Bratt, 

Randy Graham, Abbey Rupe, Bob Salem, and Carolyn Wedel with staff support 

from Pastors Charlie and Keith, Melanie Dennis and Beth Cormack. Be ready 

for some surprises! 

Stewardship 2020: The Journey Begins 

MidWeek Manna 

Resumes  

September 4th! 

After a fun summer filled with 

playful experiments in how to 

pray, First Presbyterian Church, 

Salina’s MidWeek Manna meal 

and worship service will resume 

with its regular format on 

Wednesday, September 4th at 5:15 

p.m. Come join in the relaxed 

atmosphere of fun, fellowship and 

good food in Blair Hall. 
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Sign Up for Sunday  
Chancel Flowers! 

 

You are invited to sign up, using the form below, as a Sunday Chancel 

flower donor for any Sunday this year. Perhaps there is a particular date 

that is important to you to honor or memorialize someone. All donors 

(whether there is one or ten!) and those memorialized or honored will be 

listed in the bulletin on the date desired. The cost is $25.00. Please contact 

the office with any questions at office@fpcsalina.org or 785-825-0226.   

 

  Please list date desired:___________________________________________ 

 

  Please list EXACTLY the way you want your name(s) listed as donor:   

  ______________________________________________________________ 

  Given in Memory of  

______________________________________________________________ 

OR 

Given in Honor of  

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Return the form, with your payment of $25.00, to  

First Presbyterian Church 

308 S. 8
th  

St. 

Salina, KS 67401 
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