
NEWS RELEASE 
 

WHAT: SUMMER SOUL-STICE SERIES 
WHEN: 9:30 AM - JUNE 5, JUNE 19, JULY 3, JULY 17, JULY 31, and AUGUST 7 
WHERE: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8TH AND MULBERRY STREETS 
 
First Presbyterian Church is sponsoring its initial Summer Soul-stice Series, scheduled 
every other Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room at the church, 8th and 
Mulberry Streets. The Series begins June 5 and runs alternate Tuesdays through August 
7. The Series is eclectic in nature, and happens in an informal setting that encourages 
discussion and learning. Time for each segment is about one hour – and the entire Series 
is free and open to the public, with child care provided when requested. 
 
The Summer Soul-stice Series for 2012 includes: 
 
June 5 - Come enjoy (via YouTube) a funny, sweet, ever so inspiring graduation speech given by 
Kelly Corrigan (author of “The Middle Place”) delivered to the 8th grade graduates of the 
Hamlin School (2011). Then let's reflect on our own 8th grade years and share our dreams/advice 
for current 8th grade girls. Led by Melinda Jett and Pam Harrell. 
 
June 19 - "The Power of Relationships – Essential Elements of Connection" drawing upon the 
growing body of research in neurobiology, this interactive session will explore the benefits of 
being in relationships, and focus on the key aspects of relationships that soothe the brain. Led by 
Paula Fried. 
 
July 3 – Snap, Crackle, Pop! Get ready for some “fireworks” by meeting with the new editor and 
publisher of the Salina Journal, Olaf Frandsen. Hear what he’s thinking, discuss some of the 
current “hot” topics, and find out what he thinks makes for front page news in Salina, KS. 
 
July 17 – “I haven’t spoken to my mother-in-law for eighteen months. I don’t like to interrupt 
her.” The conflict between mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law has existed throughout history. 
In the Old Testament, Rebekah complained that her daughters-in-law were making her so 
miserable she’d rather be dead. Now, thousands of years later, we’re still trying to find our way 
through the in-law minefield of emotions. Sometimes tender, often maddening, the relationship 
between mothers-and daughters-in-law is a complex one. Sydney Soderberg and Julia Crawford 
will lead a discussion on a number of contentious issues: power struggles, gift giving, grand 
parenting, holidays and more. Bring your own stories and suggestions for what has worked for 
you because this topic is NO laughing matter! 

July 31 – Come listen to an episode of This American Life with Ira Glass – Girls in need of a 
Safer Time. It’s about teenage girls who fall into the stereotype (or is it?) of being superficial and 
giggly rather than smart and confident. Facilitating the discussion that follows is Nikki 
Chamberlain, chemistry and AP chemistry at South High who started the Lab Chicks Club seven 
years ago. She’s also the mother of a daughter, with another daughter on the way in August. Led 
by Martha Rhea. 



August 7 - One of the most distinctive features of human intelligence is the capacity to imagine. 
Imagination, according to Sir Ken Robinson, produces the most extraordinary results in human 
culture. We, and our children, when using the creative process continue to learn and thrive. 
Come view a short video on creativity and the education system by Robinson, and discuss this 
imaginative idea and its implications for women, children and the community. Led by Ann 
Knowles, FPC member and General Education Chair at Brown Mackie College, Salina and Brad 
Anderson (former Chair of the Art Department at KWU), Director of Salina Arts and 
Humanities.  

 


