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Dennis Augustine, Week Day Custodian
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jeanne Norton will celebrate her 90th birthday on October 12.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Jane & Charlie Weathers will celebrate their 68th wedding
anniversary on October 2.

SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED
to Marilyn Holgerson and family for the passing of her
husband, Bill Holgerson, on September 27.

Congratulations to Jan Denning for being the 2022
Phyllis Farrar Leadership Award recipient! This award is
for individuals who have made outstanding
contributions over time to the profession of teaching
world languages. Jan implemented the Seal of
Biliteracy program in schools across Kansas. Jan knows
that with the Seal of Biliteracy program, “Our students
are able to demonstrate proficiency in a language,
which helps them in post-secondary studies, jobs and
the military. Plus, learning a language is fun!” Jan, now
retired, taught French and sometimes Spanish at Salina
Central High School.

IN MEMORIAM
Jean Gardner, 97, a member of this congregation since 1960,
passed away August 30. Sympathy is extended to her family.
Jane Driver, 90, a member of this congregation since 2002,
passed away September 28. Sympathy is extended to her
family. 

Aubrey Linville will celebrate his 94th birthday on October 25.



PASTOR'S  POSTS
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“Why Nametags?”

     I have been grateful that so many of you have taken the time, before worship has begun and
even in a few committee meetings, to find your nametag and put it on in a place where I can see
it. This has helped me gain confidence in naming you and making a connection between the list
of names in the church-directory and the faces I see throughout the church building and around
Salina. It is my hope that wearing nametags will be an act of hospitality we continue to practice
for years to come.

     I understand that wearing nametags may feel strange for those of you who have been
attending First Presbyterian Church for years but this practice of making our name seen is not so
much about us, but rather, welcoming one another in faith and love. Being able to name one
another, is part of our commitment as a Matthew 25 church. As we build on our congregational
vitality we are reminded of Jesus words, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (v. 35). 

    But having a scriptural warrant for knowing one another’s names is not the only rationale for
encouraging everyone, including me, to put on a nametag on Sunday morning. Consider a few
other reasons for finding your own nametag and putting it somewhere that a person
approaching you can reasonably see it:

      Few people know everybody in the congregation: there may be someone you
haven’t seen for sometime and wouldn’t it be a whole lot nicer to approach them with
a warm welcome while saying their name, instead of fumbling through an awkward
greeting?

      Nametags invite conversation: both common and more unique surnames lead us
to wonder who it is we are speaking with; could they be related to someone we know
or have known in a different area of our life?
     Knowing names makes fellowship more personal: overhearing multiple people
warmly greet one another by name, either before or after worship, leads to an
increased sense of warmth as smiles abound; welcome spreads hearing names freely
exchanged.
     Guests feel less conspicuous: as we seek to welcome both those who are returning
after the pandemic and those who are worshipping with us for the first time, our
attention to not presuming everyone knows each other’s names conveys a sense of
welcome and inclusion.

      Leadership needs help with names: just like not every congregant knows
everybody’s name 100% of the time, neither do members of the church staff or
elected leadership; we want to greet and include you in ministry by name, so please
wear your tag!

     And so, as we move into our second month of ministry together I want to encourage all
of you to join me in making sure one of the first things we do when we enter the building
on Sunday mornings is to find our own nametag, put it on, and warmly greet one another
in faith and love.



by Heidi Paquin

FBI  UPDATE
It is so exciting to have the children attending Wednesday classes, once again! During our first
discussion, the children and adult guests indulged in ice-cream sundaes, leftover from the recent 
ice-cream social. At least one child was heard giving our snack selection a score of 10/10! It was a great
way to kick off our year!

FBI stands for Faithful Bible Investigators. Those registered for FBI attend classes each Wednesday from
3:45- 5:15. Our regular FBI includes children in Kindergarten through Fifth Grade. We currently have 10
children signed up for FBI.  FBI-In-Training is for children who are between 2.5 years old through pre-k.
Currently, we have 5 children registered to attend FBI-In-Training. If you know anyone who would like
to join our Wednesday classes, please direct them to our church website www.fpcsalina.org to register or
contact heidi@fpcsalina.org.  Guests are welcome anytime.

What Are We Learning
We continue to use the Follow Me program in our Wednesday classes. This first unit is titled, Living in
Community. Our first two sessions were spent investigating 1 Corinthians 12:4-31. This particular chapter
centers on Paul’s familiar metaphor of comparing the body of Christ, the church, to the parts of the
human body. In order to better understand this metaphor, the children participated in an activity that
included being assigned the name of a body part that each were to represent. In small groups, the
children were then tasked with wrapping a gift by only using the body part they had been assigned. As
you can imagine, the children discovered very quickly that this task was near impossible. As you can note
in our pictures, they certainly tried to carry out their assigned task. Eventually, the children determined
that it was best to have all the various body parts working together as one. The children used the
wrapped gifts to record their individual gifts and talents.
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YOUTH  UPDATE

Page 4

have appreciation for her effort and relationship with our youth and regret that we
must say farewell to her as she concludes her work with FPC. There was a need for
her to step back from this work in order to better focus on her family. Thank you,
Haley!

Haley’s work as Youth Ministry Director at FPC concluded at the end of September. 
 A task force with members from personnel and CYYA have met and are preparing a
plan to seamlessly continue the youth programs this fall.

What Is Next?
Our classes will continue to explore what it means to live in community with one another.
Conversations will focus on feasting and listening together, helping those in need, and
supporting even those beyond our church walls. We are hoping to have a service project lined
up for October that can allow the children to put into practice what they have learned.

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am among them.” Matthew 18:20

Thank you to Meghan Hessman and Briana Dundon who provide invaluable support to our
Wednesday classes. Meghan is our FBI volunteer assistant and Briana leads the FBI-In-
Training small group in the nursery. 

Thank you to those who have signed up to provide snacks for our class sessions! We are very
appreciative. There are slots still available, if you would like to sign up to provide snacks. Use
the following link to sign up,  www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FACAC2DAAFCC34-snacks
or drop off individually wrapped snacks at the church.

FBI  UPDATE, CONT.

Saying Good-bye to Haley Grabast 

Haley began working with FPC’s youth groups nearly two years ago.  We 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FACAC2DAAFCC34-snacks


HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Sophia Justus
Matt Grammer
Jennifer Peckham
Ron Green
Emily Wood
David Grammer
Mark Grammer
Caroline Holgerson
Alex Davidson
Graham Norris
Rachael Koshgarian
Maralyn Williams
Joey Soltis

14
16

17

20

21

22
23

1
2

4
5
6
8
9
10
12

13

Britton Zuccarelli
Brett Norris
Liam Morris
Carolyn Exline
Robert Justus
Ann Payne
Heather Smith
Charley Jarvis
Steve Fowler
Jane Grammer
Jeanne Norton
Lori Hall
Toni Renfro

Aubrey Linville
Addison Renfro
Claire Renfro
Mallory Renfro
Karen Griffith
Becky Cram
Megan Dupy
Ryan Dupy
Ashley Jarvis

25

27
28
29
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WEDNESDAYS
5:15 PM

BLAIR HALL





The book Farewell to Manzanar
is a true story of one spirited
Japanese American family’s
attempt to survive internment
during and after WW II. 

Books for a suggested $10 donation

This book discussion is led by Dale Hanson,
who states “We need to learn from history.” 

~October 16, 11:15 am in the Conference Room
~October 23, 11:15 am in the Conference Room

Ar
ou

nd
 Th

e Church

Welcomed Phil Price to the first Session meeting of his ministry at FPC.
Received reports from the pastor, standing committees and the Presbytery.
Heard an update on preparation of the annual coat drive jointly sponsored with
Sunrise Presbyterian Church that will be October 8. The location will be the old
Ashby House Office Building at 142 S. 7th Street.
Supported Pastor Phil’s choice of installation date, Sunday, November 13 at 4:00 p.m.
The Presbytery of Northern Kansas will participate.
Set November 13 as the date for a called congregational meeting to approve the slate
of officers put forward by the nomination committee and to approve amended FPC
Articles of Incorporation and FPC Bylaws.
Approved revisions in the Youth Ministry Director job description.
Approved the plan for 2023 Blue Cross/Blue Shield of KS medical coverage for FT
employees.
Approved revisions in the FPC employee handbook policy regarding Paid Family
Leave/Major Illness Leave.
Approved participation in the PCUSA Peace & Global Witness and Christmas Joy
Offerings.
Discussed options for meeting with persons interested in membership at FPC.

Adult Faith Formation
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September 19, 2022 Meeting Highlights 
Session

Presbyterian Women’s 
Bible Study, 

Celebrating Sabbath:
Accepting God’s Gift of 

Rest and Delight. 

Books for a suggested $10 donation

Starts October 10, 5:00pm in the Hope Room.
Contact Becky Cram for more information.

This is a monthly bible study
where each lesson stands alone. 

October 2, 11:15 am in the Conference Room
Video & Discussion “Life After Death: Jesus, Judaism and Justice” By Dr. Amy Jill Levine 

FACILITATED BY PASTOR PHIL!

October 9, 11:15 am in the Conference Room
Video & Discussion “Dust” by Rob Bell



Adult Ed Class

Children's Time
Sermon

Technical Support

Singing a Hymn

Fellowship
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You will see this verse frequently during our stewardship season. A Presbyterian pastor
tells that this verse reflects back on the double love command, calling for love. And one
way that love is expressed is by giving generously to provide hospitality and serve our
“neighbors.” This verse also reminds us that we are recipients of the incredible gift of
God’s grace, and we are called to steward that gift by serving others. Ultimately, our
giving is one way that we can glorify God and point to God’s amazing love and grace for
all of us, and that should be cause for generosity and celebration!

In this spirit and with optimism, your church officers and their families have stepped
forward to prayerfully consider their financial support of our church for the coming
year. This will serve as a demonstration of support and gratitude for the mission and
ministry of First Presbyterian Church, Salina. Watch for growth on the graphic design
(our stewardship logo) that is to be posted in the lobby area that will illustrate our
faithful support.

As we hear and read updates of the work of our church each week (Minute for
Stewardship), take time to remember that all this is an incredible gift of God’s grace to
us. We are blessed to have a new pastor and family with us now. Pastor Phil and our
dedicated staff work hard to bring us together, support our mission and help us use
our time and talents to carry out God’s work in this community. Your participation and
your financial support help build optimism for this new season at our church.

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of Gods’ varied grace. 

1 Peter 4:10
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Amy Blackim

On September 11, Amy shared that Faith Formation is a fundamental ministry of
our church. It begins with our youngest through Faithful Bible Investigators
(F.B.I.), then with youth taking part in God Squad and HeBrews and continues
with opportunities for all ages. First Presbyterian Church, Salina is blessed with
an outstanding Summer Soul-stice program focused on relevant current issues
each summer, monthly women’s bible studies and informative book study
programs that strengthen our faith journey. These occasionally surprise us with
new insights and help fill gaps when we may not realize that we are missing
something.

On September 18, Carolyn shared that Social Justice and Mission supports local
and international agencies using 15% of the church’s annual income.  Volunteers
on the committee prayerfully consider the needs of our community and engage
with the causes whenever the opportunities arise.  An example is the annual
Salina Coat Drive which is a partnership of FPC and Sunrise Presbyterian Church
in cooperation with local service organizations and schools.  Hundreds of warm
coats have been distributed over the years to children and adults in our
community.  This mission work aligns with the PCUSA Matthew 25 Initiative that
challenges congregations to deepen their faith and get actively and joyfully
engaged with their community and the world through service.

Carolyn Wedel

Dale Hanson

On September 25, Dale shared that the Trustees are responsible for the upkeep 
of First Presbyterian Church Salina’s building and grounds.  Just like in our own
homes, this work can be quite expensive.  The Trustee’s annual budget makes up
26% of the overall church income.  There has been considerable effort to make
the building more energy efficient including windows, equipment, appliances and
roof.  This is good stewardship of our resources. 
It is expected that our building should remain in good condition and that work
occurs to minimize deterioration.  Numerous issues have been or will be
addressed including improvements in plumbing on the 3rd floor, water proofing
and landscaping, the new video system in the sanctuary and work to improve
acoustics. 

Minute For Stewardship
in September
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We look forward in the Sundays to come to learn more about PCUSA, Synod and
Presbytery Connections; Worship and Personnel; Memorial and Endowment;
Deacons/Outreach; and the global impact of Social Justice & Mission.
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