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" INDEED, GOD DID NOT SEND THE
SON INTO THE WORLD TO

CONDEMN THE WORLD BUT IN
ORDER THAT THE WORLD MIGHT

BE SAVED THROUGH HIM."

John 3:17
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Senior Harper Johnston will be representing Salina Central
High School in the International Honor Choir at Carnegie Hall in
New York City on Feb. 5. A soprano, Johnston is also the first
female student from Central to participate in the International
Choir. She is the student of Ryan Holmquist, choir director at
Central. Johnston is the daughter of Peter and Sara Johnston
of Salina.

SALINA CENTRAL SENIOR HARPER JOHNSTON SELECTED
FOR INTERNATIONAL HONOR CHOIR

to Dusty & Wendy Moshier for
celebrating their 53rd wedding

anniversary on March 20!
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 If there is something you would like to include in the
personals (i.e. graduation, wedding, anniversary,
sympathy) email communications@fpcsalina.org by
the 20th of each month.

IN MEMORIAM
John Smutz, 97, a member of this
congregation since 1993, passed away
February 21st. Sympathy is extended
to Helen and his family.

FPC Staff
PASTOR
Rev. Phil Price
 phil@fpcsalina.org

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry
 Director
 heidi@fpcsalina.org
 ~Meghan Hessman, 
   CE Assistant
 ~Briana Dundon, 
   Nursery Caregiver

 
OFFICE 
Melanie Dennis, 
 Church Administrator   
 melanie@fpcsalina.org

Nicole Olson, 
 Administrative & 
 Communications Coordinator
 nicole@fpcsalina.org

FACILITY   
~Steve Fowler, 
  Lead Custodian/
  Maintenance Technician
  steve@fpcsalina.org 
~Dennis Augustine, 
  Week Day Custodian
~Regina Miller, 
  Sunday Custodian

To read the entire article:  https://salinapost.com/posts/

MUSIC
~Dr. Richard Koshgarian,
  Music Director 
~Angie Koshgarian,
  Organist   
~Jesse Smith, Worship A/V
  Technician/Musician

https://salinapost.com/posts/041ff654-5aab-46e5-b8ee-3d3a9c7eb443?fbclid=IwAR0WpZojSuUWLFeLwI_8hZNg8H6IbSThWSMYtkIULzsIpC7N8iOQVXi0W1c


EASTER EASTER SUNDAYSUNDAY
APRIL 9, 2023APRIL 9, 2023
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LOOKING FORWARD

Congregational 
Meeting

March 19, 2023
Following Worship
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W H O  A R E  Y O U  L I S T E N I N G  T O ?
Many people use the season of Lent to develop new or deepening spiritual practices which
strengthen their faith. Some will give-up caffeine or chocolate, so that whenever they have a
craving it serves as a prompt for prayer; drawing them closer to the Divine asking for
assistance to maintain their fast. In addition to fasting for deepening faith, consider adding a
practice that stretches faith.

As we move through the season of Lent, stretching faith might include thinking about how
our listening choices shape our relationship with God and one another. For the last several
years I have been listening to a number of podcasts that help shape my understanding of faith
and life and I thought sharing them with you might help your faith journey.

My current favorite podcast is titled “Homebrewed Christianity” hosted by Dr. Tripp Fuller. Most
recently he was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Theology & Science at the University of
Edinburgh, Scotland. On his semi-weekly shows he examines a number of topics with humor
and intelligence. The show’s website says: “Our goal is to bring the wisdom of the academy’s
ivory tour into your earbuds. Think of each episode as an audiological ingredient for you to
brew your own faith.” Each episode ranges from an hour-and-a-half to two hours.

Another podcast that has been shaping my faith is titled, “The Bible for Normal People.” It is a
vast repository for expanding Biblical knowledge and is hosted by Peter Enns who is a
professor of biblical studies at Eastern University and Jared Byas, author of Love Matters More
and Jonah for Normal People. Both hosts strive to help “normal” people discover how to
understand and interpret our Sacred Book. Their weekly podcasts range from forty-five
minutes to an hour and like “Homebrewed Christianity” there are several years’ worth of
episodes to explore.

Podcasts like these are a great way to learn about God and the world we have been given. As
you make your way through Lent consider how our listening choices shape our experience of
God and one another. As we make our way to the Cross and beyond the Empty Tomb I hope
you will find ways to stretch your faith for the journey we are making together.

PASTOR'S  POSTS
Phil Price

“William A Phillips, who founded Salina, was a Scotch
Presbyterian and his mother, Mrs. Christina Phillips, a
widow and one of our founders, was more Scotch and
more Presbyterian than her son. In fact, most of the
settlers of the town were Scotch and Presbyterian. So, it
was quite natural that the Rev. A. T. Rankin and Dr.
William Bishop of the Old Scotch Branch of the
Presbyterian Church should come to Salina to organize
a church in the community.”

Article from Church Directory on History

FIRST FACTS
FPC History

Christine Phillips
Church Founder



SESSION SNIPITS

H O S P I T A L I T Y  H O S T  V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T Y
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Received reports from the pastor and standing committees which are
getting organized for 2023.
Reviewed and approved minutes of the 2023 annual meeting.
Approved serving communion on Good Friday, April 7 rather than Maundy
Thursday, April 6.
Ratified earlier email votes regarding participation in the Souper Bowl of
Hope and the GSCF Match Madness fundraisers, as well as, the statistical
report to PCUSA.
Heard an update on FPC involvement with serving the Wednesday noon
meal each week at Salina Grace. Several more of the congregation are now
taking part and additional volunteers are always welcome.
Reviewed the annual church calendar and discussed several
activities/programs for inclusion or omission.
Discussed and will refer to the Deacons a proposal to resume Presbyterian
Manor bus transportation in partnership with Sunrise Presbyterian Church.

FEBRUARY 20,  2023 MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Pickup donut holes from Carol Lee Donuts               
 (104 S. 5th St) and arrive at the church by 9:30 am
Set out donut holes on platters in the Parlor &      
 clean up after
Fill Keurig's with water & refill as needed/empty after
Set out water for drinking and juice pouches (in
downstairs NW fridge) & clean up after
Restock any coffee items as needed during fellowship
time

Volunteer duties on Sunday morning:

Whether you want to serve as a family or are flying
solo, this is a great opportunity to greet old friends
and make new acquaintances!

Pick your Sunday on the sign-up sheet located in the
Parlor. 
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New FPC Members!

Kathy Price
I was born in California, and while my dad worked for the U.S.
Customs service we moved around a lot, never living
anywhere more than 5 years. We ended up in the Seattle area
for high school and I consider Washington my home state.
My sister, her family and my parents still live there, close to
each other. I attended Washington State University, majoring
in history and English. Throughout and after college I served 3
churches as a youth director and decided if I wanted to stay
in that field I needed some education in this field. I attended
the Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond,
VA to receive my MA in Christian Education, and that is
where I met Phil! Since graduating I have been able to serve
churches as Director of Christian Education, an Associate
Presbyter for Resourcing and as a volunteer.

Phil and I have one son, Eric who was born premature at 24 weeks, weighing 1 lb 6 oz.
While he is considered a “miracle baby”, he is a typical 20 year old, with a great sense of
humor, loyal to friends, works hard, enjoys golfing and playing Xbox, and is finishing his
sophomore year at Boise State University. He hopes to be a high school
history/government teacher. 

In my free time, I enjoy reading, watching movies, quilting, helping others, and have
started volunteering at Meadowlark Ridge Elementary School. Phil and I have a black lab
mix, Pepper, and a small black “panther” that stalks our house, name Spooky. We are
happy to be in Salina and are enjoying all that the community has to offer as well as
exploring our new state!

Kathy Price; Jeremiah, Amy, Gannon &
Stratton Cole; Colton Pitko & Kirsten Hansen
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The Cole's
Jeremiah and Amy have two sons, Gannon and Stratton. 

Both boys love to travel with family, hang out with cousins, try
new foods, play Xbox and be on their phones with friends.

Jeremiah is from Bennington and is a graduate of K-State with a degree in golf course
management. He is a former golf course assistant superintendent who worked in Colorado
and then in Newton, KS on the grow in of Sand Creek Station before moving back to this area.
He works in outside sales now and can typically be found coaching one of his boys in sports,
watching them in a sport, hunting or fishing with them, or fishing himself with the BASS Club
in Salina. His lifelong nickname is Toad and he will absolutely not be offended if you call him
that.

Gannon is 14, a freshman at Central. He plays football (his
favorite), basketball, and runs track. He loves hunting, fishing,
watersports, skiing and traveling. He is an avid KSU fan,
Seahawk fan and never sits still. He was born on Jeremiah and
Amy’s first wedding anniversary, his actual due date. 

Stratton is 12, a seventh grader at Lakewood Middle School. He
also plays football (his favorite), basketball, and is deciding
between track and tennis for a spring sport. He also loves
hunting, fishing, watersports, and traveling. He loves to cook
and is always creating fun new meals and drinks. He is also a
Cats fan and likes going to games with his grandma.

Amy is from Gypsum and is also a graduate of K-State, with a degree in Journalism/PR. She
minored in French and business management and holds a green belt in Six Sigma (Lean
Manufacturing). She works in fundraising and travels often for work. She enjoys watching her
boys in all of their activities, cooking, reading, traveling, decorating, skiing and watersports. She
swore she would never call him Toad when they started dating in high school, yet has since
1998. It’s easier. 

The entire family loves to spend time outside, try new recipes together, travel to new and old
favorite spots, cheer on the Cats and spend time with their large families. They have two black
labs and one butterscotch cat (Toad’s rescue cat). The boys have been involved in FPC Youth
activities for a handful of years and Amy has served on the youth committee for a few years.
They are excited to make it official.

Colton 
& Kirsten

Colton and Kirsten will be married at First Presbyterian on
April 29th. 

Colton and Kirsten are so excited to be joining this church.
They have recently moved to Salina. Their dog, Remi, is a
sheepadoodle. They love spending time with family and
friends. 

Kirsten has a bachelor's degree from Emporia State University
and is a teacher for USD 305 at Cottonwood Elementary. 

Colton is originally from Eureka, KS and moved to Salina for a
new job with MHC Kenworth. Parents still live in Eureka and
are teachers as well! He enjoys the outdoors and hunting. 



Children’s Ministry
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry Director
 ~Meghan Hessman, CE Assistant
 ~Briana Dundon, Nursery Caregiver

The FBI children decided to donate money to The Salina Food Bank ($70), Salina Grace ($60), and
The Love Chloe Foundation ($220). Bingo winners donated their Bingo winnings to one of the
three organizations listed above. Each Bingo winner was awarded $10.  As you can see from the
donation totals, the children felt particularly drawn to the Love Chloe Foundation and its mission.
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FBI and 
FBI-In-Training 

Our Faithful Bible Investigators (FBI) highlights for February included creating Valentine cards for
church members who are homebound and playing BINGO led by Sydney Soderberg.

As you can see from the pictures, the kids worked really hard on their Valentine cards. Some
children created more than one card. A Hershey’s candy bar was added to the inside of each card. 

We have some important events to announce for March! First, the FBI children have decided to
serve as greeters on the first Sunday of each month. Our first Sunday will be March 5, 2023. The
children will be instructed in the role of a church greeter. While as many children as would like to
participate are encouraged to serve as a greeter on any first Sunday of the month, one specific
child will be designated.

Valentine Cards:

BINGO Fun:
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children Greeters:



Items must be
thoroughly cleaned
and include the
proper lid. Look for a
drop off box in the
church lobby area.

It can be difficult to find service projects that our FBI children can actively participate in. The
children will be collecting containers for the Salina Food Bank. While we will accept donations
from the congregation, we are hoping that the children will take an active role in cleaning the
containers from their home and bringing them to the church for collection. Below are containers
that the food bank is seeking in order to disperse items like laundry and dish soap. This project
serves two purposes recycling and supporting the mission of the Salina Food Bank.

Salina Food Bank Donations:
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Heartland Summer Day Camp:
Once again Sunrise and First Presbyterian churches are sponsoring the Heartland Summer Day
Camp. Camp is scheduled for this summer from June 12th through the 16th. This is truly a
wonderful camp that focuses on Bible study and loads of activities and fun! Children who have
completed Kindergarten through Sixth grade are invited to attend. For additional information
about the upcoming camp please contact heidi@fpcsalina.org or check out the following link,
https://www.heartlandcamps.org/ There is no charge to attend. If you are a congregation member
please consider inviting your grandchild or great grandchild to attend this action packed week!
We would love to have additional guests.

Presbytery of Northern Kansas (PNK):
PNK is offering a High School Mission Trip and
a Middle School Work Camp June 4 - 9. FPC is
willing to offer scholarship money to students
interested in registering for either of these
options. 

The registration links are available in the
Weekly Word emails. Can also contact
Amanda Littell for questions at
alittell@pnks.org or 1-877-777-5310.

Our Senior High ministry has been enjoying responding to “Would You Rather”
questions as much, if not more than, their younger friends in God Squad. In fact,
several of those silly questions have led to deeper side-conversations, lots of laughter,
and some serious considerations. That’s a HUGE step forward, especially between 7
a.m. and 7:30 a.m. before the youth head over to Central High and adults head off to
work. Please continue to pray for our youth as they start the day with fellowship,
conversation, prayer, and caffeine!

mailto:Heidi@fpcsalina.org
https://www.heartlandcamps.org/


Our Junior High ministry began the New Year with a fun time of playing
pool, eating pizza and responding to “Would You Rather” questions in the
Youth Room followed by an evening meal, two weeks later, at Chili’s—a
new experience for one of the youth who had never eaten there before!
While the month to come will see our gatherings interrupted by Spring
Break, we will make sure to both gather in the Youth Room at least one
Wednesday evening along with an area restaurant. Makenzi Carlgren, Trey
Cullins and Pastor Phil would love to hear your suggestions about where
God Squad should go out to eat! Please continue to pray for our youth as
they gather for food, fun, and fellowship.
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The young people who are exploring their faith as part of the Confirmation Class,
along with their mentors and Pastor Phil, have already tackled some BIG Questions:
How Do We Know and Trust God? What Is Sin and How Do We Turn from It? And Who
Is Your Lord? 

How would you answer those questions yourselves, dear reader? One way you can
help Gannon Cole, Hadley Johnston, Colin Rupe, Katelyn Rupe, Tommy Payne, and
Danielle Peckham in their confirmation journey is to think about how you would
answer those questions yourselves and then strike-up a conversation after worship
with one of our confirmands about that topic. Please continue to pray for these
young people and their mentors as they make their way along their journey.
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