
S O A K  U P  T H E  S O N

I remember going on a trip to Silver Dollar City with my youth

group in the summer of 2002. With 288 miles to go, we had

plenty of radio time! It's funny how a song can evoke a

memory and for me, that song is Sheryl Crow's billboard hit

"Soak Up the Sun." That day in the back of our church

suburban, that song took on a whole new meaning. Even now

when it plays on the radio, my lyrical interpretation is this:

"I'm gonna soak up the Son, I'm gonna tell everyone to lighten

up. I'm gonna tell 'em that I've got no one to blame for every

time I feel lame I'm looking up. I'm gonna soak up the Son." 

I think we could all take time to soak up the Son, don't you? 
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ANNIVERSARY

Liz & Chuck Carroll will celebrate their 58th wedding anniversary on

June 2.

Heather & Boyd Smith will celebrate their 53rd wedding anniversary

on June 9.

Patty & John Landes will celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on

June 18.

IN MEMORIAM

Jack Ludwig, a member of the congregation since 1970, died May 11.

Sympathy is extended to his wife, Ann, his daughters, Paige Enriquez,

Salina, and Lori Watson (Dale), Papillion, NE, his grandchildren, and

great-grandchildren. 

SYMPATHY

Brandon & Trish Gary, Mason & Kendyl. Brandon’s grandmother,

Frances Crosson, Minneapolis, KS, died May 14.
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P E R S O N A L S

F O L L O W  U S  
Don't forget to "like" us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube

page! FPC will receive our own special page link once we reach 100

followers. Help us to meet this goal in 2021! 
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I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S E R V I N G ?
We are so grateful that we are able to resume our worship in person.

For this time of new beginnings, we would like to get a big jump on

recruiting our ushers. If you are interested email Jane Gates at

jgates@stiefeltheatre.org.

mailto:jgates@stiefeltheatre.org
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

20   MacKenzie Morris

22   Mason Gary

       Gary Montre

23   Bob Stinson

24  Will Exline

       Susy Reitz

       Jane Weathers

       Sam Pridey

25   Trey Mowery

27   Scott Fredrickson

       Jamie Hall

28   Grant England

       Cora White

29   Mark Wedel

       Betty Norman

1   Kegan England

3   Aidan Speer

5   Ann Ludwig

7   Tige Soderberg

8   Dustin Denning

     Lynn Kerbs

     Nan Miller

     Boyd Smith

9   Jane Gates

10  Marcia Anderson

11   Sid Reitz

15  Madison Montre

16  Anne Davidson

     Denice Justus

     Sydney Soderberg

18  Bruce Pearson

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation announcements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

A  G R E A T  M O N T H  O F  G I V I N G

In the month of May, we had two great opportunities to serve locally and nationally. The RIP Medical

Debt campaign raised over $5,610, that's $610 over our goal! This amount will allow First Presbyterian

Church to relieve over $500,000 in medical debt plaguing rural communities across the US.

Project Salina was also a success with $405 raised and plenty of canned goods donated. This amount

will purchase 972 cans of food to be distributed among the Ashby House, Salina Rescue Mission,

Salina Emergency Aid Food Bank, Salina Salvation Army, and DVACK. Project Salina provides about

40% of the annual food needs to these organizations. Thank you FPC Salina!



T H O U G H T S  F R O M  E W E N

B Y  T R A N S I T I O N A L  P A S T O R  E W E N  H O L M E S

In Genesis 31 there is the story of Jacob heading back home. Jacob is ranting to his

wives, daughters of Laban, about their father. They agreed with Jacob’s sentiments.

So, Jacob gathered together their belongings in preparation of leaving. As they were

leaving, Rachel, Jacob’s favorite wife, steals her father’s household gods (images).

After a week of hard traveling, Laban has caught up to Jacob, and he admonishes him

first for leaving without saying goodbye, and then he accuses Jacob of stealing his

gods. Laban did not say anything like: “Jacob – my household gods are missing. Is

there any chance someone might have mistakenly taken them? Do you mind if I take a

look?” NO!! Laban goes off the deep end, screaming, yelling, and accusing Jacob of

stealing, and that makes matters worse!

Now, Jacob could have responded in a calm manner, but he didn’t! He reacted in such

a way that it escalated everything! He vehemently proclaimed his innocence! In the

meantime, Rachel hid the gods she has stolen by sitting on them.

The Bible is full of such stories – stories of human imperfections! This is just one of

those imperfect stories that become part of our faith story! And like so many family

stories, this one gives us a mirror in which we may see our own imperfections.

In the whole scheme of things, I must give credit to Laban. He’s the one who steps

back and de-escalates the situation. In spite of the fact that he’s the offended and

grieved party, he was able to find a way to maintain a good relationship between

himself and his son-in-law. For Laban, the relationship was more important than his

grievances!

We certainly understand that fact, especially as we look back over this past year. All

of us need reminders at different moments in our life! They help guide us through the

unknowns and keep us focused on what’s important! This story involving Jacob and

Laban points to the importance of relationships. Sometimes we need to override our

pride and hubris in order to see the value of something like a relationship! 
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Our end of year celebration at
Rolling Hills Zoo was also a

success and enjoyed by many!

As we look towards the summer, Sunrise and FPC celebrate the opportunity to partner together

again for our yearly Heartland Day Camp experience available to our children for the first time

since 2019! We are so excited and looking forward to enjoying a safe and celebratory experience

as we join together again for this amazing experience! For those who may be new to the

Heartland experience, the Day Camp is open to children who have completed grades K-6th and

will take place at Sunrise Presbyterian the week of June 14-18. Registration is FREE for FPC families

and friends. Kids share in the good news of Jesus and the love of God through Bible stories, crafts,

and skits! They will also enjoy the outdoors with water games, camp activities, campfires, and

more! Covid precautions will be in place to ensure safety for all attendees and volunteers! To

register, or for more information, please visit https://www.heartlandcamps.org/sunrise-fpc-salina.

Please pass this information along to anyone you know who might be interested! 

Additionally, we want to pray for our children and families as we transition back to some

'normalcy'. We are so grateful for each and every one of you! We are here for you and praying for

you. Much love!

C H I L D R E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E

B Y  S H E L B Y  D I C K S O N

Happy Summertime! Wishing those of you reading this, a very wonderful upcoming month! What a

sigh of relief it is that opportunities are open and available this summer that weren't available just

one year ago. It's hard to believe that May has already come and gone! We began the month of

May by having our Faithful Bible Investigators join together IN PERSON! It was a beautiful reunion!

Page 4

https://www.heartlandcamps.org/sunrise-fpc-salina


B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

K E I T H ' S  K O R N E R

On May 16th, I preached about how we can allow God to

transform us more and more each day by recognizing God’s

presence with us every day. In doing so, we are able to

allow God to turn the ground on which we are standing at

any given moment into holy ground – ground that is fertile

for God to cause growth in us. This is Jesus’ prayer in John

17:17, when he asks God to “sanctify them in the truth.”

That Sunday, I spoke about sanctification as the process of

growth in Christian love. Dr. Daniel Migliore, an emeritus

professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, describes six

marks of growth in Christian life. The first mark is maturing

as hearers of the Word of God. This is the foundation level

for growth.

 

 

"WE CAN ALLOW

GOD TO

TRANSFORM US

MORE AND

MORE EACH

DAY BY

RECOGNIZING

GOD’S

PRESENCE WITH

US EVERY DAY. "
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When we read scripture, we read the stories of God’s

presence with our ancestors in faith in generations past.

Even when people have failed to follow God’s Word, we see

the steadfast love, mercy, and justice of God present

through the ages, inviting people to repent of their mistakes

and return to God. We see the command of Jesus to love

one another as he has loved us, and we are able to read

what that love looks like. When we are aware of and

receptive to the presence of the Holy Spirit with us as we

read scripture and as we apply that scripture in our lives,

we can be assured of our growth in Christian love. This is

why we say the Prayer for Illumination before we read

scripture on Sundays.

Dr. Migliore also describes the process of sanctification as

maturation in prayer, allowing ourselves to be open and

honest in our conversations with God. It is a maturation in

freedom – being able to free yourself from the need to earn

God’s love (since it’s a free gift through Jesus Christ) or the

acceptance of anyone else (since it doesn’t really matter),

and freedom to serve God and others (since it’s the way we

express our love for God and neighbor). It’s a maturation in

solidarity with our fellow human beings, loving them as the

beloved children of God they are. It’s a maturation in

thankfulness and joy for the steadfast love, mercy, and

justice of God through Jesus Christ. And, finally, it’s a

maturation in hope – a hope that the way things are today is

not permanent, and that we are able to work with God

towards the day when the kingdom of God will be a reality.

 

Sanctification is growth – in scripture, prayer, freedom,

solidarity, thankfulness, joy, and hope. When we recognize

God’s presence in our midst and respect the holy ground on

which we can always stand wherever we go, God causes

growth in us. How can you do your part to allow God to

cause your growth today?
 

"SANCTIFICATION IS GROWTH IN

SCRIPTURE, PRAYER, FREEDOM,

SOLIDARITY, THANKFULNESS, JOY,

AND HOPE."
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B Y  H A L E Y  G R A B A S T

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E

What a great Spring Semester we had! I am ever so thankful that we were able to gather in

person. My deepest thanks go to Mokas and the families who hosted gatherings! It has been the

greatest joy getting to watch these youth blossom over the last few months. They have all

changed in the best ways! 

During the month of May, HeBrews met on Thursday mornings for coffee, breakfast, and

conversation. We spent time lifting each other up in prayer, growing relationships, and talking

about future plans. The high schoolers are wise beyond their years! One conversation that speaks

volumes of their maturity was on “judging” others. Even though it is human nature to judge first,

everyone has the ability to respond with positivity and/or understanding words and actions. 

High schoolers, keep doing the great things you are! 

God Squad met Sunday Evenings for delicious food, lots of laughs, and some insight to the

thoughts from our middle school youth. I am so grateful for the families who were able to host us

in their homes! Middle school youth are so much fun to be with! They always kept us on our toes

and offered the best laughs. 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you to Jeremiaha, Amy, Gannon, and Stratton Cole, Jordan, Britton,

Marshall, Molly, and Mariana Zuccarelli, and Chris, Abby, Katelyn, and Colin Rupe.

Your meals were delicious and your homes are beautiful! 
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MATTHEW 25 MISSION

As FPC makes our way toward becoming a Matthew 25 church,

we wanted to share a story about how being a Matthew 25

church has shaped other congregations across the country. This

month’s story comes from the Presbytery of New Brunswick in

New Jersey. 

“It was a hot July afternoon, five months after the first stay-at-

home orders had forced us inside. Cherry Oakley, moderator of

the Presbytery of New Brunswick, was thinking hard in the front

seat of her car. She lamented the racial and economic injustice

laid bare by the pandemic. She longed for human connection,

for storytelling, for singing. Thinking gave way to inspiration.

What if, she thought, some forum existed even now — even as we

socially distance — for minoritized voices to share their stories?

The Justice Concert of the Presbytery of New Brunswick was

born.

Cherry mobilized a team of volunteers to help realize her vision.

Artists in New Jersey and beyond began submitting creative

works that wrestled with injustice. The planning team set about

organizing submissions into a cohesive online collection. The

result: a 90-minute concert recognizing, reckoning with, and

responding to social injustice. Viewers are encouraged to

donate to the Poor People’s Campaign.” 

There are many ways churches and/or presbyteries may respond

to the Matthew 25 invitation and this example does just that by

addressing the call to dismantle structural racism. By uplifting

minority voices in the spaces we occupy, we create a more well-

rounded vision for how we are to live out Christ’s call to love our

neighbors on a personal level, community level, and institutional

level. For more  Matthew 25 impact and stories like this one,

visit presbyterianmission.org/matt-25-stories/. 

JACKIE
ROBINSON
BOOK STUDY
Jackie Robinson’s faith was

a powerful but quiet engine

that drove & sustained him

as he shattered racial

barriers on & beyond the

baseball diamond. “Jackie

Robinson: A Spiritual

Biography” explores the

faith that carried him

through the torment and

abuse he suffered for

integrating the major

leagues and drove him to

get involved in the civil

rights movement.  On

Sunday June 13th( Note: this

is a change of date from

June 6th) following worship

there will be an

organizational meeting to

discuss dates and time for

the group to meet; books

will be available for

purchase. What a great way

to start the summer and

bring in the baseball

season. Join us in this book

study and discussion - it’s

sure to be a “hit”! 
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Every one shall s it in safety under his own v ine and

fig tree, and there shall be none to make him afraid.

Micah 4:4

This year’s Summer Soul-stice will again engage

speakers from across the country along with a few more

local favorites exploring the “after-time” of our year of

COVID with its lock-downs of separation and paralyzing

political polarity. How do we move forward? How do we

open to our new normal? In other words, how do we

begin to actively and intentionally heal, individually and

in community? All three sessions will be moderated by

Paula Fried, PhD in psychology, actively practicing in

Salina, and a community leader. 

There are two options for participation in this year’s

program: online and in-person. Sessions are scheduled

to go online at 12 noon June 16, 30 and July 14 on the

First Presbyterian Church website (www.fpcsalina.org) on

either Facebook or YouTube. Each session can be

accessed any time after it has gone live. You can also

join us in person at First Presbyterian Church, 308 S. 8th,

at 12 noon, as we watch the sessions together followed

by a discussion. 
 

SUMMER
SOUL-STICE
2021
MOVING TO HIGHER GROUND :  

PRACTICES FOR HEALING
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Session One- June 16: The Need for Healing

Fr. Frank Coady: a Catholic priest currently serving at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Manhattan, KS. He

also works for the Dioceses of Salina and Dodge City as Director of Liturgy, Deacons and Pastoral Ministry

Formation and is a frequent Summer Soul-stice contributor. 

Daniel Yudkin: Ph.D. in social psychology and currently a Postdoctoral Fellow studying moral psychology. He

is currently working with More in Common whose mission is to understand the forces driving us apart, to

find common ground and help to bring people together to tackle our shared challenges. He is a contributor

to the research reports Hidden Tribes: A Study of America’s Polarized Landscape, and The Perception Gap:

How False Impressions are Pulling Americans Apart which have been featured in over 1,000 news articles. 

Brian Ellison: Executive Director of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians working with congregations

about the inclusion of LGBTQIA people, fostering and navigating difficult conversations, and organizing

and advocating for transformation. Brian is a former pastor of Parkville Presbyterian Church, Parkville, MO.  

 

Session Two – June 30: Moving to Higher Ground - Artistic Practice as a Response for Healing

           

Kevin lega Jeff: choreographer, director, and cultural community builder. He is the co-founder of Deeply

Rooted Productions in Chicago and is currently its Creative Director. He has choreographed over 50 works

as well as trained a new generation of dancers and choreographers. Deeply Rooted Dance Company has

done many residencies in Salina. 

Shin-hee Chin: fiber/mixed-media artist and Professor in the Visual Art Department at Tabor College. Her

work has been exhibited nationally, including the Salina Art Center, and internationally and is influenced

by feminist traditions, Christian spirituality, and Eastern philosophy. She has created a coherent narrative

addressing complex issues of the female body, cultural identity, cultural hybridity, and a sense of

belonging. 

Saralyn Reece Hardy: the first Marilyn Stokstad Director of the Spencer Museum of Art at the University of

Kansas since 2005. She is noted for her curatorial prowess and interdisciplinary skill as well as her

leadership in Spencer’s Phase I renovation project that transformed the museum galleries, storage

facilities, and teaching and research spaces. She is remembered for her years of pace-setting work as the

director of the Salina Art Center and as a former member of the First Presbyterian Church of Salina.   

 

Session Three – July 14: Moving to Higher Ground - Communal Practice as a Response for Healing

           

William Doherty Ph.D.: author and professor, director of the Marriage and Family Therapy Center and

director of the Minnesota Couples on the Brink Project at the University of Minnesota; co-founder of Braver

Angels, an organization whose goal is to depolarize America by bringing together Red and Blue Americans

and helping them find common ground. Doherty believes that “surely in our increasingly and dangerously

fractured nation, we all need to be touched by something “better” within us and within the institutions that

we build together.” 

Maureen Morrison Psy.D: a clinical psychologist, practicing in Wichita, KS in a solo private practice serving

adults, couples, and families for over 35 years. She has given numerous professional presentations to

community groups and professional associations and is a previous Summer Soul-stice contributor.  
 

Isaiah Oliver: President and CEO of the Community Foundation of Flint, MI, supporting a unique

philanthropic perspective that focuses on relationships and inclusion. The Foundation’s strategic priorities

are improving literacy rates, increasing access to healthy food, strengthening resident-led neighborhood

improvements, and providing critical resources to the children affected by the Flint Water Crisis. He is a

Civil Society Fellow at The Aspen Institute and an advocate for social and racial justice. 
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THE
STOPL GHT
PROJECT
THE STOPLIGHT PROJECT HELPS MEMBERS TO EXPRESS THEIR SOCIAL DISTANCE COMFORT LEVELS TO OTHERS.  

GREEN- HUGS & HANDSHAKES, YELLOW- TALKING BUT NOT TOUCHING,  AND RED- KEEPING MY DISTANCE.

FREE WRISTBANDS ARE AVAILABLE TO ALL FPC VISITORS AT THE TABLE OUTSIDE OF THE SANCTUARY ENTRANCE.



YOUTH*
TRIP
2021

PRESBYTERY OF
NORTHERN KANSAS 

WORK CAMP
@ HEARTLAND
PRESBYTERIAN

CENTER
Plus Worlds of Fun!

*Youth who have completed 5th grade through youth who 
have completed 12th grade as of the time of the trip.

**The total trip cost is $255. The presbytery & church will each pay
$85 per youth, leaving $85 per youth for families to cover.
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