
L E T  F R E E D O M  R I N G

America, land of the free and home of the brave. Freedom is

the essence of what makes America great. Among the

freedoms we share, one I appreciate the most is our right to

freedom of religion, a fundamental right embraced by our

founding fathers. This Independence Day, let us rejoice that

our coins are still embossed with, "In God We Trust." Let us be

thankful that we still say, "One Nation Under God" each time

we recite the Pledge of Allegiance, and that our Declaration

of Independence includes the humble reminder that we are,

“endowed by our Creator." Let us celebrate that we can freely

stand in any public space and invite others to receive the gift

of eternal life through our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.
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ANNIVERSARY

Marilyn & Bill Holgerson will celebrate their 61st wedding anniversary

on July 3.

Ellen & Leland Tinkler will celebrate their 54th wedding anniversary on

July 9.

Nancy & Aubrey Linville will celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary

on July 13.

Sissy & Roger Morrison will celebrate their 56th wedding anniversary

on July 24.

Toni & Dick Renfro will celebrate their 62nd wedding anniversary on

July 31.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

John Weckel will celebrate his 93rd birthday on July 17.

IN MEMORIAM

C Stanley Nelson, a member of the congregation since 1956, died May

31. Sympathy is extended to his sons, Steve (Sharon), Salina, Jeff

(Lisa), Overland Park, Mike (Bridget), Leawood and Kendal (Karen),

Wichita, and his four grandchildren.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Carolyn & Mark Wedel who are celebrating the birth of their

grandson, Orlando.

To Jo & Shannon Buchanan, who are celebrating the wedding of their

daughter, Claire Miller.
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P E R S O N A L S

F O L L O W  U S  
Don't forget to "like" us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube

page! FPC will receive our own special page link once we reach 100

followers. Help us to meet this goal in 2021! 
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

16    Betsy Scholten

       Luke Johnson

17    John Weckel

19    Peggy Bihlmaier

       Donna Fitzgerald

       Glen Stovall

20   Lou Ann Dunn

       Clark Renfro

       Monte White

       Eva Winkler

21    Dorothy Spellman

22   Art Neuburger

       Logan Shetlar

25   Abbey Rupe

27   Barkley Edison

28   Aaron Farmer

29   Paige Enriquez

4   Carol Exline

     Martha Rhea

     David Dupy

5   Randy Hardy

6   Flo Van Meter

7   Danny Struble

9   Jennifer Landes

     Richard Morrison

10  Aimee Holgerson

     John Peckham

11   Cindric White

12  Becky Maguffee

13  Jo Buchanan

     Kathleen Putzier

14  Paula Knox

15  Sam Payne

16  John Knutson

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation announcements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

S E E K I N G  U S H E R S  &  C O F F E E  H O S T S
We are so grateful that we are able to have resumed our worship in person. For this time of new

beginnings, we have gotten a big jump on recruiting our ushers but there are still a few weekends

remaining. If you are interested in ushering email Jane Gates at jgates@stiefeltheatre.org.

Likewise, we are also needing to find coffee hosts for several weekends throughout the year. If you are

interested in serving as a coffee host, contact Lisa Anderson at socks68@hotmail.com.

mailto:jgates@stiefeltheatre.org
mailto:socks68@hotmail.com


"By choosing love
(we) become

witnesses not only
to human

resiliency but also
to the divine love

that transcends all
human loves."

HENRI  NOUWEN

T H O U G H T S  F R O M  E W E N

B Y  T R A N S I T I O N A L  P A S T O R  E W E N  H O L M E S

In The Gospel of Matthew, we read of Jesus having an encounter where he

was asked: “‘Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ He

replied: ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your

being, and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.

And the second is like it: You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.’”

[Matthew 22:36-39]

Some use these verses as the foundation of what’s become known as The

Golden Rule; an easily memorable way of describing how people are to live

with each other. The late theologian, Henri Nouwen, however, asked another

question that I believe relates to this passage and to a question that has

gnawed at every soul over time. In his daily devotional, Bread for the

Journey, Nouwen wrote, “How can (we) ever trust in the existence of an

unconditional divine love when most, if not all, of what (we’ve) experienced

is the opposite of love…?” Nouwen then goes on to answer his own question:

“There remains within (us), hidden as it may seem, the possibility to choose

love. ...By choosing love (we) become witnesses not only to human resiliency

but also to the divine love that transcends all human loves."

These days such words carry more meaning than ever! This transcending

resilience, which Nouwen mentions, is especially essential for us and for

the rest of humanity! And though we do not deserve God’s love, we are

more aware than ever that we need God’s love! It’s that love that

sustains us, comforts us, lifts us up, as well as challenges us to be more

than we presently are as human beings! It also allows us to acknowledge

our imperfections, and yet remain in God’s circle of love. It’s a love that

welcomes all people into the larger family of faith. This is why it is

referred to as unconditional love!

We need to also recognize that life is messy, unfair, and awkward, and that

it’s God’s love that gives us hope in our relationships with one another!

Having said this, let us be realistic! Love is not easy! Unconditional love is

even harder for us to believe, let alone comprehend! But it’s that love that

pushes us to our outer limits, for it makes us to keep striving to be who God

expects us to be! And it is in the process of living in this manner that lets us

catch a peek of who we can be and what it means to be a child of the

Divine! This tells me that if we maintain this relational journey we will begin

to witness the purity of God’s love like never before!
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Upcoming Events
July 12 - 11:00am

Momoya Ramen & Sushi
 

July 26 - 11:00am

Location TBD
 

August 1 - 6

PNKS Youth Work Camp

B Y  H A L E Y  G R A B A S T

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E

It is hard to believe that July is already here. This year started off running and it has not seemed

to slow down. It has left us feeling tired and worn out, for sure! I think I can speak for the youth

when I say that the summer break seems to be flying by! We will be back in August before we

know it! Youth have continued to show perseverance and strength throughout the obstacles and

challenges that have been thrown at them. July is going to be another great month! 

Looking back over the last few months I would have to say that my favorite part of being with the

youth would be watching them interact with each other. Even with wide age gaps and different

personalities the youth always interact positively with each other. The older youth are such strong

leaders. Our younger youth are always up for learning, growing their understanding of faith and

sharing jokes. I always look forward to my time with the Youth!

I am looking forward to gathering with you the youth in July. Be on the lookout for upcoming

service projects and gatherings together. If you have an idea or interest for a specific service

project please let me know! I would love to hear from you! 
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B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

K E I T H ' S  K O R N E R

When the pandemic began last year, Rev. Sarah Juist of Hanover Presbyterian Church in Ohio was

seeking what many leaders – pastors and otherwise – were seeking: answers to questions that we

didn’t yet understand about the pandemic and how it affected the life of the communities we

shepherd. Eventually, she found a question that provided the centering she needed to move

forward: 

“Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?” –

W-4.0404h

That’s always been my favorite question in the second part of the constitution of the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.): the Book of Order. It’s a constitutional question asked when ruling elders,

deacons, and teaching elders (AKA Ministers of Word and Sacrament) are ordained, installed, or

commissioned in worship. 

Rev. Juist had those four words – energy, intelligence, imagination, love – printed on tee shirts and

sold them to raise funds for mission in her church and in the denomination. I bought one and wear

it proudly. Much is written about the roots of what it means to be a Presbyterian in the Book of

Order, but this question gets at what is flowing through those roots – and through the trunk of the

tree, the branches, and the leaves.

Energy, intelligence, imagination, and love are all gifts from God. I’ll let you in on a secret – those

gifts aren’t just given to the pastors, elders, or deacons. Every one of us have those four gifts

flowing through us in different ways: and those differences are key.

In hockey (my favorite sport), a line of forwards that brings together high skills in passing,

shooting, physicality, and hockey sense leads to lots of scoring chances. If you are missing any

one of those attributes, you won’t score. I’m betting it’s the same in other sports where I don’t

have as much expertise; and the metaphor certainly extends to music, drama, and other groups

that need teamwork. In the church, when we bring our different gifts of energy, intelligence,

imagination, and love together, God will do special things.
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"Let’s build our
intelligence by turning to
God’s Word and the
faithful actions seen in
other churches."

If you’re reading this, there’s a better than

average chance that you love First

Presbyterian Church. You may not like

everything or everyone at the church, and

you might feel that we have some folks that

are fumbling the puck every now and then ...

but you still love First Presbyterian Church. 

Friends, First Presbyterian Church needs you.

Your coach is calling you, and that’s not

Ewen or me. Christ is the head of the

church: our coach who knows us better than

anyone. Christ wants us to use the gifts

within us in new ways to revitalize this

church and the Church universal. 

When we are deficient in energy, let’s discern

how we can refuel ourselves before

expending more energy. When we aren’t doing

things in smart ways, let’s build our

intelligence by turning to God’s Word and the

faithful actions seen in other churches. When

we aren’t able to imagine the future, let’s

enter into prayerful conversations to think

outside of the box while building our trust in

the God who always goes with us. And when

we are deficient in love … well, there’s an

endless reservoir of love that God offers us

each day. All we have to do is drink from it.

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people

with energy, intelligence, imagination, and

love? My prayer for FPC is that each one of

you will answer “yes,” and then pray to God,

“Put me in coach.” 
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SUMMER SOUL-STICE 2021

We have had a great turnout at sessions one and two of

our Summer Soul-stice series, "Moving to Higher Ground:

Practices for Healing." Don't forget to check out part three

of the series on July 14th. More information can be found

on page 10, and at fpcsalina.org.

JACKIE ROBINSON BOOK STUDY

The introduction for the book study of “Jackie Robinson: A

Spiritual Biography” began June 20th. If you would still

like to get a copy of the book, please let Pastor Keith

know. Books are available for a suggested donation of $10

each. The study coordinator and leader is Dale Hanson.

CONFESSION OF BELHAR STUDY

The discussions that took place on the Confession of

Belhar were so insightful that it was extended for another

week and the conversations that the Confession produced

will go on far longer than that! It's our hope that more

people will become familiar with the Confession of Belhar. 

HEARTLAND DAY CAMP

The 2021 Heartland traveling Day Camp was a great

success. This tear's theme was "Blessed." Campers enjoyed

singing, Bible study, arts and crafts, a slip-n-slide, archery,

horseback riding, and more! Check out all the camp

highlights on the Sunrise Presbyterian Facebook page. 

FPC EVENTS
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Every one shall s it in safety under his own v ine

and fig tree, and there shall be none to make him

afraid. Micah 4:4

This year’s Summer Soul-stice will again engage

speakers from across the country along with a few

more local favorites exploring the “after-time” of our

year of COVID with its lock-downs of separation and

paralyzing political polarity. How do we move

forward? How do we open to our new normal? In

other words, how do we begin to actively and

intentionally heal, individually and in community? All

three sessions will be moderated by Paula Fried, PhD

in psychology, actively practicing in Salina, and a

community leader. 
 

SUMMER
SOUL-STICE
2021
MOVING TO HIGHER GROUND :  

PRACTICES FOR HEALING
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Session Three – July 14: Moving to Higher Ground - Communal Practice as a Response for Healing

           

William Doherty Ph.D.: author and professor, director of the Marriage and Family Therapy Center and

director of the Minnesota Couples on the Brink Project at the University of Minnesota; co-founder of

Braver Angels, an organization whose goal is to depolarize America by bringing together Red and Blue

Americans and helping them find common ground. Doherty believes that “surely in our increasingly and

dangerously fractured nation, we all need to be touched by something “better” within us and within

the institutions that we build together.” 

Maureen Morrison Psy.D: a clinical psychologist, practicing in Wichita, KS in a solo private practice

serving adults, couples, and families for over 35 years. She has given numerous professional

presentations to community groups and professional associations and is a previous Summer Soul-stice

contributor.  
 

Isaiah Oliver: President and CEO of the Community Foundation of Flint, MI, supporting a unique

philanthropic perspective that focuses on relationships and inclusion. The Foundation’s strategic

priorities are improving literacy rates, increasing access to healthy food, strengthening resident-led

neighborhood improvements, and providing critical resources to the children affected by the Flint

Water Crisis. He is a Civil Society Fellow at The Aspen Institute and an advocate for social and racial

justice. 
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SO
MUCH
LOVE
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T H A N K S  F O R  T H E  M E M O R I E S

FPC would like to thank Shelby Dickson for 6 years of Children's MInistry. Throughout your time here,

you have been a wonderful servant, friend, counselor, prayer warrior, protector, encourager, planner,

organizer, mentor, role model, communicator, and motivator on behalf of our children and youth. We

thank you for your commitment to these children and their families, and we wholeheartedly support

you in spending more quality time with your own children and family. With that being said, we will

certainly miss the contagious smile of Shelby Dickson in our nursery at First Presbyterian Church!
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Trustees are in the process of replacing the FPC courtyard benches. Funding is available for 4 out of

the 8, all-weather benches needed to replace our current outdoor seating. We are inviting members of

the congregation to contribute towards the purchase of 4 - 8 ft backed, all-weather courtyard

benches at $529 each (no engraving) or $689 each (with engraving). This is a great opportunity to

honor or memorialize a loved one. Benches are available first come, first serve, and contribution credit

will be provided. Please contact Melanie Dennis in the Business Office at melanie@fpcsalina.org, or via

phone at (785) 825-0226 if you are interested in purchasing a bench for the courtyard. 
 

Address:   308 S 8th St

                 PO Box 585

                 Salina, KS 67402-0585

Phone:     (785) 825-0226

Email:      office@fpcsalina.org

Website:  www.fpcsalina.org

Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes - Transitional Lead Pastor

Rev. Keith Phillips - Associate Pastor

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The News (PE 708620) is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church, 

PO Box 585, Salina, KS 67402-0585. Periodical postage paid at Salina, KS

C O U R T Y A R D  B E N C H  P R O J E C T

The News will be available the first week of every month on our website, Weekly Word, and around the church. If there is

something you would like to include in the following edition, email brittany@fpcsalina.org by the 20th of each month. 

mailto:melanie@fpcsalina.org

