
Our Stories - How did you share the gift given? 

I added to that money and purchased and assembled a "help bag". This bag contains assortment of 
hard candy, cookies, crackers, peanuts, hand sanitizer, soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, washcloth, 
Kleenex, lotion and wipes. I will keep this bag in my car and give it to a homeless person. 
 
Inspired by the gift received, I multiplied it nine fold and made a donation towards the purchase of 
new coats to accompany the gently used ones I donated. 
 
We combined our money and purchased sweatpants for the Oakdale School clothes closet. Hopefully 
we will make an impact on a little on that needs to be warm. 
 
This first really cold morning, God and I delivered hot coffee to City-Go bus riders! 
 
The girls have learned about Laundry Love at pre-school and decided they wanted to help Miss 
Debbie with that project. When I told them it would take all day the girls said “that would be boring” 
so they bought coloring books and crayons for the kids there. 
 
We added to the $5 and bought a big tub of special dog treats and donated it to the animal shelter 
dogs. 
 
We received an envelope in the mail for the Food Shelf asking for a Thanksgiving donation. The card 
said that $16 would feed 64 people, $27 could feed 108, and so on... So we combined our $10 with 
some additional money from us and wrote a check to The Food Shelf. We wouldn’t have done this 
without the $10 we had from the church. But we feel good that we multiplied it (like the fish and the 
loaves). 
 
We added to our stewardship gift and gave to the Salina Rescue Mission with the specific purpose of 
providing Thanksgiving meals to those less fortunate. 
 
We gave our $5.00 each to the food bank. 
 
I was able to give my $5.00 gift from God to a young man at Goodwill Industries. I pulled into the 
lane for donations. A young man came out to unload my car. He looked tired and wore the 
characteristics of Downs Syndrome. Before I left I thanked him for doing this important work that 
helped others. I handed him the $5 bill. He looked me in the eye, didn’t say anything, but broke into a 
big smile. I smiled as I drove away. 
 
I combined my money with another family, plus adding money of our own, and bought a Dillons gift 
card for a family who had just had a house fire. 
 
We bought a coat to donate to the coat drive and canned goods to donate to the Food Bank. 
 



A family that had traveled 100 miles to come to Tammy Walker Cancer Center had little means. 
Thanks to Morrison House the man's adult daughter, who had driven him, had a place to stay. He 
had radical surgery to begin his treatment. With added money, the daughter was given the gift so she 
would have money to buy some meals during his hospitalization. This will be ongoing as he starts 
chemotherapy next week. 
 
I attended a meeting sponsored by the Alliance for a Healthy Kansas and presented the $5 to the 
director. The group advocates for Medicaid Expansion. By the look on the Director's face, it could 
have been $5,000. The thought meant a lot to her. 
 
I gave the $5.00 to the homeless man who is usually at the corner by Dillons. He seemed grateful and 
thanked me.  
 
I am buying sweat pants for the children’s clothes closet at Oakdale School 
 
Inspired by the talk last Sunday, I added to the $5 and gave the money to a friend in need. 
 
We bought sweat pants for students at Oakdale Elementary school. 
 
Bargain Basket sponsored by DVACK. 
 
We applied to the Food Shelf's request for feeding people at Thanksgiving. We could add to God's 
$10.00 and increased it to feed many more. 
 
We will give our money plus extra to the Ashby House. 
 
As a reminder throughout the week by putting it in a separate place in my purse where I would see it 
every day. 
 
We combined money from Sunday and Wednesday and purchased sweatpants for Oakdale clothes 
closet. 
 
Purchased items at Dollar Store and will give away. 
 
Gave to Hospice.  
 
Added money to $10 - 108 people served at Food Shelter.   
 
Added money - 3 bags of linens to Ashby House. 
 
Sent $5 plus more to the coat campaign. 
 
Anonymous gift to needy individual. 
 



Education and resource materials for the Salina Alzheimer's Education and support group. 
 
Laundry house quarters. 
 
Alliance for a Healthy Kansas (expanding Medicaid Expansion). 
 
Gifted a class book, "Grounded in Creed"  
 
Doubled a tip and left it at cashier for anyone who needed it. 
 
To a homeless vet 
 
Donation to "Ashley R. Jarvis" Suicide Prevention Lifeline". Combined our gift and supplemented it 
with some funds provided by the higher power. 
 
We gave our $5 each to Food Bank in the mail. 
 
I took my $10.00 and bought hats, gloves and socks for kids. I was amazed at how quickly they 
disappeared. It was a learning experience. 
 
Gave to a waitress where tips are not given. She is always helpful to customers. 
 
Gave to Red Cross. So much they are helping with now. 
 
I will give to FPC Endowment Fund. 
 
I will give the money to the Salina Rescue Mission. 
 
We added to our $10.00 and gave it to the Salina Rescue Mission to provide Thanksgiving dinners. 
 
I gave the money to Morrison House. 
 
We bought dog bones and took them to the animal shelter. 
 
Rescue Mission  
 
Central Kansas Foundation  
 
Meadowlark Ridge Nurses Closet 
 
Added to their money to purchase 20 pairs of socks and delivered to the Rescue Mission. 
 
Good Samaritan Fund at Presbyterian Manor  
 



"I went to Oakdale Park to check the shelters to see if they were available during the time I (had 
already said) my going away gathering was to take place (the following day). There was a man sitting 
at one of the picnic tables, who was charging his phone. I went up, checked, went back to my car and 
saw the “Impact of Generosity” envelope in the passenger seat. At the probable slight, but present 
risk of being a total [jerk], I picked it up and went back to have a conversation with the man. 
Appearance can be deceiving, and while he definitely appeared homeless (or at least down on his 
luck), walking up to someone with a hero complex chip on your shoulder can be very off putting. 
But, ‘just start small and let it grow. It’ll be fine.’ So we talked a little bit about how he was doing, he 
definitely seemed to be of a mentality that the rough situation he currently found himself in was of 
his own doing and he was doing his best to prepare for the coming cold by enjoying the warmth of 
the sunlight coming down that Saturday. He asked if I could watch his stuff while he went to the 
store and back real quick, but I was in a hurry so I gave him (and his book bag and three grocery bags 
of food) a ride to the store and back in my little Miata. It was a tight squeeze but we made it work. I 
told him that if he was around the park at 3:00 the next day I’d be happy to give him some cake and 
I’d bring along some nice heavy gloves that I no longer need. He sounded like he was going to be 
hanging around the park for the foreseeable future (probably sleeping there somewhere) and would 
for sure be stopping by. So I prepared the pair of gloves I had in mind for him, a nice leather jacket 
I’ve had for over a decade that’s worn but warm and good at keeping the wind at bay, and a good 
stocking hat that I never wear. The next day after church got out, a cold front had already started 
coming in so I went to the park to see if he was there. And I found him sitting there under the same 
shelter. I gave him the hat, gloves, and scarf and told him that if he was still around at 3:00 to stop by 
and get a piece of cake. At 3:00 when I came back, he didn’t come over for cake, but I’m pretty sure it 
was him wearing the old hat and coat two shelters away. What I haven’t told you yet, is that the store 
he wanted me to take him to was a liquor store. And I took him there. And it is very likely that this $5 
that you entrusted to me to give away generously, helped a homeless man buy beer. It is my sincere 
hope that the connection this interaction fostered benefits his soul more than the alcohol negatively 
effects his body and psyche. Only the absence of time will tell." 
 
We didn’t get the $5 but some years ago we were given $10 to invest to see how much we could 
generate for overseas ministries. I used it to buy birdseed which I resold at a profit. That way I was 
able to give 8 times the original amount back to ministry.   
 
Salina Shares 
 
Salvation Army Bucket 
 
$10 to the Salina Food Bank 
 
Bought caps, gloves, socks for kids at the coat give away on Saturday. 
 
Gave for suicide prevent/education to Keith – “the Hotline”. 
 
For the homeless. 
 



Salina Food Bank 
 
Still thinking and praying. 
 
Bought someone breakfast who couldn’t afford it. 
 
Shared with a member who was helping multiple people $1 at a time. 
 
We’ve shared God’s money with a small, rural Presbyterian church. 
 
I multiplied my $5 by 8 and purchased boys and girls underwear for the nurse’s clothes closet at 
Meadowlark Ridge Elementary School. 
 
I gave my $5 to the Senior Center for their drive for heaters, socks and blankets for the Meals on 
Wheels customers. The director of the Senior Center was very appreciative of the donation. 
 
We pooled our money and purchased 13 items of clothing that we donated to Big Brothers Big Sisters 
for their local fundraising efforts. 
 
We took our combined $10, added $215 to it, and put the $225 into the FPC’s endowment fund at the 
Greater Salina Community Foundation. Why $225? Because that amount will spin off exactly $10 to 
the church, each and every year hereafter, forever, so that our $10 entrustment can be repeated on a 
recurring annual basis, with others.  Kind of corny, but it meshes nicely with our commitment to 
long-term endowments.   
 
 
 
 


