
A  S E A S O N  O F  C H A N G E

Heavenly Father, Just when we settle into a pattern, things

change far too quickly. One door opens; another closes. We

rise, we eat, we sleep. We smile, we laugh, we cry. Even

change itself is ever changing and Lord, if I'm truthful, I

don't like change. Because I desire control. Will you forgive

my lack of understanding that your creation of seasons is

exquisite? Would you remind me that the ebb and flow of

life is rippled by the gifts of love and laughter? And that life

is measured by memories, not minutes? May the season of

change fuel me forward towards another beautiful season

of the blessing of Your Almighty hand. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Jane & Charley Weathers will celebrate their 66th wedding

anniversary on October 2.

Helen & John Smutz celebrate the birth of twin great granddaughers,

Charlotte and Savannah Smutz. Their parents are Keegan and

Stephanie Smutz, Omaha, Nebraska.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Jean Gardner will celebrate her 96th birthday on October 24.

Aubrey Linville will celebrate his 92nd birthday on October 25.

IN MEMORIAM

Paul Anderson, a member of this congregation since 1968, died

August 29. Sympathy is extended to his wife, Marcia, their children,

Lisa Anderson, Salina, Charles (Francie) Anderson, Denver, CO and

Matthew (Jen), Chicago, IL; four grandchildren and two great-

grandsons.

SYMPATHY EXTENDED

to Betty & Dan Norman and Sarah, Ryan, Ella, Sam & Tommy Payne.

Betty’s sister-in-law, Kathy Fitzgerald, Stuart, Iowa, and the Payne

family’s aunt, died August 31.  
 

to Joey & Joan Soltis. Joey’s father, Wallace Soltis, Duluth, MN, died

September 1.
 

to Ruth Ascher, whose brother-in-law, Philip Ascher, Salina, died

September 6
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If you would like to see information not currently featured in "The

News", please submit your request to brittany@fpcsalina.org.
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

20  Mark Grammer

      Caroline Holgerson

21   Alex Davidson

      Graham Norris

22  Rachael Koshgarian

23  Joey Soltis

      Maralyn Williams

24  Jean Gardner

25  Aubrey Linville

      Addison Renfro

      Claire Renfro

      Mallory Renfro

26  Easton Ryser

27  Karen Griffith

28  Becky Cram

29  Megan Dupy

      Ryan Dupy

      Ashley Jarvis

      Keith Phillips

31   Virginia Seim 

1   Britton Zuccarelli

2  Liam Morris

    Brett Norris

4  Carolyn Exline

5   Robert Justus

6   Ann Payne

     Dick Renfro

8   Heather Smith

9   Charley Jarvis

10  Steve Fowler

12  Jane Grammer

     Jeanne Norton

13  Lori Hall

     Toni Renfro

14  Sophia Justus

16  Matt Grammer

     Jennifer Peckham

17  Ron Green

     Emily Wood

20 David Grammer

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation anouncements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

W E L C O M E  S T E V E

Steve is our new Custodial/Maintenance Technician and he is pleased to

be a part of the FPC family. Steve was born and raised in the Salina area.

He lives in New Cambria with his wife of 32 years, Melissa and their two

dogs Sayble and Peaches. They have one son, two daughters, one

grandson, and eight granddaughters. Steve enjoys all things outdoors,

camping, fishing, hunting, hiking, gardening and working around his son’s

hobby farm. He loves spending time with family and teaching and playing

with the grandchildren. Steve’s favorite time of the day is quite early

mornings before the sun rises enjoying a cup of coffee.



B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

Little did we know on March 8, 2020, that we

would not be able to congregate in the

sanctuary for Sunday worship again for at

least seven months. After our church’s Session

met last month and created guidelines for the

resumption of in-person worship, we hope that

the option for people to be in the sanctuary

on Sunday mornings will be available again

soon.

 

Beginning October 11th, if Saline County is in

the “green” or “yellow” category for COVID-19

risk level, in-person worship in our sanctuary

will be possible for those who decide to do so,

provided that they follow the risk mitigation

guidelines you will find in this newsletter. The

determination for what risk level we are in for

Sunday worship each week will be made the

preceding Friday with data from the Saline

County Health Department. Please note that

this plan does not commence until October 11,

2020. In addition, our Session will continue to

monitor the latest information and best

practices available for mitigating risks

associated with COVID-19, and will modify the

guidelines when needed.

 

We do not expect everyone to gather in

person for worship when that is possible, and

that’s okay. We must respect each person’s

decision about the level of risk – to their

health and to the health of others – to take. 
  

For those who decide to participate in

worship remotely, we will continue to provide

live streaming video of our worship services on

our Facebook page, archived video on our

Facebook and YouTube pages, and a live feed

of the radio and streaming audio through our

relationship with KINA Radio (910 AM, 107.5

FM, TuneIn Radio).

There is no doubt that our world has changed

dramatically in the last year. A large number

of people have been afflicted with COVID-19,

many have died, and the livelihoods of many

people have been affected. We have all had

to make changes to our daily lives to reduce

the risk of exposure to the virus, and some of

those changes have led to greater isolation.

We all thirst for hope in this time of painful

change.

While our world has changed, the God we

worship and serve has not. Our God continues

to be gracious and merciful, slow to anger

and abounding in steadfast love. I believe

there is proof of God’s Spirt at work in the

ways that we have stepped up to help one

another on a local and global scale. We see it

in the creative ways we are attempting to stay

connected in this pandemic age. This gives me

hope for the present – and hope for a stronger

future – emerging from the inspiration of our

God in this time of creative, adaptive change.

 

Let us continue to recognize God’s work in our

midst, to pray for and support one another,

and to trust in the peace of God that

surpasses all understanding that guards our

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. I hope to talk

to and/or see you soon.
  

K E I T H ' S  

K O R N E R
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Our radio broadcast on KINA and our online live video stream on Facebook will continue.

The wearing of masks is mandatory for all attendees and staff over five years of age. Masks

are recommended for children aged 3-5 years, and are not required for children two years of

age and younger. A section of seating for families with young children will be provided near

the back of the sanctuary.

Appropriate social distancing should be maintained at all times.

While in the sanctuary, there will be clear signage for which pews are available and which

are not. In addition, ushers will assist worshipers with appropriate seating.

Only one entrance – the South Doors – will be open on Sunday morning.

All participants will be asked to provide their names and contact information each Sunday.

This will allow contact tracing to take place should an attendee later test positive.

Worship services will be designed to mitigate the risk of virus spread. Printed items will be

removed, including bulletins, hymnals, and Bibles. Attendees may print their own bulletins or

to bring them on mobile devices. Verbal participation by attendees will be minimized. 

Any singing will continue to be recorded in advance and played over the sound system. 

The Session will consider proper protocol for the Lord’s Supper by their October meeting.

The HVAC system will cool or heat the sanctuary before the beginning of worship, and will

then be turned off during the service to minimize the spread of exhaled aerosolized particles.

In the interest of everyone’s safety, we discourage physical contact between attendees.

Alternative forms of greeting are encouraged, such as prayer hands folded in front of one’s

chest, touching the heart, or bowing.

We will not pass collection plates for the offering. Instead, offering plates will be placed in

the back of the sanctuary.

The parlor and nursery will remain closed.

Assuming that the below steps are in place, the current plan is to include the possibility of in-

person, Sunday morning worship no earlier than Sunday, October 11, 2020. 
 

In-person worship on any given Sunday will only take place if Saline County is in the yellow or

green risk category the preceding Friday, according to the county’s COVID-19 Dashboard located

at saline.org/Coronavirus.
 

The following steps will be implemented for all in-person worship services, and will remain in

place indefinitely:
 

 

Individuals who feel ill, those who have potentially been exposed to someone who tested positive

for COVID-19, those in high-risk categories, and those who are uncomfortable with the above

guidelines are encouraged to remain remote worship participants. Deciding to stay home is

always an appropriate and respected decision.
 

Church staff will continue deep cleaning of the church before and after each Sunday service. 
 

These guidelines are subject to change as new information and best practices are available.
  

I N - P E R S O N  S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P

G U I D E L I N E S
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The past few months have been this odd dance of ever-changing realities and downright

monotony. We have completely shifted how we live. From shopping to Sunday school, nothing is

the same. All the while, this new way of living has meant staring at the same walls, the same Zoom

screen and the same people day after day. Waking up to wonder what crazy thing happened while

I slept, while at the same time realizing that today’s schedule will essentially look like yesterday’s,

has pretty much sucked the creative lifeblood right out of me.

How do you plan when you can’t predict? Where do you find the stuff to fashion a future when the

contents of your current toolbox have little relevance for realities at hand? The world we are living

in has stripped me of any confidence I previously had in my experience (because this is all new) or

my expertise (because I’ve never done my job or raised my children or even grocery shopped in a

pandemic before). I feel like I know nothing. And I’m tired.
  

D O N ' T  D O U B T  G O D ' S  

P R O M I S E D  F U T U R E

B Y  N I K K I  C O L L I N S

This article appeared in the September 2020 edition of Presbyterians Today
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In June, after months of sheltering in place, I

drove to Montreat Conference Center in North

Carolina. With no conferences scheduled and

most folks still staying at home, Montreat was as

quiet as I’ve ever seen it. Still, walking the paths,

hiking the trails and dipping my feet in the cool

stream took me to the formative years of my

faith as a participant in many of the summer

youth conferences. Along with the gurgle of the

creek, I heard the refrain often sung at one of

those conferences, a tune from the Iona

Community written by John Bell: Behold! Behold!

I make all things new, beginning with you and

starting from today. Behold! Behold! I make all

things new, my promise is true, for I am Christ

the way.
  

Bell’s simple refrain points us to two texts in the New Testament. These texts find their way into

our Presbyterian worship, showing up in the comforting words of the Assurance of Pardon — after

we have made our public and private confessions — and being spoken to the grieving hearts in our

funeral services that we call the Witness to the Resurrection.
  

JOHN BELL

Behold! Behold! I make

all things new, beginning

with you and starting

from today. Behold!

Behold! I make all things

new, my promise is true,

for I am Christ the way.
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In the pardon, when we have told the truth about who we are and how we’ve failed, we hear from

Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone, and a

new life has already begun.”

We can’t see it yet, but the promise is that something new has already been born. God lifts us

from our humiliation and sets us on a new way. And then, when we stand beside the grave of

someone we love, we hear God’s words promising to be with us in a new way, wiping away tears,

abolishing death and pain, saying, “See, I am making all things new … write this, for these words

are trustworthy and true” (Revelation 21:5).

When we are broken, tired and wondering how to begin again — or if we even want to — the

Creator is urging us on, lifting our gaze, promising us more than we can imagine fashioned from

this very moment, these very circumstances, our very lives.

Behold! Behold! I make all things new!
  

This refrain is a gospel “gut check” calling us back to hope, to awe and to surrender. But I admit it

doesn’t completely take away the confusion, frustration and irritability I still feel in these uncertain

times. And that’s OK. Richard Rohr, the Catholic priest and contemplative teacher, says that when

we are faced with new realities, our most common responses are mistrust, cynicism, fear,

defensiveness and dismissal. Reverting to these responses is our attempt to be in control rather

than allowing this moment to teach us something new.

We need to be opened to be being taught. The new thing God is doing is what anchors us as

Presbyterians whose heritage is steeped in the Reformers’ cry of “reformed and always reforming.”

Embracing the new is woven into our polity as the Book of Order reminds us, “The good news of

the Gospel is that the triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — creates, redeems, sustains,

rules, and transforms all things and all people.  … By the power of the Spirit, this one living God is

incarnate in Jesus Christ, who came to live in the world, die for the world, and be raised again to

new life” (F-1.01).

It’s funny how figuring out the way forward takes us back to ancient words — ancient words that

are trustworthy and true. Ancient words that continue teaching us.
  



Rev. John Fawcett was a young preacher in Wainsgate. The people — goodhearted, hardworking,

and mostly illiterate, had next to nothing. They supplemented their pastor’s modest stipend with

wool and potatoes. There was no parsonage. Instead, Fawcett, his wife and four children were

passed from one family to the next with no place to call their own. They suffered chilly drafts and

ate porridge with their host families. 

Poverty was nothing new to Fawcett. Orphaned at 12, he became an indentured servant at 13,

When he was 15, he stood in an outdoor crowd of 20,000 to hear a sermon by George Whitefield,

“the marvel of the age,” and set his mind on becoming a preacher.

After seven years of pastoring in Yorkshire, 33-year-old Fawcett got the call. He had established a

reputation as a theologian, inspiring preacher, and serious scholar and was now wanted in

London. It seemed a dream come true, to move to lively London where his family’s standard of

living would vastly improve.  Fawcett agonized over the offer and finally said YES!

The family packed up, and waved to people who had come many miles to say goodbye. The scene

was so wrenching, however, that Fawcett realized he couldn’t leave. He turned the horses around,

and stayed in Yorkshire for another 45 years.

Out of this experience, he wrote the most famous of his 160 hymns, “Blest Be the Tie that Binds.” It

became a favorite hymn for Christians facing separation, an affirmation that friendship and

community are the true measures of wealth.

We hope that this year's theme will encourage us all to share our time, talent, and treasures with

the church and with one another. Over the next several weeks we will take a look at how these

three things impact our church and our community. We will also provide a skills and interest tool

that will help you to discern how and where your personal set of strengths can help to fulfill the

mission of First Presbyterian Church. 

If 2020 has taught us anything, it is the value of friendship and fellowship. While it may look a

little different this year one thing remains the same, led by Christ, TOGETHER in faith and love, we

will continue to joyfully think, question, grow and serve. We look forward to finding new and

meaningful ways to grow and serve with you this stewardship season. 
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V O L U N T E E R

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Serve as a Zoom technical director at fellowship gatherings, helping with technical questions.

Serve as a host for future Zoom fellowship gatherings.

Work alongside our Worship Video Technician for Sunday worship services, filling in on

Sundays where he is not available.

Lead an Adult Education class by Zoom on a topic that is important to you, perhaps

combining with other area churches.

Serve as an usher for Sunday worship.

Serve as a greeter at the South entrance to the church and assist with gathering contact

information for contact tracing.

Serve as a worship assistant for Sunday worship, leading prayers and liturgy, and reading

scripture.

Share your musical gifts in worship.

Serve as an adult presence with our youth.

Serve as a member of the FPC card-writing brigade.

Share your creativity, writing skills, editing skills, by assisting the new FPC Communications

Task Force.

Sign up for the Care Portal emails to be contacted when there are needs for neighbors in the

foster care system.

Call FPC members to wish them a happy birthday.
  

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ

by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are

encouraged to use 25% of this offering to  connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid

councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50%

is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of

violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.

Donations may be made by texting PEACE to 20222 to give $10, by visiting pcusa.org/peace-

global, or by visiting  specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/peace-global-witness.

You may also give through the church at fpcsalina.org/give, by selecting the "Peace and Global

Witness" fund in the drop-down. If you prefer to give by check, please make checks payable to

First Presbyterian Church with "Peace & Global Witness" written in the memo line, and mail to

P.O. Box 585, Salina, KS 67402-0585.



Beginning in October, our youth group for middle and high schoolers will have the chance to

begin meeting in person outdoors most Sunday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.
 

In September, our church’s elders passed a motion allowing outdoor gatherings to take place

beginning October 1st – as long as Saline County is in the “orange,” “yellow,” or “green”

categories for COVID-19 risk level, and provided that participants follow all state and county

guidelines for masking and social distancing.
 

We look forward to being joined by youth and adult sponsors from Christ Cathedral, one of our

neighbor churches in downtown Salina. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of each month, we will also be able to connect via Zoom with youth from

across the Presbytery of Northern Kansas (PNKS) for games, discussion, and service projects.

Here’s the upcoming schedule for October youth gatherings. Middle and high school youth will be

combined:
 

Sun., Oct. 4th, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m., in the courtyard of the church

Sat., Oct. 10th, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon, help with the Friends of the River Fall Fix-Up

Sun., Oct. 11th, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m., at the home of Ella, Sam, and Tommy Payne

Sun., Oct. 18th, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m., at the home of Chloe, Cora, and Cindric White

Sun., Oct. 25th, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Zoom gathering of PNKS Youth
 

When we gather outdoors, we will have time for games, highs and lows, and lessons in the larger

group and in smaller breakout groups. We will close in prayer.
 

In the event that Saline County is in the “red” category for COVID-19 risk level, we will create

opportunities for youth gatherings via Zoom, as well as service projects that can be completed at

home.
 

If you or someone you know is an adult that would be able to help at these gatherings, please

contact Pastor Keith. Also, if you or someone you know might be interested in a position as Youth

Ministry Director at FPC, please let us know. We really need help finding qualified candidates –

especially while Pastor Keith is Acting Head of Staff and Associate Pastor – and hope you can

provide that help in finding the right candidate for our Youth Ministry Director position.

B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

Y O U T H  U P D A T E
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Holloween

*Stewardship

Meeting 3pm

Fall Fix Up 8am

Youth

Gathering 4pm

Stewardship

Campaign

begins

18th Sunday

after

Pentecost

19th Sunday

after

Pentecost

20th Sunday

after

Pentecost

21st Sunday

after

Pentecost

Youth

Gathering 4pm

*Youth

Gathering 4pm

*CYYA Cmte.

Meeting 5:30pm

*Personnel

Meeting 2:30pm

*Worship Cmte.

Meeting 4pm

*SJ&M Cmte.

Meeting 5:30pm

*Adult Ed Cmte.

Meeting 5pm

*Session 

Meeting 5:15pm

*Deacons

Meeting 5:30pm

*Trustees

Meeting 12pm

Coat Drive

distribution at

Sunrise

Presbyterian

Youth

Gathering 4pm

10am

Stewardship

packet assembly

Congregational  Meeting

*Indicates that meeting will be held via Zoom



Elect four elders, four deacons, two trustees, and five

members of next year’s Nominating Committee.

Amend the bylaws of FPC so that one youth elder may

be elected each year to serve one-year terms.

Session has approved a congregational meeting to be

held on Sunday, October 25, 2020 for the following

purposes:

 

 

Details on how the congregational meeting will be held

will be released in the weeks leading up to the meeting.

There will be an electronic option to join the meeting.
  

Rev. Keith Phillips - Acting Head of Staff
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