
A  P R A Y E R  F O R  P E A C E

Lord, we come before you ready to pour out our

worries, anxieties, and fears at Your feet. We are

claiming and declaring Your promises for blessings

of peace and strength over our lives. Bring peace

into our souls that passes all worldly understanding

and make us a light for others to see Your strength. 

Thank you that you have set us free and that you

are bigger than anything we face in this life. We lay

our burdens before you, every single one, for we

know they’re much safer in your hands than our own.

Amen.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Liz & Chuck Carroll celebrated their 57th anniversary on June 2.

Katie & John Weckel celebrated their 69th anniversary on June 2.

Ann & Jack Ludwig celebrated their 65th anniversary on June 4.

Heather & Boyd Smith celebrated their 52nd anniversary on June 8.

Patty & John Landes will celebrate their 59th  anniversary on June 18.
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Norma Jean Huscher will celebrate her 94th birthday on June 13.
 
 

SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED

to Becky & Jim Cram, whose son, Scott Cram, Mission Viejo, CA, died

May 6.

to Kathleen & Pat Putzier, Will & Maria. Kathleen’s father, Wendell Parks,

Wichita, KS, died May 10.
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T H A N K  Y O U
Thaine and I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone that 

sent us well wishes and cards. We feel so blessed to be a part of such a

great community and to serve a God that can make anything possible. 

-Brittany Willer
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

16   Denice Justus

      Todd Michaelis

      Sydney Soderberg

18   Bruce Pearson

20  MacKenzie Morris

22  Mason Gary

22  Garry Montre

23  Bob Stinson

24  Will Exline

      Sam Pridey

      Susy Reitz

      Jane Weathers

25  Trey Mowery

27  Scott Fredrickson

      Jamie Hall

28  Grant England

      Cora White

29  Betty Norman

      Mark Wedel

1    Kegan England

     Nick Salem

2   Sullivan Bratt

3   Steve Ascher

     Aidan Speer

5   Ann Ludwig

7   Tige Soderberg

     Jack Weiner

8   Dustin Denning

     Lynn Kerbs

     Nan Miller

     Boyd Smith

9   Jane Gates

10  Marcia Anderson

11   Sid Reitz

13  Norma Huscher

     Walker Tuttle

14   Karley Benson

15   Madison Montre

16   Anne Davidson

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation anouncements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:
 

F A R E W E L L  F R I E N D
Charlie,
 

It was with mixed emotions that we learned about your imminent departure from First Presbyterian

Church of Salina. Excited, because you and Diana are getting to move forward and experience

new opportunities back home, bringing the love and mercy of God to more people. Sad, because

you have been a tremendous source of light and joy in our congregation and in our office!
 

Thank you for your friendship over the last  five years. We have enjoyed many laughs, and the

comfort and support you have provided for everyone at the church.
 

We wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors, and may the light of Christ go with you in

your journey!
 

- Your FPC Staff



Paul loved the Ephesian church. That was

evident by the emotions displayed when

Paul left Ephesus for the last time. On June

28th, when I lead worship for the last time

here, I hope you’ll remember this image of

Paul and the Ephesians. Let’s be in a

celebratory mood as Easter people – and

keep our focus where it ought to be: fixed

firmly upon God and our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ.
 

Since this is also my last note in the

newsletter, it goes without saying that there

is nowhere near enough space to say all

that I would like to say. There are so many

of you I need to thank, so many events we’ve

shared, so many ways you have touched the

lives of both me and Diana. I hope you know

how much I will miss you. I suppose I ought

to try to say something profound and

meaningful as we now move toward

different futures. Even though I am leaving,

First Presbyterian, Salina, means so much to

me, and I will continue to pray for you. I

suppose it is part of a pastor’s conceit to

worry about you as well. But God knows the

plans set out for this church. Before long, a

transitional pastor will arrive with skills well-

suited to guide you through the next

process. My prayer is that you will see this

time of transition as an opportunity for self-

examination rather simply waiting. Take a

good look at just who FPC is as a

congregation and prayerfully contemplate

where Jesus is calling you to go.

ACTS 20 :36-38 NRS

When (Paul) had finished
speaking, he knelt down with

them all and prayed. There
was much weeping among

them all; they embraced Paul
and kissed him, grieving

especially because of what he
had said, that they would not

see him again. Then they
brought him to the ship.

A  W O R D  F R O M

O U R  P A S T O R

B Y  P A S T O R  C H A R L I E
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Remember, too, that after July 1, I am no

longer a part of this conversation. A

difficult fact of pastoral transition is that

preparing for a new future and different

pastoral leadership requires a break with

the old pastor. Like Paul and the Ephesians,

you will never be far from my heart. I will

keep you in my prayers. I will celebrate

when you call your new pastor. I will rejoice

with you when I hear of great new things

that you are doing, and I will weep with you

when I hear of loss or sadness. I will entrust

you to the grace and providence of a loving

God who is already preparing the person

that Christ will call to lead you.



K E I T H ' S  

K O R N E R

B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

The Holy Spirit is fresh on our mind at FPC. We have just celebrated Pentecost Sunday, the

culmination of the church’s seven-week celebration of Easter. These words from our

denomination’s Book of Common Worship help us remember the significance of that day, and

of the work of the Holy Spirit:
 

As the Lord’s Day is sometimes called the “eighth day” of creation, Pentecost is a day of new

creation – all things transformed and made new by the Word and Breath of the living God.

On the Day of Pentecost, we give particular thanks for the gift of God’s Holy Spirit, who

gathers the church as the body of Christ and sends us to share in Christ’s mission throughout

the world.
 

There is no question that First Presbyterian Church is in a season of challenge. Our

community has faced – and continues to face – challenges through this global pandemic and

Charlie’s upcoming departure. But make no mistake – the Holy Spirit is still present in and

among us at FPC.
 

As I have reflected and prayed upon these challenges, I have developed a greater trust in

God’s presence through the Holy Spirit. While this period of physical separation has been

very difficult in the life of our church and its congregation, it is the Holy Spirit who has

empowered us to think anew about the importance of worship and community in our church. 
 

And while it will be difficult to see Charlie leave and continue the work God has ordained us

all to do, it is the Holy Spirit who called Charlie to be here, and who now calls him to a new

season in his life and ministry.
 

A couple of years ago, our session read the book Sailboat Church by Rev. Dr. Joan Gray. In

this book, she talks about the tendency of churches to pick up oars and to try desperately to

paddle as hard they can to power the church. As fewer people pick up those oars, others

begin to tire, and the boat doesn’t go anywhere. Instead, Rev. Dr. Gray argues that we need

to tend to our sails, opening them to the wind of the Holy Spirit so that it will power us to

where we are called to go.
 

Make no mistake – sailing is not an easy task. There is plenty of hard work still involved in

discerning the wind’s movement and adjusting our sails accordingly. But when discernment is

done right – when we catch that Holy Wind – we will be grateful to where it leads us.
 

We have included two pages of helpful info graphics in this month’s newsletter. One is titled

“The Holy Spirit: AKA the Advocate, Comforter, Intercessor, Illuminator, third person of the

Trinity.” It can be found on page 6. The other is titled “Making a Faithful Decision.” It can be

found on page 7. They both come from the Big God, Big Questions curriculum we utilized for 
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K E I T H ' S  

K O R N E R  C O N T ' D

confirmation last Fall. I hope you’ll review them and grow in your understanding of and

relationship with the Holy Spirit, and consider the Holy Spirit’s role in the discernment

process.
 

So my friends, I invite you to consider joining us in sailing in this challenging season at Salina

First Presbyterian Church. I assure you that the Holy Spirit has not left us, and that God has

plans to continue gathering us in and sending us out in the future. I’ll close with these words

from the Brief Statement of Faith, found in our denomination’s Book of Confessions:
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies

us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,

and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ

through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of

baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men

to all ministries of the Church.
 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness

among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and

peace.
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and

to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,

“Come, Lord Jesus!”
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N E W  W O R S H I P

T E C H N I C I A N

B Y  J E S S E  S .

NEW TO FPC

Meet our new worship technician, Jesse Smith. You may

recognize Jesse from Mid-Week Manna.  He has been a

part of music and worship programs at several churches

in the region since 2005. Jesse graduated from Kansas

Wesleyan University and has worked in education for 11

years. He is currently a music and guitar teacher at

Lakewood Middle School.
 

As our worship video technician Jesse will be responsible

for the integration of live video production and

streaming of worship services. This position is an integral

part of our Sunday worship with the implementation of

graphics, video and audio on a consistent basis.
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N E W  N O R M

 The wearing of masks will be mandatory for all attendees except for children under

the age of 2 years.

No shaking of hands. No hugging, no elbow-fist bumps, no congregating.

Social distancing

Appropriate spacing – 6 feet – will be maintained between attendees. Members of

a single household may sit together.

Only one entrance – the South Doors – will be open on Sunday morning.

Upon entering, attendees will provide names and phone numbers.

No printed bulletins. Vocal participation by attendees minimized.

No congregational singing. No choir.

No passing of collection plates.

Parlor will be closed. No social hour following the service

No nursery

For the health of our members and friends, it is expected that the following guidelines

will be in place when in-person worship is once again allowed:



The Adult Education Committee has come up with some ideas for you for this summer.

First, we are compiling a list of books that feed our souls. The first offerings of “Soul

Food: An FPC Recommended Reading List” are below from Melinda Jett and Diana Smith. 

 

Second, the committee would like to recommend an online class offered by The First

Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia called Pioneer Women Reflect on Women in the Bible.

This nine-part series invites you to see the women in the Bible through the eyes of women

who were called to teach and preach when women in church leadership were few and far

between. Each has been asked to reflect on a woman in Scripture whose character has

been important for her own life and vocation. The videos are available anytime online at

fpcphila.org/pioneer-women.

 

S O U L  F O O D

Melinda Jett’s recommended reading list:

One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

The Res Tent by Anita Diamant

A New Earth by Eckhart Tolle

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George

Uglies Series by Scott Weatherfeld YA

The Nightingale by Kristen Hannah 
 

Diana Smith recommends Ragamuffin Gospel by Brendan Manning.
 

The Adult Education Committee invites you to share your own books that feed your soul by

emailing keith@fpcsalina.org.
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IN CASE YOU
MISSED IT
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C O M E  T O  T H E  

( V I R T U A L )  T A B L E

Our virtual chat, Come to the (Virtual) Table

continues to be a success with an average of

about 12 attendees from week to week.

Together the small group has read short

stories and discussed topics like, "Consider

what are some of your deep holes?" and 

"How did you find your way out?" 
 

Reminder that all members are welcome to

attend and any reading materials needed will

be sent via email on Tuesdays along with the

Zoom meeting info. Refer to the next page for  

Zoom conferencing instructions.  

Session voted to further suspend in-

person worship and all activities at the

church (including funerals and

meetings by FPC committees and

outside groups) at least until July 1,

subject to further evaluation at the

next Session meeting on Monday, June

15. Online worship will continue, and is

expected to continue when in-person

attendance is once again allowed.

N E X T  S T E P S
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Z O O M  C O N F E R E N C I N G  I N S T R U C T I O N S

B Y  M E L A N I E  H A N C O C K

working camera (most laptop computers have one above the screen), if available. 

working speakers or headphones. (Many people find that headsets/headphones work better as

there can be an echo, depending on microphone placement.) – Be sure you know how to adjust

the volume.

working microphone. (Again, this is built into most laptops and webcams, and also into many

headsets/headphones) – Be sure you know how to mute yourself.

A link will be sent by email to all FPC members.

Clicking on this link will automatically allow you to log in – then, just click Join.  

The meeting will be live by 11 a.m – you will be placed on hold to wait for the host if you join

before we have started the meeting

If given the option, sign in with your full name. Not your first name, not a nickname. This can be

done before you click the button to join the meeting in the same dialog box as the meeting ID

number, or you can change your own name with the meeting controls.

Call the following number, and type in the meeting ID number when prompted: +1 346 248 7799

The required Meeting ID and Password will be sent to you by email.  

Please be sure you know how to mute your phone. You can also mute or unmute by pressing *6

on your phone or “raise your hand” by pressing *9 on your phone.

Keep your microphone muted and your video camera off until you are ready to ask a question so

that there isn’t interference from each other’s devices. Only one person can speak at a time.

If you want to join a queue to ask a question, click the “raise hand” icon (blue hand icon). When

the Moderator asks you to jump in, unmute your microphone, turn on your video camera, state

your name and ask your question or make your comment, re-mute your microphone, and “lower

your hand.”

To see the mute and hand controls pop-up, you may need to scroll down to or touch the bottom

on your device screen.

A meeting of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Salina will take place through a

Zoom conference at 11:15 a.m. following worship on Sunday, June 21st.
 

Please log into the meeting early enough to be sure you are connected and have time to work out

any bugs prior to the convening of the meeting at 11:15 a.m.
 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

 

IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST ZOOM MEETING

If this is your first-time using Zoom, please allow a few extra minutes to make sure your device

connects easily with the system and downloads the software (which will happen automatically

when you click on the link provided) or download the Zoom app from the Zoom Download Center

ahead of time (if you prefer).   You can also join a test meeting to familiarize yourself with Zoom

at www.zoom.us/test.   This will also help you to make sure your speakers and microphone are

working.
 

TO JOIN BY COMPUTER/LAPTOP/NOTEBOOK/SMARTPHONE      

 

TO JOIN BY PHONE CALL (audio only)

 

DURING THE MEETING



Hello all! Happy June! Who knew that we could be having mixed feelings about the start

of summer? I'm guessing I'm not alone in these feelings?! The start of summer is always

joyful for many reasons, but this summer, it also  brings some sadness  as the summer

ahead looks much different than in years past. BUT, there is also peace in my heart

knowing that together, we can get through it all! 
 

Unfortunately, this summer's Heartland Day Camp has been cancelled for health and

safety reasons. However, our hope is that the summer of 2021 will bring an even more

exciting and wonderful experience to our children. This year, though, we will be working

hard to still bring energy and fun to our children and families while also practicing

social distancing and precautions - please know that it is our top priority  to stay

connected to our children! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the awesome Sunday videos that have

been created showcasing our children. To any parents, if you've not received emails

about this, please don't hesitate to reach out and we will ensure that you are added.

We want to have all children who are interested participate!
 

Please know that we will work hard to communicate with each of you regarding updates

about the future! Sending love and hugs to all of you!

 

Sincerely, 

Shelby Dickson

C H I L D R E N ' S  

M I N I S T R Y  N E W S

B Y  S H E L B Y  D .
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Dear FPC Youth – 

 

Congratulations on the end of the school year! I hope you

all ended strong, and are looking forward to this summer!
 

There’s no question that the 2019-20 school year was one of

the most challenging yet for each of you. Around the world

all people are facing new challenges as we each respond to

life in the midst of a pandemic. 
 

As you reflect on how you navigated these challenges, I

hope you will realize how resilient you are. This was not

easy, and you did the best you could. But I think you learned

valuable lessons beyond just those taught on a Zoom

classroom. You now know how valuable your friendships are.

You know how much many of your teachers care about you.

You’ve been able to spend more quality time with your

family. When things return to whatever our new normal

might be, those experiences are going to help you

appreciate what’s really important in life.
 

Our weekly Zoom youth group check ins were among the top

highlights of my quarantine time. I loved seeing how you

prayed for one another, had fun with one another, and grew

in your faith with one another – even when we couldn’t

physically be together. I’ll never forget that, and can’t wait

for the time when we can gather together at the church and

for God Squad and HeBrews!
 

I hope you have a safe and happy summer. Be on the

lookout for word from me and our Children, Youth, and

Young Adult Committee about ways we can be together this

summer and how we will gather together again at the start

of the new program year.
 

I’m praying for each of you, and am always available to talk.

 

Peace,

Pastor Keith

B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

Y O U T H

M I N I S T R Y  N E W S
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F P C  S A L I N A

AARON FARMER

University of Kansas
 
Bachelor in Health, Sport and Exercise
Sciences
 
Mother is Lisa Anderson. Grandparents
are Paul and Marcia Anderson.  
 

CLASS OF 2020
C O L L E G E  G R A D U A T E S
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COLIN BLACKIM

Kansas State University
 
Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration
 
Parents are Amy and Blake Blackim
 

If you would like to see your college graduate featured in an upcoming newsletter
please submit photo and info to communications@fpcsalina.org.

 



P R O J E C T  S A L I N A

U P D A T E

During the month of May, we received $3,000 in

contributions toward the Project Salina initiative.

The Social Justice and Mission Committee

matched those funds up to $1,500, bringing our

total Project Salina contribution for 2020 to

$4,500. Way to make an impact FPC family!!


