
I N  W I T H  T H E  N E W

A new year often feels symbolic. It prompts us both to

celebrate and to step outside the day-to-day to reflect, look

back, take stock, assess how we did, and resolve to do better.

As exciting as it may be, it is important to remember that no

matter what month, year, or season we're in, God renews His

grace every single day. Lamentations 3:22-23 tells us,

'Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed, for

his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great

is your faithfulness.' 

Every year has its challenges, but isn't it wonderful that at

any moment we can evaluate and resolve to do better? What

greater gift than to be fully known, loved, and forgiven?

THE NEWS 
V O L U M E  5 3  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

N E W S L E T T E R

T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

Keith's Korner • P. 3

Here We Grow • P. 5

Realm • P. 7

FPC Updates • P. 8

B Y  B R I T T A N Y  W I L L E R



HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Charley Weathers will celebrate his 90th birthday on January 20th.

Helen Smutz will celebrate her 96th birthday on January 25th.

CONGRATULATIONS

Rev. Keith Phillips celebrated 3 years with FPC on January 1st.

Melanie Dennis celebrated 12 years with FPC on January 2nd.

Rebecca Karber celebrates 2 years with FPC on January 30th.

SYMPATHY EXTENDED

to Rev. Jennine & Dr. Steven Groene, whose two-year-old nephew

Jacob Money died December 16.

to Betty Garrison, whose grandson-in-law Kevin Moyer of Assaria,

died on December 17.
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I D E A S  O R

S U G G E S T I O N S

If you would like to see information not currently featured in "The

News", please submit your request to brittany@fpcsalina.org.

F O L L O W  U S  O N

F A C E B O O K  &  Y O U T U B E

Don't forget to "like" us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube

page! FPC will receive our own special page link once we reach 100

followers. Help us to meet this goal in 2021!
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

20  Sara Johnston

      Charley Weathers

21   Evan Bishop

22  Cooper Cobb

23  Thomas Fredrickson

      Ann Neumann

24  Rob Exline

      Zach Griffith

      Bob Salem

25  Kyle Murphy

      Helen Smutz

26  Sissy Morrison

      Tom Winkler

30   Kendi Carlgren

1    Amy Blackim

2   Amber Renfro

     Joan Soltis

3   Jordan Zuccarelli

8   Todd Davidson

     Ella Payne 

9   Derek Berg

10  Dale Hanson

12  Tom Wilson

13  Mary Exline

14  Katelyn Rupe

     Serena Wilson

16  Portia Bakker

17  Kadyn Cobb

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation anouncements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

I N  C A S E  Y O U  M I S S E D  I T
Wow! Our Lessons and Carols Service was a huge hit with a total of 1,880 viewers reached

through our Facebook live stream. In case you missed it, several of our church members submitted

videos sharing messages and music to celebrate the Advent Season.  

Lessons were graciously submitted by Dick Renfro, Betsy Scholten, Teressa Cooper, Jo Buchanan,

Connie Johnson, Seara Weir, Martha Rhea, and the White Family. Carolers included Rev. Keith

Phillips, Richard Koshgarian, Mary Anne Weiner, Dale & Kathy Hanson, RoJean Loucks, Marty Mills,

The Zuccarelli Family, Megan & Finvola Martin, Nick Salem, and Haley Grabast.

You may view the service recording on the First Presbyterian Church Salina YouTube page. 



B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

Well friends, it’s finally happened: 2020 is in

our past! That moment that we have been

waiting for since this pandemic began has

arrived. The calendar has flipped and that

awful year is over!
 

Yet the reality seems more anticlimactic than

our expectations or hopes. Things certainly

aren’t back to “normal.” While I am encouraged

by the vaccines that have arrived, so many of

us are still suffering. As such, we all still must

play our part in slowing the spread of COVID-

19 so that, someday, we will be able to interact

somewhat “normally” again.
 

It can be easy to see this as a let-down. But I

pray that you won’t let it feel that way. 
 

I was recently part of a conference of pastors

(by Zoom, of course). A presenter shared a

simple, brief story that I’ll paraphrase here. 
 

One day late in 2020, a man encountered his

friend at the grocery store. Behind their masks

and while six or more feet apart, they struck up

a conversation that inevitably led to talk of the

pandemic and their hopes for its end. 
 

The man asked his friend, “Well, what do you

expect in 2021?” His friend replied, “I think

2021 will bring flowers.” 
 

Perplexed, the man said, “Flowers? Why do you

expect flowers in 2021?” His friend responded,

“Because I’ve been planting flowers.”
 

This simple story reminds us that we have some

control over our future even when our present

feels completely out of control. We can plant

seeds of hope for the future – our future, and

the future of those with whom we are in

community. If we properly tend to those seeds,

at least some of the plants that grow will

eventually bear flowers.
 

K E I T H ' S  K O R N E R
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What if our focus during this transition is on

preparing for future “flowers” at FPC?    

What work can we do now to partner with

God in helping those “flowers” grow?

That’s the premise behind our transition plan at

FPC. There’s no question that this is a trying

time at our church, with both the pandemic and

a pastoral transition. As we welcome Rev. Dr. T.

Ewen Holmes as our transitional lead pastor on

the 18th of this month, we can continue to think

about these questions: 
 

 

I’ve shared before that the Parable of the

Sower is one of my favorite scriptures. Grab

your Bibles and turn to Mark 4:1-20 for a quick

refresher! The sower in the parable is God, who

would not be considered a very efficient farmer

by our standards today. God sows seed

everywhere – on the path, on rocky soil, among

weeds, and on good soil.
 

This parable shows our God is not efficient –

instead, our God is abundant. God sows seeds

everywhere, and all of them have the potential

to grow. Our job is not to sow the seeds – our

job is to tend to the soil. 
 

Where at FPC do we have hard-packed soil, or

rocky soil, or weeds that need to be tended?

How can we best water and fertilize the seeds?

What do these different soil conditions, the

water, and the fertilizer represent at our

church? These are all topics that are ripe for

conversation in 2021.
 

If we do our part to tend to these “soils," we

can trust that God will do God’s part to cause

the seeds to grow. So let’s get out our farming

and gardening gear, our watering buckets, and

our fertilizer, and let’s get to work with our

abundant, gracious God. Let’s have faith that

God’s future harvests at FPC will be bountiful!
 



B Y  H A L E Y  G R A B A S T

Can you believe December came and went, just like that? FPC Youth were able to continue

meeting through the month of December. We came together on Zoom to share in Advent

Celebrations. We played games and had great conversation. We played a game of “Would you

Rather” and I think it was a hit!  

Youth will be taking a break from gatherings until January 10th. A poll will be sent to youth and

families for the best time to have gatherings moving forward! 

This year Youth were able to make financial contributions to The Love, Chloe Foundation, The

Ashby House, DVACK, and Operation Christmas Child in Celebration of Advent. Each

organization received $250. The youth brainstormed several different activities for each of the

listed organizations to continue with service projects into the Spring! 

I’m looking forward to what a new year can bring for this wonderful group of FPC Youth! For

now, please remember that Youth are accepting donations towards the “Souper Bowl of Hope.”

This is a yearly event to collect canned goods and donations to benefit organizations in the

Salina community. A link has been attached to the Weekly Word to donate monetary donations.

Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church with the words “Souper Bowl” in the

memo. Thank you for your continued support! Happy New Year!

Happy day everyone! A new year is upon us. Though we look back on the year 2020 and see many

difficult days faced, there was also so much good! Our children worked hard this year to bring

joy to others in the face of adversity! 
 

This holiday season, our children did a number of activities that sought to bring joy to those who

may have been experiencing extra difficult days throughout loss, isolation, amongst others. One

of those activities included Craft Bags! Our craft bags included Christmas decorations, cards,

and other crafts to be used by homebound or isolated individuals within our church. Our children

created these crafts and safely delivered these bags to assigned individuals in hopes of bringing

a smile to their face! 
 

Additionally, our FBI children played a game of BINGO where the “prize” was to give funds to one

of three organizations- the MLK Childcare Center, the Salina Public Library, and the Love, Chloe

foundation! Our kids used over $400 of our children’s service funds to provide these monetary

gifts to these organizations! What giving children we have! 
 

There has also been so much giving on the part of our CYYA Committee who packaged goody

bags and Christmas gifts to give to our FPC children! 
 

There is so much more on the horizon including more service projects that our children will

partake in during the 2021 year! We are so grateful for all of you, your support, and the amazing

children and families here at FPC! God Bless everyone and Happy New Year!!

Y O U T H  U P D A T E
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F B I  U P D A T E
B Y  S H E L B Y  D I C K S O N



TRANSITIONAL PASTOR

We are thrilled to have Rev. Dr. T. Ewen

Holmes on board beginning January 18th!

Ewen brings 38 years of experience and

will be instrumental in helping us to stay

focused on our mission and preparing us

for more effective ministry under the

leadership of a new Lead Pastor. 

HOLY COW!

With the results in hand, FPC will look for

ways to build on our strengths as well as

addressing our challenges, setting goals,

and taking the next steps. This will kick-

off with a four-part discussion series

beginning January 31st.  

REALM 

Realm is our new software that will play

an integral role in our goal to grow closer

together. The Connect App will

streamline our communications and keep

our congregation connected and

informed. More info on page 7!

HERE WE GROW!
2020 was a year of thinking and questioning for FPC. What's working for us? Where can we

improve? In 2021, we embark on an exciting transitional period where we seek to grow closer to

God and one another as we move forward together. Below are a few things you can expect in

the months ahead. Here we grow!
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Join us for this year's Souper Bowl of Hope, an

effort of Salina churches and businesses to

collect 55,000 cans of soup to be distributed

between the Salina Food Bank, Salvation Army,

Rescue Mission, Ashby House, and DVACK.

Cans of soup and donations are being collected

through Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th, 2021.

Please mail your monetary donation to us at P.O.

Box 585, Salina, KS 67402. Be sure to include

"Souper Bowl" in the memo. A $25 donation will

buy 60 cans of soup! You may also donate online

using the fpcsalina.org giving tab. 

Canned soup donations may be taken to the

Salina Emergency Aid Food Bank or call 785-

452-5008 for pickup. 
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S O U P E R  B O W L  
O F  H O P E

A N N U A L  M E E T I N G
J A N U A R Y  3 1 S T

Our congregation’s Annual Meeting will take

place after worship on Sunday, January 31st. By

this time, we will also have completed and

distributed the church’s Annual Report.
 

The main goals of the Annual Meeting are to

review the last year and talk about what God

has planned for our church in 2021. Part of our

discussion of the church’s future will include the

first of four presentations on the HolyCow!

Congregational Assessment Tool. These

presentations, which will include an opportunity

for questions and discussion, will continue during

the Virtual Parlor Zoom gatherings after worship

on February 7th, 14th, and 21st.
 

The Annual Meeting may also contain a vote on

new terms of call for Associate Pastor Keith

Phillips. More details about the meeting will be

sent out in the weeks ahead of January 31st, and

will be discussed during worship at least the two

preceding Sundays.



R E A L M  &  O U R  C O N N E C T  A P P
Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real-time connection. It helps our church connect

with you and you connect with us. If you consider yourself part of this church family, you’ll love it.

Realm allows you to manage your personal information and who is allowed to see it, control your

giving, and keep in touch with the groups that matter to you.

Everyone can be connected from anywhere at any time, right from our mobile devices. Realm is

only made up of the people in your church, it’s not like a social network that’s open to everyone.

Realm keeps your data safe and gives you control over what information you share and who can

see it. It engages everyone in the life of our church by supporting the healthy relationships

essential to our church’s mission. We’ll stay organized, and you’ll stay informed about all of the

opportunities for fellowship. When we share life together, we will grow together.

With the Realm Connect App, congregants can register for churchwide events, RSVP to group

events, send in-app messages to other members, interact with the church newsfeed, set up

recurring giving, see upcoming events, communicate with groups, search congregant profiles,

track personal giving, and call, text, or email individuals from their profile. The "Connect - our

Church Community" app is available on iOS and Android devices. We look forward to integrating

this app into our daily church life as soon as March! For more info. visit realmchurch.com/connect.
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Join us to welcome Reverend Dr. T. Ewen Holmes

as he begins work as transitional pastor at First

Presbyterian Church on Monday, January 18.
 

The Interim Search committee of Amanda

Michaelis, Terry Bakker, Ruth Ascher, the late

Paul Anderson, Melanie Hancock (PNKS Executive

Presbyter), and Pat Ireland (PNKS Committee on

Ministry liaison) started working last summer to

find the right person to be a transitional pastor

for our congregation.  This work culminated with

FPC Session and Presbytery of Northern Kansas

approval to engage Ewen Holmes for that role.

The committee was thorough with interviews and

reference calls.  Overall the comments from

references were similar to the following:

Ewen works well with people; He gets the job

done; He is the nicest person and is genuinely 
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W E L C O M E  R E V .  D R .

T .  E W E N  H O L M E S

B L E S T  B E  T H E  T I E  T H A T  B I N D S  U P D A T E

The 2021 Blest Be the Tie That Binds Stewardship campaign has come to a close and the

Stewardship Committee extends a heartfelt "Thank You" to those who have pledged their

financial resources to the mission of First Presbyterian Church for the upcoming year. As of

January 5th, pledges received total $459,884.00.

Each and every pledge is valued, just as each and every member of our church family is valued.

Our financial contributions, along with our time and talents, enable FPC to carry God's ministry of

supporting each other and serving others in our community and beyond. 

kind; He is self-confident and knows himself; He relates to all age groups with authenticity; He is a

team builder and works well with staff; He has good humor and is a storyteller.

Ewen will be coming to Salina from Michigan with his 13-year-old rescue dog, Ailbhe (pronounced

Al-bee). Following is an email that we received just before Christmas.

“Ailbhe likes Horace Greeley and said to me 'Let's go west, old man!' (at least that's what I

thought I heard). So we're heading west to Salina! We're looking forward to meeting you!  Have a

wonderful and blessed Christmas!”  Ailbhe and Ewen
 



Decluttering is not likely the first thing that comes to mind when thinking about spiritual practices.

It may even sound more like a chore as we think of sorting through closets or our dreaded junk

drawers. The process can be overwhelming, particularly if it’s been a while since we last

decluttered. However, the end result is worth the work as we admire the organized shelves and

drawers.

The first step in decluttering is to acknowledge this is not easy work. While some possessions are

valuable or evoke feelings of happiness, others just gobble up space. Letting go of what we have

held on to for a long time can even stir up feelings of grief. Marie Kondo’s insights from her

bestseller “The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up” can be helpful in thinking about this difficulty.

Kondo counsels that when decluttering our physical space, we are reluctant to relinquish some of

our possessions for two reasons: guilt and anxiety.

Guilt keeps us from letting go of possessions that have some sentimental value. We hold on to an

item we don’t particularly like because a relative or friend gave it to us. Unconsciously, we may

believe that giving up the gift represents a rejection of the giver.

Anxiety causes us to hold too tightly to our possessions because we fear that we may one day

need those belongings. How many of us cannot fit a car into our garage because it’s full of

“someday” items?

Now if Kondo advises letting go of possessions we no longer want or need to make room for

belongings that spark joy for us, imagine what decluttering our spiritual space — letting go of

“things” that clutter our hearts — could do!

Just as guilt might keep us holding on to physical things, we often hold on to memories, beliefs

and past arguments that no longer serve us in our spiritual lives. Perhaps we hold on to dogma we

were taught as children that is no longer helpful or healthy for us because to let go of it makes us

feel as if we are turning our backs on our childhood homes or communities. Or perhaps we hold on

to anger or hurt because we fear letting go of them would make us vulnerable.

DECLUTTERING
IS A HOLY ACT
M A K E  R O O M  F O R  J O Y  B Y  G E T T I N G
R I D  O F  G U I L T  A N D  A N G S T

B Y  C O U R T N E Y  B O W E N

This article is featured in the January / February 2021 issue of Presbyterian's Today
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When we declutter our spiritual lives by giving up what is no longer useful for us, we make room

for the One who brings us true joy. Decluttering our spirits creates liminal space, full of possibility

and creativity, for the Holy Spirit to move in our hearts.

How do we declutter our spiritual lives? Perhaps the answer lies in other spiritual practices such

as confession and prayer. If we are holding on to guilt, let us practice confessing that guilt to

God. If we are holding on to hurtful things that have been said or taught to us, let us share that

with God. If we are holding on to fear or anxiety, let us give that to God as well, as Philippians

4:6–7 teaches us: Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Just as a decluttered physical space can bring a sense of calm, a decluttered spiritual life opens

us to an even greater peace — one in which we have room to see how God is at work in our lives

and in the world.

Happy cleaning!

Courtney Bowen is associate pastor for youth at First Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Tennesse. In

addition to practicing the spiritual discipline of decluttering, she enjoys hiking and knitting and is

an avid reader.
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Take an inventory of your emotions. What are you holding on to that is leaving no room for joy?

Now hand the “clutter” over to God in prayer.

Create a New Year’s Day tradition by writing down your spiritual clutter on a piece of paper.

Then start a fire outdoors and toss the paper into the flames. This can be done alone or as a

church activity. Gathering around a fire and releasing the clutter is also a great idea for the

start of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17.

Take a few minutes each day to clean out your “spiritual junk drawer” by confessing to God

the “items” that are weighing you down.

P U T  I N T O  P R A C T I C E
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