
H O W  S W E E T  I T  I S

The greatest love we will ever know is the love of our

Savior. Romans 8:38-39 says 'For I am sure that neither

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor

things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.' Wow!

Jesus understands our ups and downs. When you can't get

your mind off that mountain in front of you, talk to the

mountain mover! He hears all, he knows all, and he is using

it all for your good! Have you stopped to thank Him lately?

How sweet it is to be loved by God!

THE NEWS 
V O L U M E  5 3  •  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N

N E W S L E T T E R

T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

Thoughts from Ewen • P. 3

Keith's Korner • P. 4

Children & Youth  • P. 6

Loving Our Neighbors • P. 13

B Y  B R I T T A N Y  W I L L E R



HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Margie Wilson will celebrate her 94th birthday on February 2.
 

Shirley Howard will celebrate her 92nd birthday on February 6.

Melanie Dennis, our Church Administrator, will celebrate her birthday

on February 11.

CONGRATULATIONS

Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis will celebrate their 66th wedding anniversary

on February 2.

Brittany Willer will celebrate 1 year with FPC on February 26th.

Transitional Lead Pastor

Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes

ewen@fpcsalina.org

Associate Pastor

Rev. Keith Phillips 

keith@fpcsalina.org  
 

Children's Ministry Director

Shelby Dickson

shelby@fpcsalina.org

Children’s Ministry Assistant

Britton Zuccarelli

Nursery Coordinator

Becca Karber

Nursery Caregiver

Briana Dundon
 

Youth Ministry

Rev. Keith Phillips

Haley Grabast

Youth Ministry Director

haley@fpcsalina.org
 

Music

Dr. Richard Koshgarian          

Music Director 

richard@fpcsalina.org  

Angie Koshgarian                          

Organist

angie@fpcsalina.org
 

Office 

Melanie Dennis                  

Church Administrator

melanie@fpcsalina.org

Brittany Willer 

Administrative Assistant

brittany@fpcsalina.org
 

Facility   

Steve Fowler

Lead Custodian/Maintenance Tech.

steve@fpcsalina.org 

Tony Griggs                       

Relief Custodian

tony@fpcsalina.org
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I D E A S  O R

S U G G E S T I O N S
If you would like to see information not currently featured in "The

News", please submit your request to brittany@fpcsalina.org.

F O L L O W  U S  O N

F A C E B O O K  &  Y O U T U B E
Don't forget to "like" us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube

page! FPC will receive our own special page link once we reach 100

followers. Help us to meet this goal in 2021!
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

9    Zachary Davidson

      Cathy Hayes

10   Erik Norris

      William Shadwick

11    Melanie Dennis

13   Linda Ellison

14   Mary Ralston

16   Ava Denning

      William West

18   Tommy Payne

21   Avery Cooper

25  Connor Griffith

26  Morrie Soderberg

30   Anne Atherton

2   Ruth Cathcart-Rake

     Lisa Graham

     Sallie Morrison

     Margie Wilson

3   Matt Cobb

4   Zoe Davidson

     Ryan Payne

     Shannon Rayl

5   Rita Peterson

6   Leslie Bishop

     Shirley Howard

     Roger Morrison

7   Claudia Canales 

     de Anderson

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation anouncements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

P L A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E
Our December Newsletter included a two-page summary of the 30-page HolyCow!

Congregational Assessment that commenced with an on-line survey of the FPC members on

August 3, 2020.  This report was packed with valuable information that will be instrumental in

providing guidance to our congregation as we embark on an exciting transitional period with

Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes.

Be sure to visit fpcsalina.org regularly over the coming months for important information as we

work on our church Transition Plan. We will soon be creating a dedicated section for this

information, beginning with our HolyCow! Congregational Assessment Tool report and related

materials.



B Y  P A S T O R  E W E N

T H O U G H T S  F R O M  E W E N

Dear Friends in Christ:

I use this form of greeting partially because of the warm greeting you have extended to me since

my arrival in Salina on January 15th. It’s reminded me that Christ calls all of us such expressions

of hospitality wherever we can, and that it be extended even to “strangers or sojourners.” 

Transitional work also reminds me in real terms the sense of family (faith family) that we join in

and through the Sacrament of Baptism. It tells us that no matter where we might go in life, we

are figuratively accompanied by and are welcome by our extended spiritual family. That’s to say

that there are thousands of homes with open doors and open arms awaiting us, no matter where

we may find ourselves. Those homes are represented by the 10,000+ Presbyterian churches that

await our arrival and are prepared to welcome us.

I share this with you because for a long time we have quietly and slowly been a people drifting

apart. Sadly, it’s gotten to the point that this separation become so large that we can hardly

conduct civil conversations or share in basic concern toward one another. It’s caused a struggle –

sometimes physical, sometimes verbal, and sometimes emotional and spiritual. It’s even flowed

out into our streets and has inflected our homes and inserted itself our nation’s Capitol Building.

All of this led me back to scripture and my faith! This has pointed me toward the familiar and

empowering words we find in the first words of the 11th chapter of the Letter to the Hebrews:

“Faith makes us sure of what we hope for and gives us proof of what we cannot see.” (Hebrews

11:1 CEV) 

As we begin this journey of ours, that I spoke to in my first sermon here at FPC, I again thank you

for the welcome you’ve given me and remind all of us to keep focused on those words of Hebrews

in our journey. Let’s we step out in faith and let’s grow in our relationships, being humble and

patient along the way. Therefore, it’s with a sense of peace and hope that take that first step

with the church’s leadership (the Session, Board of Deacons, and Trustees), its committees, the

membership, and your wonderful, talented, and dedicated staff.

 

Peace be with you.
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B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

Rev. Dr. Hawley mentioned the many familiar faces he saw in the sanctuary that Sunday, along

with the faces of those that he fondly remembered who had since passed into the great cloud of

witnesses. “Many, indeed, are the strands that have woven the life of this congregation in its one

hundred and thirty-seven years of existence,” said Rev. Dr. Hawley. We, now, can increase that

total to nearly one hundred and sixty-one years.

 

He then expounded on Hebrews 11:39-40, which, after giving the history of saints like Abraham and

Moses says, “All of them pleased God because of their faith! But still they died without being

given what had been promised. This was because God had something better in store for us. And

he did not want them to reach the goal of their faith without us” (Contemporary English Version,

emphasis mine). 

 

Rev. Dr. Hawley preached a message of the importance of generations of faith working together,

being guided by God’s unchanging providence through the continual change in circumstances

over the years. He said that those presently at work in the church rely upon those who worked in

the past for a foundation. However, importantly, those in the past also rely upon future workers to

continue the work.

K E I T H ' S  K O R N E R
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A few weeks ago, someone left a folder

with my name on it in the vestibule near the

South entrance to the church. I later found

it, and was delighted to find two things

inside. First was a Salina Journal article

from December 2001 when the “Points of

Contact” liturgical art project (the

hand/footprint and scripture ceramic tiles

along our hallways) was installed. The other

was a sermon given at our church on

September 21, 1997, by Rev. Dr. Bernard

Hawley.

Rev. Dr. Hawley was the senior pastor at

FPC from 1965 – 1987, and ten years after

his retirement, Rev. Dr. Tom Reid, who was

called to be senior pastor at FPC in 1996,

invited Rev. Dr. Hawley to preach. He

delivered a sermon titled “The Continuity of

Change.” He talked about how our church

has been woven together with many

individuals working together as they are

called by Christ to work together.
 



Continuing the metaphor of the work at FPC as a shared piece of art, Rev. Dr. Hawley said, “We

are called to paint but one small portion which, insignificant as it might seem, will in time, blend

with the work of many others until, in the providence of God, a masterpiece emerges.”

Rev. Dr. Hawley’s message from 1997 resonates today – perhaps even more today than it did nearly

24 years ago, as we continue in this period of transition. Each one of us has been called by God

to paint a small piece of a much larger work of art. We don’t always have the benefit of seeing

the larger painting. However, with God’s help, we can be good stewards of the tools needed to

paint. Perhaps the “brushes,” “paint,” “ladders,” “easels,” and “light” we need to paint are really

scripture, discernment, stewardship, visioning, leadership, and communication. If we keep these

tools in good, working order, we not only can complete the work we are given to do today, but we

can pass those tools on to future generations who will be able to help us continue the painting. 

 

That is the work we are in today, my friends. That is the work of this transition process. It is work

that is intended not only to make us stronger in 2021; it will also set future generations at FPC up

to continue our work, as we have continued the work of generations from the past.
 

I still am not sure who left me this gem of a sermon a few weeks ago. But I am thankful for them

providing us all with a reminder of Rev. Dr. Hawley’s leadership, and a reminder of how we are in

the middle of a long line of disciples at Salina First Presbyterian Church that stretches 160 years

into the past, and continues into the future. Let’s be faithful to continue our call.

 

“This is no trivial obligation, to take your place in that succession,” said Rev. Dr. Hawley, “but what

a glorious opportunity, what a privilege to be a member in this historic procession of those whom

God calls and uses. May God bless you as you go forward from today. Amen.”

 

If you would like to read the full sermon, please visit bit.ly/HawleySermon
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B Y  H A L E Y  G R A B A S T

The month of January came and went so quickly! It is hard to believe that 2021 is off and

running. January presented with cold weather and COVID case increases causing Youth

Gatherings to move to Zoom. This allowed us to keep each other safe while still gathering. The

Youth showed impressive flexibility skills, they rolled with the punches and always maintained

positive attitudes. Thank you to FPC Youth and Families for being flexible while we manage

colder weather and keeping each other safe! 

During our gatherings, Youth have shared in highs and lows, reflected on programs and gained

insight into what their peers would pick during games of “Would you Rather.” This has been a

favorite Zoom game! Youth have engaged in some serious conversations about why they would

make one choice over the other. Our time together goes quick! 

The Youth Gathering time has been moved to Noon on Sundays. In February youth can look

forward to a service project and youth gatherings filled with conversation and games! We will

continue to share in highs and lows and end in prayer. 

As youth head into their second semester of this school year please continue praying for them.

They have faced new challenges and obstacles this year. Youth continue to show perseverance

and strength while maintaining positivity during these trying times. They are true examples of

God’s light!

Happy February, FPC friends! The month of January was a quiet one for our FBI kiddos. Getting

back into the groove of school and routine in the midst of COVID is not an easy transition, so we

took a little extra time to get started with our FBI semester. Thus, we will have a much more

detailed report next month.

As we look ahead, we have some fun activities on the horizon! Our time together for FBI will

continue to be via Zoom during the immediate future, but we hope that the end of the semester

will allow us some time to come together again in person before this program year ends.

Additionally, we'd like to note that our children are so pleased to be welcoming Rev. Dr. Ewen

Holmes and look forward to getting to know him more over the coming weeks and months! We

thank you all for your support during this very difficult year!

Much love and prayers to all of you!

Y O U T H  U P D A T E
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F B I  U P D A T E

B Y  S H E L B Y  D I C K S O N



Pro-active and sacrificial. He loved us first. "This is love: not that we loved God, but that he

loved us first and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.“ (1 John 4:10)

Unconditional. In Christ, we are fully accepted and beloved forever. God’s love does not

change because it does not depend on the object of love but on Him as the loving one. There

is nothing to separate us from God’s love. (Romans 8:38-39)

Secure and constant. The Eternal God loves us with eternal love. “Behold, I am with you all the

days to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

By proclaiming the good news. God’s love brings good news. It brings a message of

reconciliation, of a future and of hope. His love encourages and inspires.

By binding up the broken hearts. God’s love brings healing. It is a balm for our wounds and

broken hearts.

By bringing freedom. God’s love is inextricably linked with deliverance from things that keep us

imprisoned and prevents us from being truly ourselves and live fully. God’s love leads us in all

truth.

For more on this article, visit onthewaybg.com

How does God love us? What are the expressions of God’s love? How does this affect our

communication with other people? How can we love others truly and deeply by imitating God?

Thousands of books can be written on this because of the vastness and depth of God’s love and

the manifold ways in which it manifests itself every day to every person. Here we will briefly

address some of the most basic characteristics and expressions of God’s love in order to learn

how to reflect this love in our relationships. Only God’s love enables us to love others truly,

including those who irritate us and hurt us, even those we consider our enemies.

Characteristics of God’s Love

One of the most wonderful descriptions of God’s love is found in 1 Corinthians chapter 13, “the

chapter of love.” When the Bible speaks of love as a noun, it refers to a character. Love is the

essence of God’s character and personality. When talking about love as a verb, it refers to all the

actions and manifestations of His character as an expression of His love. Here are some of the

most distinctive features of God’s love:

Expressions of God’s love towards us

When Christ begins his public ministry, He cites an excerpt from Isaiah chapter 61. “The Spirit of

the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent

me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) This gives us a very good roadmap of

the ways in which God expresses His love. He does so:

Expressions of God’s love in our relationships

The above description gives us a brief picture and guidance on the basic ways in which we can

express God’s love in our relationships. We show love every time when we choose to:

B Y  H A D A S S A H  T R E U

1 3  W A Y S  T O  L O V E  O T H E R S  B Y
E X P R E S S I N G  G O D ' S  L O V E
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Reach out – to seek a resolution to interpersonal conflicts, to forgive wholeheartedly, to refrain

from holding a grudge and malice, anger and bitterness.

Encourage and build up, instead of criticizing, complaining and hurting.

Give hope and be proclaimers of good news, of God’s love and kindness.

Bind up and bring healing with our words and actions, not hurt.

Not to enslave, manipulate, force, control, abuse, and exonerate others.

Assure others in God’s love and in our love.

Establish healthy boundaries in our relationships. To show and communicate clearly what we

accept and what not. What we want to give and what not.

Tell the truth with love. To confront each other, when necessary.

Separate ourselves from evil.

Bring joy, to comfort.

Say words and take action that builds up, and not destroy.

Bless and pray for others.

Share time and resources with others in the boundaries, in which we want and we are able to.

1 3  W A Y S  T O  L O V E  O T H E R S  C O N T ' D

W E  A S K E D  F P C  K I D S  H O W  T O  L O V E . . .
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 Decluttering home and giving

items to families in need

through the Care Portal.

 -The Zuccarelli Family

 Giving others grace

and showing more

patience.

-Betty

 Giving sister a big hug

when I get to see her

again this year.-Piper

 FaceTiming family

to cheer them up.

-Ryan

Doing arts & crafts
for others

-Anna

Doing acts of kindness

for others in need

-Shelby



In our Presbyterian liturgical calendar, Sunday, February 14th is Health Awareness and Day of Prayer

for Healing and Wholeness, so we thought we would highlight a local agency on a mission to help

heal those in our community and beyond. 

The Central Kansas Foundation began in 1967, to fill a desperate need, as a result of loving, caring

people who had faith, hope and trust, and wanted to help those who could not help themselves.

Since then, CKF  has continued to fight the cycle of addiction and abuse that destroys not only the

addict but those around them and has had a tremendous impact on the lives of people in Kansas

and throughout this nation. 

Today the Central Kansas Foundation Addiction & Treatment center is helping to fight for the needs

of addicts and against the stigma of addiction. They offer patients help, hope, a knowledgeable

staff, effective programming, quality services, and a safe, comfortable environment. Treatment

services include telehealth services, counseling, evaluations, support, detoxification, medication

assistance, family support, anger management, intervention, education, and so much more.

We encourage you to check out their remarkable story as written by the founder of CKF, Father

Willys E. Neustrom, on their website at ckfaddictiontreatment.org under the "About" tab.  From the

home page, you may also access information on addiction, treatment services, and locations. 

A donation to the Central Kansas Foundation is a great way to love your neighbor this Valentine's

Day. Because of your gifts; people get clean and sober, children get a stable home environment,

employers get a stable workforce, and the community at large gets stronger. To make a monetary

donation, visit ckfaddictiontreatment.org and click on the "Give" tab. 

OPPORTUNITIES
TO IMPACT
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CENTRAL KANSAS FOUNDATION
ADDICTION & TREATMENT CENTER



OPPORTUNITIES  TO IMPACT CONT'D

The three programs supported by One Great Hour

of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the

Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self

Development of People - all work in different

ways to serve individuals and communities in

need. From initial disaster response to ongoing

community development, their work fits together

to provide people with safety, sustenance, and

hope. To support the churchwide special

offerings please visit specialofferings.pcusa.org.

O N E  G R E A T  H O U R
O F  S H A R I N G

Page 10

The Souper Bowl of Hope is collecting 55,000

cans of soup for five local agencies through

February 7th, 2021. Don't forget to mail your

monetary donation to us at P.O. Box 585, Salina,

KS 67402. Be sure to include "Souper Bowl" in

the memo. You may also donate online using the

fpcsalina.org giving tab. A donation of $25 will

buy 60 cans of soup! Canned donations may be

dropped off at the Emergency Aid Food Bank.

S O U P E R  B O W L  
O F  H O P E

It's that time again! Match Madness will be taking place at the Salina Fieldhouse on March

25th from 7 am - 7 pm. Stop by in person, or visit www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org to make a

donation towards our endowment fund through the Greater Salina Community Foundation.

Every endowed donation will receive a cash match of up to 50%! Be sure to also check out

the livestream free-throw contest where we hope to score some extra cash!

M A T C H  M A D N E S S  C O M I N G  S O O N



In the next couple of weeks, we will send an invite to all

current member emails on file, asking you to join Realm.

Once you accept you will be prompted to create a

username and password that will allow you to gain entry to

both our FPC Realm site and our mobile Connect App. 
 

With the Realm Connect App, congregants can register for

churchwide events, RSVP to group events, send in-app

messages to other members, interact with the church

newsfeed, set up recurring giving, see upcoming events,

communicate with groups, search congregant profiles,

track personal giving, and call, text, or email individuals

from their profile. The "Connect - our Church Community"

app is available on iOS and Android devices. We look

forward to integrating this app into our daily church life as

soon as March! 
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CONNECT APP
LAUNCH



If you enjoyed our Advent devotional, you will

also want the Living Well Through Lent 2021:

Listening with All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and

Mind devotional that includes reflections from

Martha Bourlakis, Robbin Brent, Randall Curtis,

Donald Fishburne, Jan Kwiatkowski, Heidi Kim,

Malcolm McLaurin, Craig Phillips, Lisa Saunders,

Scott Stoner, and Dawna Wall.

You may request a paper copy through the office

or download the PDF version from the link on our

Weekly Word email. To have daily devotions sent

right to your inbox visit livingcompass.org.
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L I V I N G  W E L L
T H R O U G H  L E N T

2 0 2 0  A N N U A L
R E P O R T

Photos from our 2020 events

Officer and Committee Information

Statistical Report

Pastor's Annual Report

Committee Reports

Congregational Meeting Minutes

End of Year Financials

2021 Approved Budget 

FPC is pleased to announce that our 2020

Annual Report has been posted to the website. In

the report, you'll find:

Please contact the office with any questions you

may have or to request a hard copy. 
 



LOVING OUR
NEIGHBORS
IN 2020, YOUR PLEDGES HELPED FPC
SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING CAUSES

Ashby House

Ashby House empowers homeless families and individuals to improve self-sufficiency,

self-advocacy, and holistic recovery.

Catholic Charities

Guided by God’s love, our mission at Catholic Charities is to provide compassionate

service to all people in need throughout Northern Kansas.

DVACK

DVACK supports survivors of domestic and sexual violence, stalking, teen dating

violence, elder abuse, and human trafficking.

American Red Cross

The American Red Cross prevents and alleviates human suffering in the face of

emergencies by mobilizing the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors.

Angel Covers

Angel Covers is a volunteer-run organization dedicated to providing holistic care to

orphaned and impoverished children around the world.

Care Portal

CarePortal brings the needs of hurting children and families in your community to your

attention.

Central Kansas Foundation

CKF has been providing quality, effective, innovative, and affordable substance use

prevention and treatment since 1967.

Juntos Guatemala

Juntos Guatemala is an organization that supports Guatemalans by building

relationships & projects such as fuel-efficient stoves, composting latrines, and water

filtration systems.
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Salina Area United Way

The Salina Area United Way strengthens our community through Health, Education,

and Financial Stability.

Toys from the Heart

Sponsored by Coldwell Banker, Toys from the Heart aims to help local children in need

have a Merry Christmas.

Love Salina

Love Salina is a collaborative ministry of churches that help provide emergency

assistance to those in need in the Salina Community.

Project Salina

Every year during the month of May, Project Salina collects food for distribution to

five agencies that help needy families in Salina, Kansas.

PCUSA Presbyterian Disaster Relief

Enables congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) to witness to the healing

love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis.

Fellow Man International

The mission of Fellow Man International is to help impoverished people living in the

mountains of Honduras in the areas of health care, nutrition, and education.

Meals on Wheels

Since 1970, the Meals On Wheels program has provided nutritious meals to homebound

persons in Salina.

Sunflower Adult Day Services

Sunflower Adult Day Services enhances the quality of life for the older or disabled

adult through a structured day activity program.

Salina Child Care Association

Salina Child Care Association has provided quality, affordable early childhood

education and child care for over 50 years.

Salina Emergency Aid Food Bank

Salina Emergency Aid/Food Bank engages our community to provide emergency needs

for food, shelter, and well-being.

Salina Family Health Care Center

SFHC Provides Medical, Dental, Behavioral Health, and Pharmacy services all under

one roof. Extraordinary care for all.
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Address:   308 S 8th St

                 PO Box 585

                 Salina, KS 67402-0585

Phone:     (785) 825-0226

Email:      office@fpcsalina.org

Website:  www.fpcsalina.org

Subscribe to our
YouTube Channel

Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes - Transitional Lead Pastor

Rev. Keith Phillips - Associate Pastor
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F E B R U A R Y

1st Sunday in Lent

Virtual Parlor 11:15am

Youth Group 12 pm

2nd Sunday in Lent

Virtual Parlor 11:15am

Youth Group 12 pm

5th Sunday after 
 Epiphany

Virtual Parlor 11:15am

Youth Group 12 pm

Transfiguration of the
Lord

Virtual Parlor 11:15am

Youth Group 12 pm

Staff Meeting 11am

Staff Meeting 11am

Staff Meeting 11am

Staff Meeting 11am

Session Meeting 5:15pm

Personnel Mtg. 2:30pm

CYYA Meeting 5:30pm Worship Mtg. 4pm

SJ&M Meeting 5:30pm

FBI Zoom 5:30pm

Deacon Mtg. 5:30pm Adult Ed Mtg. 5pm

Trustees Mtg. 12pm

Communications Task
Force Mtg. 9:30am

FBI Zoom 5:30pm

Ash Wednesday


