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Personals

FPC Staff

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Betty Garrison will celebrate her 93rd birthday on December 21.

ANNIVERSARY CONGRATULATIONS!

LEAD PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF
Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith
charless@fpcsalina.org

Marcia & Paul Anderson will celebrate their 54th wedding anniversary on
December 27.

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Rev. Keith Phillips

IN MEMORIAM

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN ED
Shelby Dickson
Director of Children’s CE

Eleanor Smith died October 27. She joined FPC in 1955. Sympathy is
extended to her son and daughters, Stan Smith, McPherson, KS, Connie
Knight (Kevin), Chandler, AZ, and Carol Fairrington (Bob), Casa
Grande, AZ, her seven grandchildren and thirteen great-grandchildren.

CONGRATULATIONS!
A son, Glen Charles, was born
November 19 to Shelby & Jacob
Dickson. Shelby is the FPC Director of
Children’s Christian Education.

keith@fpcsalina.org

shelby@fpcsalina.org

Children’s CE Assistant
Britton Zuccarelli
Nursery Caregivers
Briana Dundon
Gina Lamb
YOUTH MINISTRY
Rev. Keith Phillips
MUSIC
Richard Koshgarian
Director of Music
richard@fpcsalina.org

Angie Koshgarian
Organist
angie@fpcsalina.org

Do you have information you'd like to have listed in the Personals" section of
the newsletter? Contact Beth at beth@fpcsalina.org today!

OFFICE
Melanie Spiess
Office Manager
melanie@fpcsalina.org

Beth Cormack
Communications Coordinator
beth@fpcsalina.org

CUSTODIAL
Ed Zoch
Head Custodian
ed@fpcsalina.org

Tony Griggs
Relief Custodian
tony@fpcsalina.org

FPC WILL BE CLOSED
Thursday, November 22 and
Friday, November 23
for Thanksgiving
FBI Children’s Bible Skit
December 12

Led by Christ, Together in
Faith and Love,
We Joyfully Think,
Question,
Grow and Serve!
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from Pastor Charlie...
It is hard to believe that it has been 10 years since my father-in-law’s death, but at this time of year the memory is
still fresh. He was a magnificent man who loved life and people, last seen engaged in one of his favorite pastimes
– eating and thoroughly enjoying a meal and a cup of hot tea – a man who seemed so at peace that, when word
came the next day, the Sunday after Thanksgiving and First Sunday of Advent, the news, while sorrowful, wasn’t
for me, in my heart of hearts, altogether shocking. The funeral in the huge imposing sanctuary of Diana’s home
church remains a blur in my mind, but there was a comforting constant: The huge Christmas tree, decorated in
white ornaments and lights, in the same place where it had stood 22 years earlier, when Diana and I were married
in that same church.
Scheduling a funeral during Advent? If you think about it, what could be more appropriate? The tree is a symbol
of life and is to remind us of the Savior’s birth. At a funeral, we witness to the resurrection in the shadow of that
same tree, casting out mourning, sorrow and fear of death with the same words sung by the heavenly host, heard
by the shepherds who came to the manger to see the baby Jesus: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace
…!” (Or those familiar verses from Isaiah cited so frequently during the Advent and Christmas seasons:
“Comfort, O comfort my people.”) The glorious beauty of a Christmas tree bathed in light, too, symbolizes God’s
light piercing the darkness. The tree, its branches reaching out toward the heavens, reminds us that all nature
sings for joy for what Christmas means for all of us. The Christmas tree and all it symbolizes touch us deeply.
Helen Keller once said “the best and most beautiful things cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt
with the heart.” In “Three Days to See,” Keller wrote:
“Recently I was visited by a very good friend who had just returned from a long walk in
the woods, and I asked her what she had observed. ‘Nothing in particular,’ she replied. I
might have been incredulous had I not been accustomed to such responses, for long ago I
became convinced that the seeing see little.
“How was it possible, I asked myself, to walk for an hour through the woods and see
nothing worthy of note? I who cannot see find hundreds of things to interest me through
mere touch. I feel the delicate symmetry of a leaf. I pass my hands lovingly about the
smooth skin of a silver birch, or the rough, shaggy bark of a pine. In spring I touch the
branches of trees hopefully in search of a bud, the first sign of awakening Nature after her
winter’s sleep. I feel the delightful, velvety texture of a flower, and discover its
remarkable convolutions; and something of the miracle of Nature is revealed to me.”
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Keith’s Korner
I vividly remember Decembers growing up when my younger brother and I would take turns moving the little
Christmas mouse along our Advent calendar. I can never remember if we started on 25 and moved backwards to 1,
or if we started at 1 and simply advanced along with the date. But we always knew how many days were left until
Christmas.
I didn’t understand, until I was older, what Advent was really all about. Advent isn’t simply about preparing for
Christmas; it’s really about preparing for Jesus Christ – the Jesus who came in a manger in Bethlehem 2000 years
ago, as well as the Jesus we eagerly await to make all things new here and now.
Two thousand years ago, the people of ancient Judea yearned for a savior to take them out of the oppressive darkness
of Roman imperialism and the hypocrisy of their religious leaders. They yearned to be led by this savior into the light
of freedom and right worship of God. With Jesus, they began that journey – albeit in a way they couldn’t have
imagined.
Today, we have joined them on the journey. Yes, we celebrate the coming of Christ into the world as a baby in a
manger two thousand years ago. However, we still see so much darkness around us. So, we prepare for Christ to
return. The candles of Advent remind us of what this means. We live in hope, we strive for peace, we find joy in the
gift of God’s love for us through Christ, and we seek to love one another.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is one of my favorite theologians and pastors. He was arrested by the Nazis for preaching
against their regime. After being imprisoned for a year and a half, he was executed shortly before the end of World
War II.
An Advent devotional of Bonhoeffer’s letters from prison and earlier sermons and writings has been published in the
last decade. Here are two excerpts from a sermon he wrote in 1930:

We all come with different personal feelings to the Christmas festival. One comes with
pure joy as he looks forward to this day of rejoicing, of friendships renewed, and of
love. … Others look for a moment of peace under the Christmas tree, peace from the
pressures of daily work. … Others again approach Christmas with great apprehension.
It will be no festival of joy for them. Personal sorrow is painful especially on this day
for those whose loneliness is deepened at Christmastime. … And despite it all,
Christmas comes. Whether we wish it or not, whether we are sure or not, we must hear
the words once again: Christ the Savior is here! The world that Christ comes to save is
our fallen and lost world. None other.
But now it is true that in three days, Christmas will come once again. The great
transformation will once again happen. God would have it so. Out of the waiting,
hoping, longing world, a world will come in which the promise is given. All crying will
be stilled. No tears shall flow. No lonely sorrow shall afflict us anymore, or threaten.
- Sermon to a German-speaking church in Havana, Cuba, December 21, 1930
As we move forward on our calendars closer and closer to Christmas, may we remember that Christ has come,
Christ is present, and Christ will come again. May we give thanks for the baby in the manger in Bethlehem. May we
partner with Christ on our journey towards that day when “all crying will be stilled, no tears shall flow, and no lonely
sorrow shall afflict us anymore, or threaten.” And may we do so with faith that our future is secure because Christ
has made it so.
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Children’s Christian Education (FBI)
Oh, how much we have to be thankful for- especially the children here at First Presbyterian! We could not
be more blessed with such loving and caring children who are so eager to learn about the Bible and their faith.
November was certainly a busy one, but one filled with lots of learning, crafting, and fun! Throughout the month,
we learned about the Book of Ruth, God's Gifts as talked about in 1 Corinthians 12, created crafts for our Craft &
Bake Sale, and we began practicing for our upcoming Christmas program!
The Faithful Bible Investigators Craft & Bake Sale on Sunday, November 18th was a success. The hand towels,
Christmas cards, picture frames, canvases, and more were all a hit! Also a huge hit were the delicious goodies
donated by the Children, Youth, and Young Adult Committee, as well as the parents of the children. We are so
grateful for everyone who assisted in making the sale a success - including all of you who purchased the goodies!
The funds raised will go towards service projects and special events that we will do in the future with our FPC FBI
kiddos.
As we look forward to this new month, we look forward to praising God for his son, Jesus
Christ, through our annual Christmas Program. On December 9th, the Faithful Bible
Investigators will be performing the story, Home by A nother W ay: A Christmas Story based
on the children's book by Barbara Brown Taylor. The children will act out the book that
retells the story of the very first Christmas. This reader's theater version performance will be
one that you don't want to miss!
December 9th will be a busy day as our Children, Youth, and Young Adult Committee has planned a Bee the
Church + Caroling event from 4-5:30 p.m. that we hope you'll join us at for a time of service, laughter, treats, and
singing!
There is so much to be thankful for and we are so grateful for the continued blessings and support that each of you
give that allow us to provide these great activities and events to our children. On behalf of the children of FPC, we
would like to wish you a VERY Merry Christmas! Much love to all!
Shelby Dickson
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FPC Youth Group
Our youth have been growing in faith and growing closer together
over the last month!
Our energetic middle school group, God Squad, has been learning
more about what it means to be disciples. At first, our youth
thought they weren’t “good enough” to call themselves disciples.
But we quickly realized that we aren’t called to be perfect – we
are called to try. That is item #1 on their list of things to do to
grow as disciples. Here’s the full list: (1) try, (2) go to church, (3) help others, (4) come to God Squad, (5) read the
Bible, (6) pray, (7) respect others. Not only is the future of our church bright with these youth - the present is pretty
bright, too! I think they are leading us right now in how we can all grow as disciples!
Our high school group, HeBrews, has been faithful in our Thursday morning conversations at Mokas. After sharing
our highs and lows for the week, we have chosen to talk about the following topics: Maundy Thursday, covenant,
Fruits of the Spirit, and the Road to Emmaus. In discussing these topics, we have been reminded that God is always
with us (covenant, Road to Emmaus) and that God challenges us to grow through Jesus’ example (Maundy
Thursday washing his disciples’ feet, and Paul’s list of the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23). I am impressed
with the faithfulness of our high schoolers who show up and participate despite being tired with their busy
schedules and it being such an early hour of the morning!

Both God Squad and HeBrews will be having Christmas Parties in
December! Details are still being worked out, so stay tuned! We are
aiming to have the God Squad Christmas Party on a Tuesday night
(our regular schedule), but we will likely extend the time a bit. We
are aiming to have our HeBrews Christmas Party on a Sunday
evening.

$10
or less

Both parties will feature dinner, fun games, lots of laughs, and a
“White Elephant” gift exchange. Everyone is encouraged to purchase
and wrap one gift ($10 or less) and bring it to the party.
~Pastor Keith

Tuesday, December 4
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
God Squad will meet at Tucson’s Steakhouse. Pastors
Charlie and Keith will be Celebrity Servers for the
Circles of the Heartland's Celebrity Dinner. We
encourage families to come out for dinner and make a
donation to Circles during their meal. You'll be able to
specify which server you're "voting for" while donating be sure to vote for Charlie or Keith!
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Adult Education Opportunities
The Adult Education Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 5:30 p.m. in the Hope Room. For more
information, email adulteducation@fpcsalina.org. Everyone is welcome!

ADVENT TRIVIA
Do you know the answer to "What Advent song looks for the arrival of ‘Love the Guest,
Love the Rose, Love the Bird, Love the Star, and Love the Lord’ – who are each on the
way?” How about what the names of the Advent candles are? Join us in the parlor for
Advent Trivia, before Church Sunday, December 9th, at 9 a.m. This friendly but
competitive game will be hosted by none other than Charlie Smith! There will be new
categories and questions this year, with plenty of holiday treats to share. Of course coffee
or hot chocolate, too. This is fun for the whole family so please plan to be there.

JOIN OUR CHRISTIANITY AND WORLD RELIGIONS CLASS
We are excited to present an Adam Hamilton program, "Christianity and World Religions."
This program will have a video component to start each class in Hamilton's own words. No
book is required. Classes will be held before church services at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.
The program runs through December. In the thoughtful, informative video presentations,
Adam Hamilton deals openly and honestly with questions people ask about other religions
(Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism). As part of the presentations, Hamilton
interviews a religious leader of each tradition. He treats the world religions with great
respect, recognizing the unique contributions of each. He closes by distilling the essential
beliefs of Christianity, in light of the other religious beliefs that have been presented.

EXPLORE THE FAITH OF ELEANOR ROOSEVELT IN NEW BOOK
CLUB STARTING IN JANUARY
If you are interested in learning more about the faith of former First Lady and international
diplomat Eleanor Roosevelt, please let Pastor Keith know. A book club will begin forming in
January 2019 around Eleanor – A Spiritual Biography: The Faith of the 20th Century’s Most
Influential Woman by Harold Ivan Smith. Stay tuned for more details!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
The FPC Women’s Bible Study meets on the first Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m. in the
Hope Room. This group extends an open invitation to all women that want to grow and learn
together about God’s Promise. We are following the new Horizons Women’s Bible study
program: “God's Promise: I Am with You” 2018–2019 by Amy Poling Sutherlun. Each
lesson is based on different scriptures, teaching us how God is with us in every part of our
lives. They include both Old and New Testament references, and multiple chances to share
our faith with each other. There is a wonderful art component to each lesson, using the
dramatic art from James Qi He and Annette Cable woodcut style illustrations. Study guides
are available in the church office for $10 each or you may buy one online at: https://
www.presbyterianwomen.org/product/gods-promise-i-am-with-you/

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOGA AT FPC
Anytime is a perfect time to join Yoga at FPC! Yoga classes take place at FPC on
Wednesdays from 5-6 p.m. Stop by any Wednesday to stretch those muscles, slow down
and listen to your inner self, too. All levels of ability are welcome for an integration of
body, mind and the spirit. If you have any questions, email yoga@fpcsalina.org.
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Generations of Generosity Stewardship Campaign
Thank You to all of you who have returned your pledge cards, and to all of the route
leaders who have kept track and diligently returned the boxes to the church. The
campaign is officially over, but we are still accepting pledges so that we can reach our
goal for the 2019 budget.
As of November 26, we have received $388,251.40, but we still need your help to
reach our goal of $530.000. If you have not sent in your pledge, please prayerfully
consider your level of giving and send it to the church.
There are many options in paying your pledge:

You may pre-pay your 2019 pledge in 2018. We must receive your pre-paid pledge on or before
December 31, 2018 to receive tax credit for 2018.

You may pay your 2019 pledge online at http://fpcsalina.org/stewardship/donate

FPC can automatically withdraw your pledge from your bank account.
If you have any questions, or would like more information, please contact Melanie in the Business Office at (785)
825-0226, or via email at melanie@fpcsalina.org.
We have established a Challenge Goal of a pledge total of $530,000. That is an increase of about 10 percent over
last year’s pledge total. We ask that you prayerfully consider increasing your pledge for the coming year so that we
can reach our goal.
Prayer to consider when filling out your pledge card: Loving and generous God, thank you for the people of this
church, and for the generations of families and friends who celebrate your good works by giving and worshiping
together. Help us to be generous as we share our gifts and our stories. Amen.

Help Area Children & Spread Christmas
Cheer through Caroling on December 9th!
Get in the holiday spirit with the Children, Youth,
and Young Adult Committee, as we come together
for cookies, hot cocoa, and caroling on Sunday,
December 9, from 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. We’ll also help
area children as we complete our Bee the Church
service project by putting together birthday packs
and glitter bottles for Child Advocacy and Parenting
Services, Inc. (CAPS).
Please visit bit.ly/BeeTheChurch to sign up to
supply treats or items for the service project. You
can also visit that link or contact the church office
for more information.
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Walk 2 Bethlehem: Spirit on the Move!
2018 marks our third year of making the Walk to Bethlehem. Our purpose
each year is an activity and attitude alignment and adjustment: Each time we
step out with this purpose, we are drawing closer to God while enjoying the
gifts God provides every day. Let’s keep on keeping on. What a celebration
awaits us when we reach Bethlehem.
And, please, do join in now, even with only a few weeks to go until our
December 21st end date. It is never too late. There are all kinds of ways to
participate, whether you consider yourself an active person or not. You can
sign up at the Walk to Bethlehem display at the church, email Brigid at
bdhall@swbell.net or text Diana at (785) 571-8097. C’mon! All are welcome.

Advent Season
One of the privileges of ministry is an invitation to holy times such as the waiting of a family while one of their
members is undergoing surgery. In my first few years of ministry, I would make sure to bring plenty of items to pass
the hours; laptop, books, etc., figuring that I might as well make “good use of my down time.” It never occurred to
me then that, in every case, I would leave everything I brought untouched. Instead, I have learned to appreciate being
caught up in an incarnational, Spirit-filled experience through silence or conversation with family or others.
Consider such times “teachable” moments. What’s the lesson here? Hospital experiences illustrate what Advent is all
about: Waiting – and how difficult it naturally comes to each of us. We hate to wait for anything, don’t we? We feel
guilty if we have to slow down or idle away time. Yet that’s what we’re called to do during this season of
preparation for the coming of our Lord. Second Peter (3:11-15) says:
The Lord is … patient with you, not wanting any to
perish, but all to come to repentance. What sort of
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming
of the day of the Lord …? … (W)e wait for new
heavens and a new earth …. Therefore, beloved,
while you are waiting for these things strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
There’s not much new about this idea of waiting. Imagine
the impatient Jewish exiles to whom Isaiah (40:1-5) spoke:
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she
has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all
her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
This Advent season, as we prepare, hope and wait for the birth and new life of the Christ in our world and in our
lives (and the in-breaking of the kingdom of God among us), I pray that you would find peace and patience in
waiting – and that God would teach us all lessons about the holiness of such moments.
Pastor Charlie
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A Perfect Gift this Advent Season
In the lead up to Christmas, many of us spend time in search of
the perfect gift — the gift that communicates to friends and family
how much we know and love them. We search our memories for
indications of what gift might cause the faces of our loved ones to
light up. We scour the stores and shops, hoping to come across
the thing that will communicate a depth of love that our words
cannot.
As important as gifts to loved ones are, we have an opportunity to
give gifts that help many people we do not know through the
Christmas Joy Offering. These gifts in particular draw us back to
the manger and God’s perfect gift to us — Jesus Christ. Jesus
came to live among us, bringing light into darkness, and
reconciliation to God and to one another. A perfect gift from a
gracious God.
During this Christmas and Advent Season, we celebrate
leadership; past, present and future through support of the
Christmas Joy Offering. We do so because church leaders
greatly impact our lives of faith, walking with us down the path to
be more like Jesus. We want those church leaders and their
families who find themselves grappling with a critical financial need to have the resources they need
which are provided through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. We also support the
offering to help our future leaders in the church and world, like those educated at our Presbyterianrelated schools and colleges equipping communities of color. Supporting these students helps the
whole church develop leaders who reflect the wideness of God’s intended diversity.
For those supported through the Christmas Joy Offering, this help is truly a gift from above. May our
gifts, and the leaders who receive them, point us always to the truth of the one whose birth we
celebrate, Jesus Christ — the truly perfect gift.
Please give generously:




We receive the Offering on December 16, 23, and 24 (envelopes in the pews)
Text JOY to 20222 to give $10 or visit presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

To learn more about the Christmas Joy Offering, please visit:




Board of Pensions Assistance Program: pensions.org, click on Plans & Programs
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools & colleges: presbyterianmission.org/ministries/resc/

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Christmas Cantata

PG. 10

Sunday, December 16
10 a.m.

Lessons

and

Carols

Service

Directed by Dr. Richard Koshgarian

Advent Season
December 2nd is the First Sunday of Advent
December 9th is the Second Sunday of Advent. Our children will
share God’s Word with us in worship with a special Christmas
program. Pastor Charlie will host Advent Trivia in the Parlor at 9 a.m.

December 16th is the Third Sunday of Advent. The FPC Chancel
Choir will present its annual Christmas Cantata.

December 23rd is the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
December 24th is Christmas Eve
Our two Christmas Eve services, at 5 p.m. and 10 p.m., have been
designed to appeal to all ages and tastes. At the family-friendly 5 p.m.
service, we'll employ the talents of our younger stars to begin the
service, and then enlist the assistance of kids of all ages to explore the
Christmas story from A to Z, complete with Scripture readings,
candle-lighting, carols -- and some surprises! The 10 p.m. traditional
service will include a celebration of the Lord's Supper and music from
the Chancel Choir.
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Heifer International: Pass the Gift
The Social Justice and Mission Committee invites you to give the gift of
bees, goats, chickens, llamas, rabbits, ducks or a whole ark this Christmas
Season. Heifer International is an assistance organization program helping
to end hunger and poverty, and at the same time protect the environment
and care for the earth. FPC has been supportive of this organization for
years, and our youth have made trips to Heifer Ranch to learn about hunger
and poverty.
A table will be set up in the parlor after worship during Advent to sell animals, books and gifts for Heifer. You
may also make a monetary contribution to Heifer through the church, the FPC online giving site https://
fundraise.heifer.org/fpcsalina, or the new "change for change" tubes. During Advent the tubes will be located at
the Heifer table, but the tubes will be available for year-long giving! For the person who has everything, a gift in
their honor that supports this terrific organization may just put the Christmas spirit in their heart.

Prayer in 90 Days Program (P90)
Congratulations to the 77 people who signed up for the First Presbyterian Salina Prayer in
90 Days initiative (and those many other pray-ers) who have successfully completed the
program over the past three months. It’s been an amazing journey, filled with insights,
surprises and discoveries, including new ways to pray through Kneeling with Giants by
Gary Neal Hansen and the Presbyterian Church (USA) Daily Prayer app.
One of the discoveries made during P90 came from Sailboat Church, a book by Joan Gray
that the FPC Session has been studying this fall. Gray says that prayer is the mainsail of a
Sailboat Church: “If you want to know whether a congregation is living as a Sailboat or a
rowboat, ask about its practice of prayer. Prayer saturates the lives of leaders and members
in a Sailboat church. It is deeply and broadly woven into the church’s culture. More than
anything else, prayer serves to make life in the Sailboat church a transforming experience
for individuals and communities.
“Prayer is vital to Sailboat churches because these congregations are not content with what
they can do with their own resources, wisdom, and strength. Through prayer, they find that
God supplies them with what they need to do much more. This experience of God’s
abundance and miracles shapes the congregation’s vision and expectations. Over time, God
uses this investment in prayer to draw them deeper into his will, making them more like Jesus through the power of
his Spirit. As this process unfolds, such congregations find prayer becomes increasingly central to their life and
mission.”
“… We learn the path of prayer by praying. No amount of reading books or attending prayer groups is a substitute
for opening mind and heart in talking and listening to God frequently and honestly. As we open ourselves to God,
God will reveal himself to us. As we pray, we will be given eyes to see God’s power at work around us. As we begin
to recognize God’s voice and see God’s fingerprints all over our world, we will be drawn into prayers of
thanksgiving. We will then offer ourselves more fully to God so that God’s power flows more strongly. This
dynamic will go deeper and deeper over time, and faith will become the major reality by which we live.

9 am - 12 pm

“If we want to be more fully available to God, a prayer like the following is enough of a raised sail to begin the
process: ‘God, I trust that your will is the best thing that can happen to me today. Let your will be done in
everything, no matter what it is. Make me a graceful presence wherever I go. In, around, through, and in spite of me,
let your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ Leave this desire of your heart with God as you go out to meet the
day, and trust God to be faithful.”
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1

Jim Cram
Chuck Elsea
Mac Steele
2 David Atherton
3 Pete Peterson
Connie Stevens
5 Marilyn Holgerson
7 Dan Norman
8 James Hall
9 Bridget Long
10 Brynne Atherton
Jimmie Lewis
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12 Lindsey Berg
Patty Landes
Mandy Stephenson
14 Monte Shadwick
15 Bill Cathcart-Rake
Alice Herrman
Judy Morrison
Pat Neustrom
16 Chloe White
17 Katie Lidgett
Colin Rupe
Annie Shadwick

30 Brittany Blackim
18 Carson Jett
Olivia Johnson
Madeline Rohrer
Maddox Keyser
20 Nathan Farmer
Charlotte Murphy-Piersee
21 Betty Garrison
Azbey Peckham
22 Harrison Jett
26 Zachary Ketcher 31 Kelly Hall
Thomas Struble
28 Katie Jarvis
29 Ruth Ascher
Linda Johnson
Dennis Lull

Advent Devotionals Now Available
During this holy season of Advent, we are invited to pray and contemplate
with Mary in her Song of Praise — the Magnificat — found in Luke 1:46-53.
This year’s devotional "God Lifts the Lowly" is very special. The paintings
and poems are the work of Andrew Weatherly, a young Presbyterian man born
with Down syndrome, who uses his gifts to raise awareness of the capabilities
of those with special needs. The rest of the text — reflections and prayers for
each day of Advent — is the joint work of Donna Frischknecht Jackson, pastor
and editor of Presbyterians Today and sister to a man with special needs, and
Krin Van Tatenhove, also a pastor who is father to a special-needs son. With
great love and joy, Andrew, Donna and Krin bring God’s might and Mary’s
“yes!” to life in powerful new ways. Each day provides a Scripture excerpt,
meditation and prayer to deepen the Advent experience. Limited copies are
available around the church or you can download the guide on our website at
http://www.fpcsalina.org/worship/communications.

Effective December 3rd, the W ired W ord
class, which met at 9 a.m. on Mondays in the
Hope Room, will end.
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Coats for Kids Drive a Success!
For our Bee the Church project, the Congregational Care and Nurture
Committee partnered with Sunrise Presbyterian members in their Coats for
Kids drive. Distribution day was October 27 at Sunrise Church. The coat give
away was promoted by Sunrise to the general public and the response was
gratifying to those helping families make their selections. A total of 75 coats
were chosen in a fun, friendly atmosphere that day.
Coats that were left have been received by Oakdale
School, which they will share with other schools
close by. Coats were also taken to Circles of the
Heartland, DVACK (women and infants coats) and
quite a few coats for men were accepted by the
Rescue Mission.
We are grateful to our First Presbyterian members
for stepping up by donating 45 new and gently used
coats for children, youth and adults, plus monetary
donations that we used to purchase several new
coats.

Bring Your Quarters to Support Laundry Love
A project of Salina Shares, Laundry Love is the FPC Deacons’ Bee the
Church project for this year. What happens at Laundry Love? Laundry Love
helps low-income individuals and families throughout our community wash
their clothes and bedding. Volunteers feed the machines and provide a few
snacks and drinks, too, to create a fun atmosphere. The Deacons are asking
the congregation to support this effort with donations of quarters (or whatever
denomination of cash you have!) into our Laundry Love Jug. It will be
located every Sunday somewhere outside the south doors of the Sanctuary. A
date and laundromat location for our event will be announced in early 2019.
So, let’s collect quarters for the Love of clean Laundry for all our lessfortunate neighbors!

Worship & Music Committee Needs Toiletry Items
Help the Worship and Music Committee collect hotel toiletry items! When
you travel for business or pleasure, please bring back the toiletry items that
you don't use from your hotel room. Our church will make sure these items
get put to good use by local organizations that help children and youth who
must make sudden changes in their living arrangements.
The Worship and Music Committee is providing a collection basket in the
north lobby of the church. Please bring your toiletry items on Sunday or any
time you are at the church. We will collect through the end of the year and
items will be packaged for distribution during March 2019. Thank you!
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It’s Time to Order Poinsettias!
The Board of Deacons invites you to share in providing plants
as Christmas gifts to nursing home and homebound members
of the church. Plants will decorate the sanctuary during
Advent and Christmas Eve. Cost is $15 per plant.
You may pick up your plant(s) for your own use following the Christmas Eve service if
you designate on the form below that you wish to do so. If you do not want to pick it up,
the plant will be assigned for delivery to a member or friends of the congregation. Please
complete the form below and return with your payment to the church office no later than
Monday, Dec. 10th. Please note “poinsettia plant” on your payment. Or you may email
your order to the church office at office@fpcsalina.org.
——————————————————————————————

I would like to purchase ______ poinsettia(s) at a cost of $15 per plant.
I want to donate my plant for delivery to a member or friend of the congregation
____Yes ____No
I want to pick up my plant on Dec. 24th _____ Yes _____ No
Name of Donor(s) ____________________________________________________
Given in Memory of __________________________________________________
Or
Given in Honor of ____________________________________________________

Sign Up for Sunday
Chancel Flowers!
You are invited to sign up, using the form below, as a Sunday Chancel
flower donor for any Sunday this year. Perhaps there is a particular date
that is important to you to honor or memorialize someone. All donors
(whether there is one or ten!) and those memorialized or honored will be
listed in the bulletin on the date desired. The cost is $20.00. Please contact
the office with any questions at office@fpcsalina.org or 785-825-0226.
Please list date desired:___________________________________________
Please list EXACTLY the way you want your name(s) listed as donor:
______________________________________________________________
Given in Memory of
______________________________________________________________
OR
Given in Honor of
______________________________________________________________

Return the form, with your payment of $20.00, to
First Presbyterian Church
308 S. 8th St.
Salina, KS 67401
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The January edition of The News will be available December 31st on our website, and around the church. Sunday services are
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Saturday, January 12 - Officer Training
Sunday January 13 - Officer Installation
Sunday, January 27 - Annual Congregational Meeting & Celebration
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