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Personals 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Ruth & Steve Ascher celebrated their 52nd anniversary on July 30. 

Lou Ann & Tom Dunn will celebrate their 55th wedding anniversary on 

August 8. 

Mary & Bob Exline will celebrate their 63rd wedding anniversary on  

August 14. 

Susie & Bob Stinson will celebrate their 62nd wedding anniversary on  

August 18. 

Sydney & Morrie Soderberg will celebrate their 51st wedding anniversary 

on August 27. 

Kay & Jim Berglund will celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on  

August 30. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
John Weckel celebrated his 90th birthday on July 17. 

Mabelle Mase will celebrate her 100th birthday on August 29. 
 

SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED 
to Portia & Terry Bakker. Portia’s mother, Merle C. Roberts, Amory, 
MS, died July 9. 

 FPC Staff 
 

LEAD PASTOR/HEAD OF STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith  
charless@fpcsalina.org     

 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

Rev. Keith Phillips  
keith@fpcsalina.org     

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN ED 

Shelby Dickson 

Director of Children’s CE 
shelby@fpcsalina.org 

Britton Zuccarelli 

Children’s CE Assistant 

Danielle Hix 

Nursery Caregiver 
      

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Rev. Keith Phillips 
  

MUSIC 

Richard Koshgarian           

Director of Music 
richard@fpcsalina.org   

 

Angie Koshgarian                           

Organist 
angie@fpcsalina.org 

 

OFFICE  

Melanie Spiess                   

Office Manager 
melanie@fpcsalina.org 

 

Beth Cormack  

Communications Coordinator 
beth@fpcsalina.org 

 

CUSTODIAL 

Ed Zoch                              

Head Custodian                                                                      
ed@fpcsalina.org                

 

Tony Griggs                        

Relief Custodian 
tony@fpcsalina.org 

Do you have information you'd like to have listed in the “Personals"  section of 

the newsletter? Contact Beth at beth@fpcsalina.org today! 
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from Pastor Charlie... 

(Jesus) was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us 

to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 

everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” (Luke 11:1-4) 

 

 

 I am so excited about our upcoming Prayer in 90 Days (P90) program! Imagine what we 

might hear from God through the Spirit about great plans for the church! My hope is that all 

FPC members will join in this wonderful opportunity. In designing P90, we’ve listened to, 

and addressed, the concerns expressed by those who took part in last year’s Bible in 90 Days 

program, and especially those who declined to participate. Among them: 

 

 

 

 Time Constraints: Really, how much time does it take to pray? How about an investment of 10 words 

daily? “Lord, listen to my prayer today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” Or you could even pray in silence without 

words, as you awake, as you go to sleep, as you drive to the grocery store. 

 

 Too much travel: How about a silent prayer  on a plane, or  in a taxi?  

 

 Too much commitment: P90 is an individual, self-driven program. Though we’ve suggested a book and a 

phone app for those who say, like the disciples, “Teach us to pray” (or, alternatively, “I don’t know how to 

pray”), they are not mandatory. You can take part in P90 without any books or classes. Your level of 

involvement is completely up to you. No one will hold you accountable. It’s just between you and God. 

 

 “I already pray.” If that’s the case, congratulations! You’re already doing P90! 

 

 Last year, more than 80 people took on the difficult B90 challenge. Is it beyond our reach to imagine that many 

more than that will sign up to become prayer warriors? 

 

 The P90 program will run from Monday, August 20th, to Sunday, November 18th. Call the church office to sign 

up. Or come to the All-Church Picnic on Sunday, August 12th, where we’ll have loads of information. 

 

 In the run-up to P90, Pastor Keith and I will be preaching a 

sermon series, called “Let Us Pray,” on prayer based on the 

Lord’s Prayer. A fellow Presbyterian pastor from Texas 

preached a similar series a few years ago, saying he hoped 

that it would accomplish three goals: 
 

1. Give each of us a better framework upon which to  

develop our individual prayers and meditation. 

2. Help us better understand what’s going on in our 

corporate prayers, in worship as a family and 

church community. 

3.  Reclaim the Lord’s Prayer as a radical call to 

action with the power to change us and change the 

world. 
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Keith’s Korner... 

It’s August. Really? How did that happen? It seems like we blinked and summer was gone! But it was a 
good summer – particularly with our youth mission trip to Kansas City last month (see more about that 
inside this newsletter!). Now it’s time to start thinking about cooler weather, school starting, and our 
youth programs at FPC! 
 
We are excited to continue our weekly mid-high dinners and senior-high coffee conversations 
beginning in September. A Confirmation Class is also in the planning stages. Plus, we will be 
discussing opportunities to have regular service, fun, and faith formation opportunities at least once a 
month outside of those times.  
 
We need to hear your voice – youth, parents, and everyone who wants to help out in our 
church! I will be setting aside an hour a day every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
in August to meet with anyone who is interested in providing input or brainstorming with me about what 
our youth activities can look like in the 2018-19 school year. Sometimes I’ll be in my office, other times I 
might be at places like Mokas, Ad Astra, La Curva, Braums, or Bogey’s (just thinking about this is 
making me hungry!). If I’m in my office, I can provide candy! If you come to visit with me and bring an 
idea or two, coffee, ice cream, or lunch will be my treat. There will be a schedule online at bit.ly/
KeithChat, or you can call/text/email/stop by to find out where I’ll be and when.  
 
Here are some topics we might talk about: 

 What is on your wish list for experiences as a youth at FPC? 
 How have your experiences as a youth at FPC helped to build your faith? Where could we be 

better? 
 What are your top memories from your time as a youth at FPC? 
 What lessons are the most important ones you’ve learned during your time as a youth at FPC? 

What lessons would you like to learn more about? 
 What service opportunities do you want to try? 
 What mission trips do you want to try? 

 
I am excited to start this visioning process with you as we discern how God is calling us to grow in faith 
together at FPC! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Keith 

 

Be sure you 
have a hand in 
discerning what 

the future of 
youth ministry 
looks like at 

FPC!  
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Children’s Christian Education (FBI) 

Is it already August already? I don't know about you, but it 
seems that the summer flew by! Though we all long for those 
summer days, I'm looking forward to the start of a new children's 
education program year! We are so excited for the new 
curriculum and plans that we have set for the 2018-19 Faithful 
Bible Investigators!  
 

Though our children's programming doesn't officially begin until 
September, it is time for us to begin preparing to return to our 
school year routines - this includes registering for our Christian Ed programs, the Faithful 
Bible Investigators (K-5th graders) and FBI-In-Training (2 years-PreK). As we exit summertime, 
we have some activities, opportunities, and events that we hope you'll join in on!  

 REGISTRATION: We invite you to register your child(ren) on our church website for our children's 

education programming at http://www.fpcsalina.org/resources/fbi-registration-form. We also encourage you 

to invite your friends to participate in our Wednesday afternoon programming!  

 ALL-CHURCH PICNIC: In addition to getting children registered, we hope that you'll join us on August 

12th at Oakdale from 5-7pm for our All-Church Picnic. We will have lots of food, kids activities, and 2018-

19 FBI/In-Training schedules and program information. Please RSVP here: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20f0a45aca92aaafa7-allchurch 

 BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS & BIBLE SUNDAY: During worship on August 12th, we will have 

our annual "Blessing of the Backpacks" to pray for the new school year. ALL learners of any kind - 

children, youth, and adults are invited to bring their backpacks, bags, and/or briefcases to worship. 

Additionally, our upcoming 3 year olds, 1st graders, and 6th graders will be presented with new Bibles 

during worship! 

As you can see, we have a lot going on in the life of FPC! We hope that you and your families 
are as excited for the upcoming year as we are! 
 

For any children's education programming questions, comments, etc., please don't ever 
hesitate to reach out via email at shelby@fpcsalina.org. It's going to be a great year! 
 

Much Love,  
Shelby Dickson 

Our summer candle lighter hiatus has come to an end, and it is now time to begin getting candle lighters 

scheduled. Historically, our candle lighters have been between the ages of 2nd-5th grade, however, if you  

know a child outside of this age range that is interested, and you feel confident with their ability to fill this role, 

please sign them up! For those children who are new to this role, or if your child needs a refresher, please 

contact Shelby Dickson and she will be happy to meet your child early on a Sunday morning to practice and/or 

learn the ropes. You can contact Shelby at shelby@fpcsalina.org or via phone at 785-404-7342. 

http://www.fpcsalina.org/resources/fbi-registration-form
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a45aca92aaafa7-allchurch
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a45aca92aaafa7-allchurch
mailto:shelby@fpcsalina.org
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Thank you to everyone who supported our youth mission trip to Kansas City! Our group of eight youth 
and two adults worked, learned, worshiped, and built relationships in the Argentine neighborhood of 
Kansas City, Kansas, from July 8-13.  
 

The opportunity to learn, worship, and serve alongside new friends from the Argentine neighborhood was 
transformational. We saw how God is already at work in Argentine in powerful ways through such people 
and programs as: 
 

 The “Boredom Busters”  

 The Metropolitan Avenue United Methodist Church Vacation Bible School 

 Kelly and our fellow mission trip participants from Rock Valley, Iowa 

 Kurt, Amber, Irma, Simon, and Christina from YouthFront 

 Pastor Sandeep, Abraham, Cheri, Arlis, and Marsha from Argentine Mennonite Church 

 Alejandro & Alejandra, and Steve & Loraina – families who hosted us for dinner in Argentine 

 Our friends at the Parkwood Pool on Quindaro Blvd. 

 Franklin Center Food Distribution 

 Urban Station and Splitlog Farm 
 

We also saw God moving in and through our group during the trip. Our youth pointed out the ways they 
saw God in their peers each night during our reflection time and then gave their peers a “Googly Eye” 
sticker on their journals. Here are some photos from our week. You can find all photos on our FPC Youth 
Facebook page www.facebook/fpcyouthsalina.com. 

Youth: Cooper Cobb, Ella Payne, Sam Payne., Azbey Peckham, Katelyn Rupe, Chloe White,  
Cindric White, Cora White 

Sponsors: Keith Phillips, Penni White 
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Adult Education Opportunities 

Looking forward to the cooler weather and getting back into a routine? We on the Adult Education Committee are! 

We invite you to please add the Women’s Bible Study group to your calendars. This group meets once a month, on 

the first Monday.  

 

Starting in October, we will begin a new Horizons Women’s Bible study program, “God's 

Promise: I Am with You” 2018–2019” by Amy Poling Sutherlun. This promises to be 

another great program to learn and grow together on our faith journeys. 

 

The Adult Education Committee meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month, 5:30 PM in the 

Hope Room. We would love to hear from you with any ideas or suggestions for programs 

to begin in the fall, please feel free to email or contact anyone on the committee. Please 

join us as we develop and lead our Christian Adult Educational Programs. You may email 

any suggestions to: adulteducation@fpcsalina.org. 

Led by Christ, Together in Faith and Love, 

We Joyfully Think, Question, Grow and Serve! 
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Social Justice & Mission Committee 

Your Stewardship in Action at Home and Abroad 

One of the defining characteristics of our church is our commitment to social justice and mission 
efforts. Fifteen percent of our overall budget is dedicated to helping others. The Social Justice and 
Mission Committee has the responsibility of discerning how God is calling us to be good stewards of 
these resources. We welcome your participation in an upcoming committee meeting (Tuesday, 
August 14 at 5:30 p.m. in the Hope Room)! 
 

The following organizations received our first disbursements of 2018 from the Social Justice and 
Mission Committee, totaling $25,307.78: 

American Red Cross $404.05 

Ashby House $500.00 

Central Kansas Foundation $250.00 

Circles of the Heartland $2,261.27 

Clover House $500.00 

DVACK $500.00 

Emergency Aid Food Bank $1,000.00 

Feed the Hungry $250.00 

Meals on Wheels $500.00 

Salina Area United Way $250.00 

Salina Child Care Association $500.00 

Salina Family Health Care Center $1,000.00 

Saline County Back to School Fair $1,000.00 

Sunflower Adult Day Services $1,250.00 

The CASTLE Project $250.00 

Total Local Disbursements: $10,415.32 

Guatemala Water Tech Salary Support* $3,000.00 

Emergency medical aid for Guatemala mission partner* $500.00 

Fellow Man International $2,500.00 

Angel Covers $500.00 

Ixcan, Guatemala Water Filter Ministry $4,000.00 

Salary Support for Mirna Perez, School Psychologist in Guatemala $2,000.00 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: to Puerto Rico $2,392.46 

Total National/International Disbursements: $14,892.46 

*From the Reimold International Mission Fund 
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Thank and Tell 

 Over the past month, we’ve had a special opportunity to talk in 

a special way about the things for which we are thankful here 

at FPC Salina. Such “Thank and Tell” moments will help 

prepare our hearts and minds during our church’s annual 

Stewardship Celebration this fall. 
 

 Among those aspects of our life together that we’ve 

highlighted during the “Thank and Tell” segment of our 10 

a.m. worship service have been: 
 

 The many mission programs near and far that are supported by FPC members’ time, talent and treasures;  

 The wildly-popular-to-the-point-of-standing-room-only Summer Soulstice speaker program. 

 The outstanding FPC music ministry. 
 

The “Thank and Tell” segment occurs during the Offertory segment in the worship service that traditionally has 

included the ushers passing of collection plates, and bringing them forward. The plates remain on the ledge in the 

back where you pick up a bulletin, and you are encouraged to leave offerings in the plates as you leave the 

sanctuary. For the time being, the plates will remain stationary as we continue to evaluate all aspects of our 

worship service. 

Mark Your Calendars: Upcoming September Events 

 Get ready to roll up your sleeves at the annual FPC Salina Bee the Church Sunday, September 16th. 

On that day, church members will gather in the sanctuary, just like on a normal Sunday. Instead of 

holding a worship service, though, there will be a short mission prayer, and then members will be 

dismissed to “be the church” in person, doing mission projects either on site or at various locations. 

In August, committees will decide Bee the Church work projects, and they will be announced well 

before September 16th.  

 

 

A week before, on September 9th, we’ll gather for 10 a.m. worship in Blair Hall as 

part of Rally Sunday and the annual Ministry Fair. Tables will be set up to highlight 

the work done by each church committee. Also, we’ll break bread together at a pot-

luck lunch after worship. 

 

 

 

 Also in September, look for two classes that will be taught by Pastor Charlie: 

1. A study on Kneeling with Giants, by Gary Neal Hansen, a guide to prayer with chapters that 

offer practices of a different method for prayer developed by figures from church history. (This 

will be in conjunction with the P90 program.) 

2. The popular Wired Word class. 

BEE THE CHURCH 
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August 12th Events at FPC! 

Mark your calendars for FPC’s annual tradition of sending 
our children back to school in style with two events on 
Sunday, August 12th, the Blessing of the Backpacks and 
Bible Sunday, and the All-Church picnic in Oakdale Park. 

During the 10 a.m. worship service on 
Sunday, August 12th, we’ll bless kids’ 
backpacks and present Bibles during the children’s time. All students – 
children, youth, and adults – who are beginning a new school year are invited 
to bring their backpacks, bags and briefcases. Additionally, our upcoming 3 
year olds, 1st graders, and 6th graders will be presented with new Bibles. 
 

That evening, from 5-7 p.m., we’ll gather for one last blast of summer. The Children, Youth & Young 
Adult Committee is planning a great event that includes hot dogs, water balloon activities, a bouncy 
house and guaranteed laughter. Congregation members are asked to bring side dishes and desserts. If 
your last name ends in A-M, please bring a dessert. If your last name ends in N-Z, please bring a side 
dish. You can sign up online, or outside the church office, so we know how many to expect and what 
you will be bringing. 
 

Also at the All-Church Picnic will be an opportunity to learn more about the Prayer in 90 Days program. 
You can sign up for the program, or receive help in obtaining two suggested prayer resources: the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Prayer App and Kneeling with Giants, by Gary Neal Hansen, a guide to prayer 
with chapters that offer practices of a different method for prayer developed by figures from church 
history. 
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“The Things People Do” 

This year’s series, “The Things People Do”, highlights some of the more unique vocations that people find 

themselves doing, either planned or by accident. The Series hopes to explore these unusual vocations from 

an intentional, life-long commitment all the way to a circumstantial, unexpected opportunity. For further 

information contact Martha Rhea 785.825.9320 (marhea43@gmail.com) or Sydney Soderberg 785.827.3225 

(sydsod@gmail.com). 
 

The Summer Soul-stice remaining series for 2018 includes: 
 

 

August 7: From Moving to Morsels – led by Rod Meier, co-founder of 

Relish, a local mobile kitchen 

 
How do you find the courage to turn your life upside down and 

pursue a dream? Rod Meier and his wife, Karen, owned and operated 

Meier’s Moving and Storage for many years, but as Rod approached 

the age of 60, he knew he wanted to make a change in his life. A 

BIG change. Using his love of cooking as a springboard, he has 

partnered with formally-trained chef, Grant Wagner, to launch 

Relish, a mobile kitchen where they serve lunch four days a week 

and cater special events. Come hear Rod's story about his new life 

among pots and pans and brussel sprouts(?)!  

First Presbyterian Church is sponsoring 

its seventh Summer Soul-stice Series, 

scheduled every other Tuesday at the 

church, 8th and Mulberry Streets, unless 

otherwise noted, at 12 noon. The Series is 

eclectic in nature, facilitated by leaders 

who have a story to share as well as to 

encourage discussion and learning. Time 

for each segment is approximately one 

hour. The entire Series is free and open to 

the public. 

2018 

Can You Help the Boy Scouts? 

Boy Scouts Troop 2 are looking for a place to store their trailer. 

They had to vacate their space due to the construction in 

downtown Salina. They had used space at Ashby House storage on 

5th street in the past. They also have a canoe trailer the same size. 

Indoor or outdoor storage is fine as long as it’s a secure area. 

Please contact Paul Anderson if you can help out (785-452-5427 

or phog893@aol.com). 
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25   Kathy Hanson 
       Ellen Tinkler 
27   Ann Nordboe 
       Danielle Peckham 
28   Annabelle Dupy 
       Ben Shoup 
29   Mabelle Mase 
30   Patty Mansfield 
31   Brian Carlgren 
       Wyatt Hall 
       Carolyn Wedel 

15   Sherri Murphy 
17   Heather Denning 
18   Brigid Hall 
       Gradyn Prester 
       Linda Rohrer 
20   Kelsey Ketcher 
       Blaine Knox 
       Craig Knox 
21   Colin Blackim 
       Kelli Exline 
23   Kari Wilson 
24   Ann Knowles 
       Emma Norris 

2     Kris Hanzlicek 
4     Ruth Lamfers 
5     John Landes 
       Ben Rohrer 
7     Meg Johnson 
       Scot Van Es 
9     Ethan Speer 
11   Dylan Grammer 
       Bill Knox 
12   Sharron Hansen 
       Harper Johnston 
14   Pat Gruver 
 

Happy Birthday! 

Rebecca Mollis 
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Sign Up for Sunday  
Chancel Flowers! 

 

You are invited to sign up, using the form below, as a Sunday Chancel 

flower donor for any Sunday this year. Perhaps there is a particular date 

that is important to you to honor or memorialize someone. All donors 

(whether there is one or ten!) and those memorialized or honored will be 

listed in the bulletin on the date desired. The cost is $20.00. Please contact 

the office with any questions at office@fpcsalina.org or 785-825-0226.   

 

  Please list date desired:___________________________________________ 

 

  Please list EXACTLY the way you want your name(s) listed as donor:   

  ______________________________________________________________ 

  Given in Memory of  

______________________________________________________________ 

OR 

Given in Honor of  

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Return the form, with your payment of $20.00, to  

First Presbyterian Church 

308 S. 8
th  

St. 

Salina, KS 67401 
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