
W E  A R E  O N E  W I T H  T H E

R I S E N  C H R I S T

Lord we lift our hearts to you. As the dawn breaks, may we carry

the unity we share into every moment knowing that we are one

with the risen Christ. Lord, we lift our eyes to you. As the sun

rises, may this moment stay with us, reminding us to look for the

beautiful colors of promise in your word. Lord, we lift our prayers

to you. As the dew air falls, may we breathe this morning in and

know that like the earth, you sustain us, keep us and work within

us always. And so, we lift our voices to you. We celebrate the

greatest day in history, when Jesus rose from death, defeated

darkness and bathed the world in stunning resurrection light. May

we ever live to praise you! Amen.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Alberta Paramore will celebrate her 102nd birthday on April 27.

ANNIVERSARY

Wendy & Dusty Moshier celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary on

March 21.

SYMPATHY

Peggy Bihlmaier, whose grandson, Victor M. Cabrera. Jr., Salina, died

March 8.

Jane & Bill Grammer, Dylan, Matthew, David & Mark. Jane’s father,

Richard Foster, League City, TX, died March 9.

Mark & Carolyn Wedel and their family. Mark’s father, Kenneth Wedel,

Minneapolis, KS, died March 13.

David & Ann Payne and Ryan & Sarah Payne and their family. Maura

Payne, sister-in-law of David & Ann and uncle of Ryan & Sarah, died

recently in Newton, KS.

BAPTISM

Graham Elliot Norris, son of Laine & Jeff Norris, received the

Sacrament of Baptism on March 21. 

WELL WISHES

David and Sarah Morris, who have been members of FPC Salina for 12

years, will be moving to Kansas City. We wish you the very best and

thank you for your years of service to our church family. 
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F O L L O W  U S  O N

F A C E B O O K  &  Y O U T U B E
Don't forget to "like" us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube

page! FPC will receive our own special page link once we reach 100

followers. Help us to meet this goal in 2021! 
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N E W S  S U B M I S S I O N S

16   Kim Mowery

19   Daniel Bratt

      Jeff Hayes

      Craig Renfro

20   Decker Gates

       Leland Tinkler

23   Brandon Gary

24   Laine Norris

       Tina Ralston

       Penni White

26   Melinda Jett

       Andrea Mick

27   Elle Denning

       Barb Neustrom

       Alberta Paramore

1   Riley Gates

3   Mary England

     Bob Exline

6   Jerry Exline

7   Vicki Kerbs

8   Trish Gary

     Lesley Shuler

     Brooke Tuttle

     Julie Wood

10  Susie Stinson

11   Bill Grammer

     Tere Herwig

12  Richard Koshgarian

13   Ellie Cobb

14   Kendyl Gary

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y !

Marriage announcements and photos

Baby announcements and photos

Anniversary announcements and photos

New pet announcements and photos

Graduation anouncements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to share,

please contact Brittany Willer with:

H O L Y  W E E K  A T  F P C

SUNDAY, March 28 – Palm Sunday

 Worship Livestream – 10 am

 Virtual Fellowship in the Parlor – 11 am

 

MONDAY, March 29

 Staff Meeting – Hope Room, 9:15 am

    

WEDNESDAY, March 31 

 FBI Egg Hunt – Courtyard, 4:30 pm

THURSDAY, April 1 – Maundy Thursday

6 pm Virtual FPC Salina Service

FRIDAY, April 2 – Good Friday

1 pm Virtual Good Friday Service hosted by

our friends at FPC Palo Alto, California.

SUNDAY, April 4 – Easter Communion

Worship – Courtyard, 10 am

The Flowering of the Cross



T H O U G H T S  F R O M  E W E N

Dear Friends in Christ,

Recently, I recalled two biblical passages. The first is

part of The Beatitudes, where we read: “God blesses

those people who grieve. They will find comfort!

...God blesses those… who are merciful. They will be

treated with mercy! God blesses those…whose hearts

are pure. They will see him!” (Matthew 5:4, 7-8 CEV)

The other is part of ‘a time for everything’ from

Ecclesiastes where the preacher/writer proclaims: “…

a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,

and a time to dance.…” (Ecclesiastes 3:4 NRSV)

These readings remind me of life’s challenges and of

the resilience of God’s people. We’ve come through a

year of challenges and now we’re on the cusp of a

season of resurrection! Ladies and gentlemen, this is a

time to celebrate!

The Session, your spiritual leaders, have decided to

hold in-person worship on Easter Day in the courtyard

and then we will move to in-person worship in the

sanctuary the very next Sunday (April 11). We will

gather in the courtyard and parking lot at 10:00 a.m.

to celebrate Christ’s Resurrection from the dark grave

and this will be broadcast on the radio and on

Facebook and YouTube. If the weather is inclement,

we will not hold in-person worship but broadcast it as

we presently do on radio and Facebook/YouTube. 

When we start in-person worship, we will maintain our

protocols – wearing masks and keeping social 

distance. We will also need to institute other measures

for a while, as we discover what the ‘new normal’ is

going to look like. So please remain patient.

These past months have been trying! We have

mourned over 500,000 deaths from COVID-19; we’ve

wept for those we’ve personally known who have

succumbed to the virus or have had very difficult

infection issues, and we continue to pray for those

who are “long haulers” and family members who are

grieving for their loved ones. But there is a new

season before us! A season of hope…a season of

renewal…a season of grace and appreciation.

Here is another biblical passage that has stood out to

me lately. It’s Jesus response to a question asking him

to identify the greatest commandment. He declared: 

W E ’ V E  C O M E  T H R O U G H  A  Y E A R  O F  C H A L L E N G E S  A N D  N O W  W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  C U S P  O F  A

S E A S O N  O F  R E S U R R E C T I O N !  L A D I E S  A N D  G E N T L E M E N ,  T H I S  I S  A  T I M E  T O  C E L E B R A T E !

’"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ ...And a

second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as

yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the

law and the prophets." (Matthew 22:36-40 NRSV)

As a series of new chapters unfold for us individually

and collectively, we will have a chance to receive the

residual joy of the Easter morn! We may not

completely understand or embrace its fullness, but we

will eventually come to see and appreciate its majesty

as being A Magnificent Moment!

May God bless you this day and allow all of us to

glimpse the majesty that awaits us over these next

days and weeks! Amen!

Blessing and grace be with you, Ewen Holmes

B Y  T R A N S I T I O N A L  P A S T O R  E W E N
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R I P  M E D I C A L  D E B T
M I S S I O N  P R O J E C T

Everyday 79,000,000 Americans choose between

paying their medical bills and basic needs like

food and shelter

66% of all U.S. bankruptcies are tied to medical

debt.

25% of all U.S. credit card debt is medical debt

Eradicate medical debt at pennies on the dollar

for individuals who are in most need of relief. For

every $1.00 donated, RIP can forgive $100 in

medical debt or for every $100 donated, RIP can

forgive $1,000 in debt

RIP uses its resources to pinpoint the medical debt

of those households whose incomes are less than

two times the federal poverty level guideline or

are insolvent.

RIP buys medical debt at a steep discount:

Donations allows RIP to buy debt in bundled

portfolios, millions of dollars at a time at a

fraction of the original cost. 

After RIP wipes out their medical debt, RIP ensures

that any negative scores related to the debt are

removed from their credit report and their credit

reports are restored.

People across the country receive a letter that

their debt is gone. No taxes. No penalties. Just like

that, they’re free of medical debt.

Did you know?

The Social Justice & Mission Committee, with the

approval of the Session, is pleased to announce a

community-wide mission opportunity to help relieve

medical debt through the non-profit agency RIP

Medical Debt (RIP). We will be targeting our campaign

to assist individuals in rural communities throughout

the United States. By partnering with RIP, First

Presbyterian Church of Salina has the opportunity to:

How does it happen?

FPC’s campaign will start Easter Sunday, April 4 and

will go through June 1, 2021. The Social Justice &

Mission Committee will ‘jump-start’ the campaign with

a benevolence allocation of $2,000 with a

congregation-wide goal of $5,000. If we meet our

campaign goal of $5,000, we will be able to help

relieve approximately $500,000 in medical debt!

More information will be coming to members as we

begin our campaign on April 4, 2021! 
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B Y  P A S T O R  K E I T H

K E I T H ' S  K O R N E R
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The first time I entered the sanctuary of First

Presbyterian Church, Salina, was October 13, 2017.

I was visiting Salina at the invitation of the

Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. I will

never forget my sense of awe entering that sacred

space and marveling at the stained glass window. 

That sense of awe still catches me from time to

time – especially on bright Sunday mornings

before worship when the window is illuminated by

the rising sun from the East. When that happens,

the brightest parts of the window are the angel

and the three women at the empty tomb. 

I’m not a professional artist, but I have to think

that was an intentional choice when the window

was designed. I believe the artist drew inspiration

from Mark’s gospel account of the resurrection.

There are three women – Mary Magdalene, Mary

(the mother of James), and Salome (who brought

spices to anoint Jesus’s body). 
 

My guess is that it is Salome in the red clothing with her hand on a jar (which, I assume, contains

the spices). I believe Salome is stunned frozen by the appearance of the angel, as her hand has

not moved from the jar and she is braced against the tomb.

Then there are the two Mary’s – one in green, and one in blue. “Green Mary” appears to be alert

and seeking courage, as she is holding on to “Blue Mary” while looking intently at the angel. “Blue

Mary” appears peaceful, with her hands folded together and her eyes closed as in a posture of

prayer and worship. 

Shock, alertness-seeking-courage, and peaceful worship – three different responses to learning

about the most important moment in the history of our world: the defeat of sin and death through

the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The artist chose to let the sunshine most brilliantly through the

angel and each of those three women, whom each has a different response to that good news.

One is not dimmer than the other – the sun shines through each regardless of their reaction.

Yes – amen! The Son shines through each of us, whether we are in shock, are seeking courage, or

are at peace. The Light of Christ meets us wherever we are, seeking to illuminate us and warm us.

Soon, we will be able to gather together and marvel at the bright springtime morning sun shining

through that window as we worship the One who created that light. But let us not forget the

words from the first chapter of John: “… in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:4-5). 



Jesus has been shining in our lives all along – before and during the chaos of the last year or so.

Darkness will never overcome the light of Christ. As hard as this last year or so has been, I pray

that our faith will be strengthened with the sure knowledge that the light of Christ continued to

shine through us wherever we were, and however we reacted to the last year – whether we

experienced shock, or sought courage through all of the changes we faced, or if we were at

peace. Perhaps we even experienced all of those emotions – and more – over the last year. The

light shone through us still, and it will continue to do so. 

Jesus is risen, my friends! May our faith in this most foundational truth be strong as we enter a

new chapter in the life of our congregation.
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R E C O G N I Z I N G  O U R
G R A D U A T E S
Attention all upcoming graduates and families of upcoming graduates!

We want to recognize and celebrate all upcoming graduates! You are invited to submit a photo

and one paragraph write-up about your graduate for the May edition of “The News,” our monthly

church newsletter. 

Please send all submissions no later than April 16th to Brittany Willer. She is best reached by email

at brittany@fpcsalina.org.

mailto:brittany@fpcsalina.org


B Y  H A L E Y  G R A B A S T

The youth had a great March! We were able to begin gathering

in person again. Our time together continues to go quickly. We

have played lots of games, shared many highs and lows, and

jumped right into our new curriculum. 

Our curriculum continues to assist us in finding new ways to

think and question. We have discovered new ideas with the

video that the Re:Form curriculum provides. The discussion the

youth has following the video is always enlightening and

forward moving. The youth continue to openly communicate

about their faith journeys! I’m looking forward to continuing

those conversations as we continue to move forward!

Youth collected donations for the Martin Youth Center and the

Ashby House over the Month of March. We will be splitting the

donations between the two non-profit organizations. These two

organizations are both wonderful resources within our

community and I am thankful our youth did such a great job

with donations for them! 

Moving forward middle school youth can look forward to

beginning God Squad meetings once again! God Squad meets

in the evening for a meal and fellowship once a week. High

School youth will also be moving forward with Hebrews!

Hebrews will meet in the mornings, before school, for coffee,

food, and fellowship. I am looking forward to seeing the kids

more and getting to know them even better. 

Please pray for our youth as they adjust to a new school

schedule. April 1st they will begin being at school full time! We

look forward to what April will bring to us!

Y O U T H  U P D A T E
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The Adult Education Committee has some exciting opportunities we are considering. We would

like to gauge your interest. Please fill out the postcard below and return it to the church. You

may also email your interests to Amy Blackim at ablackim@cox.net. 

Postcard Goes Here
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ADULT ED
INTEREST
SURVEY

Page 8



F U N D A M E N T A L  P R I N C I P L E S  O F

T H E  G L O B A L  R E D  C R O S S

N E T W O R K   

The Red Cross ,  born of a desi re to br ing

ass istance without discr iminat ion to the

wounded on the batt lef ie ld,  endeavors

—in i ts  internat ional  and nat ional

capacity—to prevent and al lev iate

human suffer ing wherever i t  may be

found. I ts  purpose is  to protect l i fe and

health and to ensure respect for  human

beings.  I t  promotes mutual

understanding,  f r iendship,  cooperat ion

and last ing peace amongst al l  peoples.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  I M P A C T
A M E R I C A N  R E D  C R O S S

I t  makes no discr iminat ion as to

nat ional i ty ,  race,  re l ig ious bel iefs ,

c lass ,  or  pol i t ical  opin ions.  I t  endeavors

to re l ieve the suffer ing of indiv iduals ,

being guided sole ly  by their  needs,  and

to give pr ior i ty  to the most urgent

cases of dist ress.  An average of 90

cents of  every dol lar  the American Red

Cross spends is  invested in del iver ing

care and comfort  to those in need.

Everything we do depends on the needs

of the people that we serve.

F ind out how you can donate,  where

you can give blood,  or  volunteer by

v is i t ing www.redcross.org.  
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The Pentecost Offer ing unites us in a

church-wide effort  to support  young

people and inspire them to share their

faith ,  ideas,  and unique gifts  with the

church and the wor ld.

A gift  to the Pentecost Offer ing helps

the church encourage,  develop,  and

support  i ts  young people,  and also

address the needs of at-r isk  chi ldren.

40% of the Pentecost Offer ing can be

retained by indiv idual  congregations

want ing to make an impact in the l ives  

of  young people with in their  own

community .  The remaining 60% is  used

to support  chi ldren-at-r isk ,  youth,  and

young adults  through minist r ies of  the

Presbyter ian Miss ion Agency.

Psalm 71  test i f ies that a foundation of

faith establ ished dur ing chi ldhood

helps ensure l i fe long faith and

serv ice.  By receiv ing the Pentecost

Offer ing,  you are nurtur ing the faith of

those who are the church to come —

chi ldren,  youth,  and young adults .

In  honor of  Internat ional  Day of Farmers

Struggles ,  on Apr i l  17th ,  we would l ike to

highl ight Prai r ie land Market.

Prai r ie land sel ls  a range of farm-fresh,  Kansas-

made foods including meats ,  cheeses,  seasonal

fru i ts  and vegetables ,  and baked goods.

Addit ional ly ,  Prai r ie land runs a CSA program

that puts together weekly  boxes of local ly-

sourced produce,  meats ,  and baked goods and

a l ine of made-from-scratch goodies such as

lasagnas,  burr i tos ,  soups,  and more,  prepared

r ight here in our  FPC k i tchen! Prai r ie land also

represents area art ists  with a var iety of

handcrafted gifts .

Prai r ie land Market sources sustainably-raised

meats ,  dairy ,  and produce from local  farmers

who work and l ive by a community  and land

ethic.  The result  is  h igh qual i ty ,  great-tast ing

food that you can feel  good about buying for

yourself  and your fami ly .  

P C  ( U S A )  P E N T E C O S T  O F F E R I N G

P R A I R I E L A N D  M A R K E T
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R E A L M  &

C O N N E C T  A P P

Visit onrealm.org to set up a Realm login. 

Download the mobile "Realm Connect" app. 

Your Realm login works on your home computer

and on your mobile devices, so when you sign into

Realm, use the login you created in step 1 for the

computer or the app. Note: Check to make sure

that we have your address and other personal

information entered correctly under My Profile. If

anything is incorrect, you can change it.         

If you have any questions, call Brittany Willer at

785-825-0226.

How do I start? Follow a few simple steps. 

If you haven’t received an invitation to join Realm yet: 

Navigating the app:

News- When you first log in, you will see our FPC

newsfeed. Here, you will also be able to view posts

from groups you attend.

Inbox- Use this feature to send a message to one of

your groups or serving teams.

Chat- Use this feature to message another member.

Simply click the + icon, type in a name, write your

message, and send!

History- View your recent activity. 

Events- See what events are coming up at FPC.

Serving- Update your availability & join serving teams

based on your skills and interests!

Giving- Giving has never been easier. Pledge right

from the app by clicking the PLEDGE NOW button. You

can even view your giving history!

Groups- View the groups you're a part of and use

quick links to view the group feed, group roster, and

to upload documents for the group to share.

Church Info- FPC contact information.

Profile- Update your profile photo, contact info, and

skills & Interests. Note: Your contact info and profile

photo will be a part of our digital directory!

Settings- Update your notification settings. 
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The FPC staff recently gathered for a staff

retreat to train on the many benefits of our

new church software, Realm, and the

Connect App. Staff got the opportunity to

see how this program will positively impact

all areas of ministry at FPC! With the staff

fully trained, we can easily assist our

members through the transition when we

launch to the congregation.

In April, we will bring the Deacons & Elders

together for a training retreat as well. They

will get to learn how this software will help

our church leadership to engage members

and keep our church community connected. 
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R E A L M  S T A F F
R E T R E A T

F L O W E R I N G  O F  
T H E  C R O S S

During Lent, we symbolically nailed our sins to

the cross as part of the Prayer of Confession.

Easter and Jesus’ resurrection are God’s

triumphant answer that death is defeated and

sin is pardoned.

On Easter Sunday, April 4th, please bring a

flower, or a bunch of flowers to share with

visitors, for a Flowering of the Cross to

symbolize the victory of life over death and the

forgiveness of our sins. 



T H R O W B A C K  T O  1 9 4 7

Starting in 1947, while James Elliott was our minister, Holy Week consisted of devotional services each evening at

7:30. The March Newsletter commented, "It is hoped that there will be as little other activity in the Church during

the week as possible so that there will be no conflict with the schedule of Evening Services."

There were Union services held at the First Christian Church at noon each day that year and then moved to the

Strand Theater. Good Friday services were held in our church from noon to three o'clock. The services were

conducted by different ministers in 25-minute segments. 

In 1948, the April Newsletter addressed the expenses of the coming year. The salaries of the Pastor, Treasurer,

Director of Religious Education, and Pastor's secretary were a total of $11,500! Another topic of interest was the

plan to air-condition the building while a new organ was being installed."The plan is to open the Sanctuary back to

the east window for the purpose of added space." This remodeling had to wait on the organ company backlog and

for the congregation to raise the money ($30,000) over a period of two years. Therefore this project was not

completed until late 1950.

Each Easter during these years, there was a great growth of persons joining the church. After close examination of

Church Bulletins dating back to 1930, one event became the reason for the swelling number of members. Members

were encouraged to participate in Visitation Evangelism. After some training sessions and meals, usually, 30

members visited the homes of prospective church members. In 1948, 170 persons were visited and 69 made the

decision to join FPC on Easter. One comment written in a newsletter was, "If you are not a worker you can and

should be lending of your interest and prayers."

Throughout Lent in 1950, the church had Lenten Services on each Wednesday. On Easter, the Youth had a Sunrise

Service at KWU and enjoyed a breakfast afterward at Neely's Cafe. The report for Easter in 1950 ended with this:

"The surging power of the church felt during the Easter season is always evidence of the living reality of our Lord

who in His resurrection rose to dwell with His people in power and guidance." 

B Y  M A R C I A  A N D E R S O N  &  F L O  V A N  M E T E R
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"I see it as a
vision, to be a
church that 

is committed 
to active

engagement
in the world."

DIANE MOFFETT

In April 2019, an invitation went out from Presbyterian World Mission

for Presbyterian Church (USA) congregations and mid councils to

declare themselves Matthew 25 churches. Matthew 25:31-46 urges

us, the body of Christ, to actively engage in our community - locally,

nationally, and internationally - in a way that uplifts those most

marginalized: the hungry, the oppressed, the imprisoned, and the

poor. 

Like many congregations, First Presbyterian is already actively

participating in some of this work. Over the next few months Social

Justice & Mission Committee will be working to raise awareness

about the Matthew 25 initiative. Later this summer SJ&M will

encourage Session to officially accept this invitation from PWM,

declaring FPC Salina a Matthew 25 church. In doing so, we as a

congregation will acknowledge the denominational effort to

become a more active and engaged presence in our global

community.

The three emphases of the Matthew 25 initiative are building

congregational vitality, eradicating systemic poverty, & dismantling

structural racism. The PC(USA) challenges churches accepting the

Matthew 25 invitation to choose at least one area to focus their

efforts upon signing on. Many have discovered that their church

already addresses at least one of the focuses, if not two and we

believe that is true of FPC. With our HolyCow survey engagement

and at-large mission efforts, we believe FPC to be meeting two of

the three areas of Matthew 25 focus. We think it essential to put

some intentional effort toward the third area: dismantling structural

racism. We believe First Presbyterian is up for the challenge.

Several congregations within our presbytery have already declared

themselves Matthew 25 churches, including our sister congregation,

Sunrise Presbyterian. Over the next few months, we will be sharing

impact stories on how other churches in the PC(USA) are

implementing Matthew 25 into their congregations. While Social

Justice & Mission are bringing awareness of this invitation to the

congregation, we want to be clear that this is a church-wide

invitation. 

We are excited by the ways Matthew 25 might be interwoven

throughout children, youth and adult education, mission, fellowship,

and worship. Be on the lookout as we continue to share more about

the Matthew 25 initiative in the coming months. 

B Y  S J & M  C M T E .

M A T T H E W  2 5
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Address:   308 S 8th St

                 PO Box 585

                 Salina, KS 67402-0585

Phone:     (785) 825-0226

Email:      office@fpcsalina.org

Website:  www.fpcsalina.org

Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes - Transitional Lead Pastor

Rev. Keith Phillips - Associate Pastor

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The News (PE 708620) is published monthly by First Presbyterian Church, 

PO Box 585, Salina, KS 67402-0585. Periodical postage paid at Salina, KS

We want you to stay up to date with all the latest news from First Presbyterian Church of Salina. To

receive this monthly publication in the mail, please contact our office at (785) 825-0226 and request

to be added to our newsletter mailing. You may also receive a digital copy if that is what you prefer.  

E X T R A !  E X T R A !  R E A D  A L L  A B O U T  I T !  


