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First Presbyterian Church
308 S 8th Street

PO Box 585
Salina, KS 67401

785-825-0226

Sunday Service at 10:00 am
Radio Broadcast: KINA 910 AM or 107.5 FM

Facebook.com/fpcsalinaks
www.fpcsalina.org

FPC Staff
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes
ewen@fpcsalina.org

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry Director
heidi@fpcsalina.org
 ~Britton Zuccarelli, CE Assistant
 ~Briana Dundon, Nursery Caregiver

YOUTH MINISTRY
Haley Grabast,Youth Ministry Director
haley@fpcsalina.org
 
MUSIC
Dr. Richard Koshgarian, Music Director 

Angie Koshgarian, Organist   
 
OFFICE 
Melanie Dennis, 
Church Administrator   
melanie@fpcsalina.org

Nicole Olson, Administrative & 
Communications Coordinator
nicole@fpcsalina.org
 
FACILITY   
Steve Fowler, Lead Custodian/
Maintenance Technician
steve@fpcsalina.org 

Regina Miller, Sunday Custodian

PERSONALS
ANNIVERSARY
Helen & John Smutz will celebrate their 76th wedding
anniversary on May 17.
Carol & Jerry Exline will celebrate their 65th wedding
anniversary on May 25.
Jim and Becky Cram will celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary on May 27.

SYMPATHY
to Ruth Ascher, whose mother, Ruth Schenck, 98, Holly, CO,
passed away on April 10.
to Richard Koshgarian, whose mother, Margaret Koshgarian,
94, Providence, RI, passed away on April 12.
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Have I always spoken with words that reflect respect of all people?
Have I participated in the life of the church, especially when asked to do so?
Have I made a point of getting to know others members (especially younger members) by name?
Have I shown an interest in these younger members?
Have I been a visible presence at church, as a way of showing the younger members that I am
supporting their faith development?

Dear Friends in Christ,
   The month of May contains within it many milestones each year for some of our younger
members. As is contained in this edition of the monthly newsletter, we are celebrating the
accomplishments of the church’s high school graduates. And though it isn’t mentioned directly, we
want to also include in our recognitions those young people who are advancing either to a new
grade or a new school experience, such as moving up from elementary school to middle school or
middle school to high school. Whatever the transition one is making, they represent milestones in
the lives of those individuals.
   While considering individual’s milestones, we need to remember the commitments all of us have
made at one time or another during a celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism. At every baptism
within our denomination and Reformed tradition, a charge or question was asked of each
congregation that basically says we will do whatever we can to support the child as they grow in
the faith so that one day it is hoped they will profess Jesus the Christ as their Lord and Savior.
   Though such a charge or question may seem perfunctory, it is not! We need to remember that
each of us have submitted to doing whatever we can to promote, represent, proclaim, and be
examples of what it means to be a follower of Jesus the Christ! 
   It is with this in mind that I ask myself questions that all of us need to ask of ourselves in light of
life’s milestones.
  Let me lift up a few questions for self-assessment:

   I know the questions for self-assessment can be endless, but the point I’m asking myself is, “Have
I been fulfilling the commitment I made to these young people that I took at their baptism…at any
and all baptisms?” 
     I’m sadly aware that my answer to my self-assessment falls short. I need to be doing more! I need
to be more engaged and encouraging to those younger spirits who are in the early stages of faith
formation! I need to be living out the charge I accepted at their baptism! In short, I need to be a
better disciple of Jesus Christ!

 
Peace and grace, 

THOUGHTS FROM EWEN
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Cheri Parr
Jon Richards
Jan Wilson
Tricia Cobb
Linda Allen
Kelly Hogarty
Angie Koshgarian
J.R. Lidgett
Dave Morris
Jannell Shadwick
Bette Timmel
Chris Rupe
Norm Yenkey
Amanda Littell
Piper Mick
Bill Hoffman
Deb Shetlar
Bruce Wyatt
Wendy Moshier
Jan Denning
Jill Mick
Madison Shetlar
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Shannon Buchanan
Mindi Davidson
Marshall Mansfield
Dusty Moshier
Callihan Bratt
Charlie Tuttle
Alan Shuler
Tom Dunn
Connie Johnson
Lisa Anderson
Regina Miller
Carson Michaelis
Mary Andersen
Brenda Wohler
Brian Wood
Jacob Dickson
Kelli Montre
Jeff Holgerson
Jeff Knox
Melissa Lidgett
Will Tuttle
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYHAPPY BIRTHDAY

Can you help the Deacons?
News Submissions

Marriage announcements and photos
Baby announcements and photos
Anniversary announcements and photos
New Pet announcements and photos
Graduation announcements and photos

If you have any news updates or photos to
share, please contact Nicole Olson with:

Giving rides to and from
appointments/church?
Baking cookies for funeral receptions?
Making meals for those that are ill or just 
 got out of hospital, etc.?
Sending cards to those that are homebound?
Helping with funerals?

Please let Lisa Anderson know 
by calling (785) 309-9273 or 

emailing socks68@hotmail.com





by Heidi Paquin

    Oh my, there seems to be so much to share in this issue! FBI and FBI-In-Training have
been super busy during the last month and have fun plans for closing out the year!

FBI UPDATE

Page 5  

If you haven’t already, please sign your K-6 graders up for the Heartland Day Camp that
is taking place from June 13th through June 17th. We still have many spots left for this
camp. Please use the following link to sign your child up for this amazing and surely
blessed event: https://www.heartlandcamps.org/sunrise-fpc-salina.
Last class date for FBI and FBI-In-Training is May 11, 2022.
FBI end of year celebration is scheduled for Sunday May 15 starting at 1:00 pm at the
zoo for our FBI attendees and their families. If you haven’t already, please RSVP to Heidi
at heidi@fpcsalina.org so tickets can be purchased ahead of time.

Upcoming Events:

  The children finished their stained glass projects that reflected a visual that reminds each
of the hope they have in Jesus Christ. Their works of art were proudly displayed for several
weeks prior to Easter in the church entryway. Hopefully, you were able to enjoy them while
they were displayed.

What has been happening in FBI?

   Sydney Soderberg helped lead the donation bingo event. The children really appreciated
Sydney spending the time with the group. The children decided to donate to three different
agencies. They earned the right to decide which agency received funds by acquiring a
BINGO. The children decided to donate $140.00 to the Ukraine Relief Fund, $30.00 to the
Salina Public Library, and $55.00 to Rolling Hills Zoo. This event helped us support the
practice of sharing hope.

mailto:heidi@fpcsalina.org


    The Easter Egg hunt was a big success largely due to Haley Grabast’s leadership and the
support of the youth in God Squad and HeBrews. We are very thankful for their efforts. It
was a beautiful sunny day which added to the joy.

FBI, cont.
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    Finally, to wrap up our HOPE unit we completed a few other activities. Those included
having Pastor Ewen talk to us about baptism. Baptism demonstrates our collective hope as
a community for new family members. Additionally, each child planted a bulb to remind
them that hope and waiting often go hand-in-hand. God doesn’t always answer in a time
that is convenient for us. We also conducted an experiment that demonstrated how giving
hope to someone else increases their hope. We practiced what it meant to proclaim our
hope in Jesus. There truly was a great deal to unpack in the HOPE unit. 



by Haley Grabast

YOUTH UPDATE
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    What a busy Spring Semester the youth of FPC have had! Together we have shared
many laughs, lots of conversations and many meals. Youth have come together to clean
the Youth room and stuff Easter Eggs on various Sundays. As we celebrate our graduating
Seniors and wrap up the year, plans are already in progress for the next year!
   Over the last month God Squad welcomed the addition of Makenzi Carlgren and Trey
Cullins. We love having them with us to share in laughs and fun! Gatherings have taken
place on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:45pm. We have focused conversations towards the
growth of our Faith and what Hope means. Our last gathering for the semester will be
May 11th!
   Youth will be having their end of year
party on May 22nd!



YOUTH, cont.
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    HeBrews meets weekly at Mokas for breakfast and fellowship, with our last
gathering on May 12th. Throughout April we have shared in conversations about
overcoming challenges, lots of sports and celebrating youth accomplishments! This
wonderful group is full of active schedules and contributing youth! If you see one of
the Seniors be sure to wish them well in the coming weeks!

    Youth gathered together to share in the Annual Easter Egg Hunt! We stuffed eggs
with toys and candy and then youth contributed to the Easter Egg Hunt by hiding eggs
and participating in activities.
    A special thanks to Marshal Zuccarelli and Ella Payne for their leadership during the
Easter Egg hunt activities!
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Class of
Ava Denning

Graduating from Salina Central High School  being on Honor
Roll all four years, in Choir, Student Council, member of HOSA
(future health professionals), earned her CNA, and a KU
Scholarship Earner
Daughter of Dustin and Heather Denning, Sister to Elle
Will be attending the University of Kansas in the fall to pursue
a degree in Nursing Favorite FPC Memory:

All the years of VBS with games, music, crafts
and fun foods!

Cooper Cobb
Graduating from Salina Central High School as a 4 year
member of the Band, Drumline, Swim and Dive Team, and
Baseball Team
Son of Matt and Tricia Cobb, Brother to Ellie and Kadyn
Will be attending Missouri University of Science and
Technology to pursue a degree in Aerospace Engineering

Favorite FPC Memory:
All the mission trips, but my favorite was
definitely Heifer Ranch in Arkansas!

Cora White
Graduating from Salina Central High School in the National Honor
Society, Honor Roll, Academic Letter Recipient, Varsity Letter
Recipient and State Qualifier in Cross Country and Track, Salina
Central VETS Dance Team, Band/Jazz Band Letter Recipient and
member of Iron Street Dance Company
Daughter of Monte and Penni White, Sister to Chloe and Cindric,
Granddaughter of Charlie & Jan White and Marty & Sandy Mills
Will be attending Kansas State University majoring in Ag Business

Favorite FPC Memory:
Going to Triennium and getting to meet new people to grow in
faith. Also, going to Mokas every Thursday morning and getting
to catch up with FPC church family throughout the week. 



GRADUATION
 

A celebration...
A time for looking back on lessons learned, adventures shared, bright

moments filled with special meaning.
 

A farewell...
A time for saying goodbye to old friends, to good times you’ve known,

a time for packing away memories, treasures for tomorrow
 

A beginning...
A time for looking forward, a time to set new goals, to dream new

dreams, to try your wings and see what lies beyond

Class of
Ella Payne

Graduating from Salina Central High School as a member of the
National Honor Society, Senior Class President, Graduating top
10% in her class, Senior Captain of Salina Central VETS Squad,
and member of Iron Street Dance Company
Daughter of Ryan and Sarah Payne, Sister to Sam and Tommy
Will be attending Kansas State University majoring in
Biochemistry Favorite FPC Memory:

Whenever Pastor Keith would host lock-in nights and
we got to hangout, play games, and learn about God
and our faith.

Mason Gary
Graduating from Salina Central High School on the Honor Roll
and Honorable Mention in Football
Son of Brandon & Trish Gary, Grandson of Chuck & Eunice Gary
and Tom McCray and Judy McCray, and Brother to Kendyl
Will be attending Fort Hays State in the fall to earn an
undergraduate degree, then will attend UMKC to be a dentist

Favorite FPC Memory:
The mission trip to Heifer Ranch in Arkansas.
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 Jo Buchanan, Kathy & Dale
Hanson, Becky Cram and Sydney
Soderberg lead chapters in the
"Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography"

Book Study

THE CHURC
H

Received reports from the pastor and standing committees.
The special offering for Ukraine generated $2,050. Souper Bowl of Hope generated $516. 
Member transfers to Grace Presbyterian Church, Wichita, KS, were granted for                  
 Dave & Sarah Morris.
Trustees reported that the KS Annual Not for Profit Corporation Filing was submitted. A bid
was approved for plumbing work for the Educational Wing of the church. This work will be
spread over 3 years and will renovate the restrooms, water fountains, flooring and include
the addition of 3rd floor showers for use by traveling church groups staying at the church,
etc. A bid was also approved for landscaping work. 
The Organizational Review Task Force examined our church’s organizational structure and
presented a report with some recommendations intended to streamline the structure to
better fit the size of our congregation.  This recommendation was approved (information is
enclosed in this newsletter).

Session Snipits:

Ministry of Music 
FPC Chancel Choir

April 3, 2022

Steve has moved
to painting the
North Lobby!
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          Over the last couple of decades our church has changed in many ways, but
we have not looked at our organizational structure to determine if it is “right-sized”
for our church. Our session appointed a task force to study what kind of structure
would fit us best. 
           After reviewing our needs and strengths, we came up with a plan that we
think is good for our church. It is similar to what we have in that we will continue
to have The Session, Deacons and Endowment Committee. We chose to 
combine some committees, like Finance and Stewardship, Worship and Memorial
and Adult Education and Children, Youth, & Young Adults into one committee -
Faith Formation. The biggest change is that we are proposing replacing Trustees
with “Building and Grounds Committee” (B&G). B&G would include two elders and
five members-at-large. That would allow committee members who have a passion
for our physical plant to serve without a limit on terms. 
           We also propose that all officers and committee members commit to two-
year terms instead of three-year terms. This item will be the topic of an upcoming
congregational meeting.

An Organizational Review
By The Session
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Summer Soul-stice 2022
“Hang on to your hat. Hang on to your hope. 

And wind the clock, for tomorrow is another day.” 
-E.B. White

From Surviving to Thriving in Times of Complexity and Change

Photographs courtesy of Terry Evans

     The annual First Presbyterian Summer Soul-stice is coming in June. 
     After more than two years of making our way through a pandemic and the lock-downs that separated and
paralyzed us, we find ourselves settling into a new normal. At the same time, we are fearful about the
emergence of new variants, the constant political rancor, the appearance of deep national fissures and war in
Eastern Europe. 
     And with all of these concerns in the background, we still have the usual, normal challenges of managing
the foreground of daily life - caring for family, dealing with health issues, paying the bills and more. How do
we face the realities of where we are, and continue to move forward, finding satisfaction and even joy in life?
How do we use the lessons we have learned in the past two years as impetus for growth? 
     In this year's series we want to explore the skills that are critical to surviving and even thriving in times of
complexity and change.

 June 1, 2022: Exploring Resilience
Session One will set the stage, developing an
understanding of resilience - the processes
and experiences that undergird resilience,
the potential for growth in adversity that
resilience offers, and the lessons learned
from the experience of others.
Panelists: 
Froma Walsh: psychologist and family
therapist
Cynthia Campbell: pastor, theologian and
educator
Alan Edelman: Jewish educator and
community leader

June 15, 2022: Telling Stories of Resilience
Session Two will explore the role of storytelling in developing
resilience, from personal narratives to the stories that have
carried meaning and culture across time and geography.
Panelists: 
Sarah Smarsh: author and journalist 
Fidencio Fifield-Perez: artist and immigration activist
Susan Page: journalist and biographer

June 29, 2022: Creating Practices of Resilience
Session Three will focus on the specific practices that create
resilience, exploring scientific as well as creative approaches.
Panelists: 
Chris Sexton: psychologist and researcher
Melinda Jett: educator and community leader
Jon Earle: podcaster and newspaper reporter

Programs are both in-person and online, 12 noon, with details to follow. 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.success.com%2F11-resilience-quotes-that-will-give-you-the-strength%2F&text=%E2%80%9CHang%20on%20to%20your%20hat.%20Hang%20on%20to%20your%20hope.%20And%20wind%20the%20clock%2C%20for%20tomorrow%20is%20another%20day.%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%93E.B.%20White&via=successmagazine&related=successmagazine
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.success.com%2F11-resilience-quotes-that-will-give-you-the-strength%2F&text=%E2%80%9CHang%20on%20to%20your%20hat.%20Hang%20on%20to%20your%20hope.%20And%20wind%20the%20clock%2C%20for%20tomorrow%20is%20another%20day.%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%93E.B.%20White&via=successmagazine&related=successmagazine
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.success.com%2F11-resilience-quotes-that-will-give-you-the-strength%2F&text=%E2%80%9CHang%20on%20to%20your%20hat.%20Hang%20on%20to%20your%20hope.%20And%20wind%20the%20clock%2C%20for%20tomorrow%20is%20another%20day.%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%93E.B.%20White&via=successmagazine&related=successmagazine
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.success.com%2F11-resilience-quotes-that-will-give-you-the-strength%2F&text=%E2%80%9CHang%20on%20to%20your%20hat.%20Hang%20on%20to%20your%20hope.%20And%20wind%20the%20clock%2C%20for%20tomorrow%20is%20another%20day.%E2%80%9D%20%E2%80%93E.B.%20White&via=successmagazine&related=successmagazine


Summer Fun for Youth

Heartland Day Camp is co-hosted by FPC and Sunrise
Presbyterian Church, and is open to children who have

completed grades K-6. Registration is free for FPC 
families and friends! Kids share in the good news of 

Jesus Christ and the love of God through Bible stories,
crafts, and skits! Kids enjoy the outdoors with water

games, archery, camp activities, campfires and more! .

P R O J E C T  S A L I N A
Every year dur ing the month of May,

Project Sal ina col lects food for

dist r ibut ion to f ive agencies that help

needy fami l ies in  Sal ina.  

As you can imagine,  the needs are

greater than ever th is  year due to the

cost  of  grocer ies.  There is  so much

buying power in purchasing in bulk ,

therefore,  they are emphasiz ing cash

donations th is  year.   

P lease consider a monetary donat ion to

Project Sal ina.  Checks may be mai led or

dropped off  at  the church.  P lease

include "Project Sal ina" in the memo.
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Midweek Manna will take 
a break for the summer,

with the last evening being
May 11th. 

The News will be available the first week of every month on our website, in the Weekly Word, and
around the church. If there is something you would like to include in the following edition, email

communications@fpcsalina.org by the 20th of each month!


