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FPC Staff
Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes
ewen@fpcsalina.org

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry Director
heidi@fpcsalina.org
 ~Meghan Hessman, CE Assistant
 ~Briana Dundon, Nursery Caregiver

YOUTH MINISTRY
Haley Grabast, Youth Ministry Director
haley@fpcsalina.org
 
MUSIC
Dr. Richard Koshgarian, Music Director 

Angie Koshgarian, Organist   
 
OFFICE 
Melanie Dennis, 
Church Administrator   
melanie@fpcsalina.org

Nicole Olson, Administrative & 
Communications Coordinator
nicole@fpcsalina.org
 
FACILITY   
Steve Fowler, Lead Custodian/
Maintenance Technician
steve@fpcsalina.org 

Dennis Augustine, Week Day Custodian

Regina Miller, Sunday Custodian

PERSONALS
ANNIVERSARY
Bruce & Margaret Wyatt celebrating their 53rd wedding
anniversary on August 2.
Tom & Lou Ann Dunn celebrating their 59th wedding
anniversary on August 8.
Richard & Karol Mobley celebrating their 55th wedding
anniversary on August 12. 
Bill & Ruth Cathcart-Rake celebrating their 51st wedding 
anniversary on August 14.
Bob & Mary Exline celebrating their 67th wedding 
anniversary on August 14.
Bob & Susie Stinson celebrating their 66th wedding 
anniversary on August 18.
Morrie & Sydney Soderberg celebrating their 55th wedding 
anniversary on August 27.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Ruth Lamfers will celebrate her 93rd birthday on August 2.
Mabelle Mase will celebrate her 104th birthday on August 29. 

IN MEMORIAM
Gary Armour, 73, a member of this congregation since 1984,
passed away June 17. Gary's memorial service was held at FPC
on July 16. Sympathy is extended to his family. 

SYMPATHY
to Sid & Susy Reitz, whose granddaughter, Olivia Bloomfield 
of Leawood, KS, passed away July 5.

THANK YOU and GOODBYE
We say a heartfelt thanks and sad goodbye to 
Portia & Terry Bakker, as they leave Salina and move to
Wichita. The Bakkers have been faithful participants in many
FPC activities and committees, including Worship,
Stewardship and Personnel. We wish them Godspeed and
blessings in their future.  
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     By the time you receive this issue of the newsletter, you will be close to welcoming your new
minister, the Rev. Phil Price, and his family into the life of First Presbyterian Church of Salina, Kansas.
CONGRATULATIONS! …as you move into your next chapter of ministry and mission!
     I want to take this moment to thank you for the privilege of serving with you in this historic
ministry for these past months! Thank you for the hospitality and friendship you extended to me!
Thank you for embracing me and challenging me, which I hope was experienced in both directions,
for that’s the only way one can grow in life and in their faith! And thank you for being the
congregation where I transition into retirement from full-time ministry! It allows me to enter my
next phase of life on a “spiritual high” for you have touched my soul!
     I also want to thank the church’s leadership (Elders, Deacons, Trustees, and Endowment Trustees).
It has been a privilege to work alongside you and to learn from you. You are a dedicated group of
people who sincerely want to do the best for the church because it means so much to you, and I thank
you for that fact! I’ve also had the good fortune to have been partnered with a very fine and talented
staff. They made my time here so very enjoyable!
     Now, like any minister, I can’t let this opportunity slip by without giving a charge to you and to me!
Just because I am retiring does not mean that I end ministry. Retirement gives me a new and different
form of ministry to work on for the coming years. This is my chance to discern what my next “call” in
ministry will look like, and that is very exciting to me!
     And I want you to remember that ministry is only effective if it is done in partnership! It is a
collegial ministry that you have here! You have a very well-trained, dedicated, imaginative, energetic
pastor coming to join you in ministry! He cannot do it alone! The church’s success will only be
accomplished if it is done in partnership – you and the staff working together! You are embarking on a
“team ministry” and I wish you the very best!
     I was recently speaking with a transitional minister colleague, who shared with me his latest
reading: Medieval Wisdom for Modern Christians: Finding Authentic Faith in a Forgotten Age with C.S.
Lewis by Chris R. Armstrong. Ken was trying to convince me to read it, emphasizing that the author
speaks directly to where we find ourselves today. That caught my attention and scratched a persistent
itch! He was saying that the only way authentic faith can work is when it is connected to God’s Spirit
(partnership) and that happens when we are connected in faith to one another in ministry!
     So, I leave you with that word and the word I end each service Shalom (goodbye and hello).

Your humble friend and servant,

THOUGHTS FROM EWEN
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Dear Friends:



by Heidi Paquin

Contact Heidi Paquin
at heidi@fpcsalina.org

or call her at the
church if you have

questions.

As we prepare for a new school year,
youth are encouraged to bring their
school backpacks to church service
on Sunday, August 7, 2022 for The

Blessing of the Backpacks!

Registration for Faithful Bible
Investigators (FBI) will begin 

August 1, 2022 for the new school year.
Please register on the 

church’s web page. 
The first FBI class of the year
will take place Wednesday,

September 7, 2022.

FBI UPDATE

     First Presbyterian and Sunrise Presbyterian share the costs for the Heartland Day Camp. It is a
wonderful investment in the spiritual life of kindergarten through fifth grade children. Any child from
either church is welcome to attend free of charge. This year we had a total of 23 kids registered. FPC
had 10 children in attendance at this year’s camp. Cindric White and Danielle Peckham served as
volunteer counselors for the entire week. Their leadership was so valuable to the success of the camp
and they showed an amazing commitment to service. 
     Children who attended camp during the week of June 13th enjoyed a variety of activities that
strengthened their understanding of the BIBLE and built relationships with both old and new friends.
Each day you could find the campers involved in lively singing and chanting, crafts, Bible Study, and
various games and activities. 

Heartland Traveling Day Camp
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A favorite activity among
campers was “water time”
which took place each
afternoon. This year’s theme
was Be A Super Hero! Each day
the campers learned about
different ways they could
provide service to others.        
     We greatly appreciate those
who volunteered to provide
meals for our Heartland
counselors throughout the
week and those who
volunteered to read to the
children or supported craft
making. We couldn’t have done
it without you! It takes a great
number of people to make camp
a success each year. 
      It is never too early to start
thinking about next year’s
camp!

The New School Year

mailto:heidi@fpcsalina.org


by Haley Grabast

With the start of a new school year comes another great year of building our
foundation of faith and growing as youth. As this coming year begins youth will have

chances to meet for monthly service projects and weekly gatherings. 
 

Service projects will focus on welcoming, giving and new experiences to enlighten
and strengthen the foundation of our Youth's faith journey. With our first Service

Project scheduled for August 28th from 1-3pm. This service project will be dedicated
to welcoming our New Pastor into our congregation! Youth will have the opportunity

to make cards and bake/decorate cookies. This gathering will also end with a
celebration of the new year by having a water balloon fight! Place is TBD. 

YOUTH UPDATE
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Starts weekly gatherings Thursday, September 8th at Mokas! 
We start at 7am with food and drinks provided! 

September 25th, October 30th, November 20th, December 18th 

Future Service Project Dates: 

•youth gatherings will be cancelled in the event of a school closing day due to weather•
• NO gatherings on days when school is not in session• 

Starts weekly gatherings Tuesday, September 6th, 6:30 - 7:45pm at FPC Youth Room!
Our weekly gatherings are held in a variety of locations (i.e. Youth Room,

restaurants, member's homes). A meal, fellowship and lots of laughs are sure to be
had! 

 
**if you are interested in hosting a meal for God Squad, 

please contact Haley via email: haley@fpcsalina.org. 

9th-12th graders

6th-8th graders

mailto:haley@fpcsalina.org


HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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Sydney Harris
Janice Armour
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Ben Rohrer
Scot Van Es
Meg Johnson
Ethan Speer
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Bill Knox
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Harper Johnston
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Robbie Morrison
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In case of
inclement

weather, the
event will move
into Blair Hall.
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL
FPC Courtyard

Sunday, August 28
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

We want to express appreciation for the transitional ministry of
Ewen Holmes for being with us over the past 20 months. Ewen will
retire from active ministry on October 1 so we want to celebrate

that with him, also. There will be a basket available for cards and/or
tokens of appreciation for him. 

 
We also want to dedicate the new memorial benches 

in the courtyard.

Ice Cream and an assortment of toppings will be served.  
You may want to bring your own lawn chair.

On Sunday, July 10th, members of the congregation
gathered to be introduced to Rev. Phil Price. After
listening to Pastor Phil's sermon entitled Being Neighbors,
there was a congregational meeting called. The Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) unanimously
recommended Rev. Phil as the next pastor for First
Presbyterian Church. 82 ballots were counted and it was
unanimous to extend the call to Phil Price, and he has
accepted. Pastor Phil and his family are settling things at
their home in Twin Falls, ID and will be moving to Salina in
mid-August. Pastor Phil's first day in the church will be
September 1, 2022. Please join the PNC in praying for the
safe travel and move of Phil and Kathy. We look forward
to learning more about the Price Family!

Join together for an all-church fellowship event - an Ice Cream Social!

Pastor Phil



    As I eagerly anticipate the beginning of our new ministry together, I thought I would tell you why I
am so excited about being your pastor. When the PNC emailed to say that P.C. (U.S.A.)’s internet-
based matching and referral system matched us, one of the first things I did was go to the church’s
website to see what more I could discover. What I found is a congregation with a dynamic ministry
that I thought would be just the place God was leading me for my next chapter of ministry.
    As I continued to be matched to churches from California to New York, I kept thinking how much I
was drawn to FPC, Salina. In fact, at a dinner at Jo Buchanan’s home in late April, I told the PNC that
of all the churches I had talked with, Salina was the one church I had a “crush” on. That is, I wanted to
know more about your staff, ministries like FBI, Midweek-Manna, God Squad & HeBrews, and
Summer Soul-stice. I watched, with interest, as congregants grappled with issues raised through the
HolyCow! assessment. The more I got to know about who you are as a congregation the deeper the
“crush” became.
    At the heart of those feelings was how drawn I was to how your mission statement matched my
hopes for the church I feel called to serve. As the PNC shared with all of you on the Candidate
Sunday, that church is Christ-centered, Compassionate, and Curious which sounds a lot like: “Led by
Christ, together in faith and love we joyfully think, question, grow and serve.”
    Keeping Jesus in the forefront of what we say and do as a congregation is what I mean by being
Christ-centered. Are we listening for what it means to follow Jesus as we decide what our worship,
service, and commitments look like? Do we see reflections of Jesus’ love for one another in how we
respond to the needs of the community in which God has placed us? As Christ-centered followers of
Jesus we strive to put flesh on the grace, hope, and love of Jesus Christ.
    As Jesus directs who we are and hope to become, compassionate ministries develop in our midst. 
As I looked at the congregation’s website it was a joy to see all that is done through the Social Justice
and Mission Committee. I welcome hearing your ideas that will encourage the deacons, elders, staff
and me to be the hands-and-feet of Christ in our community. My door is always open for ways that
we can share the love of God-in-Christ with our neighbors.
    Discovering how to more fully be Christ-centered and Compassionate comes from remaining
Curious about faith. I look forward to joining Heidi Paquin and Haley Grabast getting to know the
young people of the congregation as well as working with Adult Education to discover how best to
bring my love of teaching into our life and ministry together. Are there books of the bible, theological
ideas, issues in the community or world that you would like to explore; please let me know and
together we will explore what our faith leads us to believe and do. Together we will continue to grow
into who we are as people of faith.
    From all that I have gotten to know of who you hope to be as a community of faith through the PNC
and my interactions with you on the weekend of July 10th, the wonderful and talented church staff
you have brought together, the breadth and depth of your ministries within the congregation and
outreach into the community; all of which flow out of a mission statement 
that reflects what I hold most dear for ministry I can’t help but think: 
why not Salina! 
    In a few short weeks, Kathy and I will drop our son off at 
Boise State University for Eric’s sophomore year of study and then make 
our way east to join all of you as together we discover where God in Christ 
is leading us. 

Page 8

Why Salina?

Pastor Phil
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New rock has been installed around the foundation of the church:

Memorial benches:

Around The Church
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A PRAYER FOR THE 
HARD TIMES
By Sarah Are Speed

Dear God, I don’t have a lot of words these days.
Depression does that. Anxiety does that. They
steal your words. They hide your logic. They
siphon your energy. I can’t remember which
direction the sun is supposed to rise. It feels like
it’s always raining.

So here I am, soaked to the bone, bringing you
the words I have left because you are the one
who calmed the storm. You are the one who
walked on water, so please, God, walk my way.

Come find me. Remind me that I am not alone.
Calm the waters. Stop the wind. Bring the sun
back. Throw me a life jacket. Give me strength.
Send a lifeboat. Turn on the searchlights. Teach
me how to swim. Walk my way. That would be
enough.

I might be soaked to the bone, but I’m not giving
up because you are the God who calmed the
storm. You are the God who walked on water, so
even on the hardest days I’ll keep my eye on the
horizon. I’m looking. I’m waiting. I’m not giving
up. I know the sun will rise.   Amen.

Sarah Are Speed, associate pastor for young adults
and membership at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church in New York City, is a seventh-generation
Presbyterian pastor. Her father is Tom Are of
Village Presbyterian Church in Overland Park, KS.
She is a founding creative of the multimedia
ministry, A Sanctified Art and a poetry blog that
nourishes her soul and serves as a source of
connection in our hurting world.

Book Reviews
Every month, The Presbyterian

Outlook has book reviews. 
If interested in finding something 

new to read, please check out 
their choices at

 www.pres-outlook.org/category/culture/book-reviews

Some Examples:
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