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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jimmie Lewis will celebrate his 90th birthday on Dec 10.
Betty Garrison will celebrate her 96th birthday on Dec 21.

SYMPATHY
Sympathy is extended to Jeanne Norton, whose brother,
George Williams of Lakewood, CO passed away.

Sympathy is extended to Becky & Jim Cram and their family.
Becky's mother, Glendora Schmidt, passed away Nov 16th in
Larned, KS.

IN MEMORIAM
Dick Renfro, a member of the congregation since 1967,
passed away November 10. Sympathy is extended to his wife,
Toni, their sons, Craig, Salina, Cary, Topeka, and Clark
(Amber), Salina and granddaughters, Addison, Mallory and
Claire. 

Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes
ewen@fpcsalina.org

Children’s Ministry
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry Director
heidi@fpcsalina.org
  ~Britton Zuccarelli, CE Assistant
  ~Briana Dundon, Nursery Caregiver

Youth Ministry
Haley Grabast,Youth Ministry Director
haley@fpcsalina.org
 
Music
Dr. Richard Koshgarian, Music Director 
richard@fpcsalina.org  

Angie Koshgarian, Organist     
angie@fpcsalina.org
 
Office 
Melanie Dennis, Church Administrator    
melanie@fpcsalina.org

Nicole Olson, Administrative & 
Communications Coordinator
nicole@fpcsalina.org
 
Facility   
Steve Fowler, Lead Custodian/                    
Maintenance Technician
steve@fpcsalina.org 
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Page 1

FPC Staff

First Presbyterian Church
308 S 8th Street
PO Box 585
Salina, Kansas
785-825-0226

Sunday Service at 10:00 am
Radio broadcast:  KINA 910 AM,
or 107.5 FM
Facebook.com/fpcsalinaks
www.fpcsalina.org
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15   Bill Cathcart-Rake
       Judy Morrison
       Pat Neustrom
       Alice Herrman
16   Chloe White
17   Katie Lidgett
       Colin Rupe
       Annie Shadwick
18   Carson Ann Jett
20   Nathan Farmer
21   Betty Garrison
       Harrison Jett

1     Jim Cram
       Chuck Elsea
       Mac Steele
3     Pete Peterson
       Connie Stevens
5     Marilyn Holgerson
7     Dan Norman
8     James Hall
10   Jimmie Lewis
12   Patty Landes
       Mandy Stephenson
14   Monte Shadwick

Happy December
Birthday!

26   Zachary Ketcher
28   Katie Jarvis
29   Ruth Ascher
       Linda Johnson
30   Brittany Blackim
       Olivia Johnson
       Maddox Keyser
       Azbey Peckham
31   Thomas Struble
        Kelly Hall

Christmas Joy Offering



Dear Friends in Christ:

  Years ago, I read William Least Heat-Moon’s book Blue Highways, where this
college professor drove the blue highways of the old Rand-McNally maps. This, of
course, was before we became dependent on the technology of GPS. While
traveling the less traveled byways, Least Heat-Moon chronicled the places he
saw and the people he met along the way, which many of us so often miss when
taking the easier and less interesting interstate system.
  In recalling this book at this particular time, I find myself looking at the
liturgical season of Advent through different lenses. You have a unique
opportunity to take a less traveled walk into and through this Advent season, if
you so wish. And if you decide to take a “blue highway” approach, I believe you
may see the season in new and different ways rather than what you’ve
previously experienced.
  In the Adult Discussions we will be engaging in after each worship service in
Advent, the topic of Hope is going to be addressed: Hear Hope, See Hope, Share
Hope, Proclaim Hope, as Dr. Charlene Jin Lee writes, 

Thoughts from Ewen
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Ewen Holmes
Transitional Minister

 “Christian hope is not wishful thinking or a feathery thing perched
delicately on our souls. Hope beyond hope is like a strong rope that pulls us
up and guides us to safety…. Hope beyond hope comes from the faithfulness
of God…. 
 When we are lost and can’t feel the ground beneath us or see the
destination ahead, we will find hope when we turn to our right and to our
left, look above and beneath us, gaze ahead and look behind us. We will
stretch out our searching hands and find that Jesus has already taken hold
of us.”        

  [from Follow Me: Hope]  

Over these next weeks, as you prepare yourselves for the arrival of the Christ
Child, it is my hope that you will have the opportunity to witness Advent in a
new and different way that will allow you to celebrate an ‘old’ in a ‘newly
enlightening way’ allowing you to sing with renewed vigor, “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel”!

                                                                     My friends, Merry Christmas!



Living Compass's Living Well Through Advent

Guide is available to you at the church and as a

pdf download at livingcompass.org/advent. 

Please visit livingcompass.org/advent to sign up

for their Daily Devotional Emails. 

Decorating the Church!
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               Our FBI and FBI-In-Training students have completed the 2nd unit titled Follow Jesus. We
read Matthew 22:34-40 to learn which of God’s commandments Jesus referred to as the most
important. Jesus tells us that we should love God with all our heart, soul, and mind and that we
should love our neighbor as yourself. One of the activities the children really enjoyed involved
making a telescope. We enjoyed the help of Marshall Zuccarelli who graciously volunteered to
assist the class in this project. The telescope was used to help us see God’s love all around us.
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Children's Ministry Update
b y  H e i d i  P a q u i n

 During the month of December the children will be recording a Christmas message that will be shared
with all participating churches in the presbytery. We are hoping to share the collective video on
December 19, 2021 during worship. The children will spend a great deal of their time creating
Christmas crafts. Everyone is excited about that. This last week we created candles and snowmen
ornaments for the small tree in Blair Hall. Jesse Smith’s daughter, Violet joined us in making our
candles and snowmen. Those in attendance had a great time. 

The FBI and FBI-In-Training students wish to send you all greetings for a Merry Christmas! Please
enjoy your families and stay safe during this holiday season. There will be no FBI or FBI-In-Training
December 22nd and 29th over the holiday break. 
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If you are interested in volunteering to be a second adult during a youth
gathering please reach out to Haley via haley@fpcsalina.org! 

Children's Youth Update

b y  H a l e y  G r a b a s t

Adult Education Opportunities

Follow us into the 
Advent Season!

Join us in the next series of
"Follow Me" for discussion

topic "Hope".

When is the last time you heard the word hope? Perhaps it was in an email - "I
hope this finds you well" - or in a get-well card - "I hope you feel better soon."

Perhaps it was when talking about the future - "I hope I get that promotion...that
things work out...that we go on a vacation this year." Hope is a word that we use
a lot. In popular culture, hope is often equated with positive thinking, optimism,

and resilience: when things go wrong, we are expected to stay positive and
conjure up the inner strength to make things better. But what about the hope we
hear about in the Bible? What about Christian hope? How is this hope different?

Dates: Nov 28th, Dec 5th, Dec 12th, Dec 19th

mailto:haley@fpcsalina.org
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Christmas Program 1993
Children in the

church shared the
Christmas story

with the
congregation.

"What a
wonderous holy

day to celebrate in
the winter time!"

Advent Workshop 1998

Participants made
Christmas Tree

Ornaments for the tree
in the Parlor and then

shared a potluck dinner
followed by a Christmas
Carol sing-a-long led by

Richard Koshgarian.
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From the Nominating Committee

At a meeting of the congregation on November 14, 2021, the
following persons were elected as Ruling Elders, Deacons, Trustees,

at-large Nominating Committee members, and the Pastor
Nominating Committee:

Session, 1-yr. unexpired term
Jan Denning

Session, Class of 2024
Terry Bakker
Ruth Ascher
Randy Graham
Margaret Wyatt

Board of Deacons, Class of 2024
Maralyn Williams
Alice Herrman
Flo Van Meter
Liz Carroll

Board of Trustees, Class of 2024
Jamie Hall
Sydney Soderberg

Congregation Nominating Committee, 
At-Large Members for Class of 2022
Toni Renfro
Bruce Wyatt
Sandy Mills
Seara Weir
Cathy Hayes

Pastor Nominating Committee, 
No Defined Term
Amanda Littell
Randy Graham
Bruce Wyatt
Marilyn Holgerson
Jo Buchanan
Peter Johnston
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No FBI, God's Squad,
HeBrews and Midweek

Manna the last two weeks
of December!
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2021 Members of the
50-year club!

Ruth, along with her husband Steve, joined the church when their
oldest daughter Jennifer was baptized. Ruth was baptized in a
Presbyterian Church and confirmed in a Methodist Church both in
Holly, Colorado. She became interested in FPC when she was
recruited by J. Martin Hall to fill in as organist during a yearlong
sabbatical of Norman Hackler in the late 1960’s. Ruth has served as
a trustee and a ruling elder.
Recollections: One of her favorite past activities was being part of
the bell choir under the direction of Jeanne Hawley. Dinners for 8
were special ways to connect with and get to know more closely
other members of the congregation. She also fondly recalls that
both of her daughters had their very first organized educational
opportunities on Sunday mornings with Jo Palmer and Winnie
Force. 

Jamie has always had a very strong interest in the church facility
and is one of the ‘go-to’ guys with knowledge of its workings and
history. This is probably because he comes from a long line of
FPC members (on both sides of his family). His grandmother,
Alice Hall, was the first female ruling elder of the congregation.
Jamie has carried on by serving as a deacon, ruling elder and
trustee.
Recollections: Jamie remembers walking across the street
from Roosevelt-Lincoln Jr High with many others to take part in
confirmation classes that led to his church membership. He also
recalls when he was in grade school he and several others
explored the large South Santa Fe home of new pastor Bernie
Hawley and his family as they were moving in. The kids got
themselves locked into the third floor attic for what seemed like
hours. Christmas Eve services at FPC are probably some of his
favorite memories with all the colors, music, candles and
greeting of old friends. 

Ruth Ascher

Jamie Hall



Address:   308 S 8th St
              PO Box 585
              Salina, KS 67402-0585

Phone:    (785) 825-0226
Email:     communications@fpcsalina.org
Website: www.fpcsalina.org

Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes - Transitional Pastor

The News will be available the first week of every month on our website,  the Weekly Word, and around the church. 

If there is something you would like to include in the following edition, email communications@fpcsalina.org 

by the 20th of each month. 


