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*for those who wish to stand
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NATIVITY OF THE LORD: CHRISTMAS EVE
GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

PRELUDE                         O Holy Night                                         Loucks

WELCOME Rev. Keith Phillips       

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
One: As we light the Christ candle
All:   We watch for the Christmas story around us.
One: Emmanuel has come and is coming.
All: Come, all ye faithful, and worship God.

*LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS
One: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.
All:   Glory to God in the highest!
One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
All: Glory to God in the highest!
One: For a child has been born for us, a Son has been given to us.
All:   Glory to God in the highest!
One: He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
All: Glory to God in the highest!
One: To us is born in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.
All:   Glory to God in the highest!
One: And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
All: Glory to God in the highest!

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

*OPENING HYMN                                  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                       #133

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
One: The Lord be with you.
All:   And also with you.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, as we remember the story of the holiest night, lead us to know the good news 
of Christ’s birth for all people, even us. We want to imagine ourselves on the first 
Christmas day: worshiping with the shepherds, bowing with the animals, or praying 
with Mary for peace on earth. Still we worry that we would have ignored your signs, 
surrendered to fear, and hidden our face from the majesty of your child. We want to 
imagine ourselves on this Christmas day: faithful servants worshiping Christ 
without hesitation or failure. Still we know that we are quick to turn away from 
your good news, ignore the power of your story, and surrender to the commercial 
Christmas of our world. Forgive us, Lord, and wrap us in your peace. Pull us into 
the life of your story, and empower us to find Christ anew in this world.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

HYMN                                         Angels We Have Heard on High                                       #113

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

1ST SCRIPTURE READING                                                Isaiah 9:2-7 (pg. 843, OT)
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM                                Mary, Did You Know                            Greene/Bock

2ND SCRIPTURE READING                                                               Luke 2:1-14 (pg. 80, NT)
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Bringing Good News                             Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 



was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN                                                   Joy to the World                                              #134

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS  
Invitation to Give

(Please sign the Act of Friendship sheet and pass it down the pew)

CALL FOR OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                        Welcome to Our World                  Rice/Angerman        

*DOXOLOGY            Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                        #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER

*HYMN                                           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                #119

THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
One: A child is born for us in Bethlehem, wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.
All: And he will be our Shepherd, feeding his flock in the strength of the Lord.

THE PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



One: It is truly right and our greatest joy … with all the faithful of every time and 
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Communion today is by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup). There will be three 
serving stations at the front of the sanctuary. After the choir is served, please come forward 
using the center aisle. The two outside cups, farthest from the center aisle, contain wine. The 
center cup contains grape juice. Gluten-free bread is available. Go to the serving station of 
your choice, and return to your pew by the side aisles. Those in the balcony or side pews are 
asked to make their way to the center aisle as well. If you are unable to come forward, remain 
seated and you will be served in the pew.

COMMUNION MEDITATION                  Christmas Lullaby                            Loucks

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Christ Jesus, born among us, as a mother feeds her child with her body, so you 
feed us with yours, giving us the bread to eat and the cup to drink. May these 
gifts of grace nourish us deeply, that we may become your body in the world and 
live as instruments of your great love. Amen.

SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD

*SENDING HYMN                                     Silent Night                                                #122

*BLESSING AND CHARGE

POSTLUDE

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS/MUSICIANS:
Ushers: Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis, Toni Renfro Harp: RoJean Loucks
Advent Candle Lighters: Annie, Will, Cathy & Jeff Hayes
Communion Preparers: Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis
Communion Servers: Cathy & Jeff Hayes, Craig Renfro, Toni Renfro



22018  PPoinsettia Donors
Mary Andersen, in memory of A. Jay Andersen
Mary Andersen, in honor of Melanie, Monne and Tony
Marcia & Paul Anderson, in memory of our brothers, Ron and Bob
Ruth & Steve Ascher, in memory and in honor of our family
Portia & Terry Bakker, in memory of Merle Roberts, Portia’s mother who 
passed away in July 
Jo & Shannon Buchanan, in honor of our church family
Lisa & Randy Graham and Dale Satterthwaite, in memory of Bonnie 
Satterthwaite
Ron Green and family, in loving memory of Sue Green
Melinda & Bill Hoffman & family, in memory of Marian Shuss (Melinda’s 
mother)
Melinda & Bill Hoffman & family, in honor of Amy Hoffman
Marilyn & Bill Holgerson
Shirley Howard, in memory of Jack Howard 
Ann Jett, in honor of our amazing church staff and choir
Connie Johnson & family, in memory of George F. Johnson
Sara, Peter, Hadley & Harper Johnston, in memory of Bonnie Rathbun
Sara, Peter, Hadley & Harper Johnston, in honor of our church family
Ann Knowles, in honor of Knowles/Soelter children and grandchildren
Cyndy & John Knutson, in honor of Pastors Charlie and Keith
Patty & John Landes
Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis, in honor of James, Cora, Oscar, Carson (great-
grandchildren)
Sandie & Gary Montre, in memory of our parents
Sarah & Dave Morris, in honor of Dorothy Spellman
Sarah & Dave Morris, in honor of our grandchildren Liam, Brooks, Piper
and Griffin
Sallie & Rich Morrison, in memory of Becky & Milton Morrison
Sallie & Rich Morrison, in memory of Gayle & Harold Brower



Ken Nordboe Family, in memory of Ken Nordboe
Betty & Dan Norman, in honor of Jean Gardner
Jeanne & Frank Norton, in memory of our parents and in honor of our family
Cheri Parr, in memory of Barbara & Kay Bloom
Cheri Parr, in memory of Sue Green & Pat Knox
Ann & Dave Payne in honor of our children and grandchildren
Toni & Dick Renfro, in honor of Addison, Mallory, Claire & Rafa Renfro
Toni & Dick Renfro, in honor of Craig, Cary, Clark & Amber Renfro and 
Merilee Crow
Diana & Charlie Smith, in memory of our parents
Penni, Monte, Chloe, Cora, Cindric White, in memory of Leonard & Lucy 
Mills, Otho & Blanche Means, Charlie & Ona Peters, James & Zola White, 
and LeRoy & Vera McAninch
Maralyn Williams, in memory of a great Presbyterian lady, Nancy McComb
Margaret & Bruce Wyatt, in memory of Evelyn & Floyd Palm

Mindi & Todd Davidson, in memory of our grandparents
Mary & Bob Exline, in memory of Inez & Bill Exline
Ann Knowles, in memory of Jerry Knowles
Cyndy & John Knutson, in honor of our church family 
and friends
Nancy & Aubrey Linville
Ann & Dave Payne, in memory of our parents
Sydney & Morrie Soderberg, in honor of our FPC family
Penni, Monte, Chloe, Cora, & Cindric White, in honor of Marty & Sandy Mills 
and Charlie & Jan White

22018 Wreath  DDonors



FPC’s Nursery, located on the second floor, is available for infants and children ages 5 and younger.
FPC encourages children ages 6 and older to remain in worship. Worship bags for children of all ages   
are located in the lobby. When you are finished with the bag, please put it in the basket so that it can 
be replenished and straightened. Pew Art cards are also available in the pew racks.
FBI (Faithful Bible Investigators) is our Christian Education program for children in grades K-5.
FBI-In-Training is our Christian Education program for children age 2 through Pre-K.
HeBrews is our 9th-12th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Thursday during the school year at 6:45 am  
at Mokas on Crawford. The name is derived from Hebrews 10:25.
God Squad is our 6th-8th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Tuesday during the school year from 
6:30-7:30 pm at different Salina dining locations.  
Adult Education Class meets Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.
Extra hymnals, including large print, and Bibles are available in the back of the sanctuary.

The sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop. Please switch your hearing aid to t-coil to use.   
Please see your audiologist to activate your t-coil if you haven’t done so yet. Headsets are also     
available. An usher will be happy to help if you need assistance.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE:
Tan “Prayer Request” Cards are for prayer requests or concerns. These go to the Board of Deacons.
Blue “We Care” Cards are for messages of care to persons of the congregation; these cards are mailed the 

     next week. Cards are available in the back of the room. Please place the cards in the offering plate.
Your “Prayer Concerns” can now be submitted online. Please visit 
www.fpcsalina.org/ministries/prayer-concerns and they will be forwarded to a pastor.

First Presbyterian Church: 308 S 8th St, Salina, KS  67401   785-825-0226

SUNDAY STAFF
Lead Pastor/Head of Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith    Associate Pastor: Rev. Keith Phillips
Director of Music: Richard Koshgarian Director of Children’s CE: Shelby Dickson
Organist: Angie Koshgarian Nursery Caregivers: Briana Dundas, Gina Lamb
Head Custodian: Ed Zoch Custodian: Tony Griggs
                         
Visit: WWW.FPCSALINA.ORG | Like: https://www.facebook.com/fpcsalinaks | Follow: https://www.twitter.com/fpcsalina
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