
GEne

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 23, 2018

*for those who wish to stand
Bold print indicates congregational participation

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME Rev. Keith Phillips

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE
One: As we light our fourth Advent candle, the candle of Love,
All:   We rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh.
One: Come now, O child of Mary.
All: Come now, O Prince of Love.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Our souls magnify the Lord
All:   And our spirits rejoice in God our savior.
One: God has done great things. Holy is God’s name!
All: God’s mercy is for all who fear the Lord.
One: God’s love from generation from generation!
All: Let us worship God together!

*OPENING HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten #108, vv. 1 & 6

SUNG CALL TO CONFESSION             On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry           #96, v.2
Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within 

And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there.

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. 
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, 
ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse 
the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us 
wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ 
comes to judge the world.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

RESPONSE TO PARDON             Angels We Have Heard on High                #113, refrain only
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo

WELCOME THE CHILDREN                                                    Shelby Dickson
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.

CHILDREN’S TIME     
(Children may now be seated with their parents or those 5 and younger may leave for the nursery)

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

1ST SCRIPTURE READING                                                Micah 5:2-5a (pg. 1143, OT)
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

2ND SCRIPTURE READING                                                 Luke 1:39-45 (pg. 78, NT)
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Leap of Faith                                      Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: From the Confession of 1967
God expressed love for all humankind through Israel, whom God chose to be a 
covenant people to serve him in love and faithfulness. When Israel was unfaithful, 
God disciplined the nation with judgment and maintained the covenant through 
prophets, priests, teachers, and true believers. These witnesses called all Israelites 
to a destiny in which they would serve God faithfully and become a light to the 
nations. The same witnesses proclaimed the coming of a new age, and a true 
servant of God in whom God’s purpose would be realized.



*HYMN OF AFFIRMATION            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming     #129, vv. 1 & 2

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS  
Opportunities to serve this week
Invitation to Give

(Please sign the Act of Friendship sheet and pass it down the pew)

OFFERTORY                                         

*DOXOLOGY            Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                      #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD

*SENDING HYMN              Love Has Come                      #110, vv. 1 & 2

*BLESSING AND CHARGE

POSTLUDE

The flowers in the chancel are given:
                                     - by Margaret & Bruce Wyatt in honor of their granddaughter, 

Mary Margaret Bocian

     
TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:
Coffee Hostess: Diana Smith Greeter: Connie Stevens
Ushers: Ruth & Steve Ascher, Margaret & Bruce Wyatt
Advent Candle Lighters: Grant, Kegan, Mary, Katy & Andy England, Kristy & Norm Yenkey
Deacons Flower Deliverer: Poinsettia delivery Manor Bus Driver: Sunrise Presbyterian



CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES
FPC Salina's two Christmas Eve services, at 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. on Monday, 
December 24th, have been designed to appeal to all ages and tastes. At the 
family-friendly 5 p.m. service, we'll employ the talents of our younger stars to 
begin the service, and then enlist the assistance of kids of all ages to explore 
the Christmas story from A to Z, complete with Scripture readings, candle-
lighting, carols -- and some surprises! The 10 p.m. traditional service will 
include a celebration of the Lord's Supper and music from the Chancel Choir.

FPC CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS
The First Presbyterian Church office will be closed Tuesday, December 25th for Christmas.

NO MIDWEEK MANNA
There will be NO MidWeek Manna on December 26th and January 2nd.

CHILDREN'S CRAFT & BAKE SALE THANK YOU
Thank you to all of you for your support of our children through your purchases at our annual FBI Craft 
& Bake Sale. Through your generous donations, we were able to raise over $800 to go towards outreach 
and service projects. We are so grateful for your love and support! The children had a great time 
prepping for the sale and are appreciative of your purchases and support! The Faithful Bible 
Investigators thank you!!

SHOP ON AMAZON AND HELP FPC!
Do you holiday shop online? Help support FPC by shopping on AmazonSmile 
(smile.amazon.com), and selecting FPC as your charitable organization to support. Direct 
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0547713. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected 

charitable organization. For any questions, please contact Melanie or Beth in the church office.

COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE: JANUARY 2
The deadline for committee reports for the FPC Annual Report is fast approaching: Wednesday, Jan. 2nd.
We’re going to try something different this year and make the annual report more like the monthly FPC 
newsletter and a cause for celebration! That means that for each committee report, the need is simple: 
submit three (3) things that your committee accomplished and celebrated in 2018, and, looking ahead, three 
(3) goals for your committee in 2019. Please send to Beth in the church office (beth@fpcsalina.org) and 
include photographs with your submissions.

WALK TO BETHLEHEM IS COMPLETE!
December 21st has come and gone and the W2B Faithful Travelers have met and exceeded their goal once 
again. Even with miles from 12/15-21 (Week 8) still to tally, this group through 7 weeks accumulated 
7,650.47 miles or 114% of our total. Great group and a great achievement. We’re looking forward to one 
final total, but what a great feeling this is! Thanks to one and all for your participation. We hope you 
continue to move with the Spirit every day. Merry Christmas! Diana and Brigid



NEW OFFICER TRAINING AND INSTALLATION: JANUARY 12-13
Are you ready for some PIE? PIE stands for "Partners in Education," but also means lots and lots of 
yummy slices of your favorite kind of pie, served up warm and with ice cream. That's the treat promised 
to new officers who attend the mandatory training session on Saturday, January 12th in Blair Hall. 
(Installation of new officers will be Sunday, January 13th, during worship.) Joining us for the new 
officer training will be our friends from Sunrise Presbyterian Church, and other churches from the 
presbytery may also participate, too. This is always a fun way to learn -- and make new friends. Join us!

SESSION VISIONING FOR ALL FPC OFFICERS
The FPC Session has done good, hard work in studying "Sailboat Church" by Joan S. Gray over the 
past few months. It has helped put us in a frame of vision to look toward the future and the next 
steps that God is calling our church to take. As a next step, all FPC church officers -- new and old --
are asked to take part in the kickoff to a 2019 Visioning Project, using the book "Canoeing the 
Mountains" by Tod Bolsinger. The gathering will take place from noon until 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 12th in Blair Hall, following New Officers' training.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: DECEMBER 23 & 24
The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly “indescribable gift,” as well as 
the gifts of church leaders - past, present, and future. Through the work of the Christmas Joy Offering, 
we seek the living of this truth: that God’s generosity is the source, the support, and the outcome of our 
own. We give because God has freely given. We give to support the needs of our church leaders - past, 
present, and future - and God amplifies and extends those gifts through the ministry of those leaders. 
Their gifts of ministry extend and amplify as well, “overflowing” in thanksgiving to God, and the entire 
environment of generosity bears witness to God’s grace, a truly indescribable gift. Thank you for your 
support of this life-changing offering.

Three Ways You May Give:
- 1. Place your offering in the special "Christmas Joy" pew envelopes on December 23 and 24. 

Please make your check out to "First Presbyterian Church", and include "Christmas Joy" in the memo.
- 2. Text JOY to 20222 to give $10.
- 3. Give online at: presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL: PASS THE GIFT
The Social Justice and Mission Committee invites you give the gift of bees, 
goats, chickens, llamas, rabbits, ducks or a whole ark this Christmas Season. 
Heifer International is an assistance organization program helping to end
hunger and poverty, and at the same time protect the environment and care for 
the earth. FPC has been supportive of this organization for years, and our youth have made trips to 
Heifer Ranch to learn about hunger and poverty. A table is set up in the parlor after worship during 
Advent to sell animals, books and gifts for Heifer. You may also make a monetary contribution to Heifer 
through the church, the FPC online giving site https://fundraise.heifer.org/fpcsalina, or the new "change 
for change" tubes. During Advent the tubes will be located at the Heifer table, but the tubes will be 
available for year-long giving! For the person who has everything, a gift in their honor that supports this 
terrific organization may just put the Christmas spirit in their heart.



BOY SCOUT CHILI SUPPER: JANUARY 25
Boy Scouts Troop 2 will host their 49th Annual Chili Supper on Friday, January 25, in 
Blair Hall from 5-8 p.m. Scouts will be selling tickets at FPC on January 13th & 20th

before and after worship. Tickets are $8 for Adults and $6 for Children (12 & under). 
The price of the ticket includes chili (with 2nd serving), relish, crackers, drink, and 

dessert. Carryout is available. Donations from the chili supper are used for summer camp and other 
adventures, including camping equipment and the upkeep of the Scouts’ trailer.

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS EVERY SUNDAY MORNING
We are excited to present an Adam Hamilton program, “Christianity and World Religions.” This program 
has a video component to start each class in Hamilton’s own words. No book is required. Classes are held 
before church services at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room through January 6. In the thoughtful, informative video 
presentations, Adam Hamilton deals openly and honestly with questions people ask about other religions 
(Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism). Please contact the Adult Education Committee at our email 
address adulteducation@fpcsalina.org.

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2019 GENERATIONS OF GENEROSITY
THANK YOU!! to all who have returned pledge cards, and to all route leaders who 
have kept track and diligently returned the boxes to the church. The campaign is 
officially over, but we are still accepting pledges so that we can reach our challenge 
goal of $530,000. As of December 18, $479,455.40 has been pledged for the coming 
year, with 60% of pledges received increased from 2018. If you have not sent in your 
pledge, please prayerfully consider your level of giving and send your pledge in as 
soon as possible.
There are many options in paying your pledge:

You may pre-pay your 2019 pledge in 2018. We must receive your pre-paid pledge on or before 
December 31, 2018, to receive contribution credit for 2018.
You may pay your 2019 pledge online at http://www.fpcsalina.org/stewardship/donate
FPC can automatically withdraw your pledge from your bank account.

If you have any questions, or would like more information, please contact Melanie in the Business Office 
at (785) 825-0226, or via email at melanie@fpcsalina.org

Prayer to consider when filling out your pledge card: Loving and generous God, thank you for the people 
of this church, and for the generations of families and friends who celebrate your good works by giving 
and worshiping together. Help us to be generous as we share our gifts and our stories. Amen.

NEXT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY JANUARY 7
This group meets the first Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the Hope Room. The new Horizons 
Women's Bible study program, "God's Promise: I Am with You" 2018-2019 by Amy Poling 
Sutherlun is a fantastic program and a chance for us to learn and grow together on our faith journeys. 
Books are available in the office for $10. For more information, please contact the Adult Education 
committee at adulteducation@fpcsalina.org.



COMING UP THIS WEEK AT FPC:      Did we make a mistake? We want to correct it! 
Email office@fpcsalina.org and we'll fix it.  

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE NEEDS TOILETRY ITEMS
Thank you to all who have contributed toiletry items. The Worship & Music Committee will be 
distributing these items during February to help children and youth who must make sudden changes in 
their living arrangements. You may drop off the items in the collection basket in the church lobby any 
time you are at the church.

BRING YOUR QUARTERS TO SUPPORT LAUNDRY LOVE!
A project of Salina Shares, Laundry Love is the FPC Deacons’ Bee the Church project for this year.  
What happens at Laundry Love? Laundry Love helps low-income individuals and families throughout 
our community wash their clothes and bedding. Volunteers feed the machines and provide a few snacks 
and drinks, too, to create a fun atmosphere. The Deacons are asking the congregation to support this 
effort with donations of quarters (or whatever denomination of cash you have!) into our Laundry Love 
Jug. It will be located every Sunday somewhere outside the south doors of the Sanctuary. A date and 
laundromat location for our event will be announced in early 2019. So, let’s collect quarters for the Love 
of clean Laundry for all our less-fortunate neighbors!

COME TO WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOGA AT FPC
Anytime is a perfect time to join Yoga at FPC! Yoga classes take place at FPC on Wednesdays from 
5-6 p.m. in the youth annex. Stop by any Wednesday to stretch those muscles, slow down and listen 
to your inner self, too. All levels of ability are welcome for an integration of body, mind and the 
spirit. If you have any questions, email yoga@fpcsalina.org.

SUNDAY, December 23 – 4th Sunday of Advent
Adult Ed Class – Hope Room, 9 am
Nursery Open – 9:45 am
Worship - Sanctuary, 10 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am
Poinsettia delivery following worship

MONDAY, December 24 – Christmas Eve
Family Worship Service – Sanctuary, 5 pm
Candle Light Service w/communion – Sanctuary, 

                                                               10 pm

TUESDAY, December 25 – Christmas Day
FPC CLOSED

WEDNESDAY, December 26
NO FBI
NO MIDWEEK MANNA
Staff Meeting – Hope Room, 10:30 am

THURSDAY, December 27
Coffee Group – Parlor Conference Room, 1 pm

SUNDAY, December 30
Adult Ed Class – Hope Room, 9 am
Nursery Open – 9:45 am
Worship - Sanctuary, 10 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am



 

2018 Poinsettia Donors 

 ♦ Mary Andersen, in memory of A. Jay Andersen 
♦ Mary Andersen, in honor of Melanie, Monne and Tony 
♦ Marcia & Paul Anderson, in memory of our brothers, Ron and Bob 
♦ Ruth & Steve Ascher, in memory and in honor of our family 
♦ Portia & Terry Bakker, in memory of Merle Roberts, Portia’s mother who 

passed away in July  
♦ Jo & Shannon Buchanan, in honor of our church family 
♦ Lisa & Randy Graham and Dale Satterthwaite, in memory of Bonnie 

Satterthwaite 
♦ Ron Green and family, in loving memory of Sue Green 
♦ Melinda & Bill Hoffman & family, in memory of Marian Shuss (Melinda’s 

mother) 
♦ Melinda & Bill Hoffman & family, in honor of Amy Hoffman 
♦ Marilyn & Bill Holgerson 
♦ Shirley Howard, in memory of Jack Howard  
♦ Ann Jett, in honor of our amazing church staff and choir 
♦ Connie Johnson & family, in memory of George F. Johnson 
♦ Sara, Peter, Hadley & Harper Johnston, in memory of Bonnie Rathbun 
♦ Sara, Peter, Hadley & Harper Johnston, in honor of our church family 
♦ Ann Knowles, in honor of Knowles/Soelter children and grandchildren 
♦ Cyndy & John Knutson, in honor of Pastors Charlie and Keith 
♦ Patty & John Landes 
♦ Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis, in honor of James, Cora, Oscar, Carson (great-

grandchildren) 
♦ Sandie & Gary Montre, in memory of our parents 
♦ Sarah & Dave Morris, in honor of Dorothy Spellman 
♦ Sarah & Dave Morris, in honor of our grandchildren Liam, Brooks, Piper 

and Griffin 
♦ Sallie & Rich Morrison, in memory of Becky & Milton Morrison 
♦ Sallie & Rich Morrison, in memory of Gayle & Harold Brower 
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2018 Wreath Donors 

 

♦ Ken Nordboe Family, in memory of Ken Nordboe 
♦ Betty & Dan Norman, in honor of Jean Gardner 
♦ Jeanne & Frank Norton, in memory of our parents and in honor of our family 
♦ Cheri Parr, in memory of Barbara & Kay Bloom 
♦ Cheri Parr, in memory of Sue Green & Pat Knox 
♦ Ann & Dave Payne in honor of our children and grandchildren 
♦ Toni & Dick Renfro, in honor of Addison, Mallory, Claire & Rafa Renfro 
♦ Toni & Dick Renfro, in honor of Craig, Cary, Clark & Amber Renfro and 

Merilee Crow 
♦ Diana & Charlie Smith, in memory of our parents 
♦ Penni, Monte, Chloe, Cora, Cindric White, in memory of Leonard & Lucy 

Mills, Otho & Blanche Means, Charlie & Ona Peters, James & Zola White, 
and LeRoy & Vera McAninch 

♦ Maralyn Williams, in memory of a great Presbyterian lady, Nancy McComb 
♦ Margaret & Bruce Wyatt, in memory of Evelyn & Floyd Palm 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ Mindi & Todd Davidson, in memory of our grandparents 
♦ Mary & Bob Exline, in memory of Inez & Bill Exline 
♦ Ann Knowles, in memory of Jerry Knowles 
♦ Cyndy & John Knutson, in honor of our church family  

and friends 
♦ Nancy & Aubrey Linville 
♦ Ann & Dave Payne, in memory of our parents 
♦ Sydney & Morrie Soderberg, in honor of our FPC family 
♦ Penni, Monte, Chloe, Cora, & Cindric White, in honor of Marty & Sandy Mills 

and Charlie & Jan White 
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MIDWEEK  
MANNA 

A contemporary service with weekly 
Dinner, Communion & Praise Band 

(free-will offering) 

Join us Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m.  
NO MIDWEEK MANNA ON DEC. 26 OR JAN. 2! 

FPC’s Nursery, located on the second floor, is available for infants and children ages 5 and younger.
FPC encourages children ages 6 and older to remain in worship. Worship bags for children of all ages   
are located in the lobby. When you are finished with the bag, please put it in the basket so that it can 
be replenished and straightened. Pew Art cards are also available in the pew racks.
FBI (Faithful Bible Investigators) is our Christian Education program for children in grades K-5.
FBI-In-Training is our Christian Education program for children age 2 through Pre-K.
HeBrews is our 9th-12th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Thursday during the school year at 6:45 am  
at Mokas on Crawford. The name is derived from Hebrews 10:25.
God Squad is our 6th-8th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Tuesday during the school year from 
6:30-7:30 pm at different Salina dining locations.  
Adult Education Class meets Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.
Extra hymnals, including large print, and Bibles are available in the back of the sanctuary.

The sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop. Please switch your hearing aid to t-coil to use.   
Please see your audiologist to activate your t-coil if you haven’t done so yet. Headsets are also     
available. An usher will be happy to help if you need assistance.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE:
Tan “Prayer Request” Cards are for prayer requests or concerns. These go to the Board of Deacons.
Blue “We Care” Cards are for messages of care to persons of the congregation; these cards are mailed the 

     next week. Cards are available in the back of the room. Please place the cards in the offering plate.
Your “Prayer Concerns” can now be submitted online. Please visit 
www.fpcsalina.org/ministries/prayer-concerns and they will be forwarded to a pastor.

First Presbyterian Church: 308 S 8th St, Salina, KS  67401   785-825-0226

SUNDAY STAFF
Lead Pastor/Head of Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith    Associate Pastor: Rev. Keith Phillips
Director of Music: Richard Koshgarian Director of Children’s CE: Shelby Dickson
Organist: Angie Koshgarian Nursery Caregivers: Briana Dundas, Gina Lamb
Head Custodian: Ed Zoch Custodian: Tony Griggs
                         
Visit: WWW.FPCSALINA.ORG | Like: https://www.facebook.com/fpcsalinaks | Follow: https://www.twitter.com/fpcsalina
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