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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

 
PRELUDE            
 

WELCOME         
 

 *LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE 
One: As we light our second Advent candle, the candle of peace, 
All: We pray for the holy peace of God. 
One: Come now, O Child of Mary. 
All: Come now, O Prince of Peace. 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: God has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of God’s servant  
 David. 
All: Blessed be the Lord our God! 
One: God has shown mercy and remembered the holy covenant, 
All: That we might serve God without fear. 
One: By the tender mercy of our God, 
All: God will guide our feet into the way of peace. 
One: Let us worship God together! 
 

*OPENING HYMN                                Prepare the Way, O Zion   #106 
 
 
 
 

LED BY CHRIST, TOGETHER IN FAITH 
 AND LOVE, WE JOYFULLY THINK, 
QUESTION, GROW AND SERVE! 



SUNG CALL TO CONFESSION              On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry #96, v.2 
Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: We seek to serve you, O Lord, with glad and generous hearts. Forgive us 

when our hearts are hardened. 
All: And move us to trust the depth of your promise. 
One: We seek to live as baptized people, repenting of sin and sharing your grace. 
All: Forgive us when we fall into selfish ways, and move us to know the  
 goodness of your call. 
One: Have mercy on us, O God. 
All: By your grace, cleanse us. By your providence, help us to learn from  
 our mistakes. By your Holy Spirit, equip us to love and honor you. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

SUNG RESPONSE TO PARDON               Angels We Have Heard on High              Refrain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
    

1ST SCRIPTURE READING                                                     Malachi 3:1-4 (pg. 1178, OT) 
One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM                       Celtic Advent Carol                                            Jameson 
 

2ND SCRIPTURE READING                                                              Luke 3:1-6 (pg. 82, NT) 
One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                          Refiner’s Fire                              Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: FROM THE CONFESSION OF 1967 
 Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the 

response of the perfect child of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity. He 
gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be his servant for 
the reconciliation of the world. 

 

*HYMN OF AFFIRMATION                 Comfort, Comfort Now My People                     #87 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 



GIVING OF OUR GIFTS     
 Opportunities to serve this week  
      Invitation to Give 

(Please sign the Act of Friendship sheet and pass it down the pew) 
 

OFFERTORY                                    An Irish Blessing                 Dennard      
 

*DOXOLOGY                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                             #606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD 
 

*SENDING HYMN                       Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates #93 
 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE  
 

POSTLUDE 
 
TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:      
Greeters: Faithful Bible Investigators  Coffee Hosts: Marcia & Paul Anderson 
Advent Candle Lighters: Joey & Joan Soltis   
Ushers: Sydney & Morrie Soderberg, Eva & Tom Winkler 
Deacons Flower Deliverer: Katie Lidgett Manor Bus Driver: Sunrise Presbyterian  
     

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM SHOUT OUT 
We would like to send a HUGE thank you and shout out to the children and helpers of FBI for all of 
their hard work with today’s Children's Christmas Service! What a blessing it is to see these children 
perform such an impactful and wonderful story! 
 

Faithful Bible Investigators (Performers): Quinlyn Bratt, Gannon Cole, Stratton Cole, Zoe Davidson, 
Ryan Dupy, Jack Jarvis, Isla Jones, Finvola Martin, Tommy Payne, Danielle Peckham, Hannah 
Peckham, Colin Rupe, Danika Satterfield, Emma Shelton, Morgan Stephenson, Marshall Zuccarelli, 
Molly Zuccarelli 
 

FBI-In-Training (Greeters): Callihan Bratt, Anna Dupy, Charley Jarvis, Everett Shelton 
 

Adult Helpers: Betty Norman and Britton Zuccarelli 
*A special thanks to these lovely ladies for their leadership and help as Shelby stepped away briefly for 
maternity leave. These gals took on the duties and are the driving force of the success of this 
performance! 
 

Additional Helpers: Lainey Bratt, Briana Dundas, Gina Lamb, Sarah Payne 
 

Thank you to everyone for their support and their assistance in today’s performance. 
We hope you enjoy! 

 
 



 
 
 
 

It’s Time to Order Poinsettias! 
The Board of Deacons invites you to share in providing plants 
as Christmas gifts to nursing home and home bound members 
of the church. Plants will decorate the sanctuary during Advent 
and Christmas Eve. Cost is $15 per plant. 

You may pick up your plant(s) for your own use following the Christmas Eve 
service if you designate on the form below that you wish to do so. If you do not 
want to pick it up, the plant will be assigned for delivery to a member or friends of 
the congregation. Please complete the form below and return with your payment to 
the church office no later than Monday, Dec. 10th. Please note “poinsettia plant” on 
your payment. Or you may email your order to the church office at 
office@fpcsalina.org. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
I would like to purchase ______ poinsettia(s) at a cost of $15 per plant. 
 
I want to donate my plant for delivery to a member or friend of the congregation  
____Yes ____No 
 
I want to pick up my plant on Dec. 24th _____ Yes _____ No 
 
Name of Donor(s) ____________________________________________________ 
 
Given in Memory of __________________________________________________ 
 
Or 
 
Given in Honor of ____________________________________________________ 
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COMING UP THIS WEEK AT FPC:      Did we make a mistake? We want to correct it!  
     Email office@fpcsalina.org and we’ll fix it.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HELP AREA CHILDREN & SPREAD CHRISTMAS CHEER TODAY! 
Get in the holiday spirit with the Children, Youth, and Young Adult Committee, as we come together for 
cookies, hot cocoa, and caroling TONIGHT, from 4-5:30 p.m. We’ll also help area children as we 
complete our Bee the Church service project by putting together birthday packs and glitter bottles for 
Child Advocacy and Parenting Services, Inc. (CAPS). Please see Shelby or Pastor Keith for more 
information. 
 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
The middle and high school Christmas parties are coming up next week! Our God Squad (middle school) 
Christmas Party will be on Tuesday (Dec. 11) from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the home of Sam Payne. Our 
HeBrews (high school) Christmas party will be on Sunday (Dec. 16) beginning after worship and ending 
at 1:00 p.m. at the church. Both parties will include a meal, games, and a White Elephant Gift Exchange. 
Participants are asked to bring a wrapped gift ($10 or less) to the party. Contact Pastor Keith with any 
questions. 
 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA: DECEMBER 16 
On Sunday, December 16 at 10 a.m., the First Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir will offer a service of 
Lessons and Carols during worship. This unique worship experience will combine beloved Christmas 
scripture with many traditional and contemporary musical selections. The Choir will be accompanied by a 
chamber orchestra of 20 musicians. Don't miss this wonderful seasonal event! 
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SUNDAY, December 9 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
                           Children’s Christmas Program 
  Advent Trivia – Parlor, 9 am 
  Nursery Open – 9:45 am 
  Worship – Sanctuary, 10 am 
  Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am 
  CYYA CAPS Project & Caroling – Blair Hall,  
                                                           4 pm 
 

MONDAY, December 10 
  Memorial Committee Mtg – Hope Room, 1 pm 
  Session Meeting – Conference Room, 5:30 pm 
 

TUESDAY, December 11 
  Staff Meeting – Hope Room, 10:30 am 
  Social Justice & Mission – Hope Room, 5:30 pm 
  God Squad – Christmas Party @ Payne’s, 6:30 pm 
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WEDNESDAY, December 12 
  FBI/FBI-In-Training – Downstairs Classroom,  
                                       3:45 pm 
  Praise Team Rehearsal – Blair Hall, 4:45 pm 
  Yoga – Youth Annex, 5 pm 
  MidWeek Manna – Blair Hall, 5:15 pm 
  Choir Practice – Choir Room, 6:30 pm 
 

THURSDAY, December 13 
  HeBrews – Mokas, 6:45 am 
  Coffee Group – Parlor Conference Room, 1 pm 
  Children, Youth & Young Adult – Hope Room,  
                                                          5:15 pm 
SATURDAY, December 15 
  Choir Practice – Sanctuary, 10-11:30 am 
 

SUNDAY, December 16 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
                                             Christmas Cantata 
  Adult Ed Class – Hope Room, 9 am  
  Nursery Open – 9:45 am 
  Worship – Sanctuary, 10 am 
  Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am 
  Hebrews Christmas Party – Youth Room, 11 am 
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 
FPC Salina's two Christmas Eve services, at 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. on Monday, December 24th, have been 
designed to appeal to all ages and tastes. At the family-friendly 5 p.m. service, we'll employ the talents of 
our younger stars to begin the service, and then enlist the assistance of kids of all ages to explore the 
Christmas story from A to Z, complete with Scripture readings, candle-lighting, carols -- and some 
surprises! The 10 p.m. traditional service will include a celebration of the Lord's Supper and music from the 
Chancel Choir. 
 

NEW OFFICERS DECEMBER MEETING INVITATION 
A reminder that by tradition new officers (Elders, Deacons & Trustees) are invited to attend the December 
meetings. Upcoming meetings are as follows: For Elders, Session meets Dec. 10th @ 5:30 p.m. in the 
conference room; Deacons meet Dec. 18th @ 5:30 p.m. in the conference room; Trustees meet Dec. 20th 
@ noon in the conference room. 
 

COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT DEADLINE: JANUARY 2 
The deadline for committee reports for the FPC Annual Report is fast approaching: Wednesday, Jan. 
2nd. We’re going to try something different this year and make the annual report more like the monthly 
FPC newsletter and a cause for celebration! That means that for each committee report, the need is simple: 
submit three (3) things that your committee accomplished and celebrated in 2018, and, looking ahead, 
three (3) goals for your committee in 2019. Please send to Beth in the church office (beth@fpcsalina.org) 
and include photographs with your submissions. 
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: DECEMBER 16, 23 & 24 
The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly “indescribable gift,” as well as 
the gifts of church leaders - past, present, and future. Through the work of the Christmas Joy Offering, we 
seek the living of this truth: that God’s generosity is the source, the support, and the outcome of our own. 
We give because God has freely given. We give to support the needs of our church leaders - past, present, 
and future - and God amplifies and extends those gifts through the ministry of those leaders. Their gifts of 
ministry extend and amplify as well, “overflowing” in thanksgiving to God, and the entire environment of 
generosity bears witness to God’s grace, a truly indescribable gift. Thank you for your support of this life-
changing offering. 
Three Ways You May Give: 

 - 1. Place your offering in the special "Christmas Joy" pew envelopes on December 16, 23, or 24.  
       Please make your check out to "First Presbyterian Church", and include "Christmas Joy" in the  
       memo. 
 - 2. Text JOY to 20222 to give $10. 
 - 3. Give online at: presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL "GOD LIFTS THE LOWLY" NOW AVAILABLE 
During this holy season of Advent, we are invited to pray and contemplate with Mary in her Song of 
Praise — the Magnificat — found in Luke 1:46-53. This year’s devotional "God Lifts the Lowly" is very 
special. The paintings and poems are the work of Andrew Weatherly, a young Presbyterian man born with 
Down syndrome, who uses his gifts to raise awareness of the capabilities of those with special needs. Each 
day provides a Scripture excerpt, meditation and prayer to deepen the Advent experience. Limited copies 
are available around the church or you can download the guide on our website at 
http://www.fpcsalina.org/worship/communications. 

 
 

mailto:beth@fpcsalina.org
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HEIFER INTERNATIONAL: PASS THE GIFT 
The Social Justice and Mission Committee invites you give the gift of bees, goats, chickens, llamas, 
rabbits, ducks or a whole ark this Christmas Season. Heifer International is an assistance organization 
program helping to end hunger and poverty, and at the same time protect the environment and care for the 
earth. FPC has been supportive of this organization for years, and our youth have made trips to Heifer 
Ranch to learn about hunger and poverty. A table will be set up in the parlor after worship during Advent 
to sell animals, books and gifts for Heifer. You may also make a monetary contribution to Heifer through 
the church, the FPC online giving site https://fundraise.heifer.org/fpcsalina, or the new "change for 
change" tubes. During Advent the tubes will be located at the Heifer table, but the tubes will be available 
for year-long giving! For the person who has everything, a gift in their honor that supports this terrific 
organization may just put the Christmas spirit in their heart. 
 

WALK TO BETHLEHEM  
For Walk 2 Bethlehem faithful travelers, the miles and the weeks are melting away. We are less than two 
weeks away from our end date on Friday, December 21st. Amazing! With as many miles as we are 
covering, please send in any miles you have not reported thus far, including any from weeks ago. (This is a 
"no guilt" zone. We like 'em whenever we can get 'em). Look for the W2B display in the lobby for mileage 
reporting, mileage trackers, activity guides and weekly devotions. You can report miles to Brigid 
at brigidhall18@gmail.com or text or call Diana at 785-571-8097. You can also find most information on 
our website: http://www.fpcsalina.org/worship/communications. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION CLASS EVERY SUNDAY MORNING 
We are excited to present an Adam Hamilton program, “Christianity and World Religions.” This program 
has a video component to start each class in Hamilton’s own words. No book is required. Classes are held 
before church services at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room through December. In the thoughtful, informative 
video presentations, Adam Hamilton deals openly and honestly with questions people ask about other 
religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism). Please contact the Adult Education Committee at 
our email address adulteducation@fpcsalina.org. 
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2019 GENERATIONS OF GENEROSITY 
THANK YOU!! to all who have returned pledge cards, and to all route leaders who have kept track and 
diligently returned the boxes to the church. The campaign is officially over, but we are still accepting 
pledges so that we can reach our challenge goal of $530,000. As of December 4, $463,025.40 has been 
pledged for the coming year, with 60% of pledges received increased from 2018. If you have not sent in 
your pledge, please prayerfully consider your level of giving and send your pledge in as soon as possible. 
 

There are many options in paying your pledge: 
 

• You may pre-pay your 2019 pledge in 2018. We must receive your pre-paid pledge on or before 
December 31, 2018, to receive tax credit for 2018. 

  

• You may pay your 2019 pledge online at http://www.fpcsalina.org/stewardship/donate 
  

• FPC can automatically withdraw your pledge from your bank account. 
 

If you have any questions, or would like more information, please contact Melanie in the Business Office 
at (785) 825-0226, or via email at melanie@fpcsalina.org 
 

Prayer to consider when filling out your pledge card: Loving and generous God, thank you for the people 
of this church, and for the generations of families and friends who celebrate your good works by giving 
and worshiping together. Help us to be generous as we share our gifts and our stories. Amen. 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE NEEDS TOILETRY ITEMS 
Help the Worship and Music Committee collect hotel toiletry items! When you travel for business or 
pleasure, please bring back the toiletry items that you don't use from your hotel room. Our church will 
make sure these items get put to good use by local organizations that help children and youth who must 
make sudden changes in their living arrangements. The Worship and Music Committee has provided a 
collection basket in the north lobby of the church. Please bring your toiletry items on Sunday or any time 
you are at the church. We will collect through the end of the year and items will be packaged for 
distribution during March 2019. Thank you! 
 

BRING YOUR QUARTERS TO SUPPORT LAUNDRY LOVE! 
A project of Salina Shares, Laundry Love is the FPC Deacons’ Bee the Church project for 
this year.  What happens at Laundry Love? Laundry Love helps low-income individuals and 
families throughout our community wash their clothes and bedding. Volunteers feed the 
machines and provide a few snacks and drinks, too, to create a fun atmosphere. The Deacons are asking 
the congregation to support this effort with donations of quarters (or whatever denomination of cash you 
have!) into our Laundry Love Jug beginning this month. It will be located every Sunday somewhere 
outside the south doors of the Sanctuary. A date and laundromat location for our event will be announced 
in early 2019. So, let’s collect quarters for the Love of clean Laundry for all our less-fortunate neighbors! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, January 12 - Officer Training 
Sunday January 13 - Officer Installation 

Sunday, January 27 - Annual Congregational 
       Meeting & Celebration  
 

 



MIDWEEK  
MANNA 

A contemporary service with weekly 
Dinner, Communion & Praise Band 

(free-will offering) 
 

Join us Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m.  
This week’s caterer is Jim’s Chicken! 

 
 
 
●  FPC’s Nursery, located on the second floor, is available for infants and children ages 5 and younger.  
●  FPC encourages children ages 6 and older to remain in worship. Worship bags for children of all ages    
    are located in the lobby. When you are finished with the bag, please put it in the basket so that it can  
    be replenished and straightened. Pew Art cards are also available in the pew racks. 
●  FBI (Faithful Bible Investigators) is our Christian Education program for children in grades K-5. 
●  FBI-In-Training is our Christian Education program for children age 2 through Pre-K. 
●  HeBrews is our 9th-12th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Thursday during the school year at 6:45 am   
    at Mokas on Crawford. The name is derived from Hebrews 10:25. 
●  God Squad is our 6th-8th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Tuesday during the school year from  
    6:30-7:30 pm at different Salina dining locations.   
●  Adult Education Class meets Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room. 
●  Extra hymnals, including large print, and Bibles are available in the back of the sanctuary. 
● The sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop. Please switch your hearing aid to t-coil to use.    
   Please see your audiologist to activate your t-coil if you haven’t done so yet. Headsets are also      
   available. An usher will be happy to help if you need assistance. 

 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE: 
  ●  Tan “Prayer Request” Cards are for prayer requests or concerns. These go to the Board of Deacons. 
  ●  Blue “We Care” Cards are for messages of care to persons of the congregation; these cards are mailed the  
     next week. Cards are available in the back of the room. Please place the cards in the offering plate. 
  ●  Your “Prayer Concerns” can now be submitted online. Please visit  
     www.fpcsalina.org/ministries/prayer-concerns and they will be forwarded to a pastor. 

  
 First Presbyterian Church: 308 S 8th St, Salina, KS  67401   785-825-0226 
 
 

SUNDAY STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor/Head of Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith    Associate Pastor: Rev. Keith Phillips 
Director of Music: Richard Koshgarian       Director of Children’s CE: Shelby Dickson    
Organist: Angie Koshgarian      Nursery Caregivers: Briana Dundas, Gina Lamb  
Head Custodian: Ed Zoch   Custodian: Tony Griggs          

                          
  Visit: WWW.FPCSALINA.ORG | Like: https://www.facebook.com/fpcsalinaks | Follow: https://www.twitter.com/fpcsalina 

CCLI Copyright License # 3175376 
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