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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Maryellen Bat will celebrate her 94th birthday on November
20.
SYMPATHY
Sympathy is extended to Dorothy Spellman, whose son,
Leslie Spellman, Salina, died October 21st.

Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes
ewen@fpcsalina.org

Children’s Ministry
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry Director
heidi@fpcsalina.org
Britton Zuccarelli, CE Assistant
Briana Dundon, Nursery Caregiver

CONGRATULATIONS
A son, Michael Raymond, was born October 22nd to Travis
& Melanie Dennis!
A son, Harrison Dean, was born September 9th to Aaron &
Sarah Wedel, Kansas City. Carolyn & Mark Wedel are
Harrison's grandparents.
Introducing, Nicole Olson, your
Administrative & Communications
Coordinator! Nicole comes to you with
14+ years of Executive Administrative
work. She is married to Shawn for 22
years, has 2 children - Kailyn (17) and
Camden (14) - and a very happy puppy Ollie! She graduated high school from
Ell-Saline (Brookville, KS) and college
from Kansas State University!
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Youth Ministry
Haley Grabast,Youth Ministry Director
haley@fpcsalina.org
Music
Dr. Richard Koshgarian, Music Director
richard@fpcsalina.org
Angie Koshgarian, Organist
angie@fpcsalina.org
Office
Melanie Dennis, Church Administrator
melanie@fpcsalina.org
Nicole Olson, Administrative &
Communications Coordinator
nicole@fpcsalina.org
Facility
Steve Fowler, Lead Custodian/
Maintenance Technician
steve@fpcsalina.org

Sunday Service at 10:00 am
Radio broadcast: KINA 910 AM,
or 107.5 FM
Facebook.com/fpcsalinaks
www.fpcsalina.org

Happy November
Birthday!
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Madi Carlgren
Melinda Hoffman
Shelby Dickson
Sarah Morris
Will Putzier
Jordan Murphy
Alexander Wyatt
Addison Justus
John Shetlar
Katie Stephenson
Stephanie Weckel

9 Tom Jett
Ginger Reid
Molly Zuccarelli
11 Rosalie Short
13 Marsha Zuccarelli
15 Chandra Cooper
Jeff Cooper
Morgan Stephenson
Bret Wallace
Marty Mills
17 John Hogarty
18 Maysin Griffith
19 Linda Salem

20 Maryellen Batt
22 Sandie Montre
Sandy Mils
23 Annie Hayes
Will Hayes
Tina Baringer Styles
24 Kristy Yenkey
25 Tom Gates
26 Jack Jarvis
Cyndy Knutson
27 Connie Neuburger
29 Lauren Wood
Molly Michaelis

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
2021 Benevolence Acknowledgements have been flooding
the church mail box!
Local: Salina Child Care, Love Salina, Salina Family Health, Project
Salina, Ashby House,
Catholic Charities, DVACK, Emergency Aid Food Bank, Care
Portal, Salina Area United Way, Sunflower Adult Day Service, Meals
on Wheels, American Red Cross, Toys from the Heart, Central KS
Foundation.
International: Juntos Guatemala, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance:
Haiti, Ida, Afghanistan; Fellowman International, Angel Covers,
Juntos Guatemala: Ixcan, Young Adult Volunteer Program.
Outreach Mission: RIP Medical Debt, Matthew 25, Covenant
Network of Presbyterians.
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Thoughts
from
Ewen
Thoughts from
ewen
Dear Friends in Christ:

by TRansitional Pastor Ewen Holmes

Presbyterians like to say, “We do things decently and in order!” This little ditty is
really a statement on how we believe we are to conduct ourselves as a people of faith.
Now, our Book of Confessions and the Book of Order are parts 1 and 2 of our
constitution, and each of these books of our constitution emanate from The Bible. That
is important for us to remember that how we live our lives and how we function as the
Church of Jesus Christ begins with and ends with The Bible.
In a recent conversation I had with a newly ordained Presbyterian minister, we were
chatting about some of the Historic Principles of Church Order (part of the Book of
Order). I highlighted one piece that has been important to me: God is Lord of the
Conscience
a. That “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines
and commandments of [all persons] which are in anything contrary to his Word, or
beside it, in matters of faith or worship.”
b. Therefore we consider the rights of private judgement, in all matters that respect
religion, as universal and unalienable: We do not even wish to see any religious
constitution aided by the civil powers, further than may be necessary for protection and
security, and at the same time, be equal and common to all others.
– PCUSA Book of Order F-3.0101
This principle is insightful and profound to me! It speaks of free will and freedom of
choice being gifts from God. It declares that matters of private judgement rests between
the individual and Almighty God. Because of this, humankind is required to respect
these gifts and be willing to be responsible for the consequences that come with our
actions. This also reminds us that as we prepare to make choices, we need to consult
God, our Creator and our Lord. It means that a mature faith expects and requires one to
act only after sincere and prayerful discernment with the Almighty!
There are those who believe life is a binary proposition; that everything in life is either/
or – right or wrong, good or bad, black or white. In some aspects, this is true, life is that
simple, but more often we are confronted with multiple choices. These are the gray areas
of life that truly require us to be connected to our God. Sadly, though, we can easily be
more influenced by the public noise surrounding us, which can be confusing to us and
can get in the way of our discerning God’s will.
As children of God, we are heirs of the grace of life. This means that we acknowledge
God to be the Lord of our conscience. So, when we make a decision, we need to
intentionally have open minds and willing hearts. We also need to recognize that
sometimes our personal wants may be different from our discernment of God’s will,
which is a challenge to us.
All of this reminds us that genuine faith is never easy! It demands us to invest our time,
energy, intellect, and faith in delving into our relationship with our Creator! And, lastly,
it requires us to be humble in our lives!
May we grow in humility and in faith.
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Living

Compass's

Living

Well

Through

Advent

Guide is available to you at the church and as a
pdf download at livingcompass.org/advent.

Please visit livingcompass.org/advent to sign up
for their Daily Devotional Emails.

Decorate the Church - Nov 21st
Please stay after church to help us decorate our beautiful sanctuary.
We need assistance hanging the greens and assembling the Christmas
tree. This activity is guaranteed to get you in the spirit as we begin to
celebrate Advent.
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Children's ministry update
by Heidi Paquin

Faithful Bible Investigators (FBI and FBI-In-Training) Are Off And Running!

The children have completed the Welcome All unit. They learned a lot about how Jesus was welcoming to
all he met. We made connections to how each of us, as part of the congregation, at First Presbyterian is
encouraged to welcome old and new friends to our church community. Finally, the children considered
ways that they could use their individual gifts in welcoming others at home, school, and church. The
children continue to place one of two types of tokens throughout the church each week. If you find one of
these items, please know that it was set there specifically for YOU, the finder, as a way for the children to
play a part in welcoming others to church. We like to think we are getting a little help from above in
knowing exactly where to place our tokens of faith.

Our second unit is titled Following Jesus. So far, we played a fun game of Follow The Leader to understand
the differences between leading and following, learning that there is value in both. The children listened to
the various ways Jesus invited the disciples to follow him while reading from John 1:35-50. Additionally, we
have discussed the importance of following Jesus as a church community. Discussing how it is God’s design
for us to learn and grow together while following Jesus. Our group discussed exactly what it looks like to
follow Jesus, considering our individual gifts and talents.

The children assembled Halloween care packages for
our homebound church members, hoping to remind
them that they are valued members of our community.
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The Youth have been busy! Middle and high school youth have started off
the program year with lots of smiles and laughs. We have had so many great
conversations!
If you are interested in volunteering to be a second adult during a youth gathering please
reach out to Haley via haley@fpcsalina.org!

God Squad (Middle School Youth)
meets weekly at various locations , 6:15 pm

HeBrews (High School Youth) meets weekly
on Thursdays at 7:00 am at Mokas (East Crawford)
Help spread the word and encourage others in

Follow Me Sessions for Adults

these age groups to join.

Join us in the last lesson: "Follow Jesus"
Sunday, November 7th, 11:15am in the
Conference Room.

Midweek Manna is on Wednesdays, 5:15 - 6:30 pm
in Blair Hall of the church.

We have had interesting discussions and new

This is a different way to have a welcoming, worshipful

ways of seeing/thinking as we use the Follow

experience with food, music

Me Program that is also being implemented

and conversation. Plan to join others this month.

in our Children and Youth groups.

Dana Adams Project

Page 6

Coat
Drive
SUCCESS!!!
Thank you for donating!
450 donated items were given
out during the drive or
distributed out to local schools
and agencies who serve families,
children, women and men!
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Behind the scenes

Hats off to several FPC members who help with a
variety of "behind the scenes" projects that are part
of the ministry of this church.

Thank you for your work!

Regina Miller is at the church
every Wednesday to prepare the
meal for Midweek Manna!

A new washer and dryer were
installed beside the new
HVAC system in the
basement!

The Memorial Committee coordinates the
appropriate use of memorial gifts.
Members are: Marcia Anderson, Betsy Scholten, Becky
Cram, Portia Bakker, Mary Anderson, Jane Driver

The Worship Committee is oversight of all worship
and music.
Members are: Bruce Wyatt, Kathleen Putzier, Rosalie
Short, Richard Koshgarian, Jane Gates, Jill Mick,
Charley Weathers, Mary Ann Weiner

Your FPC Staff getting CPR
Certified! This includes the
use of the AED Defibrillator.
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Events

All Saints and 50+ year membership recognition - Nov 7th
Called Congregational Meeting - Nov 14th
All Church Decorating- Nov 21st
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We aim to help multiply this loving commitment to radical and fearless discipleship by partnering with our
congregation to embrace these three focuses:

Building congregational vitality

by challenging our people to deepen their faith and get actively

and joyfully engaged with our community and the world.

Dismantling structural racism

by advocating and acting to break down the systems, practices and

thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of color.

Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, pans and structures in our society
that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor.

FPC has demonstrated dedication to these tenants already, declaring FPC a Matthew 25 Congregation
affirms our commitment to focusing the congregation in participation of this important work in the world.

Each year, we decorate the exterior of our church
with wreaths and want to offer you the opportunity
to be a donor, to honor or memorialize someone, as
well as help offset the cost to the church.
Cost is $39 per wreath.

The Board of Deacons invites you to share in
providing plants as Christmas gifts to nursing home
and home bound members of the church. Plants
will decorate the sanctuary during Advent and
Christmas Eve.
Cost is $14 per plant.

Look for the inserts to order in the bulletins and
Weekly Word emails!
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes - Transitional Pastor

Address:

308 S 8th St
PO Box 585
Salina, KS 67402-0585

Phone:
Email:
Website:

(785) 825-0226
office@fpcsalina.org
www.fpcsalina.org

The News will be available the first week of every month on our website, Weekly Word, and around the church.
If there is something you would like to include in the following edition, email

communications@fpcsalina.org

by the 20th of each month.

We encourage you to prayerfully consider how your time, talents, and treasures will be used to
fulfill our stewardship campaign mission of Putting Our Faith In Action.

