


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

November 4, 2018

* for those who wish to stand
Bold print indicates congregational participation

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME Rev. Keith Phillips

*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Morning Worship Service, Sunday, September 13, 1959)
One: Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His 

Wonderful works to the children of men!
All: For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with 

goodness.

*LITANY FOR ALL SAINTS’ DAY
One: Be gracious to us; deliver your people.
All: Hear us, O God.
One: You loved us before the world was made... You gave your only Son for the 

life of the world.
All: Hear us, O God.
One: For us and for our salvation…who ascended on high and intercedes for us 

at the right hand of God.
All: Great is your love.
One: For the gift of the Holy Spirit… For the great cloud of witnesses into which 

we are baptized.
All: Thanks be to God.
One: For all holy men and women… For the cherubim and seraphim, Michael 

and the holy angels.
All: Thanks be to God.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

LED BY CHRIST, TOGETHER IN FAITH 
 AND LOVE, WE JOYFULLY THINK, 
QUESTION, GROW AND SERVE! 



One: Be gracious to us; deliver your people.
All: Hear us, O God.
One: Give new life to your servants by the grace… Bring us with all your saints 

to the river of life.
All: Hear us, O God.
One: God of all the faithful…who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

*HYMN For All the Saints #326

CONFESSION AND PARDON (From Morning Worship Service, Sunday, September 13, 1959)
One: Jesus said: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.
All: O Thou eternal believer in men, who canst make all things new, forgive 

us, we beseech Thee, our misusings of Thy good gifts – the opportunity 
neglected, the half-truth accepted, the superficial judgment meted out, 
the enjoyment of cynicism. Forgive us the unkind word, the 
unsympathetic heart, the false ambition, and every unworthy purpose 
which has ruled our lives. May the white light of Thy truth, and the 
purifying fires of Thy love, cleanse us and send us forward once again 
upon the path where life flows deep and pure and true. Amen.

One: Jesus said: Blessed are the merciful for they will receive mercy. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!

RESPONSE TO PARDON                           Gloria Patri #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen.

WELCOME THE CHILDREN                                                           Shelby Dickson
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.

CHILDREN’S TIME     
(Children may now be seated with their parents or those 5 and younger may leave for the nursery)

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



1ST SCRIPTURE READING                                    Ephesians 2:11-22;3:1-6 (pg. 259, NT)
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM                 Like A River In My Soul Osiek

2ND SCRIPTURE READING                                       Revelation 21:1-6a (pg. 353, NT)
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Generations: Saints Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HONORING OF FPC LONGTIME MEMBERS AND SAINTS TRIUMPHANT

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS  
Opportunities to serve this week
Invitation to Give
Stewardship – David Payne

(Please sign the Act of Friendship sheet and pass it down the pew)

CALL FOR OFFERING



ANTHEM

*DOXOLOGY                 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                          #606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*OFFERING PRAYER

*HYMN Onward Christian Soldiers (The Kingdom of God on Earth insert)

THE LORD’S SUPPER

THE PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: It is truly right and our greatest joy … with all the faithful of every time and 

place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Communion today is by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup). There will be three serving 
stations at the front of the sanctuary. After the choir is served, please come forward using the 
center aisle. The two outside cups, farthest from the center aisle, contain wine. The center cup 
contains grape juice. Gluten-free bread is available. Go to the serving station of your choice, 
and return to your pew by the side aisles. Those in the balcony or side pews are asked to make 
their way to the center aisle as well. If you are unable to come forward, remain seated and you 
will be served in the pew.



COMMUNION ANTHEM Come, Share the Lord                                   Leech

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of glory, in this holy feast you have made us one with Christ and with that 
great multitude of the faithful – those who hunger and thirst no more and worship 
night and day in your temple. Lead us in the paths of righteousness and guide us to 
the springs of the water of life, until we join the choir of the redeemed, singing: 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb: Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD

*SENDING HYMN            I Sing a Song of the Saints of God #730

*BLESSING AND CHARGE

POSTLUDE

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The flowers in the chancel are given:
                                               - by Amy Hoffman in honor of Melinda Hoffman.                          

The white carnation in the chancel is given:
                                             - in memory of  Eleanor Smith who died October 27.

TODAY’S VOLUNTEERS:
Greeters: Margaret & Bruce Wyatt Candle Lighter: Jack Jarvis
Coffee Host: John Knutson Deacons Flower Deliverer: Ann Knowles 
Ushers: Eva & Tom Winkler Manor Bus Driver: Pat Putzier
Communion Preparers: Mitzie & Jimmie Lewis
Communion Servers: Kendi Carlgren, Katy England, Ann Knowles, Regina Miller, 
Ann Payne, Margaret & Bruce Wyatt

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: ELECTION OF OFFICERS TODAY
The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Salina, has called a congregational 
meeting immediately following worship today, to elect ruling elders, 
deacons, trustees, endowment fund trustees, and at-large Nominating 
Committee members, as put forward by the Nominating Committee.

                       

                 

Y’S





COMING UP THIS WEEK AT FPC:      Did we make a mistake? We want to correct it! 
Email office@fpcsalina.org and we’ll fix it.  

 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2019 UPDATE
As of October 29th, $113,980 has been pledged for the coming year, with 60% of pledges received 
increased from 2018. You will receive your pledge card in one of two ways this year, either via mail if 
out of town, or by request, or via neighborhood distribution via route box. If you have not yet received 
your pledge card and are curious where it is on its journey to you, please contact Melanie at the church 
785-825-0226, or via email at melanie@fpcsalina.org. In completing your pledge for 2019 and beyond,
thank you for your prayerful consideration. If you need any information regarding your current pledge, 
don't hesitate to ask. You may pre-pay your 2019 pledge. It must be received on or before Dec. 31, 
2018, to receive tax credit for 2018. THANK YOU!

NEXT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY TOMMOROW!
Women’s Bible Study next meets this Monday! This group meets the first Monday of the month at 
5:30 p.m. in the Hope Room. The new Horizons Women's Bible study program, "God's Promise: I 
Am with You" 2018-2019 by Amy Poling Sutherlun is a fantastic program and a chance for us to 
learn and grow together on our faith journeys. Books are available in the office for $10. For more 
information, please contact the Adult Education committee at adulteducation@fpcsalina.org.

NOVEMBER GOD SQUAD SCHEDULE
Tues., Nov. 6, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Perkins Restaurant (3050 Riffel Dr.)
Tues., Nov. 13, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Applebee’s (2875 S. 9th St.)
Tues., Nov. 20, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., at the home of Harper & Hadley Johnston
Tues., Nov. 27, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Panera Bread (2375 S. 9th St.)

SUNDAY, November 4 – Throwback Sunday
All Saints Day, 50+ Year Member Recognition
P90 Class – Hope Room, 9 am
Nursery Open – 9:45 am
Worship – Sanctuary, 10 am
Called Congregational Mtg – Sanctuary, 11 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am
Blood Pressure Checks – Parlor, 11:30 am
Manor Service – Presbyterian Manor, 3 pm

MONDAY, November 5
Wired Word – Hope Room, 9 am
Women’s Bible Study – Hope Room, 5:30 pm

TUESDAY, November 6 – General Election
Staff Meeting – Hope Room, 10:30 am
God Squad – Perkins, 6:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, November 7
FBI/FBI-In-Training – Downstairs Classroom, 

                                       3:45 pm
Worship Meeting – Hope Room, 4 pm
Praise Team Rehearsal – Blair Hall, 4:45 pm
Yoga – Youth Annex, 5 pm
MidWeek Manna – Blair Hall, 5:15 pm
Choir Practice – Choir Room, 6:30 pm

THURSDAY, November 8
HeBrews – Mokas, 6:45 am
Coffee Group – Parlor Conf Room, 1 pm

SUNDAY, November 11
P90 Class – Hope Room, 9 am
Nursery Open – 9:45 am
Worship – Sanctuary, 10 am
Fellowship – Parlor, 11 am



VETERAN’S DAY TRIBUTE: NOVEMBER 11
Veterans Day is the day set aside to thank and honor all those who served in the 
military -- in wartime or peacetime. Veterans Day is largely intended to thank 
living veterans for their service. FPC would like to compile a list of veterans in our 
midst, and to honor them on November 11th. If you are a veteran, or have any family 
members who have served in the armed forces, please provide the information to Beth in the church
office (beth@fpcsalina.org) by Wednesday, November 7th, so that we can compile a special 
commemorative tribute.

FBI CRAFT & BAKE SALE: NOVEMBER 18
The Faithful Bible Investigators would like to invite you to attend the Children's Craft & 
Bake Sale on Sunday, November 18th. The children will be selling handmade crafts and 
homemade goodies before and after worship. We invite you to come prepared to 
purchase some beautiful children's work, and delicious goodies made by the Children, 
Youth, and Young Adult Committee. Use these goodies as an opportunity to begin your 
preparation for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday season! We look forward to 
seeing you on November 18th. We thank you for your support!

WALK TO BETHLEHEM 
Walking...Running…Sunday Worship…Golf…Choir 
Practice…Swimming…Tennis…Yardwork… Yoga…Bible 
Study…FBI…HeBrews…School Marathon…Football...X 
Country…Basketball… Sunday School…Soccer…Volleyball…Midweek Manna.
Here’s hoping you are fired up, geared up and into your starting gates for our faith-filled 
journey…The Walk to Bethlehem 2018 has begun! The first week of our 8-week journey over land 
and sea to Bethlehem is complete. Join up at any time. December 21st is our last day. Every person 
matters! Look for the display for registration info, mileage trackers and devotions. You can also find 
this information on our website: http://www.fpcsalina.org/worship/communications.

NEW ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY BEGINS NOVEMBER 18
We are excited to present an Adam Hamilton program, “Christianity and World Religions.” This 
program will have a video component to start each class in Hamilton’s own words. No book is 
required.  Classes will be held before church services at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.  The program will 
begin November 18th and end in December. In the thoughtful, informative video presentations, Adam 
Hamilton deals openly and honestly with questions people ask about other religions (Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Islam, and Judaism). As part of the presentations, Hamilton interviews a religious leader 
of each tradition. He treats the world religions with great respect, recognizing the unique 
contributions of each. He closes by distilling the essential beliefs of Christianity, in light of the other 
religious beliefs that have been presented. Please contact the Adult Education Committee at our email 
address adulteducation@fpcsalina.org.



GIVING TUESDAY: NOVEMBER 27
November 27th is the annual Presbyterian Foundation’s Giving Tuesday,
supporting mission and ministry at home and around the world. Join your 
fellow Presbyterians and participate: Give to your home church. Give to 
Presbyterian mission workers. Give to the 1001 New Worshiping 
Communities. Give to the Christmas Joy Offering. Give to Northern Kansas 
Presbytery's local mission work, or to another Presbyterian-related mission 
organization. Learn more and make your gift on Tuesday, November 27th at 
http://www.presbyterian-givingtuesday.org/

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE NEEDS TOILETRY ITEMS
Help the Worship and Music Committee collect hotel toiletry items! When you travel for business or 
pleasure, please bring back the toiletry items that you don't use from your hotel room. Our church will 
make sure these items get put to good use by local organizations that help children and youth who 
must make sudden changes in their living arrangements. The Worship and Music Committee is 
providing a collection basket in the north lobby of the church. Please bring your toiletry items on 
Sunday or any time you are at the church. We will collect through the end of the year and items will 
be packaged for distribution during March 2019. Thank you!

BRING YOUR QUARTERS TO SUPPORT LAUNDRY LOVE!
A project of Salina Shares, Laundry Love is the FPC Deacons’ Bee the Church project for 
this year.  What happens at Laundry Love? Laundry Love helps low-income individuals 
and families throughout our community wash their clothes and bedding. Volunteers feed the 
machines and provide a few snacks and drinks, too, to create a fun atmosphere. The Deacons are 
asking the congregation to support this effort with donations of quarters (or whatever denomination of 
cash you have!) into our Laundry Love Jug beginning this month. It will be located every Sunday 
somewhere outside the south doors of the Sanctuary. A date and laundromat location for our event 
will be announced in early 2019. So, let’s collect quarters for the Love of clean Laundry for all our 
less-fortunate neighbors!

HELP US FIND YOUTH MINISTRY ASSISTANTS
We are searching for Youth Ministry Assistants to help provide for the nurture and spiritual growth 
of our FPC youth! This person (or these persons) will work with Pastor Keith to build and maintain 
relationships with and among our youth and their families, and to implement programs of ministry 
approved by the church. The position is 5-10 hours per week with some set scheduling and some 
flexible scheduling. Please refer qualified candidates to our website or to Pastor Keith for full 
details!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOGA AT FPC
Anytime is a perfect time to join Yoga at FPC! Yoga classes take place at FPC on 
Wednesdays from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the youth annex. Stop by any Wednesday to stretch 

those muscles, slow down and listen to your inner self, too. All levels of ability are 
welcome for an integration of body, mind and the spirit. If you have any questions, email 
yoga@fpcsalina.org.

An
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It’s Time to Order Poinsettias!
The Board of Deacons invites you to share in providing plants 
as Christmas gifts to nursing home and homebound members of 
the church. Plants will decorate the sanctuary during Advent
and Christmas Eve. Cost is $15 per plant.

You may pick up your plant(s) for your own use following the Christmas Eve 
service if you designate on the form below that you wish to do so. If you do not 
want to pick it up, the plant will be assigned for delivery to a member or friend of 
the congregation. Please complete the form below and return with your payment to 
the church office no later than Monday, Dec. 10th. Please note “poinsettia plant” on 
your payment. Or you may email your order to the church office at 
office@fpcsalina.org.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to purchase ______ poinsettia(s) at a cost of $15 per plant.

I want to donate my plant for delivery to a member or friend of the congregation 
____Yes ____No

I want to pick up my plant on Dec. 24th _____ Yes _____ No

Name of Donor(s) ____________________________________________________

Given in Memory of __________________________________________________

Or

Given in Honor of ____________________________________________________



 
 
 

A contemporary service with weekly 
Dinner, Communion & Praise Band 

(free-will offering) 

Join us Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m.  
This week’s caterer is Martinelli’s!

FPC’s Nursery, located on the second floor, is available for infants and children ages 5 and younger.
FPC encourages children ages 6 and older to remain in worship. Worship bags for children of all ages   
are located in the lobby. When you are finished with the bag, please put it in the basket so that it can 
be replenished and straightened. Pew Art cards are also available in the pew racks.
FBI (Faithful Bible Investigators) is our Christian Education program for children in grades K-5.
FBI-In-Training is our Christian Education program for children age 2 through Pre-K.
HeBrews is our 9th-12th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Thursday during the school year at 6:45 am  
at Mokas on Crawford. The name is derived from Hebrews 10:25.
God Squad is our 6th-8th grade Youth Bible Study that meets every Tuesday during the school year from 
6:30-7:30 pm at different Salina dining locations.  
Adult Education Class meets Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Hope Room.
Extra hymnals, including large print, and Bibles are available in the back of the sanctuary.

The sanctuary is equipped with a Hearing Loop. Please switch your hearing aid to t-coil to use.   
Please see your audiologist to activate your t-coil if you haven’t done so yet. Headsets are also     
available. An usher will be happy to help if you need assistance.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE:
Tan “Prayer Request” Cards are for prayer requests or concerns. These go to the Board of Deacons.
Blue “We Care” Cards are for messages of care to persons of the congregation; these cards are mailed the 

     next week. Cards are available in the back of the room. Please place the cards in the offering plate.
Your “Prayer Concerns” can now be submitted online. Please visit 
www.fpcsalina.org/ministries/prayer-concerns and they will be forwarded to a pastor.

First Presbyterian Church: 308 S 8th St, Salina, KS  67401   785-825-0226

SUNDAY STAFF
Lead Pastor/Head of Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Smith    Associate Pastor: Rev. Keith Phillips
Director of Music: Richard Koshgarian Director of Children’s CE: Shelby Dickson
Organist: Angie Koshgarian Nursery Caregivers: Briana Dundas, Gina Lamb
Head Custodian: Ed Zoch Custodian: Tony Griggs

                         
Visit: WWW.FPCSALINA.ORG | Like: https://www.facebook.com/fpcsalinaks | Follow: https://www.twitter.com/fpcsalina

CCLI Copyright License # 3175376
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Recognition of 50+ Year Members 
Sunday, November 4, 2018 

 

The Board of Deacons honors those living persons, listed below, who first joined  
First Presbyterian Church 50 or more years ago. 

 

  

Recognition of 50+ Year Members 
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The Board of Deacons honors those living persons, listed below, who first joined  
First Presbyterian Church 50 or more years ago. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1940 
Elvin Gerard 
 
1941 
Maryellen Batt 
 
1943 
Shirley Howard  
Maralyn Williams 
 
1944 
Jeanne Norton 
Joyce Pearson 
 
1945 
Bob Exline 
Ron Green 
 
1947 
Virgil Bowman 
James Hall III 
Mitzie Lewis 
 
1949 
Jerry Exline 
Sharron Hansen 
Susie Stinson 
 
1950 
Jerry Hillyard 
 
1952 
Chuck Carroll 
Frank Norton 
Rosemary West 
 
 
 
 

1953 
Marilyn Holgerson 
 
1954 
Dorothy Spellman 
 
1955 
Roger Morrison 
Martha Rhea 
Seara Weir 
 
1956 
Mary Andersen 
Stanley Nelson 
Ann Nordboe 
 
1957 
Jimmie Lewis 
 
1958 
Mary Exline 
 
1959 
Ellen Tinkler 
 
1960 
Linda Allen 
Marva Lee Doud 
Jean Gardner 
Vicki Kerbs 
Regina Miller 
Judy Morrison 
Richard Morrison 
 
 

1961 
Harold Lamfers 
Ruth Lamfers 
Bob Stinson 
 
1962 
Bonnie Packard 
James Packard 
 
1963 
Kathy Melander 
Flo Van Meter 
Charley Weathers 
Jane Weathers  
 
1964 
Bill Hoffman 
Carson Mansfield 
Mac Steele 
 
1965 
Liz Carroll 
 
1967 
Dick Renfro 
Toni Renfro 
Kristy Yenkey 
 
1968 
Marcia Anderson 
Paul Anderson 
Carol Exline 
Nan Miller 
Betsy Scholten 
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We are thankful for, and commend to God’s eternal care, those from our family  
of faith who have, in the past year (November 6, 2017 to November 4, 2018) 

 entered into The Church Triumphant. 
 

To God’s Care We Entrust: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are thankful for, and commend to God’s eternal care, those from our family  
of faith who have, in the past year (November 6, 2017 to November 4, 2018) 

 entered into The Church Triumphant. 
 

To God’s Care We Entrust: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David D. Robb 
February 13, 1922 – December 21, 2017 

 
Phil Krug 

August 18, 1954 – April 7, 2018 
 

Carolyn Serrault 
March 21, 1941 – June 21, 2018 

 
Lloyd Lockwood 

February 2, 1925 – August 30, 2018 
 

Joy Mansfield  
June 20, 1929 – September 30, 2018 

 
Eleanor Smith  

December 30, 1924 – October 27, 2018 
 

 

All Saints 
Sunday 

All Saints 
Sunday 

David D. Robb 
February 13, 1922 – December 21, 2017 

 
Phil Krug 

August 18, 1954 – April 7, 2018 
 

Carolyn Serrault 
March 21, 1941 – June 21, 2018 

 
Lloyd Lockwood 

February 2, 1925 – August 30, 2018 
 

Joy Mansfield  
June 20, 1929 – September 30, 2018 

 
Eleanor Smith  

December 30, 1924 – October 27, 2018 
 

 



“One generation shall laud your
works to another.”

—Psalm 145:4a NRSV

Generations 
of Generosity
Generations 

of Generosity



“Money and its use are matters of the soul, because they
cannot be separated from where our ultimate commitment
lies.” 

—Arthur Simon, How Much Is Enough?

An important part of the elderly woman’s hospitality was
all the photographs that greeted guests from the walls of her
small entryway. A receiving line of photographs and portraits
lined the narrow hall, flowed up the staircase, and peered
out from side rooms: generations of family, friends, and
neighbors; images of church gatherings, vacation spots,
workplaces, celebrations, and solemn assemblies.

Behind the images were stories deeply rooted in a lifetime,
several lifetimes, of decisions. As choices were explored and
decisions made, what was valued most came to the surface
and began to shape this household.

Reflection: Behind the numbers on a chart like the one
below is evidence of what we have come to value in our
homes, places of work, neighborhoods, and communities of
faith. The rows of our receiving and columns of our giving
meet at decisive places. In our receiving and in our giving, we
choose to welcome the transforming gospel of Jesus Christ.

Prayer: Gracious God, in your wisdom and mercy, guide
the decisions we make. Help us choose community. Help
us choose compassion. Help us choose generosity. Help us
choose Christ, again and again and again, that we might
know your delight in abundant life. In gratitude we pray.
Amen.
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