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EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WELCOME 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

GREETING AND INTRODUCTION 

    One: Grace and peace from Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    All: And also with you. 

One: Beloved people of God, on this most holy dawn when our Savior Jesus Christ passed         

from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through 

water, bread, and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, we share Christ’s 

triumph over sin and death, and we await Christ’s coming again in glory.                      

 One: In the beginning was the Word, 

 All: and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



   One: The life of Christ is the light of all people.                      

   All: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

One: Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless 

this new fire, and kindle in us the desire to shine with the brightness of Christ’s 

rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of 

Righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    All: Amen. 
 

    LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

One: The light of Christ rises in glory, 

    All: casting out the shadow of sin and death. 
 

THE PROCESSION OF LIGHTS 

One: The light of Christ. 

    All: Thanks be to God. 
 

One: The light of Christ. 

    All: Thanks be to God. 
 

One: The light of Christ. 

    All: Thanks be to God. 
    

   EASTER PROCLAMATION (EXSULTET) 

One: Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Exult, all creation around God’s throne! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 

 Sound the trumpet of salvation! 

All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 
 

One: Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 

 radiant in the brightness of your King! 

 Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! 

 Darkness vanishes forever! 

All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 
 

One: Rejoice, O mother church! Exult in glory! 

 The risen Savior shines upon you! 

 Let this place resound with joy, 

 Echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 



All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

   Jesus Christ our King is risen! 
 

One: The Lord be with you. 

    All: And also with you. 
 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

    All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

    All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

One: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that with full devotion of heart and mind and voice 

 we should praise the invisible God 

 and the only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who, by his precious blood, 

 redeemed us from bondage to the ancient sin. 

 For this is indeed the Paschal Feast 

 in which the true Lamb is slain, 

 by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful 

 are made holy. 

All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 
 

One: This is the night in which, in ancient times, 

 you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, 

 and led them, dry-shod, through the sea. 

 This is the night in which the darkness of sin 

 has been purged away by the rising brightness. 

 This is the night in which all who believe in Christ 

 are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, 

 are renewed in grace, and are restored in holiness. 

 This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, 

 Christ arises from hell in triumph. 

 O night truly blessed, which alone was worthy to know 

 the time and hour in which Christ rose again from hell. 

All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 

 



One: This is the night of which it is written: 

 “The night is as clear as the day,” and, 

 “Then shall my night be turned into day” 

 The holiness of this night 

 puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; 

washes away sin; 

 restores innocence to the fallen, 

 and joy to those who mourn; 

 casts out hate; brings peace; 

 and humbles earthly pride. 

All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 
 

One: Therefore, in this night of grace, 

 receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving 

for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

reflected in the burning of this candle. 

We sing the glories of this pillar of fire, 

the brightness of which is not diminished 

even when its light is divided and borrowed. 

For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your servants, 

have made for the substance of this candle. 

This is the night in which heaven and earth are joined –  

things human and things divine. 

We, therefore, pray to you, O God, 

that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, 

will continue to vanquish the darkness of night 

and be mingled with the lights of heaven. 

May Christ the Morning Star find it burning, 

that Morning Star who never sets, 

that Morning Star who, rising from the grave, 

faithfully sheds light on the whole human race. 

And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve 

with your continual protection your whole church, 

giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing; 

through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 



All: Rejoice, heavenly powers! 

 Sing, choirs of angels! 

 Jesus Christ our King is risen! 
 

SERVICE OF READINGS 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST SET OF OLD TESTAMENT READINGS: THE STORY OF CREATION 

                                                                                                                     Genesis 1: 1-2:4a 

                                                                                                               Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 

    A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 

HYMN                                    Let us with a Gladsome Mind                                          #31                          
 

PRAYER  
 

SECOND SET OF OLD TESTAMENT READINGS: DELIVERANCE AT THE SEA 

                                                                                                                   Exodus 14:10-31 

                                                                                                                   Exodus 15:20-21 

                                                                                              Exodus 15:1b-6, 11-13, 17-18 
 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION  
 

HYMN                             Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain                                   #234         
   

PRAYER  
 

THIRD SET OF OLD TESTAMENT READINGS: THE FREE GIFT OF SALVATION 

                                                                                                                        Isaiah 55:1-11 

                                                                                                                         Isaiah 12:2-6 

A MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION  
 

HYMN                                 Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me                                         #71         
   

PRAYER  
 

*HYMN                                     Glory Be to the Father                                                #581 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Romans 6:3-11 

GOSPEL READING 

John 20:1-18 

REFLECTION 
 

*HYMN                                 We Know That Christ Is Raised                                      #485 

 



REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

One: Hear these words from Holy Scripture: Just as the body is one, and has many 

members, and all members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 

All: For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 

One: Beloved people of God, our baptism is the sign and seal of our cleansing from sin, 

and of our being grafted into Christ. Through the birth, life, death, and 

resurrection of Christ, the power of sin was broken and God’s kingdom entered 

our world. 
 

Through our baptism we were made citizens of God’s kingdom, and freed from 

the bondage of sin. Let us celebrate that freedom and redemption through the 

renewal of the promises made at our baptism. 
 

I ask you, therefore, once again to reject sin, to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 

and to confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we were baptized. 
 

One: Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 

renounce evil and its power in the world? 

All: I do. 
 

One: Who is your Lord and Savior? Please answer, “Jesus Christ is my Lord and 

Savior.” 

All: Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
 

One: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love?  

All: I will, with God’s help. 
 

One: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
 

*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day, he rose again from the dead and ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN.   
 

One: Remember your baptism and be thankful. In the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 



All: Amen. 

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING 
 

HYMN                                     Come to the Table of Grace                                          #507 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

INVITATION TO THANKSGIVING 
 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 

One:    According to the prophet Isaiah, the day is coming 
when the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food and well-aged wines. 
  

On that day, the Lord will destroy the shroud of death 
that is cast over the whole earth; 
God will take away the disgrace of the people 

and wipe away the tears from all faces. 
God will swallow up death forever. 

 

All:      This is the day of resurrection; 

            this is the Lord for whom we have waited. 

Let us be glad and rejoice in our salvation. 
 

PRAYER 
 

HYMN                                     Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                          #232 
 

BLESSING AND CHARGE 

One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

 be with you all. 

All: Alleluia! 

One: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

 in the power of his resurrection. 

All: Amen. 
One: Christ is risen! 

All: Christ is risen! 

One: Christ is risen! 

All: Christ is risen! 

One: Christ is risen! 

All: Christ is risen! 

One: Alleluia! 

All: Amen. 


