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*for those who wish to stand 

Bold print indicates congregational participation 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME              
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

 One: Lord Christ, open our eyes. 

 All: To see clearly the light of the world. 
 

 One: Holy Spirit, illumine our minds. 

 All: To perceive God’s glory shining among us. 
 

 One: Almighty God, prepare our hearts. 

 All: To see, to trust, to worship the Messiah.  
 

*OPENING HYMN                           Be Thou My Vision                                             #450 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



  

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                 

Wonder-working God, forgive us when preconceived notions cloud our vision and blind 

us to your activity in our lives. We watch for signs of your glory in the successful and 

strong, in pious acts and answered prayers, in favorable outcomes and dreams fulfilled. 

But you make yourself known in unexpected ways; in shepherd boys lifted to the throne 

and outcasts returned to community; in death-haunted valleys transformed by your 

presence, and ordinary pools made extraordinary by your grace, through water and mud, 

and a table prepared with sacrificial love. We long for a salve that relives our stubborn 

focus on inconsequential questions, and for water that heals our blindness to revelations 

of your love. Open our eyes, illumine our minds, and prepare our hearts to receive your 

amazing grace. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

RESPONSE TO PARDON                    Kyrie Eleison                                         #578 
O Lord, have mercy, O Lord, have mercy, 

 O Lord, have mercy, have mercy on us. 

(Sing twice) 
 

WELCOME THE CHILDREN                                                                    Shelby Dickson 
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. 

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                    

 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                        
 

1ST SCRIPTURE READING                                                 Ephesians 5:8-14(pg. 262, NT) 

 One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                                  Shepherd Me, O God          Marty Haugen / arr. Mark Hayes 

                                                                         Soloists: Mary Ann Weiner & Charlie Overton       
              

2ND SCRIPTURE READING                                                    Psalm 23 KJV (pg. 676, OT) 

 One: This is the Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
 

   SERMON Comfort, Courage, & Call in the Journey through the Valley Rev. Keith Phillips 
 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*UNISON AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: HEIDELBERG CATECHISM (Q1) 

What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul, in life and in death – to my faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has 

set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that 

not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all 

things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy 

Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from 

now on to live for him. 
 

*HYMN                                                 Amazing Grace                                                    #649 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Begin Prayer Time with O Lord, Hear My Prayer (#471)) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

(End Prayer Time with O Lord, Hear My Prayer (#471)) 
 

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS                                                                                       

 Opportunities to serve this week 

 People have offered to help families, such as making trips to the grocery store. 

If you are interested in providing, or receiving, such aid, contact the church 

office. office@fpcsalina.org  

 Invitation to Give  

         https://www.fpcsalina.org/give  
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING    
 

OFFERTORY                              
 

*DOXOLOGY                We Lift Our Voices (We Are an Offering)                                  #710 
We lift our voices; we lift our hands;  

We lift our lives up to you: We are an offering. 
Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; 

 

Lord, use our lives; they are yours: we are an offering.  
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,  

we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices;  
We lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you:  

we are an offering; We are an offering. 

https://www.fpcsalina.org/give


 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SENT OUT TO BEAR GOD’S WORD IN THE WORLD 
 

SENDING HYMN                        Arise Your Light Is Come                                             #744 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

    

A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 
(Psalm 27:1) 

  
                Franklin Roosevelt, in his first inaugural address in 1933, told Americans in the 

depth of the Great Depression, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself – nameless 

unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into 

advance.” That certainly fits in these days, too, doesn’t it? 

  

The Bible reminds us that some fear – such as a reverential fear and awe of God – 

is healthy. But when that fear becomes paralyzing, it begins to shake our resolve and our 

faith. Psalm 27 tells us that faith in the Lord does not spare God’s servants from fear or 

difficulties. It equips them to live with courage and hope despite those difficulties – not 

paralyzed in fear over what may come. 

  

In this Day of Coronavirus, in this Age of Anxiety, in the presence of threat, of 

fear, we dare in faith to believe in a Lord of protection and deliverance. The psalm also 

suggests that the opposite of faith is not so much doubt as it is paralyzing fear. The 

determining factor is trust in God’s presence. At the Transfiguration, the disciples fell to 

the ground, overcome by fear, when they heard God’s voice. Of what were they afraid? 

As we seek to discern the voice of God and our path through these difficult and uncertain 

days, do we need to confront fear, too? 

 

By: Rev. Dr. Carlie Smith 
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