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“Year’s end is neither an
end nor a beginning but a

going on, with all the
wisdom that experience

can instill in us.” 
—Hal Borland
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FPC Staff

Transitional Pastor
Rev. Dr. T. Ewen Holmes
ewen@fpcsalina.org

Children’s Ministry
Heidi Paquin, Children's Ministry
Director
heidi@fpcsalina.org
 ~Britton Zuccarelli, CE Assistant
 ~Briana Dundon, Nursery Caregiver

Youth Ministry
Haley Grabast,Youth Ministry
Director
haley@fpcsalina.org
 
Music
Dr. Richard Koshgarian, 
Music Director 
richard@fpcsalina.org  

Angie Koshgarian, Organist   
angie@fpcsalina.org
 
Office 
Melanie Dennis, 
Church Administrator   
melanie@fpcsalina.org

Nicole Olson, Administrative & 
Communications Coordinator
nicole@fpcsalina.org
 
Facility   
Steve Fowler, Lead Custodian/
Maintenance Technician
steve@fpcsalina.org 

PERSONALS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Charley Weathers will celebrate his 91st birthday on January 20.
Helen Smutz will celebrate her 97th birthday on January 25.

CONGRATULATIONS
A daughter, Ella Jane, was born November 11 to Roger "Danny" &
Emily Struble, Iowa City, Iowa. Grandparents are Jane & Tom
Gates.

IN MEMORIAM
Garry Montre, a member of the congregation since 2007, passed
away December 5. Sympathy is extended to his wife, Sandie, their
son, Jeff, daughter, Heather and three granddaughters: Reagan,
Madison & Sierra.
Ann Jett, a member of the congregation since 1973, passed away
December 19. Sympathy is extended to her sons, Kirk (Denise),
Charles (Beverly), Andrew, & Tom (Melinda); her grandchildren:
Carson Ann, Harrison, Cade & Sarita.
Nancy Linville,  a member of the congregation since 1984, passed
away December 23. Sympathy is extended to her husband,
Aubrey, their daughter Kathi, their son Rich (Karen); 7
grandchildren: David (Megan), Matt (Jaime), Phillip (Haley),
Meghan, Missy, Becky, & Bud; 7 great grandchildren: Ryan, Anna,
Caleb, Hailey, Adam, Caroline & Jack. 

SYMPATHY 
Is extended to the family of John Hawley, Earlysville, VA, who
passed away December 12. John, son of Dr. Bernard & Jeanne
Hawley, grew up in the Salina FPC congregation. Dr. Hawley was
senior pastor here from 1965 to 1987. John is survived by his
mother, Jeanne, his sister, Diane, and brothers, Steve and Jim.
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Dear Friends in Christ:
     It’s always appropriate after the Christmas season to recall what it means to be in a relationship with the
Christ. For some, the question comes down to referring to Isaiah’s description of the Messiah and asking, “What
does he mean about ‘Wonderful Counselor’?”
     Even though it was 800 years before Jesus’ birth, Isaiah was encouraging Israel not to give up on the coming
of God’s Chosen One, which is something we must continue to do each and every day! At his writing, it was a
tumultuous time for Israel. The Assyrian army had invaded Israel and was taking people into captivity. It was a
very bleak time for the people; yet Isaiah is saying, don’t lose hope in God. He then goes on to say that a child will
be born to fulfill the Davidic Covenant, and he would be given the titles “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)
     So, when Isaiah refers to the Messiah as “Wonderful Counselor,” he is implying that this Chosen One of God
won’t be completely understood or appreciated by the people because the Messiah is literally
“incomprehensible” to us, yet will still cause us to be “full of wonder.” 
     Having just celebrated Jesus’ birth, the wonder that we read about and sing of is there, but we need to
consciously look for it! This wonder that we attach to Jesus is contained in his life! The signs of it are witnessed
in his grace, love, acceptance, compassion, forgiveness, and all the other qualities attached to him. He shows us
these qualities of wonder in his everyday life and in his acceptance of those who are in the margins of life. Sitting
with the unwelcomed, the imprisoned, and the disempowered of society are also signs of his wonder! And for us,
as his followers, we’re to embody those very characteristics and embrace those same people in the margins, for
that is what followers of Jesus Christ do!
     The next word in this particular title is “Counselor,” and that speaks of a thoughtful and wise listener. For a
counselor to be great, she/he must have still waters running deep within us. It means we are to be calm and
present observers, who seek to be a non-anxious presence for others to confide in. It means we’re to have
empathy for the other person, whether we agree or disagree with them. It means we’re to try to the best of our
abilities to step out of what society expects and step into what Christ wants from us!
     Every year at this time, we begin to think about New Year Resolutions, even though we always break them
before the end of the month. May I suggest that this new year we not make any resolutions, but simply try to
genuinely replicate the “Wonderful Counselor” we so highly esteem, and to try to encounter friends and
strangers alike in a manner that reflects this Chosen One of God’s that we identify as the Christ!

    
    May the birth of the Christ Child be with you,

THOUGHTS FROM EWEN

T. Ewen Holmes
Transitional Minister
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For six weeks during the fall, First Presbyterian Lawrence facilitated an anti-
racism forum, entitled Awakening to Structural Racism. Ten individuals
throughout the presbytery, including Chandra Cooper, participated in the primer
coursework and weekly discussions alongside curriculum creator and former GA
Moderator Rick Ufford-Chase. Rick’s  observational presence was to assess subject
material and receive experiential feedback to further adapt the course content for
Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary’s Justice Foundation Series.  The
coursework is meant to be a faith-based primer to help sort out the theological
questions around systems of white supremacy and to prepare a participant to be a
more effective ally in dismantling structural racism.  The Awakening to Structural
Racism block and its five foundation courses were built on content created for the
online Matthew 25 Pilot Courses, offered in August 2020 in the context of the
uprisings that swept the country in the wake of the murders of Ahmaud Arbery,
Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd.

ASR Foundation themes include
•Matthew 25 and Awakening to Whiteness
•The legacy of white supremacy in American Christianity and doing our own work
•Intersectionality and Oppression
•PCUSA governance structures and white supremacy in organizations
•Nice white parents and words are not sufficient in dismantling structural racism

First Presbyterian Lawrence hopes to facilitate future presbytery-wide
opportunities to participate in the foundational work of Awakening to Structural
Racism.  In the meantime, anyone interested in becoming a more effective ally in
anti-racism movement can register for the course online as an individual Learning
Partner at  https://www.jcsts.org/justice-foundations .  Course fee for individuals
through JCSTS is on an income-based sliding scale beginning at $40 for those with
annual incomes over $30,000.

Awakening to 

Structural Racism 

Coursework Forum
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On behalf of the FBI
children, I would like to
wish you all a safe and

joyous New Year!

The children spent December
creating Christmas crafts. Some of
the items they made were posted
on a bulletin board near the
elevator. Hopefully, you were able
to enjoy their work. The kids really
had a great time creating crafts
and memories together. We
celebrated Christmas with a little
party on December 15, 2021. The
children watched the movie Star
about the birth of Jesus, while
enjoying popcorn and a cupcake.

FBI

UPDATE
by Heidi Paquin

I would like to thank Betty Norman
for all her time over the years

supporting our FBI children. She
has decided to step away from

volunteering with FBI at this time.
She indicated that she has

volunteered with FBI for 9 years.
She is truly loved by the children. I

have only known Betty for a few
short months, but she has been so

incredibly helpful and I am very
thankful for her insight and

support. She will be missed, but I
know she is only a phone call away.

FBI children have been encouraged
to bring a friend to our January 19,
2022 class. We are excited to host

this event.

When the children return from Christmas break they will
begin another unit in the Follow Me series. We will start the

unit titled “Confess.”  In this unit we learn about what it
means to walk on God’s path. We will also discuss the choices
and actions we take in staying on God’s path for us; and how

to find our way back when we have gone astray. 
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AROUND

A Successful Cantata
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Gave approval for the 2022 Renewal Contract with Rev. T. Ewen
Holmes.
Set January 30, 2022 as the FPC Salina annual meeting.
Elected Randy Graham as 2022 Clerk of Session.
Elected Bob Salem as 2022 Treasurer.
Approved 2022 communion dates (first Sunday of each month, weekly
at Midweek Manna and every other month at Presbyterian Manor).
Received reports from the Pastor, Deacons, Trustees and standing
committees.
Gave recognition to outgoing Session members Chandra Cooper and
Jamie Hall. 
Welcomed Margaret Wyatt to join the Session as a member of the
class of 2024 and Jan Denning as a member of the class of 2022. 

Session Snipits:

THE CHURC
H
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The Stewardship Committee is concluding the campaign drive for
2022. We wish to thank everyone that pledged for the coming year.
Every dollar helps the church continue funding the church staff,
building costs and the many outreach programs in our community,
country and world.

You have pledged $385,592 this year. It will be a little short of our goal. We
do not feel we will need to cut any of our programs. Based on our projected
budget, we should be able to fund the shortage with our reserves.

There is still time to pledge this year. Please contact the church office or
let one of the Stewardship Committee members know and we will get your
pledge in for 2022. We would like to have all the pledges in before the
Budget Committee meets the first week of January.

Thank you,

Stewardship Committee members,

Terry Bakker, Portia Bakker, Randy Graham, Caroline Wedel, John Knutson
Church staff - Melody Dennis, Dr. Ewen Holmes



Amy Blackim
Amber Renfro
Joan Soltis
Jordan Zuccarelli
Todd Davidson
Ella Payne
Dale Hanson
Tom Wilson
Mary Exline
Katelyn Rupe
Portia Bakker
Kadyn Cobb

Sara Johnston
Charley Weathers
Cooper Cobb
Thomas Fredrickson
Ann Neumann
Rob Exline
Bob Salem
Zach Griffith
Helen Smutz
Sissy Morrison
Tom Winkler
Kendi Carlgren

First Presbyterian Church
308 S 8th Street

PO Box 585
Salina, KS 67401
785-825-0226

Sunday Service at 10:00 am
Radio Broadcast: KINA 910 AM or 107.5 FM

Facebook.com/fpcsalinaks
www.fpcsalina.org
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1:00pm, Youth Party
10:00am, Communion Worship with Don Schroeder
After Worship, Un-Decorate Party
5:00pm, CYYA Committee
6:15pm, God Squad
3:45pm, FBI/FBI-in-Training
4:00pm, Worship Committee
6:30pm, Choir Practice
7:00am, HeBrews
10:00am, Worship with Bob Frasier
3:00pm, PNC
6:00pm, Bible Study - What My Grandmothers Taught Me
5:30pm, SJM
6:15pm, God Squad
3:45pm, FBI/FBI-in-Training
6:30pm, Choir Practice
7:00am, HeBrews
10:00am, Worship with Ewen Holmes
5:15pm, Session
5:30pm, Deacons
6:15pm, God Squad
3:45pm, FBI/FBI-in-Training
5:15pm, Midweek Manna
6:30pm, Choir Practice
7:00am, HeBrews
5:00pm, Adult Ed Committee
10:00am, Worship with Ewen Holmes
6:15pm, God Squad
3:45pm, FBI/FBI-in-Training
5:15pm, Midweek Manna
6:30pm, Choir Practice
7:00am, HeBrews
12:00pm, Trustees
10:00am, Worship with Ewen Holmes
Annual Congregational Meeting
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2022
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