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Jonathan Edwards, a great minister in the 1740s, witnessed amazing revivals. He saw great church growth, people
coming to faith in Christ, and communities begin to get transformed. He also
noticed that revivals always slowed down and the growth stagnated. In his
book Thoughts on the New England Revival Edwards reflected on the decline
and came to the conclusion that it was pride that killed revivals – that pride
kills spiritual growth. He came up with a number of ways that you can
recognize pride in yourself – here are three:
1. A proud heart is sure of every point of its beliefs. He says a proud heart
cannot tell the difference between a major and a minor point. A proud heart
argues for every one of its convictions. Edwards says that there are many
passages in the Scripture about the big beliefs (the deity of Christ, authority
of the Bible, etc.). He says there are also a lot of other beliefs that are really
inferences and implications, based on just a couple of Scripture texts. He says
one of the marks of a proud person is they argue about everything. They act like, “If any one of my beliefs goes down, then
everything falls apart.” He says the mark of a proud heart is quick to argue and is not teachable.
2. A proud heart enjoys confronting or avoids confronting, but doesn’t ever confront with tears. A proud heart loves
to confront because it can say, “Aha! I caught you. See, I know I’m better than you.” On the other hand, a proud heart also
refuses to be in conflict, because it cannot take any anger in return. A proud heart does not in any way want any criticism
back – it absolutely can’t take it. Edwards would say that a humble heart speaks the truth in love and confronts with
tears, at least on the inside.
3. A proud heart is always unhappy with its life. Edwards says another mark of a proud heart is that you are always
griping about how your life is going. He says when bad things happen, a humble heart says, “Well, I sure didn’t want this
to happen, but maybe the Lord knows best.” A proud heart is so sure you know what is best that when things go wrong,
you’re ticked … all the time. The only way you can always be angry is to
keep questioning, “Why is this happening and why is that happening?” A
questioner like this is just sure that they know more than God about how
things should be. Therefore, Edwards says, there’s nothing more relaxing
than humility. There’s nothing more relaxing than to say, “Well, I trust that
you know best.”
Let Edwards help you perform a little heart check on yourself in this area
and then be encouraged by how the book of James holds up humility as a
valued virtue!
“Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position.” (James
1:9) ~~ “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. (James 3:13) ~~ “But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” (James 4:6) ~~ “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you
up.” (James 4:10)
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Comforting the Grieving

Serving God as
Associate Pastor

Naturally when someone loses a loved one, especially if the loss is sudden, they find themselves overwhelmed
with pain and consumed with thoughts about the person who is no longer with them. These thoughts, along with
the inevitable upwelling of emotions, make the words of the Psalmist, “the sorrows of death surround me” (Psalm
18:4) all too real to them.
As friends to those who are grieving, we feel as if we
should say something or do something to fix the
situation. So we struggle to find that one-liner that will
take away their sorrows and make them feel better. In
reality though, such platitudes only serve to make us
feel better, giving us the feeling that we have tried our
best to comfort them and that’s all we can do. I don’t
know if you do the same thing, but when I read the
beatitude from Matthew chapter five verse four,
“blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted”, I do so as if that comforting is a one-time
thing received during the initial stages of grief.
Nothing could be further from the truth however;
there is no one-time comforting for anyone
experiencing grief.
Let’s be honest, none of us are naturals when it
comes to comforting the grieving. We find ourselves
inept and instead of being able to see things from their
perspective and feel their pain, we feel only our own
frustration coupled with the hope that they will have
pulled themselves together by the next time we see
them. We want them to find closure and we want them
to find it quickly. But is there really such a thing as
closure for those who have lost someone significant, or
is the notion of it just as unhelpful as our platitudes
and one-time attempts to give comfort?
When we think of closure we are usually thinking of
it as a goal to shoot for, as if its arrival signals the end
of the grieving process, when the giant hole left by the
one who is gone closes over. It would be nice for
everyone if that was how grief worked, but
unfortunately it doesn’t. If we really want to help a
grieving friend, we should let go of the notion of
closure and embrace a different approach, an
approach that acknowledges the ongoing and everchanging nature of grief. Helping them integrate their
experience into their life going forward will remove
the pressure to return to ‘normal’ and validate that
they are forever changed by having loved someone
and lost them.

This approach involves little more than listening
and asking questions as they share memories and talk
about their struggle with grief. Doing these simple
things will confirm the depth of their grief and keep
their love alive for the one who is gone. Our availability
and presence will provide the ongoing comfort and
support they need. We really don’t have to say
anything much and we certainly don’t need to try to
fix them. Most of all we should remove any timeline
from the grieving process. Trying to rush any course
of healing usually only prolongs both the injury and
the pain.
All of that said, there will however come a day of
closure for those who grieve, not brought on by
anything we do or say but by God himself at the end of
all things. It is the day when, “He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.” (Revelation 21:4) Let the knowledge that this
day will come lift the pressure off your shoulders. Just
be there for those who are grieving and leave the
healing of their heart in the hands of God.
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Spirit of the Age
by Robin Maguire, Lorie Skaper-Burtch & Lynn Grills

Next Steps
Central

“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God
gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:6-7 (ESV)
Have you noticed that there seems to be a spirit of fear,
anxiety and even anger or hostility in our world today?

in this spirit of fear? As Christians, how do we
overcome fear and respond in this age?

The term “spirit of the age” is defined as the “dominant
set of ideals and beliefs that motivate the actions of
the members of a society in a particular period of
time.” Paul refers to this in Ephesians 2:1-2, “And you
were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at
work in the sons of disobedience .....” (see Ephesians
2:1-10).

Charles Price expressed in his March 17 devotional that,
“the Gospel does not merely attack the symptoms, but
goes to the root cause, the corruptness of the human
heart. It works first in changing our hearts which will
change our outlook. In the course of time, what is
changed on the inside will be expressed on the
outside, and eventually change ‘the spirit of the age’.
This is why the Church of Jesus Christ is not called to
social campaigns as its primary function. .... This is why
the priority of the Christian Church is and must be the
proclamation of the Gospel.”

Each age transitions into and influences the next.
Historically speaking, the age we are currently living in
is called “post-modernism” which is generally
characterized by a focus on: feelings, wants, rights and
entitlements; moral relativism (personal “truth” rather
than absolute truth); love of celebrity; political
correctness, where, for example, disagreement is now
called “hate” and suppresses freedom of speech;
Islamic supremacy and terrorism (political and violent
jihad); debates about climate change and immigration;
religious equivalence, with an increasing disdain for
Christianity at the same time; unstable worldwide
economy. All of this seems to inspire a spirit of fear,
anxiety and hostility.
Within the Church (body of Christ) in general, we see
prophecy being fulfilled by a “falling away” from the
basic truths of God and His Word: biblical illiteracy (our
culture no longer has a basic grounding), “soft” or false
teaching and compromise, a desire for entertainment,
lack of understanding about God’s good purpose for
trials and testing, and more. In studies of Revelation 2
and 3, the Church today is likened to the Laodicean
church in Christ’s seventh letter (Revelation 3:14-22) —
lukewarm!
Today our “salt” is less effective and our “light”
growing dim. Satan — the prince of the power of the
air, of darkness, of principalities, of lies — is at work in
the world and in the Church; he always has been. It’s a
bit of a chicken-and-egg question: has the world
become so chaotic and hostile because the Church has
lost its transforming influence, or has the Church lost
its relevance and reflection of Christ by conforming to
the world? Are we, as God’s saved children, also living

If we are to be the salt and light that Christ works and
shines through....if we are to help each other and our
“neighbour” to dispel the fear and anxiety as God
completes His plan, we can make the effort to: know
and trust our God through His Word and prayer; know
our spiritual and worldly enemies, putting on the
armour that God gives us (Ephesians 6:10-18); know
our own faith and where we stand for endurance in
times of trial and testing. At the same time, we can get
to know (or re-examine what we assume we know)
about secular and religious history of past ages,
comparing the lives (example) of the founders of
religions as well as the official texts, to help us
recognize “stumbling blocks” that we can speak into.
Some relevant verses and passages that can help with
our perspective include: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 A Time for
Everything; Matthew 10:16, “Behold, I am sending you
out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves.” (see verses 12-20); Romans 8:15,
“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”; Romans 12:18, “If
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with
all. ” (see verses 17-19); 1 Peter 3:15, “but in your hearts
honour Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to
make a defence to anyone who asks you for a reason for
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect,” (see verses 14-16).
Dangerous prayers are needed in this age. God loves to
hear us pray His Word and Promises back to Him, in
praise and love!
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Our Trip to Haiti by Rhonda & Daylene Free
In March this year, Daylene and I accompanied Mandy and her three kids to Haiti to make her trip there a little

easier. Mandy had asked Daylene if she’d like to go to help her out and then Shane and I thought it would be a
good idea if I went along as well so that Daylene wouldn’t have to make the trip back to Calgary on her own. The
kids are great little travelers and everything went quite smoothly.
While we were there, we helped with the kids
around the house. Josiah and Tahlia were sick with
colds and fevers so they needed lots of cuddle time.
Ricot and Mandy were even able to go out on a lunch
date, by themselves, without the kids — I think they
were pretty excited about that!
Daylene and I brought down colouring kits to
colour Easter eggs as well as some chocolate treats for
the kids who come to the Kids Club at Decision Church.
We boiled many eggs (about 150) to get ready for the
youth to colour them on Good Friday. Then early on
Saturday, Daylene, Suzanne (a missionary from
Germany who is involved with Kids Club) and I went to
the property and hid all the eggs for the kids to go find
later that morning. It was a lot of fun to see the kids in
action — they were very excited!
While there, we visited with some other
missionaries who run a mission based on sports,
particularly volleyball. They have professional teams
come down and compete, as well as summer camps. It
is a beautiful property right on the ocean and it would
appear to be a very successful mission.
Mandy was invited to a ladies missionary tea one
afternoon so Daylene and I went along. Suzanne (who I
spoke of earlier), Mandy, Daylene, myself and the kids
went. It was really nice to meet some other

missionaries who are doing amazing work in Haiti as
well. There is a group of these missionaries who live
close together on top of a hill — looking down, it was
so green and lush, so many trees. It was beautiful.
I also helped Ricot teach a group of ladies how to
bake pumpkin muffins (which is quite funny, because if
you know me, I’m not much of a baker). The muffins
turned out great with the help of Suze, who is Ricot
and Mandy’s cook. The ladies loved them and were
very appreciative.
Decision Church has had a Crusade during Easter
week for the past four years, and every night they have
lots of music, singing and preaching. We were
fortunate enough to go on Saturday night and
experience this. The Haitian people really know how to
worship!
We were able to spend an afternoon at the beach.
The beaches are absolutely stunning. The water is so
clear and warm. The kids loved the water and the sand.
This was our second time to Haiti. Daylene and I
went with a team in 2013. We both feel very blessed to
have had this opportunity, and to be able to help
Mandy out on her way down to be reunited with her
husband again. We see the great work that Ricot and
his family are doing in Haiti and the impact it has on so
many Haitians.
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Ladies' Spring Tea
Spring sprung in a big way at Oak Park Church on April 23rd as 70 ladies of all ages gathered to enjoy our Spring
Tea Fundraiser for Heart for Home Mission in Haiti. Everything was delightful: from the decor (the tea cup flower
arrangements were beautiful), to the delicate and tasty fare worthy of tea at Downton Abby; entertainment
(lovely singing by Mareesa and Dawn); sparkling jewelry for sale; and over 40 fabulous auction items.
A big "Thank You" to the leadership team of Dawn Driediger, Terri Flegel and Lynn Grills, and all those who
helped out in many ways, from baking to ticket sales, donating auction items, putting together auction baskets,
even stacking chairs and rolling away tables.
This afternoon was a success in many ways, and the cream on top of the scone was the $3,100.00 we raised for
Heart for Home! How awesome is that!!
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Summer Plans for KidsPark
Here is what will be happening for the kids at Oak Park in the coming months:
May 14 — Px5 6-8pm
May 28 — Family Fiesta, 5-8pm
June 24 — Camp Out at the Church (sleepover) — watch for details
July 3 - August 5 — Pine Lake Christian Camp for various age groups (see posters and camp's website for details).
NOTE: Mrs D will be a leader at Rookie Camp, August 2-5
August 10, 17, 24, 31 — Wednesday Friend's Day from 10am-2pm — watch for details
NOTE: There will not be a VBS program at Oak Park this summer. Several other churches are offering "Cave Quest
VBS", including South Calgary Community Church in Cedarbrae which will run from July 18 to 22 (register online at
www.southcalgary2.org)

Saturday, May 14, 2016 6 – 8pm
Visit oakpark.ca/events for more details
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DANGEROUS PRAYERS
New teaching series

learn & grow
in skill & passion
for worship & music

- June
May 22

12 - J u

ne 26
Grade 7–12
Leaders:
our next
generation

Visit oakpark.ca/events for more details

Monday May 16th at Noon
Visit oakpark.ca/events for more details
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Men’s Retreat 2016
Pine Lake Christian Camp June 3rd – 5th
Visit oakpark.ca/events for more details
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General Offering for April 2016

TRANSPORTATION

$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
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$20,000
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OR THE O
FFICE

$15,000
$10,000

Are you able to offer someone a ride to church on
Sunday mornings, or know someone in need of a ride?

$0
Actual $31,202

Budget $29,500

Visit oakpark.ca/ministries/other for more details

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park has its own app? Download
to your smartphone or tablet to easily access online
sermons, events and the pastor's blog. You can also
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone:

403.251.5150

Fax:

403.281.9822

e-mail:

office@oakpark.ca

www.oakpark.ca

