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Farewell

Serving God as
Associate Pastor Worship Arts

Well, it’s been two years now since Kahra and I moved to Calgary. It only seems like yesterday that we felt the call
to full time ministry, we took a leap of faith, the Oak Park family took a leap of faith, and the rest is history. God
has been faithful these two years, he has provided, he has encouraged, he has strengthened and he has matured
us as we walked together. We have journeyed through much with this community; we have endured ups and
downs. We have known the blessings and provision of God in a deep way here in Calgary; it is here that we were
blessed with our sweet baby Hannah.
Since arriving in Calgary, Pastor Steve and I often
talked about the future. I confided in him often about
what was on our heart. We often conversed about
how I was feeling the call to do ministry back in my
hometown of Windsor Ontario. Kahra and I were born
there, we know the culture and we desired to raise our
family there. We were never hasty or impulsive, we
didn’t try to force a move; we knew what was on our
heart but knew we were at Oak Park for a season.
Recently, I was offered a senior pastor role in
Windsor at the church that my wife grew up in. We
didn’t apply, we didn’t seek this out. The pastor of the
church, 84 years of age, asked for a meeting with Kahra
and I while we were in Windsor during the Christmas
break. It was then that he offered us the position. We
didn’t jump on it, we prayed about it and sought
counsel. After much deliberation and prayer, we
concluded that this was a good move for our family.
We would be moving back home, our sweet baby
Hannah would grow up around family and last but not
least, God was confirming what he had put in our heart
quite a while ago.
Certainly we will miss this church family. But we
feel blessed to have been a part of what God is doing
at 11263 Oakfield Drive. We have felt loved; we have
made lifelong friends and have learned so much. I
would especially like to thank Pastor Steve for his
mentorship; he has poured in to my life a great deal.
He has imparted wisdom, truth and grace. I’m sure we
will being seeing much of each other as the years pass.

As our family transitions we will not neglect the
relationships that have been forged in love at
this church.
March 27th, Easter Sunday, will be our last service as
Oak Park members, but we would be remiss if we
didn’t discern this calming reality: there is no distance
in the Spirit. The same God that is moving in Calgary
will no doubt move in Windsor. And if we are
connected to the body of Christ, then we will forever
be connected to one another. Please cover us with
your prayers during this time of transition. We love
you and will miss you all greatly.
With love,
Christopher, Kahra-lyn and Hannah
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by Martin Hosier

A Better Approach to
Conflict Resolution

Serving God as
Associate Pastor

I think it is true to say that conflict is an inevitable part of being human, with the likelihood of it increasing as we
broaden our circle of relationships. Nevertheless, while conflict is something we face relatively often, that doesn’t
mean we have become proficient at dealing with it. In fact often the opposite is true. Instead of handling conflict
with growing competency, we tend to keep approaching it the same old way, sometimes with disastrous
consequences. Usually when things go bad it is because we have viewed conflict as a ‘me versus you’ thing, with
the emphasis on ‘me’. With hurts and offences stimulating the part of the brain that controls our fight or flight
response, conflict often sends us into self-protection mode.
Before we consider a better way to handle conflict,
let’s take a look at some common approaches that
have time and time again proven to be ineffective:

1.

The eye-for-an-eye approach, where the
offended party takes revenge, with the goal of
doing to the other person the same thing that
was done to them.

2.

The dig-in-the-heels approach, where one
party stubbornly refuses to give the other even
the slightest fraction of an inch.

3.

The bottle-it-up approach, where the
offended party says nothing yet continues to
harbour the grievance in his or her heart,
telling everyone about the offence except the
person that offended them.

4.

The lord-over approach, where one party
tries to settle the matter by pulling rank over or
bullying the other.

5.

The passive-aggressive approach, where
one party tries to control the other by giving
them the silent treatment or walking out on
them.

The reason these approaches to conflict resolution
are ineffective is because they are one-sided. They
focus on me and my hurt instead of us and our shared
problem; they see conflict as a chance for conquest
instead of an opportunity for relationship building; and
they fail to recognize the truth that conflicts are best
resolved when approached as a partnership.
When we approach conflict resolution as a shared
responsibility rather than a battle, a number of good
things result: resolutions are reached that satisfy both
the individual and the shared needs of the parties
involved, the relationship is strengthened rather than
weakened, and all sides gain valuable resolution skills
that can be applied to future conflicts.

Not surprisingly, Jesus gave us the best advice on
how to effectively handle conflict in Matthew chapter
18, verses 15-17. Firstly, he said that the parties
involved should try to work it out between themselves.
This is best done on neutral ground and in a public
setting like a coffee shop, and at a time when emotions
have had a chance to settle down. Secondly, in the
event that the above has not worked, an unbiased
third party should be invited to mediate between the
parties. This could be a mutual friend or anyone else
whose heart is to see the relationship restored. Finally,
if all else has failed, and only after the first two steps
have been tried repeatedly, the conflict should be
brought to the attention of the church Elders – again,
only with the goal of resolution and restoration of the
relationship, not to assign blame.
The most important thing in any conflict is to climb
over the wall of hostility that naturally builds and see
things from the other person’s perspective. Only then,
and only by following the example Jesus gave us, can
we reach a resolution that brings restoration to the
relationship.
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault,
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector." (Matthew 18:15-17)
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Janette Mack Spiers (1943-2016)
What the Psalmist understood about himself we understand about Janette.
God created her inmost being; He knit her together in her mother’s womb.
She was fearfully and wonderfully made; her frame was not hidden from
God when she was made in the secret place. When she was woven together
in the depths of the earth, God’s eyes saw her unformed body. All the days
ordained for her were written in God’s book before one of them came to be.
(Psalm 139)
Janette didn’t just happen. She came into this
world, having been put together by God to make a
difference in the lives of others for God. God stitched
her DNA together intentionally and with great joy. And
God smiled at what He had created and saw that she
was very good! “AYE! SMASHING!” (Genesis 1:31)
While she walked on this earth God was celebrating
her. Imagine a young, pony-tailed girl in the Scottish
countryside; playing and giggling with God himself
laughing along (Zephaniah 3:17) celebrating the fresh
beauty and innocence of what He made!
Think of that day when, in the most real centre of
her heart, she came back to her Creator and welcomed
Grace in. God rejoiced and declared, “This Janette is
my beloved daughter, in her I am well pleased.” (Mark
1:11)
God continued to celebrate her in the mundane
and the memorable of life. He celebrated on her
wedding day, on the day she gave birth to John and
Richard and Sam and yes, even in 1971, when she and
Bill watched her beloved Calgary Stampeders win
the Grey Cup and Bill leaped into the air and put his
hands through the ceiling tiles! God was there too,
celebrating with Janette’s celebration.
He was there when she hurt. He was present when
relationships became difficult, when she disappointed
herself and others. When life was hard and when loved
ones passed away – in her loneliest moments and
darkest nights – He was always there.
He was there while Janette loved others, and her
laughter and accent and stories brought hope to many.
When she baked muffins and had Bill deliver them to
her Pastor’s family every Saturday morning for seven
years (some of my children never knew Janette’s name,
only that she was married to the Muffin Man). When
she noticed single parents in need and sent them
meals, when her example helped bring her husband to

faith in Christ, when the best in her shone forth, God
was pleased with what He had made. “Aye! Well done
my child!” (Matthew 25:21)
And when she sinned – in her most un-god-like
moments – when she was farthest from being the
person God had created – in that exact moment, God
looked at her and made the greatest statement ever
made about Janette Mack Speirs, “I will give my son to
die for her that she might be forgiven. My son will be
resurrected that she might never die. This is what she
is worth to Me!” (Romans 5:6-8)
Then the weekend came for her to move from this
world to the next. She walked to the end of this earth’s
road – and He was there too. Her True Father, awaiting
her arrival, arms extended He ran to her, embraced and
kissed her, wrapped her in robes of righteousness and
said, “Welcome home my Child!” (Luke 15:20-24)
Home indeed. Not Calgary, not Scotland, but her
true home, the place where all her longings for love,
wholeness, and peace are finally and completely filled.
To tell her story is to tell of how she has gone from
God’s intimate embrace before she was born to God’s
intimate embrace forevermore. Her soul and spirit
finally rest.
Today we join God to celebrate Janette and say
about her with confidence, “Neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate her from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)
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Graceland Ministries, Poland
At the Volunteer Appreciation Potluck on Sunday February 28th, the Missions Committee presented a short video
showcasing four of the six missions that are supported through our Undesignated Missions Fund giving from the
weekly offering. The four ministries included were Graceland Ministries, Wycliffe Bible Translators (Terry Scruggs),
Pioneer Bible Translators (Norm Weatherhead) and Health Care Plus (Paul and Mary Davis). Alberta Bible College and
Pine Lake Camp are the other two ministries supported by our Undesignated Missions Fund giving.
In this month’s Missions Ministry update, we’d like
to provide you with a little more information about
Graceland Ministries, led by Colette Ladan and Jay
Bowyer. Graceland is an outreach English ministry
located in Kraków, Poland. Colette and Jay teach
English to adults, teens and kids using Bible-based ESL
curriculum.
But Graceland is more than just an English school; it
is a community within the community. The classrooms
and the Espresso Yourself Café provide environments
where authetic relations develop naturally. Spiritual
content in the curriculum provides ample opportunity
to speak openly and freely about the Bible and about
students’ reationships with God, all while focusing on
current and relevant topics for the group.
In Jay’s words, here is the story of how Sequoia,
their church community ministry, came into being.
“Graceland came to Kraków nine years ago to
support a church planter who had been struggling for
18 months. He had no new people and only a few
disgruntled Christians from other churches (eight
people total). Graceland opened up the language
school as the entryway into the community. After 18
months together, the church planter realized he wasn't
an entrepreneur and left. His second in command took
over as the lead guy and after 24 months, with the help
of two mentors and Colette teaching him how to plan
sermons and Bible studies, he realized he wasn't the

lead guy either and left, telling the 12 believers to go
and worship elsewhere. Colette and I wondered what
on EARTH the Lord was doing? Two foreign women, no
Polish leadership, but all of these hungry Polish souls at
Graceland! So, we began Sequoia by invitation only –
eight people for dinner and Bible study. After a year,
THEY ASKED if we could add in a time of singing, and
just a couple of weeks ago, they asked for more prayer
time. This little community has grown from the ground
up in understanding of what their souls need. Sequoia
is now close to 30 people, with an average of 20 who
meet every second Friday for a meal, singing, Bible
study and prayer together. This gives us GREAT hope
that no matter how desperate a situation looks, the
LORD is in charge and HE will build HIS church!
Graceland continues have strong outreach into the
community and currently has 110 students in classes,
24 of them are in The Story Bible study classes."
Visit their website at www.gracelandministries.com
to learn more about Colette and Jay, and the work they
are doing with the students at Graceland. There is
information on how you can get involved here at home
– corresponding with students, befriending students
on Facebook, partnering with the ministry in financial
and prayer support – and maybe even visiting to lend a
hand (they’ve had more than 350 guests, interns and
short-term teams who have visited them in Poland,
contributing in many different ways).
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Awesome! Wonderful! To first recognize that life is in the blood (Leviticus 17:11) and forgiveness is in shedding the blood of the perfect Lamb (Hebrews 9:19-28) ... then realize that the Temple, its contents and
sacrifices, and the seven Feasts of the Lord are physical symbols in the Old Testament of God's spiritual plan for
restoration that would be fulfilled through Christ. In the first three feasts: Passover is fulfilled in His
Crucifixion, Unleavened Bread in His Burial, and First Fruits in His Resurrection. These represent liberation
from slavery, first from Egypt, then from Satan and sin. (See Exodus 12, Leviticus 23, Numbers 9 and 28, and Deuteronomy
16. Also check out “The Messiah in the 7 Biblical Feasts” at www.luziusschneider.com for a scriptural comparison.)
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Let's Jump! by Wayne Martin

One of my favourite movies is Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. It’s a western, about two outlaws and their flight
from justice. At one point in the movie, a posse has been pursuing the pair for about three days. Butch and
Sundance have tried every trick in the book to shake them, but with no success. Finally, Butch and Sundance are
cornered on a high rock bluff with a deep river gorge behind them and the posse hidden in the rocks in front of
them. As the shots start to ring out, and bullets get closer to their mark, it looks like there is no way out. But all of a
sudden Butch brightens up and points to the river gorge behind them.
“I know what we’ll do,” he says, “We’ll jump.”
Sundance leans over the edge and looks down at
the river thundering along far below. “No. I want to
fight it out,” he says.
But Butch persists. He points out that they are
outnumbered, and out-gunned. There’s no way to
survive a shootout. But Sundance stubbornly resists
the idea of jumping. As the argument carries on, and
logic fails him, Sundance suddenly blurts out, “I can’t
swim.”
Butch stops in mid-sentence, and then breaks into
laughter, “Sundance,” he responds “the fall will
probably kill you.”
I always laugh when I hear that line. It’s certainly
not a common argument, but Butch makes a very
good point. What he is saying is, “Don’t worry about
what will happen when you get to the final destination. The journey has enough hazards of its own.”
Of course, movies are written more for entertainment than to teach us lessons, but I think there is a
good life analogy in that scene. For many of us, there
are problems or situations that have hounded us for
years. Just like Butch and Sundance, we’ve tried every
trick in the book but we can’t seem to shake them off. I
wonder if others feel, as I do sometimes, that I am
backed into a corner with no escape, while my
problems attack me in what I know is a losing battle.
The types of problems I’m referring to are never
simple ones with simple resolutions. No, these
problems almost always involve relationships,
attitudes, and feelings about ourselves and others. The
solutions we need to find are multi-levelled, longterm, and may involve several course corrections
along the way. The starting point is often unclear. Yes,
it’s easy to feel trapped.

Perhaps there is a way out though. But for many of
us, before we can even get started, we find ourselves
trying to figure out what is at the end of the path, or at
least, our perception of the end. We start to list all the
problems we may encounter when we arrive at our
destination, before we even attempt the first step of
corrective action. For me, I can often find myself
paralyzed, unable to move towards a resolution
because I am too focused on the unknown results of
arriving at the end.
Jesus gave some good advice to his disciples in
Matthew 6:34, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.”
I don’t think Jesus was talking about buying
groceries. Jesus understood that the problems that
pursue most of us are much more complex than
hunger, and the answers are not easy to find. The
resolution of these troubles could involve corrections
in several areas of our lives, require help from several
sources, and take place over a long period of time. Not
surprising then, that the path we must choose is filled
with unknown dangers and the final destination is
unclear. How easy it would be to just stay where we
are and do nothing at all, but I don’t believe that’s an
option. We can’t sit paralyzed with indecision and
let our problems overpower us. We need to take
corrective action.
Come on, let’s jump.
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Would you like to take some intentional steps to know God and His Word
better ... to deepen your relationship with our Lord?
Explore the history and layout of the Bible, study methods, how to
apply what you learn, and much more, through teaching, discussion,
study and application.
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General Offering for February 2016
$35,000
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Actual $23,647

Budget $30,000

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park has its own app? Download
to your smartphone or tablet to easily access online
sermons, events and the pastor's blog. You can also
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone:

403.251.5150

Fax:

403.281.9822

e-mail:

office@oakpark.ca

www.oakpark.ca

