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Have you ever spilt food down the front of your top or shirt? We’ve all done it at one time or another haven’t we?
It’s something we learn to do as babies when our parents start weaning us and we never quite seem to grow out
of it. At least I don’t!
For instance the other day I was slouching in one of
those ‘Poang’ Ikea chairs (the super comfortable and
flexible bent wood ones), eating mixed berries from a
bowl. While these chairs are ideally made for reclining
they are not that well suited to eating food from a
bowl, because the laid back posture creates too great
and treacherous a distance for a loaded spoon to safely
travel. You’ve probably already guessed what
happened next. Right around mid span from lip of
bowl to lip of mouth, a sizable drip of berry juice
wobbled over the edge of the spoon and landed on
my shirt – a light straw-coloured shirt at that. Looking
past my nose and scrunched up chin at the newly
minted and spreading red stain, my mind immediately
began to make a mental assessment of the value of the
shirt verses the effort required to get the stain out. It
didn’t take me very long to come to the conclusion
that it was, ‘an old shirt anyway’, and the likelihood of
getting the stain out was slim at best so… into the
garbage it went.
In many ways that berry juice stain on my shirt is a
good metaphor for the affects of sin. Like berry juice it
penetrates deep into the fibers of our soul leaving an
indelible mark. We may try to cover it up or deny that
it’s there but no matter how hard we try we have to
admit, it is humanly impossible to remove.
The Bible talks about the stain of sin in Isaiah 1:18,
where the Lord says to the nation of Israel, “Come
now, let us settle the matter. Though your sins are
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they are red as crimson, they shall be like
wool.” (NIV)
Unlike that shirt of mine, the people of Israel did have
value in the eyes of the Lord, even though they were
stained by years of sin and rebellion. And instead of
casting them away, he came near to them offering the
hope of being clean again.

“Your sins are like scarlet,” God says, and isn’t that
the truth? The things we do that we know we
shouldn’t do, the times we ignore God’s direction and
go our own way, and the transgressions of others
toward us all leave a mark on our souls. Like that white
terry-cloth bib our parents put on us the first time we
tried pureed food, our souls don’t stay clean for long.
By the time we are old enough to read and
comprehend this article we are well acquainted with
sin’s scarlet stain, and many of us are too ashamed and
too afraid to come near to God. After all he is the
Righteous Judge isn’t he?
But God’s invitation to “come now” is not for the
purpose of condemning, but for the purpose of
forgiving. He does not ask us to come so he can angrily
rub that stain in even deeper. He asks us to come so he
can lovingly remove it and make us “white as snow”
again. And while the invitation to “settle the matter”
sounds like a summons to enter into a two-party
negotiation with God, it isn’t that at all. It is purely and
simply a one-way exchange from the forgiver to the
forgiven.
I have since learned that my berry juice stained shirt
could have been saved with one of those ‘Tide to go’
pens, OxiClean, or some other magic laundry potion,
but it just wasn’t
worth it to me. Not
so with the people
of Israel and not so
with you either.
You are far too
valuable to God for
him to leave you
with that scarlet
stain. The next time
you hear his
invitation to “come
now, let us settle
the matter”, don’t
feel ashamed or

2

THE PARK BENCH · JUNE 2017

Afraid or Astonished?
For many people, especially those who have grown up in the church, the term
“following Jesus” is common language. We have heard about it in Sunday
School, sung about it in hymns and listened to countless sermons on the
subject. For the most part, the term “following Jesus” is used to mean “living a
Christian life” because we are following the teachings that Jesus gave to us
over 2000 years ago. But in the Gospels, people followed Jesus in a much more
literal way. The Bible describes the people who followed Jesus while He was
here on earth, and it appears that not all of the followers were true disciples.
They were on their way up to Jerusalem with Jesus
leading the way, and the disciples were astonished,
while those that followed were afraid. Mark 10:32
This verse caught my eye when I read it because it so
clearly separates the followers of Jesus into two
groups. Those who were astonished and those who
were afraid, and I had to ask myself the difference.
Why were some followers astonished while others
were afraid? And, to which group do I belong?
Jesus would certainly have attracted quite a few
curious people; Mark calls them “those that followed”.
They were there because Jesus was a spectacle. They
saw some amazing miracles, they got to eat free bread
and fish, and when Jesus challenged the Pharisees, he
usually sent them away fuming mad. But Mark also
states that this group was afraid as Jesus approached
Jerusalem. The confrontations with the religious
leaders were becoming more intense, the possibility of
offending the Romans was very real, and Jesus was
teaching about dying, about rebirth, about kingdoms,
and many other things they could not understand.
This group of followers was afraid because they
thought that Jesus was out of control and heading
towards big trouble in the city. They were afraid
because of the possibility of being too close to Jesus
when the end came. They were afraid so they followed
at a safe distance.
The other group that followed Jesus, Mark describes as
the disciples, and this group was astonished rather
than afraid. They were astonished at the teachings of
Jesus that clearly revealed the true heart of God. They
were astonished when Jesus challenged the Pharisees
and questioned what true righteousness looked like.
They were astonished when his miracles showed that
he was the Son of God present on earth and even had
the power to forgive sins. And they were astonished
that Jesus was going to Jerusalem where it appeared
that even Jesus himself thought that he would die. But
the disciples were not afraid.
Why were the disciples not afraid? I believe that it was
because they knew, without any doubt, that God was
in total control of all things. Jesus had told them many
times that he was on the earth only to do the will of his
Father and to carry out the Father's plan. Jesus had

taught them that God loves and cares for his followers,
and He sees all the details of life. God's plan includes
details like the number of hairs on our head, or even
when a small bird dies. Jesus had taught his disciples
that if they truly understood that God is in control,
there'd be no reason to be afraid.
Today, we are still following Jesus, and we still have the
choice of joining one of those two groups; those who
are afraid or those who are astonished. Standing safely
on the periphery and watching to see what will happen
next is certainly an easy way to follow, but it can lead to
fear. As we see world events unfolding around us,
economic uncertainty, not to mention health and
relational problems, there are so many unknowns and
so much to fear. On the other hand, if we choose to
follow Jesus closely, putting his teaching into practice
in our lives, and we choose to be a part of God’s
amazing plan, we will be astonished as we follow. We
will see God take control of every situation and put his
plans into action. And we will be even more astonished
when we discover that each of us has a role to play
within that plan.
by Wayne Martin
Oak Park Member
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Transition Committee Report
As we gather this fall to return to our normal routines, I’m
pleased to report your Transition Committee has been
busy this summer in the search for our new pastor.
The Committee met in each of July and August. On July
10th, we finalized the position description based on the
congregational feedback we received in June.
The position description and job opening have been
posted the past two months on Oak Park’s website as
well as with the Alberta Bible College, Vision Ministries
Canada and 3 Streams.
On August 29th, we met to review applications and
decided to move forward to telephone interviews with
two candidates to get better acquainted and determine if
we should proceed further with both or either of them.

We have scheduled the phone interviews for Sunday
afternoon Sept 17 and are busy preparing our interview
questions. In the meantime we’ll continue to keep our
postings up on the above mentioned websites.
The committee is continuing to accept applications for this
position so please do feel free to recommend qualified
candidates you think we should assess. Thanks for
everyone’s support as we go through this process and
please continue to keep the church and your transition
team in your prayers.

by Doug Walker, Chairman
Transition Committee

Youth Group Update
Recently, our Youth Group went camping at the Fraser’s
Willow Valley acreage. There are many to thank: church
members for donating to our youth ministry which
allows us to make these events affordable; Ron and
Monelle for having us, serving us and leading us in
aworship service in the mountains; youth leaders Rayann
Caffery, Meaghan Beingessner, Mitch Bradley and Matt
Egley who spent the majority of each day with our youth
but also stayed up with many late night conversations;
Sara Egley and Nikki Engleson for cooking all weekend;
and George Graffunder who led us in worship.
On this trip, we kicked off our theme for the coming year,
'With Christ'. We discussed how our relationship is at
times skewed. This might mean we feel God may be a big
man upstairs who is ready with a staff to shoot lightning
bolts out of it if we disobey him. We talked about how
this can make us only want to obey and serve God in fear
of being punished. How we may limit the Bible and God
to a deistic based God where he made the world and
then stepped back. The danger here is we don't look to
God as an intimate God. Another lesson of the weekend
was how we should pour out our worship to God
because of thanksgiving instead of being a mundane
thing we do. God is to be served because we want to, not
because we want something. The last lesson of the
weekend concluded and coincided with Ron's sermon
about how God is an intimate God who wants a
relationship with you. He doesn't want to be OVER you,
UNDER you, USED by you but wants to be WITH you.
As we roll into our kick-off season we are going to be

examining how grace works in our Friday Night Worship
sessions. We don't want our youth group members to
just understand what grace is but to experience God's
grace. Understanding influences our mind while
experiencing results in a changed heart and a
transformed life. I'm praying this isn't just a season of
grace for our youth but of transformation for them.
Join me in praying for youth group, that they will
experience God's grace and desire to live for Him in a
new and profound way. I want our youth to know how
our God is an intimate and gracious God who loves and
cares for them and even the small things and wants to do
great wonders through them. We hope to achieve this
through our lessons, our times of service, through
weekend getaways or conferences, and in our times of
fellowship.
Your prayer support is so important and we thank you for
that. We are also always seeking new adult volunteers to
hang out with these awesome youth on Fridays, and
Sunday mornings too, so please prayerfully consider
helping from time to time. Another area you can help us
with is by providing snacks for Friday nights. If you join
our team, in any of these ways, you will be helping our
youth to know the intimate and gracious God that we
love and serve.
by Kyle Engleson
Youth Pastor
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Pick up a
copy of our
New
Ministry
Magazine at

General Offering for August 2017
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$0
Actual $17,900

Budget $30,090

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park has its own app?
Download to your smartphone or tablet to easily
access online sermons, events and the pastor's blog.
You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

Phone:

403.251.5150

Fax:

403.281.9822

e-mail:

office@oakpark.ca

www.oakpark.ca

