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A Fine Farewell
On the evening of May 28th, Rebecca and I, and our four kids, received a delightful farewell celebration from Oak
Park Church of Christ. For the past 12 years, we have had the privilege of “doing life” with this community! Oak
Park is currently the healthiest and most loving congregation that I have known and they put it all on display
that evening. My family was showered with kind
words, funny stories, beautiful music, timely gifts and
the incredible power of being sent forth with their
blessing. In a world where so many things seem to end
poorly or simply “peter-out,” we were instead able to
conclude our season of ministry here with only deep
gratitude – and that is a treasure!

deepened my faith in, hope for, and love of, Jesus
Christ and his followers.

We are (still) at a time in history when “the church” is
frequently criticized as irrelevant, dysfunctional and
judgemental. Many have stopped attending or
contributing to churches because they have been hurt
or grown disillusioned. I get that. Certainly, it is easy to
see the deficiencies in most any religious organization.
However, after intimately knowing this church over a
long period of time, my perspective is quite different.

Aslan is still on the move… and we have been given
the strength to follow forward!

Oak Park Church is a place where broken people are
being accepted and welcomed, where the lonely and
doubting are offered safety and hope, and where love
is freely and concretely given. I have experienced firsthand the power of God to change lives, transform
relationships and bring healing into deep pain.
I now know that when the Message of Jesus is
declared, and lived out, it is able to connect to the
deepest longings and needs in every one of us. That
connection is a force so powerful that it enables a local
church to become a catalyst to alter the history of
humanity in ways that that politics, education and
technology never will.
To put it another way, this congregation is an outpost
of the Kingdom of God – making real the presence and
invitation of Jesus to those around them. After 12 years
as Oak Park's Senior Pastor, perhaps the greatest thing
I can say about this congregation is that it has

And now, we conclude another season of ministry with
much thanksgiving and many precious memories, and
move into our next Kingdom assignment. We place our
trust in the God who has once again proven Himself
faithful in the joy and in the pain.
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May longweekend, Oak
Park Youth at
YC in Red Deer

Our theme for YC 2017 is RISE.
I love the overcomer stories in the Bible. They inspire me and give me hope. Gideon overcame the Midianites;
David overcame Goliath; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego overcame the fiery furnace, but not one of them
accomplished this on their own. God was with them; and God is with this generation too as they face incredible
resistance and pressure to conform to a culture contrary to their values.
I’m praying that we would speak a prophetic message of life to this generation, that they would know that the
power of God in them enables them to rise above their doubts, their pain, their failures, and their fears so that they
would be able to walk in the identity and authority of Christ.
The Apostle Paul wrote “And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your immortal bodies by
this same Spirit living within you…Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love?…No, despite all the things,
overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.” (Romans 8) What a message of hope we get to share!
I have a feeling this is going to be one of our best YC’s ever. Let’s call this generation to RISE!
Mike Love, YC Executive Director
Felicity:
I most enjoyed how I could go a place where everyone
was friendly, kind, and not judging. It was great to see
and meet a new artist (Jordan Feliz, see photo left) - that
completely changed my perspective on Christian music...
and it is now some of my favourite music!
It was absolutely amazing to see so many believers
gathered in one place. I learned about my faith - that
people think of communion differently and they have
their own perspectives about it and not every one thinks
the same, but we all believe in the same Jesus!

Mackenzie:
I absolutely loved going to YC! For me it is very hard to
choose what I enjoyed the most. The speakers were
captivating and made me think a lot about my own life.
While the worship made my time at YC very enjoyable
and allowed for me to bond with the rest of the youth
group. It also was incredible to meet one of the singers
from a band that I really enjoyed.
Personally, while we sang the songs, it made me come to
the realization that I am able to grow closer with God
through the power of song. For me, my faith has grown
stronger as everything that was said from the speakers
had me contemplate about my own life and had me
praying, and thinking exactly how amazing God is to me.
I wouldn't change that weekend one bit!

Aiden:
I enjoyed the fun times with friends and staying with the
whole youth group. I also liked the concerts, and the
general sessions were really fun too. What I learned about
my faith was that God accepts you no matter what you
do, and even when you mess up He will still be there for
you as long as you trust in Him.
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Transition Committee Report
It was a gloriously God honoring and McMillan family
honoring farewell dinner on May 28th and now our focus
shifts to the next chapter in the life of Oak Park Church of
Christ.
Your transition committee, and the congregation, have
been hard at work preparing for that next chapter.
Thanks so much to everyone who completed and
returned the congregational survey. We received about
40 of these so they will give us a good cross section of our
church family’s priorities and hopes for the future.
The transition committee met on Monday, June 5th to
get started reviewing the feedback and to map out our
next steps. The goal is to have that review complete and
the results documented for a review by the Elders and
Board on June 20th. This past week the staff also
completed a separate questionnaire as the pastor’s
administrative duties are very different from the pastoral
and preaching responsibilities with which the
congregation will be familiar. Those results will also be
reviewed on June 20th.
Based on that feedback a job or position description,
including the necessary skills for the role, will be written.
The target for completion of that position description is
July 10th.

The transition committee is also meeting with folks from
other churches that have recently gone through their own
pastoral searches to gain additional insights on the most
effective way forward. The process for soliciting candidates
is still being researched but we are already receiving early
interest for this position. It’s premature of course to enter
into serious discussions with anyone yet – we still need to
understand the congregational feedback and determine
what the right candidate looks like.
The Board has assigned Pastor Martin additional
responsibilities during this transition period and Martin in
turn has been working with the church staff to determine
how duties picked up by Steve’s departure are best
allocated to keep the church running smoothly.
As noted previously the final pastor selection decision will
be the responsibility of the Elders and the Congregation. To
help guide us in this process Tony Skaper with the Elders is
leading the prayer team to keep us on track during the
transition and to help ensure God leads us to the right
candidate. Please keep the church and your transition
committee in your prayers.

Doug Walker, Chairman
Transition Committee

Concurrent with this work the committee is preparing a
profile of Oak Park to help in the recruitment of
candidates for our new pastor. That document will
describe the history of Oak Park Church of Christ, an
overview of our congregation, our solid financial position
and our plans for future expansion. We believe it is
important that candidates know Oak Park is a church and
family worthy of making a career move for.

CONGRATULATIONS to Andrew Moussallem! Andrew was baptized, with
his family in attendance, on June 2, 2017. Another one for the Kingdom!!
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Mark your calendar now!
July 8 - BBQ Lunch at the
Cedarbrae Community
Centre from 11am-2pm
July 16 - Pancake Breakfast
at Oak Park Church before
the morning service

General Offering for May 2017
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$0
Actual $23,902

Budget $30,090

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park has its own app? Download
to your smartphone or tablet to easily access online
sermons, events and the pastor's blog. You can also
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone:

403.251.5150

Fax:

403.281.9822

e-mail:

office@oakpark.ca

www.oakpark.ca

