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WHAT IS ADVENT?

Most of us, when we think about
Advent, think about one thing – a
countdown to Christmas. And while
that is not entirely misguided, it also
isn’t the full picture of this season
that has so much hidden meaning
to explore and mystery to reflect
upon.
Let’s start with the name: Advent.
As is true in many of the church’s
traditions, the name is Latin, but
don’t let that make your eyes glaze
over. It actually carries a really cool
meaning. A literal translation to
English would be captured best by
“coming”; however, that misses the
most amazing thing about Advent.
When we think about something
coming up, we usually think about
counting down the days (Advent
calendar anyone?); but actually,
Advent isn’t about us counting the
days down until Christmas, it’s
about God-coming-to-us!
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There’s a reversal here, God is
breaking into time – almost like
He’s going against how we
experience the linear flow of time.
Advent is marking the in-breaking of
God into our time and space. This
is what is properly called God’s
apocalyptic action.
Now, what exactly do we mean by
celebrating God’s apocalyptic
coming? The season of Advent has
traditionally celebrated three
apocalyptic acts of God:
- God’s coming in flesh at
Christmas;
- God’s coming to the church
through the Scriptures, Baptism,
and Communion; and
- God’s coming to the entire world
in His Second Coming that we
await.
So, you can see, it’s not simply a
Christmas thing, although that is
certainly one part. These three
aspects of Advent are related to our
life of discipleship in this way:
Redemption (Christmas),
Sanctification (Scripture, Baptism,
and Communion), and Glorification
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(continued from page 1)
(Second-Coming of Christ). That is
why the church always considered
Advent to be the first season of the
year. It seems strange to us
because it’s at the end of the
calendar year, but the celebration of
Redemption, Sanctification, and
Glorification is a fresh reminder of
who we are in Christ as we set out
upon another year.
In my opinion, it’s a great way to
end each year too – as we look
back at 2018 and as we anticipate
2019 we can be reminded that we
have been redeemed by a Godwho-took-on-flesh in that Bethlehem

stable, we can be encouraged that
God continues to come to us in the
Bible and the practices of
Communion and Baptism for our
growth into likeness of Christ, and
we can anticipate that day when we
will be glorified with and in Christ
who is the Alpha and Omega.
Advent is a whole lot more than
chocolate treats in cardboard
calendars. I hope this year you take
some time to reflect on the mystery
and majesty of the God who comesto-us so we don’t have to travel to
Him.

Do you want to learn more
about First Nation's culture
and help build better bridges
with the Tsuut'ina people?
You are welcome to join our
Bridge of Hope Study Group
which will gather every
couple of months. Date, time
and location will vary and
participants will be notified.
Please talk to Pastor Dawn if
you are interested.

Now on 3rd Monday of each Month!
Oak Park - Tsuut'ina Bridge of Hope
Upcoming luncheon dates:
December 17th & January 21st
We would be thrilled to have you participate in this ministry! You can
help by donating a pot of hearty soup, assisting with set-up and/or cleanup, and having lunch at a table to visit with some of our guests.
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Dear church,
I just want to thank everyone for
your heartfelt condolences. Ray
started his spiritual life when Oak
Park was Parkhill. Many of you
never met him but many knew him
for years. Thank you from the family
for celebrating his life on Nov 9th
and thank you for assisting with the
reception following. We value your
continued prayers for our family as
we miss him in our daily lives. We
are thankful he is pain-free now he
has relocated to heaven.
With Blessings, Linda and family.

Volunteers are
needed from
12:00 - 4:30
please let Mrs D
know if you can
help out.
Thanks!
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Please bring nonperishables in by Dec 16th

Eat Well. Spend Less.
Any one can order one or more
Good Food Boxes.

Anyone can
order. This is
a truly a great
value and
everything is
very fresh!

Boxes must be pre-ordered and paid for in
cash (exact change) on or before the order
by date. You can pre-purchase your next box
when you pick up your order. Boxes must
be picked up, before 6pm. (Note: Boxes not
picked up will be donated - no refunds will
be given.)
Good Food Boxes come in the following sizes:

ORDER BY

DELIVERY DATE

January
21, 2019
Jan 22, 2018

January
30
Jan 31

Feb 19 25
February

Feb
March
6 28

Mar 1225
March

AprilMar
3 21

Apr 16

April 29

May 21

Apr 25

May 8

May 30

May 27

June 5

June 17

Sep 10

June 26

Jun 11

Jun 20
Sep 19

LARGE

40 lbs

$35.00

September
16
Oct 8

September
Oct 17 25

MEDIUM

30 lbs

$30.00

October
Oct 29 21

October
Nov30
7

SMALL

20 lbs

$25.00

Nov 26 25
November

Dec 5 4
December

For information call Oak Park Church office at (403) 251-5150 or email office@oakpark.ca
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Oak Park Senior High Mission Trip
We are so excited to be organizing a Mission Trip to Haiti for our Senior
High Students in August 2019! We are planning this trip in conjunction with
Lifeline Christian Mission and Pastor Ricot Leon. This is an exciting
opportunity for our young people to experience a different culture and see
how God is at work around the globe. They will have the opportunity to
participate in the work that God is already doing in the communities of Port
Salut and Grand Goave by serving the local people and ministering to
them. We will be planning a VBS for the children as well as doing some
visits in the communities.
The team members will be doing lots of fundraising over the next few
months so please be on the lookout for those and come out to support
these incredible young people. Our fundraising is going to kick off with a
bottle drive from December 30 to January 27. During that time, you can
drop your empty bottles off at the church on Sundays, or during the week
when the office is open.
Stay tuned for more updates!
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UPDATE ON SOME OF OAK PARK
StreetLight Calgary
StreetLight’s vision was born in October 1992
with a goal to reach street orientated and sexually
exploited youth (ages 12-24). Most of the youth
living on the street are struggling just to survive,
feeling like they are just "throw-a-ways”

Streetlight's Mobile Drop In Center is located at the following locations if you
would like to refer a young person:
DOWNTOWN: Monday & Thursday (ages 24 and under) from 7-9pm Located
at 10th Avenue & Macleod Trail SE
BOWNESS: Tuesdays (ages 18 & under only) from 7:30-9:30pm
Located at 77th Street & 41st Street NW.
StreetLight uses several avenues to reach into vulnerable communities
including: a mobile drop-in centre, outreach, mentorship and presence. Their
Mobile Drop In Center goes into the downtown core and high-risk Calgary
neighbourhood’s to intentionally serve youth and build mentorship
relationships. Staff and volunteers work directly on the frontlines with youth
impacted by housing, food and relational insecurities who are at the verge of
entering street life or already entrenched, and youth who are struggling through
the reality of human trafficking. StreetLight also operates two 24/7 crisis lines
for youth. They are a bridge between youth and greater community of
agencies, law enforcement, and the justice system, working to advocate on
behalf of youth. StreetLight has just hired their new director Carissa and we will
hope to have her visit Oak Park in the new year.
December 7th Streetlight will hold their annual Christmas party. The Oak Park
is participating by packing backpacks for a young person living on the streets
which will be delivered on December 2nd.

Vienna Moillet
Vienna is a missionary with Safe Refuge International. Safe
Refuge's mission is to "rescue, nuture and rebuild lives
devastated by extreme poverty, abuse and the sex trade."
Vienna is our newest missionary with Oak Park. She just left
in early September for the Phillipines. She flew into Manilla
and then travelled to her new location at Safe
Refuge in Tangaytay. At the moment she is assisting in
multiple ways like an 'elder sister' which is what they call her. She is
concentrating on learning the language and developing relationships,while she
helps with school work, baking, digging a compost pit, playing UNO, etc. She
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enjoys baking, digging a compost pit, playing UNO, etc. She also enjoyed
teaching the girls choreographed worship dance. She hopes to do some part
time work with a midwifery clinic as that is her training. She has experienced
the challenge of homesickness more than she expected so please continue to
pray for her.
September 15th, Typhoon Mankhut (category 5) crossed the Phillipines
causing severe damage but it was north of Tangaytay, and they only received
wind and rain so we thank the Lord for Vienna's safety.
Vienna's prayer cards are in our church foyer and they include her blog site if
you would like to follow her ministry more closely or financially support her.

Terri Scruggs
Terri's mission work is with Wycliffe Bible Translators
Terri has been with Wycliffe for many years assisting with
the finances and supporting approximately 13 Bible
translation projects and 22 sub projects. One project has
been in Canada and all others overseas in Thailand, Asia,
and Africa.
She was in the process of turning the work over to others
as she planned to retire in January when she found out she had a reoccurrence
of cancer after being cancer free for 10 years. She had surgery in February
followed by repeat surgery in April, and radiation in July and August. September
15th was a special day as she "rang the bell" at the cancer clinic indicating her
treatment was completed.
As a result of her health challenge she has only worked a little in the Wycliffe office
and was unable to visit any of the projects. She thanks everyone for their prayers
and asks that you continue to remember her and those people who have yet to
receive God's word in their language.
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General Offering for October 2018
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$0

Actual $22,850

Budget $27,000
11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2

Did you know Oak Park an app?
Download to your smartphone to
access online sermons & event
information. You can also follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone: 403.251.5150
Email: office@oakpark.ca
www.oakpark.ca

If you would like to be
included in any of
these, please contact
the church office:
- phone directory
- prayer chain
- eNews

