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When Jesus called the first twelve disciples to follow him, the word ‘Christian’ had not yet entered into anyone’s
vocabulary. This name would not be used until years later after Jesus’ resurrection, and was first used by
unbelievers as a derogatory label for the early followers of Jesus in the city of Antioch (Acts 11:26).
Today the word 'Christian' continues to be used in a
demeaning way by unbelievers and even for believers,
it can carry with it a fair amount of baggage.
Instead of the name ‘Christians’, Jesus had in mind an
entirely different term to describe those that would
follow him – Disciples. In fact the term disciple/
disciples appears 263 times in the New Testament
whereas the word Christian is only used in 3 instances.
When trying to wrap our heads around the distinction
between these two words it is helpful to think of Jesus’
first call to his disciples to ‘come’ – “Come follow me,
and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19) in
the same way we think about his call to ‘go’ – “Go and
make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Both
were said with the concept of ‘making’ in mind,
implying that the call to follow Jesus is a call to a
continual process of being made into his likeness
rather than a call to be named or labelled.
In our upcoming sermon series “3 callings” we will
explore the call to make disciples by looking into the
three main callings every disciple of Jesus receives.
These are:
1. The Highest calling – the call to follow the
person of Jesus.
2. A Common calling – the call to the Body of
Christ and to one another.
3. A Specific calling – the call to each disciple
to follow God’s call on their life.
Understanding, embracing, and positioning ourselves
for continual growth in each one of these callings is
indispensible if we are to truly experience the

abundant life Jesus promised his disciples. Yet I would
be amiss if I didn’t speak about another less attractive
side of being a disciple – the call to persecution (1
Peter 2:20-21). Along with the benefits of being a
disciple Jesus tells us we will experience some pretty
serious pushback for choosing to following him. But it
is important that this pushback comes for the right
reasons. Persecution should come because we have
chosen to follow the person of Jesus, not for other
reasons. For instance, if we experience persecution it
should be because we are acting like Jesus, not be
because we are being religious. And when persecution
comes it should be because we have loved others
wastefully, not because we are claiming moral
superiority over them.
“By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another." Jesus said in John
13:35. Meaning the mark of a disciple is not calling
oneself a Christian, but rather being made into the
likeness of his love.
A love that is
expressed first for
Jesus, secondly for
the Body of Christ,
and lastly for the
thing God has
specifically called
you to do.
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PYPA REPORT
(Prairie Young People's Association)

From Friday October 13 to Sunday October 15, 17 youth
and 6 leaders of our church's youth ministry went up to
Bow Valley Christian Church for our yearly PYPA Youth
Conference. Although, we may have slept on average
four hours a night, I think all of us would agree that
these weekends are amazing for so many ways.
Felicity Akins, one of the youth who attended the
conference, said, "A highlight for me was to create better
connections with the youth and with God." These
weekends are great for the development of lifelong
friendships for our youth from our church but also with
youth and leaders from other churches.
One of the highlights of the weekend are always the
workshops. A favourite this year was our church's own
Ricot Leon who taught about how to make a difference
in people's lives. Felicity enjoyed this workshop and she
learned how to put people before herself. Daniel, who
also attended the workshop said he learned how we
know we can make a difference because God calls us the
salt of the world and give it delicious flavour. We do this
as Mackenzie Gotte said and learned that 'we need to be

Baby Dedication - October 22, 2017
Zachary Tomm and his mother, Jody Tomm
with officiant Mike Lukawitski, Elder

the light in people's life and show them just how great
God is.' She continues and says 'Instead of getting caught
up in the world and being a negative person, I can spread
positivity and help to fix problems to make a difference in
places like school, my community, and other places.' Skyler
Akins said, "She learned that we all have a different path
laid out for us by God." Julian Kerr added, "We must not let
people make us who we are arent meant to be."
As we reflect on the weekend, many of the youth would
say this is weekends that change lives. It isn't just the good
music from the worship bands or the concert, or the
workshops, the speaker, the fun time at the Corn Maze,
etc. It's all of these moments throughout the whole
weekend that speak to our youth ministry as a whole and
lead us in our walks with Christ.
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Transition Committee Report
As noted in last month’s report, the Transition Committee
held Skype interviews on Sunday, September 17, with the
two leading candidates for the vacant senior pastor’s
position at Oak Park. Following those interviews the
team met to review and discuss the interview results. We
have selected one lead candidate to advance to the next
round of interviews.
This candidate lives outside of Calgary so we arranged to
bring him to Calgary on the weekend of October 27 to 29
when he could meet with the Staff, Elders and Board. On
Friday afternoon, October 27 he met with Martin and the
Staff. On Saturday, October 28 he met with the Elders
during the day and the Board that evening. He also
attended our service on Sunday, October 29 to get feel
for our congregation.
Should these interviews all conclude positively and the
candidate also wish to proceed further with Oak Park, we
will then invite him and his family back to Calgary and we
will formally present him to the congregation and have
him preach a sermon at that time.

Following these meetings and test sermon, the collective
church family will then decide if he is the right man for Oak
Park.
In the meantime, we will keep the position description and
job opening posted on Oak Park’s website as well as with
the Alberta Bible College, Vision Ministries Canada and 3
Streams until we have successfully completed our
placement.
Thanks, as always, for everyone’s support as we go through
this process and please continue to keep the church and
your transition team in your prayers.

by Doug Walker, Chairman
Transition Committee

We are looking for people who would like to help us
provide meals for members of our congregation
during times of need. After the arrival of a new-born,
following a surgery or hospital stay, or at a time of
loss, not having to worry about making meals for a
few days or weeks can be such a blessing.
You can provide home cooked meals, or if cooking
isn't your thing but you want to serve in this way by
purchasing ready-made meals, we would love to hear
from you.
Please call Christa McKergow at 403-568-3045 or
email: cmckergow@shaw.ca if you would like to be
added to our Lovin' Spoonfuls team of meal
providers or have questions about this ministry.
Christa will send out an email request to the team
when a need arises.
Thank you.

THE PARK BENCH · NOVEMBER 2017

4

General Offering for September 2017
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000

Join us for Christmas
Worship
Sunday, December 24th
10:00am & 4:00pm

$15,000
$10,000
$0
Actual $21,985

Budget $30,090

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park has its own app?
Download to your smartphone or tablet to easily
access online sermons, events and the pastor's blog.
You can also follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

Phone:

403.251.5150

Fax:

403.281.9822

e-mail:

office@oakpark.ca

www.oakpark.ca

