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THE POWER OF THANKS
This day serves as a crucial
reminder to cultivate grateful hearts
by thanking God for the blessings
that He has bestowed on us. Giving
thanks is a natural response to the
good gifts God so generously
lavishes us with. But what if we
spent more time giving thanks
beyond just this day? What if we
spent more time giving thanks even
for the things in our life that are
going “wrong?”
It is easy to be grateful for the things
in our lives that are good gifts from
our loving Father, and of course we
should praise Him for these gifts.
Harder still, however, is gathering
up the faith to thank God for the
hardships in our lives. But in doing
so, we begin to see just how
powerful a grateful heart can be.
When we give thanks to God when
things go wrong in life, it robs the
enemy of the power to keep us in
despair, self-pity and hopelessness.
Instead of wallowing and
complaining that life isn’t going our
way, giving thanks opens up a
window to endless possibilities. It
affirms our trust in God, reminding
us that He is God and we are not;
that He is above our circumstances
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and He sees the whole picture even
when we can’t. It strengthens our
faith because we acknowledge that
not only is God in control but also
that He is faithful, He loves us and
has our best interests at heart. It
turns our mindset from one of
discouragement to one of hope –
hope that God has a reason for the
circumstances we are facing, hope
that things will work together for our
good and His glory, and hope that by
trusting Him and facing these
circumstances head on, He is
making us more like Him in the
process.
We need to thank God for the good
gifts and blessings He gives us, but
more importantly we need to thank
God for the hardships that we face,
trusting that He is refining us through
the fire, giving us hope that all things
work together for good and therefore
robbing the enemy of his power to
drag us down into despair. Our God
is faithful and good, generous and
kind, and when we trust Him
inherently through everything that is
going on in our lives it brings peace,
hope and joy unexplainable.
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A TRIPLE BASPTISM TO CELEBRATE!
by Pastor Lane Scruggs
Tuesday September 18th was no
ordinary evening at Oak Park
Church. A small group of friends
gathered together to witness and
celebrate the baptisms of Cole
Jordan, Tianna Schoenenberger,
and Christine Jordan (pictured
below right with her son Cole and
Pastor Ricot).
God works in mysterious and
wonderful ways. Cole's connection
with Oak Park started way back
when he was a youth and he began
playing basketball with Ricot Leon
who was heading up Oak Park's
youth ministry at the time. Several
years later (and after almost a
decade in Haiti for Ricot), they
reconnected this summer and Cole
invited his girlfriend Tianna and his
mother Christine to come to the
church.

As Ricot shared at the baptism, just
like Paul says in his first letter to the
Corinthian Church: "I planted,
Apollos watered, but only God can
give the growth" (1 Cor. 6). What a
wonderful event to celebrate how
God has brought growth in these
three lives.
Congratulations Cole, Tianna, and
Christine and welcome to the Oak
Park family, a small piece of God's
wider family of baptized believers.

Now on 3rd Monday of each Month!
Oak Park - Tsuut'ina Bridge of Hope
Upcoming luncheon dates:
October 15th & November 19th
We would be thrilled to have you participate in this ministry! You can
help by donating a pot of hearty soup, assisting with set-up and/or cleanup, and having lunch at a table to visit with some of our guests.
Interested in learning more about First Nation's culture and building
better bridges with the Tsuut'ina people? Beginning later in October,
we are going to start a once per month Bridge of Hope Study Group.
Date, time and location will vary - participants will be notified.
Please let Pastor Dawn know if you are interested in participating.
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PINE LAKE MEN'S RETREAT
by Pastor Martin Hosier
Pine Lake Christian Camp is always
a choice location for any kind of
camp or retreat, whatever the time
of year. The laid-back atmosphere
and September colours the last
weekend of the month certainly set
the scene for our men’s retreat. As
men trickled in on the Friday
evening ready to engage, it quickly
became evident this was going to
be a great retreat.
In keeping with our ‘Man Up’ theme
for the weekend, Dr. Ron Fraser
brought messages from 1
Corinthians that had something for
everyone. From casual listener to
the deepest thinker, every man
gained at least one biblically
grounded and practical takeaway
from the retreat. Immediately after
the Friday night message one man
told me, “I’ve already received my
takeaway for the weekend, and that
is, that we are far too easily
satisfied.” Meaning that we far too
quickly settle for temporary
gratifications in life and never seek
to have our truest and deepest
desires satisfied by the Lord.
The flexible schedule put together
by Matt Egely allowed each man to

choose their own activities. Some
needed time only to rest and
recharge their batteries. Others
spent time reflecting and chewing
things over as they strolled the trails
of the thirty-two-acre camp property
and adjacent nature reserve. Still
others saw the wood heated sauna
as the perfect venue to talk about
life and faith. One particular hit was
the axe throwing. It was amazing to
see how such a simple activity
made men, who previously didn’t
know each other, banter and laugh
like old friends. All in all, it was a
fantastic weekend, definitely worth
bringing your friends to next year.
Besides Matt and Ron, there are
many others to thank for making
this retreat enjoyable including,
George Graffunder, Ethan Martin,
and Les Howell for inspiring us to
lift our voices in worship, along with
Cal and Wanda Jackson for their
superb hospitality and mouthwatering meals.
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BREAD LOVERS!
Each Wednesday morning
we receive a HUGE variety
of bread, buns, etc from
Cobs Bakery that was
baked on Tuesday but not
sold. Ya'll come on over
between 9-4 to pick up
some up for you, your
family and friends!

Our Worship Team needs
volunteers to run either
computer/screens; sound/
lights; or video recording on
Sunday mornings. We'd like
to grow our team so that
each person serves once
per month. Training provided.
Please contact Shelley at
oakparkworship@gmail.com
Thank you

LONG RANGE PLANNING UPDATE
by Doug Walker, Committee Chair
As noted in last month's issue of
the ParkBench, construction in our
foyer is in full swing and will be
completed shortly, just in time to
offer us all a little protection from
the cold winter temperatures. Just a
reminder that Happy Time Day
Care is covering 100% of the costs
for this vestibule addition.
The LRP Committee recently met
on September 26 to review the
previously drafted plans for future
Oak Park ministry expansion,
specifically plans for a larger foyer,
renovated kitchen and additional
classroom and storage space. At
this time, no need for sanctuary
expansion is required but we are
working with our architect to cost
and understand these other
building modifications that could
improve our existing ministries. We
identified several questions for our

architect, primarily around other
options for consideration.
The Committee will also start
preparing financial models for these
potential future renovations so we
can understand how to manage
them financially.
As the Committee has just been
reactivated and has only started
looking at and updating draft plans,
it is too soon to share details with
the congregation, but as they
become better defined and
understood we will move to sharing
them with, and collecting feedback
from, the congregation.
Our Committee’s next meeting is
October 29 at which time we’ll
review the architect’s feedback to
our questions from our Sept 26
meeting and we’ll also start to build
the outline of a financial model.
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YOUTH GROUP RETREAT
by Sara Egely, Youth Pastor
Youth Retreat, September 21-23
was a great opportunity to escape
the city and unplug! On the Friday
evening we loaded up and set out
for our destination, Willow Valley,
the 160 acre rustic mountain valley
home of Ron & Monelle Fraser.
Upon arrival we were greeted with
steaming bowls of chili which were
gratefully consumed.
What do young people do when
there is no cell service? We play
games! Chess, Checkers and Uno
were popular choices over the
course of the weekend. On
Saturday evening we played team
Pictionary which had everyone in
stitches. What else did we do? We
moved a bunch of firewood on
Saturday morning and had a

competition to see who could bring
the biggest load without dumping it.
The competition was fierce and
ended up being too close to call,
but we were all winners later that
night when we roasted hotdogs and
marshmallows on the fire!
Other highlights from the weekend
include the hike we went on
Saturday afternoon - the weather
was perfect and the hike was a
good challenge. We also had a
great time of reflection on Sunday
morning led by Ron. Although the
best thing about a retreat is being
able to spend time together.
Thank you to all who made this
weekend possible, we can’t wait to
go again next year!

Sound like fun? Our
Youth Group needs
volunteers. Please talk
to Sara or email her at:
youthopcc@gmail.com
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Offering FAQs
As Pastor Lane explained in his
recent sermon, God uses our giving
to transform us from selfish, to
selfless – that’s the ‘why’ behind our
offerings. But what about the ‘how’?
The Oak Park Church Christ Finance
Team (Shirley Hiebert, Tom Barnett,
Mike & Kerry Grant) thought it might
be helpful to answer some of the
practical questions around giving.

The General Fund is used to pay for
most of our church’s regular, ongoing
ministries (Cafe, Hospitality, Kids
Park, Library, Life Groups, Men's,
Senior's, Women's, Worship, and
Youth Group) as well as our operating
costs (salaries, utilities, insurance,
maintenance, supplies, etc.).

How can I give?

You can make a donation to the
Missions Fund in general; these funds
are annually allocated at our AGM.
Currently they are as follows:

If you donate at Oak Park Church you
will be assigned a unique, personal
identifying number which allows us to
keep track of your giving for tax
receipt purposes. You’ll receive a box
of envelopes printed with this
number. Place your offering in one of
these envelopes and drop it into the
collection plate during the service.
The most common offering method is
by cash or cheque, but you may also
choose to give by EFT (Electronic
Fund Transfer, which are regular
authorized automatic deductions
directly from your bank account), or
through PayPal online (follow the link
located on the church website).
Who can I to give to?
Your offering envelope is printed with
a options for your donation: General,
Missions, Benevolence, and Other.

The Benevolence Fund is used to
directly help those in need within the
church, and in the community.

- Alberta Bible College
- Gracelande Ministries
- Pine Lake Christian Camp
- Pioneer Bible Translators
- Wycliffe Bible Translators

20%
25%
20%
25%
10%

Under the line for “Other”, you can
Specify your donation to any one of
the above missions, or to one of our
regluar ministries. In addition, the
following missions can be supported
using this line:
- Health Care Plus (Paul & Mary Davis)
- Heart for Home - Capital Project Fund
- Heart for Home - Ministry Fund
- Oak Park Food Bank
- Short Term Missions (Expenses)
- The Mustard Seed

Wherever you decide to assign your
offerings, please be sure to clearly
write the name of the specific ministry
you wish to donate to (and ensure the
amount you write on the envelope
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Offering FAQs, continued...
matches the figure on your cheque)
Post-dated cheques are held until
they can be deposited.
Who sees my offering?
The Finance Team is committed to
keeping your financial transactions
private, and we are morally and
ethically bound to keep this
information confidential. The pastoral
staff, Elders and Board at Oak Park
Church do not see your offering
information.
Do I get a tax receipt?
You will receive a tax receipt for all
eligible donations, as long as your
offerings can be identified by your
unique ID number. This number is
linked to your name and address,
both required in order to issue a tax
receipt. (Please provide the church
office with any address change so our
team can be notified.)
Cash in an envelope with no name or
number, or loose cash put in the
offering plate, is not eligible for a tax
receipt. Taxable offerings must be
received no later than December 31
of each calendar year.
Can I still donate if I’ve forgotten
my envelope?
Of course! There are spare
envelopes at the Information Desk;
please be sure to include your name
and address, and if you know it, your

regular envelope number.
What is the best part of being on
the Finance Team?
Seeing the generosity of our
congregation and the way they
support Oak Park Church. Also
getting the entries to balance each
week is a real thrill!
If you have other questions regarding
offerings, please talk to any one of us
on the Finance Team.
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General Offering for September 2018
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$0

Actual $26,666

Budget $27,000
11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2

Did you know Oak Park an app?
Download to your smartphone to
access online sermons & event
information. You can also follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone: 403.251.5150
Email: office@oakpark.ca
www.oakpark.ca

If you would like to be
included in any of
these, please contact
the church office:
- phone directory
- prayer chain
- eNews

