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First Impressions
The poet, philosopher, and statesman,
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe once
wrote “The first impression is readily
received. We are so constituted that
we believe the most incredible things;
and, once they are engraved upon the
memory, woe to him who would
endeavour to efface them” (The
Sorrows of Young Werther). In other
words, as Will Rogers more succinctly
put it, “You never get a second chance
at a first impression.” Having been
around Oak Park for more than three
months now, my impressions could
hardly continue to be called “first”;
nevertheless, I do want to take this
opportunity to say that my family and
I have been so impressed by the
community and congregation that has
called us to minister alongside them.
Needless to say, your first impression
upon us does not need a “second
chance."
However, being new also helps me to
imagine what it must feel like for
someone who has never been to Oak
Park before to come in those doors on
a Sunday. While we have a wonderful
Connections Team and an accessible
Information Centre, it’s still always
overwhelming for someone who does
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not know our very particular routine
and the unwritten practices that you
and I are accustomed to following.
Whether we admit it or not, we have
our own mini-culture and whenever
anyone new crosses the border of our
door, they are engaging in a crosscultural experience. If you don’t
believe me, just make an effort to
consciously think about it the next
time you come on a Sunday morning –
do you know when you can or cannot
eat the snacks (or who can and can’t);
do you know if coffee is allowed in the
sanctuary (I’m not sure I know if coffee
is allowed in the sanctuary!); where
the washrooms are; when the kids
leave for Sunday School… or is there
Sunday School… wait, what is
KidsPark?
Now this kind of mini-culture is not
necessarily a bad thing. There was a
big movement in the 90s that remains
today in many churches which says we
should do away with anything that
might give the appearance of “insider”
and “outsider.” But I actually think that
some of these differences – as quirky
(and antiquated!) as they can
sometimes be – are actually some of
the things that bond congregations
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(First Impressions, continued from Page 1)

together, inviting us into a deeper
sense of belonging. A sense of
belonging, of course, is what is
needed to make sure that we are all
on the same page with our mission
and vision and we are moving toward
our goals in tangible ways.
What does this all mean? I think it
means that as a community, we need
to wrestle with the tension of “We’ve
always done it that way” and “Let’s
reinvent the wheel.” Our goal
shouldn’t be to make everything so
non-descript that the character,
history, and personality is stripped
from our church. Still, at the same
time, we should actively work against
becoming complacent in our
collective mission to Love God, Love
Others, and Serve the World. Part of
that is doing more to make sure our
first impressions with visitors are less
overwhelming. Could our signage be
better? Are our Connection Cards

available and clear? Do you notice and
introduce yourself when there are
visitors, and would you consider
inviting them to sit with you for
service and help explain things along
the way? Could you show them where
the coffee and snacks are, or maybe
even offer to serve them? Can we
make sure visitors get a chance to
meet one of the pastoral staff or
Information Center folks? Could we all
endure a bit more explanation in
service of why we do what we do, for
the benefit of newcomers? Ultimately,
it’s a question for us all about whether
we come to church on Sunday with
the mindset that we are here for more
than just ourselves. How can I help
others connect with God on a Sunday
morning? That’s the mindset of a
mature Christian and one I hope we
continue to push and remind
ourselves of here at Oak Park.
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Coldest Night of the Year
by Mary Davis

A team of 14 people from Oak Park did the 5 km 'Coldest Night of the Year' walk
at on February 24th in support of Youth Unlimited's Streetlight ministry, which
works with youth living on the streets of Calgary.
The Lord blessed us with a beautiful mild winter evening to walk the streets
noticing if there were places we would like to sleep for the night. I think we
would all agree, there were none! We also learned it is illegal to sleep on a park
bench! A total of over $4300 was raised. A big thank you to everyone from Oak
Park who sponsored walkers.
Please continue to pray for Streetlight as they search for a new director. They
are just starting a new program for mentoring teen moms.
If you are talking to a young person living on the streets and would like to refer
them to Streetlight, their fifth wheel unit is located on the street at 10th Ave and
Macleod Trail SE, Mondays and Thursdays from 7-9pm. A meal is served.

Clockwise: Lorie, Tony, Wayne, Monica, Joyce, Jean, Mike,
Shirley, Suzanne, Pat (with Maria - one of Streetlight's staff),
Gerry, Sharon, Mary, and Paul.
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Would you like to Serve at Oak Park? We have several ministry areas that
are in need of volunteers:
LIBRARY TEAM - We need help to re-shelve returned books, label and shelve
new books, and keep the library in good order. This happens a few hours per
month. Please talk to Lorie Skaper-Burtch or to the church office if you are
interested in this ministry.
COMMUNION TEAM - We are looking for a 1 or 2 individuals, which could also
be family members, to help with either communion set-up, or clean-up,
approximately one Sunday per month, or to cover when someone is sick or
away. Please talk to Rhonda Free or email her at freerhondam@gmail.com if
you are interested in this ministry.
CAFE TEAM - We are looking for a 1 or 2 individuals, which could also be a
couple, or group of family members, to help the set-up of our Sunday morning
coffee, tea and snacks, or else to do the cafe clean-up after service. This will be,
approximately one Sunday per month, or to cover when someone is sick or
away. Please note - Cafe set-up includes purchasing the snacks and submitting
receipts for reimbursement. Please talk to Laurel Traptow or email her at
ltraptow@shaw.ca if you are interested in this ministry.
PHOTO DIRECTORY - Our Board would like to find a volunteer or team of
volunteers to prepare an online photo directory for our church. A program has
been identified that would work well for us and is quite user friendly, however,
it will take some time to set-up and put our members information and photos
in this system. Use of a MAC computer is necessary. Please speak to Lane or
email him at lane@oakpark.ca if you are interested in this project.
WORSHIP TEAM (A/V) - Our worship team is looking for volunteers to run one of
the AV components: computer, sounds/lights, and/or video recorder on Sunday
mornings and at Wednesday evening worship practice. We are hoping to grow
our team so that each person serves one Weds/Sun per month. Training will be
provided. Please contact Danielle MacDonald at worship@oakpark.ca if you are
interested.
SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM - We would like to start a new Social Media Team which
will look after posting Oak Park information on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook,
etc. If you enjoy connecting with others in this way, Please contact Lane at
lane@oakpark.ca or Dawn at office@oakpark.ca if you are interested in this
project.
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Registration for all camps at: pinelakechristiancamp.com
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You are invited!
Next
Bridge of Hope
luncheon dates:
May 16th
&
June 20th
Be a part of this new
ministry! You can
help by donating a
pot of hearty soup,
assisting with set-up
and/or clean-up, and
having lunch at a
table to visit with
some of our guests.

Donations of
baked goods are
needed – please
sign up at the
Information
Centre. Thanks

Spring Concert & Dessert Night
featuring the New Beginnings Choir
In support of Heart for Home (Mission in Haiti)

Friday, May 25th at 7:30 pm
Oak Park Church of Christ
11263 Oakfield Drive SW
A free will offering will be taken in support of Heart for Home

Oak Park Church
11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Script writing, prop & mask making, stage
fighting, theatre games, and more!

*Friday afternoon Performance*

Students: Bring a bag lunch,
water bottle & sunscreen daily

Registration forms NOW
available by email
office@oakpark.ca or online:

Full Day Camp
9am - 4:30pm

July 9-13

www.oakpark.ca

Ages 9-16

Call 403-251-5150 for
information

$130 each

Space limited to 30 students
Volunteer Leaders Needed
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A Note from Martin about His Sabbatical
I want to thank you all for your
ongoing commitment to our church
and for the many ways you continue
to support me in my ministry. The
enjoyment I experience in my role at
Oak Park is greatly enriched by your
graciousness and willingness to serve
wholeheartedly.
As you are aware, the last year of
ministry (through the transition
between Steve and Lane) was a very
busy and demanding time for me. The
added responsibility, though I did not
carry it alone, reminded me that I am
all too human and that I need to take
care of myself. With that in mind, and
with the support of our Elders, Board,
and Staff, I will be taking a 6-week
sabbatical from Friday, May 18th until
Tuesday, July 3rd. Aside from resting in
God’s presence during that time, I will
also participate in a wellness project

for ministers through Wycliffe College,
and as my sabbatical draws to a close,
Angela and I will fly down to
Indianapolis for the North American
Christian Convention.
If you need to do so, please contact
me before May 18th with any questions
you anticipate while I’m away. In order
to obtain the greatest benefit from my
sabbatical, I ask you to direct all emails
and phone calls to the church office
during that time.
Thank you again for the many things
you do to make our church a great
place. May the Lord bless you
abundantly and I look forward to
seeing you all in July.
Your grateful brother in Christ,
Martin

General Offering for March 2018
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$0
Actual $20,552

Budget $27,000

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park an app?
Download to your smartphone to
access online sermons & event
information. You can also follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone: 403.251.5150
Email: office@oakpark.ca
www.oakpark.ca

