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Getting to Know You
An Interview with Lane Scruggs
We have all been waiting with excitment for the arrival of our new Senior Pastor and his family. Now they are here and just
took possession of their new home, right here in Cedarbrae. Lane is now getting used to his office here at the church and the
long process of getting to know all of us. We took a few moments to find out a little more about Lane in this interview.
You grew up in Calgary, so what excites you most about
returning?
"We often joked with friends in Toronto that we were exiles
living in a foreign land. We not only longed for our home land,
but we refused to bow to their foreign gods (ie. Maple Leafs).
But actually we really loved our adventure in Toronto. What
started out as a two-year sojourn to the Big Smoke turned into
8 1/2 years and a robust network of friends and loved ones. Still
the thought of "coming home" to the prairies, the foothills, and
the mountains was genuinely exciting for us. Being downtown
T.O. for such an extended period, we longed for the wide-open
and the less-crowded life. We think Calgary is a wonderful place
to raise kids and let them explore God's creation. On top of all
this, living closer to family was always a big draw for us,
particularly since having kids (most of mine in Calgary and
Chantelle's are in Surrey, BC)."

How did you meet your wife, Chantelle?
"Well, this is a point of dispute in our families. Chantelle claims
that she met me after one of my hockey games that was played
in Maple Ridge when I would've been about 13. She grew up as
the best friend of my first cousin, Danielle Hockley (nee
Busse), and tagged along to one of my games. Apparently she
was none-to-impressed when I was sour after losing the game.
Of course, I deny all that and think she is remembering
incorrectly. Instead, I remember meeting Chantelle when she
was in Calgary to check out Ambrose University (she grew up
Nazarene so that was her church supported college). She
knocked me off my feet and I prayed hard that God would bring
her to Calgary the following year... strictly for educational
purposes of course. She did see the light - as in, the Calgary
sunshine compared to the Lower Mainland - but she made me
work for a date. Finally after about a year and a half of chasing
she took pity on me and I got a date! The rest, I suppose, is
history. We were married at 21 and 20 and besides committing
my life to the Lord when I was 8, it's been the best decision of

my life. Oh, and just another OPCC connection for your longtimers (old-timers just sounds discriminatory) - I mentioned
earlier that Chantelle grew up with my cousin Danielle. They
were roommates in college while I lived with Brett Hockley.
Some will remember Dave and Edith Hockley (Brett, Michelle,
and Brooklyn) who attended OPCC while Dave worked at ABC.
Chantelle and I proudly take credit for ensuring that our
roommates got to know each other and are now happily
married with three kids of their own! Brett and Danielle (nee
Busse) and their kids Jayda, Grayson, and Nessa now live in
Surrey, BC where Danielle grew up."

With Family Day approaching, what are some things you
enjoy doing with your children, Hudson, Cadence & Elise?
Anything you did with your family when you were a kid that
you do or are looking forward to doing with your children?
"With mounds of snow on the ground I have to say that I'm
pretty excited to do some tobogganing! When we were in
Toronto I enjoyed riding my bike with the two oldest in the bike
trailer and we've already begun talking about camping and
being in the mountains. Both of our families loved to hike and
jump in glacier lakes, but I think we'll have to wait a few more
months for that. At home we love to wrestle, read, and make
forts (outside or in). We know how blessed we are to have three
active and healthy kids and we love to keep busy."

2

THE PARK BENCH · FEBRUARY 2018

Interview with Lane continued...
You had some connections with Oak Park's youth group
when your were a teen; to encourage our youth today, how
did participating in youth group contribute to shaping you
and your life choices?
"Yes, that's true. Even beyond PYPA, Pine Lake Camp, and
Emerge (at ABC), our Bow Valley youth group and Oak Park's
occasionally did joint events or unofficially found times to hang
out. During my teen years I was at the rink 4-6 times a week
and making youth group at church a priority was crucial to my
faith. Playing competitive sports was a wonderful opportunity
with many positives; however, it can become a very poisonous
environment for one’s faith. I've sometimes likened it to feeling
like there was a pinhole in the bottom of my cup. As the fresh
water drained out, my youth leaders and peers at YG were
topping me up by pouring themselves into my life. I had an
amazingly supportive and loving family that always put faith
first at home, but without the additional support of my YG
friends and the leaders who became mentors, I don't think I
could have maintained the witness I had while I played hockey.
It doesn't just have to be sports either. Experts tell us that our
teenage years are the most stressful of our entire lives. The
amount of pressure our youth are under would be absolutely
crippling for most of us. In a way, I guess my encouragement to
the youth is really an encouragement to our congregation at
large to make the commitment to invest in these young men
and women. Let's make sure that making YG a priority for the
youth is not a difficult thing to do, but something that they
immediately feel and know the value of during this challenging
season of their lives."

sure I can slow down and truly listen to their questions - even if
they seem silly to us - is a challenge, but one that I've found
rewarding when I do so."

Your first Oak Park sermon series, Fast Friends, begins
February 18th - without any spoiler alerts, what are some
points or Scriptures we can look forward to?
"Obviously there is a double meaning in the title Fast Friends.
The first is the hope that as we begin this new leg of the
journey that the Oak Park family is on, my family is able to
become fast friends with the rest of the community. We know
that adjustments like this can be uncomfortable and unsettling
for many members of the church, but we aren't here to
purposefully rock the boat or drastically change course, we're
here to love, serve, and come alongside what God is already
doing among you. Additionally the title Fast Friends is
highlighting one aspect of the "journey to Easter" that the
season of Lent represents. Fasting has long been associated
with Lent and in many churches there are strict dietary
restrictions that must be adhered to during the 40-days leading
to Easter Sunday. The intention of the series is not to outline
any arbitrary prohibitions, but to explore further what it might
mean to "fast" from something of your choice and how God
might use that spiritual discipline to grow our faith individually
and together as a church body. The season of Lent might seem
like a very strange idea to you and fasting from anything might
be a foreign practice, but I'm hoping we can give it a try
together and see what God has in store."

As a busy father and husband, do you have a few tips for Oak
Park's dads in being spiritual leaders in their families?
"I'm a big believer that the primary and most important place
for faith formation is within the family. This does not mean
taking on that responsibility is easy or simple to navigate, but it
does mean that it is of vital importance to the spiritual vitality
of our children. The most important thing is the teaching we do
when we don't think we're teaching at all. Kids are these
amazing little sponges (carrying around the same amount of
germs too) that are always watching and always mimicking
what they see. I remember hearing my then-3 year old Cadence
in the bath, baptizing her bath toys in the name of the Holy
Spirit. Obviously she was more perceptive in church than we
thought. Beyond modelling an active and living faith, in our
household, we work at making sure we are modelling and
teaching prayer in all situations. Reading and discussing Bible
stories is another regular practice that we try to do as a family.
Even when these regular practices seem like adding one more
thing to the daily schedule, they usually find a way to open
space for conversations. I've found that kids - and I know it's
not just my own - are naturally inquisitive about God and want
to know more. For a task-oriented person like myself, making

As we are all really looking forward to getting to know Lane
and his family more, please join us on February18th following
the service for a Welcome Pot Luck Lunch.
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Congratulations on your recent
Baptism Skyler Akins! God bless you!

EASTER SERVICES
March 30, Good Friday - 10 am
April 1, Easter Sunday - 10 am
Note: Childcare provided on Easter Sunday only, for
Ages 1-4 in our Nursery - KidsPark will be closed.

Oak Park Volunteers Needed to make
soup & be greeters - please contact Dawn
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Notice of Annual General Meeting
Sunday, March 25, 2018 at 12:00
Pre-AGM Q&A - March 18 at 11:45
All OPCC Partners are invited to attend

General Offering for January 2018
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$0
Actual $19,665

Budget $30,090

11263 Oakfield Drive SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4M2
Did you know Oak Park has its own app?
Download to your smartphone or tablet to easily
access online sermons and event information. You
can follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Phone:

403.251.5150

Fax:

403.281.9822

Email:

office@oakpark.ca

www.oakpark.ca

