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Welcome 
 The Very Rev. Michael Way 

The season of hope is now upon us. 

Alleluia! 

But wait, we didn't just leap from our 

Christmas and Epiphany celebrations 

right into Easter. No, first there was a 

time of deep reflection, contemplation, 

and prayerful self-examination during 

the season of Lent, culminating in that 

slow, painful journey that we have just 

made together through Holy Week that 

led us to Calvary and the tomb. This 

sobering time was necessary for us 

spiritually, for we needed to fully 

embrace the events that led up to the 

tragedy of Good Friday to prepare us 

for the glory and promise and sheer joy 

of his Resurrection. Truly, for now we 

can share fully in his victory over death 

and all the “victories” that come with it: 

victory over hate, over human infidelity, 

over human selfishness and over 

human cruelty. We can be created anew 

as the children of light that God 

intended us to be all along. 

Christ’s passion may have shown us the 

worst of humanity; but his Resurrection 

shows us that there is another way, one 

that promises hope and affirms the 

essential goodness of humanity. As 

Joan Chittister writes “The real lesson 

of Resurrection may be its strangest, 

strongest one. When Jesus died, hope 

died. The apostles grieved the death of 

Jesus. The public was scandalized. The 

synagogue said goodbye to a 

troublemaker. The entire enterprise 

collapsed. But in the end, out of 

apparent failure, came new life stronger 

than it had ever been before. And so, 

too, for us.” 

When one phase of life ends, a new one 

arises, one that affirms the goodness 

that God imparted to us in our 

creation, one that is full of hope, one 

that is full of love. This is why we can 

call ourselves a Resurrection people, an 

Easter people; because in Christ’s 

victory over death, we have all been 

liberated to live our lives in the fullness 

of God’s love, hope and mercy. 

What next? Well, now, as Easter 

people, we are compelled to take that 

love and spread it throughout the 

world…extending to our neighbors that 

same love, that same hope and that 

same mercy. So, let us live Easter every 

day - in our hearts and in our actions. 

Let us live as Christ showed us how to 

live by seeing God in everyone, loving 

our neighbors as ourselves, seeking 

justice and peace and respecting the 

dignity of every human being.  

Happy Easter! Alleluia! 

Michael + 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
https://dioceseofnj.org/
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Life in the Middle Lane 
 

T he news hit me 

like an unexpected 

punch to the gut. The 

church will be kept 

closed for the duration 

of the crisis?! This was 

Friday, March 13, but 

the ominous sounding 

date didn’t even 

register with me, too 

unsettled was I at the 

thought that services 

for the weekend would have to be canceled. My mind 

raced to consider all of the ramifications of this 

directive. Closing the church? It was unimaginable.  

Yet, this is what the bishop said to the assembled 

clergy of the diocese who had hastily been gathered 

together for a Zoom meeting. We were horrified at 

the prospect of closing the churches, but we all 

agreed that this was the right thing to do. After all, 

the evidence was becoming clear that public 

gatherings like worship services were hot spots for 

spreading the Coronavirus; but how long would this 

last? We didn’t know. The bishop didn’t know.  

It may have been the right thing to do, but 

nevertheless we fretted over the “visual” of closed 

churches on Sunday morning. “Won’t that look 

horrible,” we asked ourselves, “I mean, none of the 

other churches in our area seem to be taking such 

drastic steps?” And they didn’t; until the following 

week, by which time most churches in the region had 

also decided that it was irresponsible to remain open 

for worship amid this rapidly growing health crisis. 

But how were we to implement this directive – just 

not have church at all that week?   

Fortunately, the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey 

sprang into action and presented clergy with a host of 

options and resources to consider as each parish 

decided what would work best in their local contexts; 

but it was immediately apparent to most of us that if 

we were to have any type of service at all, it was 

going to have to be one held online.  

For many of us, the learning curve was steep and 

intimidating – “I don’t know anything about live-

streaming on Facebook,” I confided to a colleague. 

But if clergy were going to pursue this option, we had 

to act quickly, because for those of us who had 

regularly scheduled Saturday services, this had to be 

pulled together in less than 24 hours. And then, of 

course, we had to decide what the service was going 

to look like – was it a service of Holy Eucharist or 

Morning Prayer or, given the circumstances, some 

hybrid of the two?  

The first weekend wasn’t horrible. I’ll say that. It 

could have been much worse. Dealing with unreliable 

internet connections was just one of our many 

challenges; but we got through it. We chose a service 

of Morning Prayer without music; it was a simple 

service but at least God was being worshipped at 

Christ Church. Over the next week, adjustments were 

made; and we soon decided to go with a service of 

Holy Eucharist because, as the bishop reminded the 

clergy, under exceptional circumstances, the 

Sacrament could be offered “spiritually” to those 

who watched the celebration of Holy Communion 

online. Eventually, we figured out a way to have 

music as well. (The widely applauded contribution of 

John and Cindy Balme has helped to create a worship 

experience that more closely resembles what people 

were used to in the church. We soon learned how the 

familiar brought tremendous comfort to our 

parishioners.)  

And then something miraculous happened; we began 

to notice the incredible numbers of parishioners and 

visitors who were participating in our service online! 

Each service was attended by hundreds of viewers. 

At first, I had thought that perhaps a handful of 

parishioners would bother to tune in to what I was  

afraid would be an anemic alternative to the in-

person worship experience at our Church. But I was 

wrong, people were just grateful that we could still 

worship together, even if only virtually.  

Since that first weekend, the occasional glitch 

notwithstanding, we have managed to offer services 

every Saturday and Sunday, including 15 services 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Online Giving 

D onations may now be made on the Christ 

Church website for a single or recurring 

contribution. This secure site will allow payment 

through debit/credit card or your personal checking 

account. Your donation will be credited to your 

giving statement, and may be directed to specific 

areas, including Pledge, Lenten Alms, Outreach, 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund, and more.  

Your financial support is especially crucial during 

this difficult time, so we may be able to continue the 

ministries and mission of our church. Although the 

church office is officially closed, the work of the 

church goes on. The mail is also regularly collected, 

and we are most grateful for any contributions 

received online or through the mail. Thank you so 

much for contributing as you are able. 

If you wish to donate online, please visit 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate. Stations of the Cross line the walls of the Old Church; 

the steeple of the New Church is framed by the window 

Formation for Children 

C hildren’s Christian formation education is 

continuing online during this difficult time. 

We have created a Google classroom and loaded it 

with lessons and suggested activities. Please contact 

me if you need the code to logon to this resource. 

Weekly emails with lessons are also being 

distributed and on Sundays at 3 pm we are doing 

Facebook live classes. The children have made 

prayer chains and add loops with the names of 

people they are praying for or the blessing they are 

grateful for too! When we are finally able to be 

together we will string our prayer chains together. 

We try to encourage the children to be good 

disciples of Jesus by doing things for others. As 

such we have been making cards and pictures that 

have been distributed to our homebound seniors 

that receive Meals on Wheels. This effort has 

greatly brightened the days of  our neighbors in 

need! We are going to continue making cards and 

notes and add to our list of recipients.  The 

teachers miss the children and we can’t wait until 

we are all able to learn and celebrate together.  

Christine Stockhausen-Butler, Christian Formation 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate


 

 

Holy Saturday in the Old Church; the altar was stripped of 
every adornment on Maundy Thursday 
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Inclusive Language in the Psalms 

I  had a revelation a while back at our Saturday evening service. During the 

Liturgy of the Word, as we recited the appointed psalm, I became agitated 

and increasingly uncomfortable with the translation we were using from the 

Sunday Lectionary. Suddenly, I found that I could no longer concentrate on 

the beauty of the psalm, because all I could hear was the seemingly relentless 

stream of male pronouns that were used to describe God. ‘He’, ‘his’, ‘him’, 

‘himself’ – these words suddenly seemed to me to be an inappropriate 

reference to God. After all, God has no gender. Add to this the use of Lord 

with its masculine imagery and the lack of inclusive language struck such 

ferociously dissonant chords in my brain that I found it difficult to continue to 

listen. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Early spring flowers begin to blossom in the Christ 
Church Memorial Garden.  

Happy Birthday to our Pledge 

Treasurer, Lou Friedersdorff!  

Lou will celebrate his 90th 

birthday on May 5th. 

Congratulations, Lou! 

Birthday Blessings 



 

 

All services are live-streamed on the Christ Church 

Facebook page:  

● Mon-Fri, 7:30 am Morning Prayer  

● Mon-Fri, 6:00 pm Evening Prayer 

● Saturday 10:00 am Quiet Hour of Meditation 

● Saturday 5:30 pm Recovery & Healing Service 

with Holy Eucharist (with music) 

● Sunday Holy Eucharist at 8:00 am (spoken) 

● Sunday Holy Eucharist at 10:00 (with music). 

from Palm Sunday, through Holy Week, to Easter 

Sunday itself.  Morning and Evening Prayer are now 

offered every day, Monday through Friday, and 

Saturday morning there is an hour for meditation and 

reflection offered. We currently live-stream 14 services 

every week.   

The most gratifying aspect of all of this has been to 

discover that our sense of community is as strong as 

ever. And this is due not only to the success of the live-

streamed services, but to the care and compassion that 

you, the Christ Church family, has shown to one 

another during this time. The phone calls, emails, and 

handwritten notes that parishioners regularly make to 

each other has really kept our sense of community alive 

and well. But it isn’t really much of a surprise to 

discover this, Christ Church folks love to be together 

by whatever means available. 

Do these virtual and indirect experiences replace the 

comfort of in-person gathering in the church? No, of 

course not. But this temporary situation is working. 

People are being spiritually fed, community is 

maintained - and, perhaps, even expanding – and, most 

importantly, God is being praised. In the weeks ahead, 

expect to find other means of gathering this way, 

including a virtual coffee hour on Sundays after the 

10am service, special organ recitals, zoom-based 

formation opportunities for adults, youth and Sunday 

school-age children, and perhaps additional programs 

that haven’t even occurred to us yet. 

Thank you all for being so gracious and positive during 
this difficult time. I was correct in my assessment of 
Christ Church when I first arrived a year ago – this is a 
special community that loves and cares for each other 
deeply and joyfully. That hasn’t changed one bit during 
this crisis.  

Michael + 

The Middle Lane  (Continued from page 2) 
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Live-streamed services have helped maintain the spirit of our 
community and beyond.  At Christ Church, all are welcome! 

http://facebook/ChristChurchMiddletown


 

 

Drop-off  Food Drive: May 2 

Hosted by Christ Church Youth Group 

Please help us support the Food Pantry at  

St. Mark’s Center for Community Renewal  

Items needed: Cereal, Canned/Pouched Meats (Tuna, Chicken) , 

Boxed Milk Products, Soups, Canned Vegetables, Other 

non-perishables.  Please check all expiration dates. 

Where: Lower Parking Lot, Christ Church, Middletown 

When: Saturday, May 2nd, 10am-12 noon 

All social distancing guidelines will be followed! 

If you have any questions, please email Cindy McCormack at 

cynthiamccormack33@verizon.net.  Thanks for your help!  

Cindy McCormack, Youth Leader 
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Soup can graphic image by  
Stefan Gerin 

Lenten Alms—Setting Sail to the Ark! 

O ur Lenten Alms will soon be donated to Heifer 

International. The spread of COVID-19 has 

reached all countries that the organization works in 

and they need this help now more than ever, as the 

most vulnerable populations will be hardest hit by this 

crisis. Despite our own circumstances, our 

congregation once again answered the call to seek and 

serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as 

ourselves and turning our fasting this Lent into a feast 

of hope for those in extreme poverty. We have raised 

$3,314.35.   

As we set sail to our Ark, we'd like to celebrate by 

asking everyone in the congregation to create a 

rainbow of hope, representing both the hope we are 

delivering to others around the world and the hope we 

continue to provide each other even while we remain 

apart. 

Please send a photo of your rainbow to the office to 

share. They will be posted on the church website and 

Facebook pages.  

Robyn Gerin for the Outreach Committee 



 

 

Outreach Opportunities  
Helping others during the Pandemic 

M any have asked if Christ Church would 

sponsor a congregation-wide response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Knowing that the Youth 

Group is sponsoring a food drive for St Mark’s, the 

Outreach Committee has decided on a two pronged 

approach: 

● $250 from Outreach funds will be donated to 

Lunch Break, which is providing hot meals, 

groceries and emergency funding to those 

suffering due to the virus. 

● We also wanted to dedicate a donation in 

Father Michael’s name to thank him for all he 

has done to spiritually lead and sustain us. We 

are so blessed to have him as our priest, 

especially during this difficult time. He chose 

St. Mark’s Center for Community Renewal as 

the recipient. 

If you would like to join us in this tribute to Father 

Michael, which will help St Mark’s provide meals to 

those in need, please make your check payable to 

Christ Church with ‘Outreach-Pandemic’ on the 

memo line. They may be mailed to Christ Church 

or dropped off in the office mail slot. You may also 

donate by check or debit/credit card on the Christ 

Church website christchurchmiddletown.org/donate and 

specify the amount of your donation on the 

"Outreach-Pandemic" line.  

Thank you, and stay safe and well!  

Erna Sottile, Vestry for Outreach 
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Adapting to the pandemic: Grab and go meals at Lunch Break in 

Red Bank, and St. Mark’s Center for Community Renewal in 

Keansburg. 

Serving at St. Mark’s Center for Community Renewal in Keansburg, 

pre-COVID-19. Pictured (left to right), Grace Wilson, Emily Strom, 

and Pam Marhan.   

Due to the pandemic, our Christ Church youths cannot 

participate in the food drive in the traditional way —sorting 

and packing food—however, they’ve contributed in other 

ways, presenting fresh ideas and invaluable energy.  

Special thanks to Stefan Gerin for the graphic image (see 

page 6), and to Emily Strom for recording a video appeal in 

support of  the Food Drive. Click here to view Emily’s video.  

christchurchmiddletown.org/donate
http://christchurchmiddletown.org/news/st-marks-food-drive
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Why had this never bothered me before? I have always fancied myself a proponent of inclusive language in 

scripture and in worship; but suddenly, to my shame, I realized that all the while I had been turning a blind eye to 

the lack of inclusive language in the Psalter. For whatever reason, I had tolerated the male pronouns in the Psalms 

that referred to God, barely raising an eyebrow wherever they appeared. But that was to change. 

I ran to my library and pulled the St. Helena Psalter from the shelf. I was introduced to this translation in 

seminary, and admired it for its artful elimination of non-inclusive language, but it had never served as a basis for 

my own worship and study. The benefits of this translation became immediately apparent to me as I compared the 

first three verses of Psalm 98 (the psalm that had disturbed me so much on Saturday evening) with the Psalter 

found in the Sunday Lectionary: 

St. Helena Psalter:  

Sing a new song to God, who has done marvelous things. With your right hand, O God, and your holy arm, 

you have won for yourself the victory. You have made known your victory; your righteousness have you 

openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

Sunday Lectionary:  

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. With his right hand and his holy arm he has 

won for himself the victory.  The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness has he openly shown 

in sight of the nations. 

The St. Helena translation came to me as a breath of fresh air. 

When I shared that I would be changing the translation used at our spoken services on Saturday and Sunday, there 

seemed to be a general sense of relief among those who plan the worship, as if everyone else had been patiently 

waiting for this change. 

Let us not forget how powerful the words used in worship are and how damaging they can be if they are misused 

or misunderstood. Because of this we have an obligation to be wise and sensitive in choosing how our faith is 

expressed in our liturgy. This includes Holy Scripture! The Rev. Kathryn Piccard speaks to the importance of 

language used in worship when she refers to the “halo” effect.” The “halo effect” of the language of our worship 

means that what happens in worship services and religious education programs seems (especially to children) to 

have God’s stamp of approval. Piccard continues: When the words of our worship teach children that God is 

more like a boy than like a girl, more like a man than like a woman, more like light and white than like dark and 

black, is that accurate? Is it just? 

The answer to her question is a resounding “No!” 

Changing the language of the Psalms we use in worship is just one small (but significant) step that needs to be 

taken to make sure that the language we use in our community of faith reflects the spirit of our Baptismal 

Covenant which calls us to respect the dignity of all people. 

Michael + 

Inclusive Language   (Continued from page 4) 


