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T h e  C h u r ch  C r i e r  

The Newsletter of Christ Episcopal Church, Middletown NJ 

Welcome 
 The Rev. Michael Way 

For most of us the new year begins on January 1; 

but of course there are other dates that also mark 

the beginning of a new year.  For instance, Rosh 

Hashana is celebrated as the new year according 

to the Jewish calendar, and then of course there 

is the annual festival associated with the Chinese 

New Year.  In the Christian tradition, a new 

liturgical year begins with the season of Advent. 

These are all examples of the start of a new year, 

the opportunity for a new beginning.  

But among all of these “New Years,” it is the start of the new school year that marks 

an annual “beginning” for me. Indeed, the academic calendar still continues to 

govern my sense of time even decades after I completed my formal education. So, 

every year somewhere around the first of September, I am filled with the hope and 

excitement and giddy sense of anticipation that accompanies this new beginning – 

this kind of New Year. 

I’m feeling that way now as I write, with memories of those last days of summer 

spent in excited anticipation of what the upcoming school year would hold.  My life, 

I realized, would soon be graced with new teachers, new subjects, and usually some 

new peers as well. I would ask myself “What subject will I enjoy the most?” and 

“What subject will surprise me the most? I wondered who my favorite teacher 

would be, how our sports teams would do, what the school plays would be like, 

what new music would we learn in band or orchestra, etc., etc.  I couldn’t wait to 

begin! 

Then the day would finally come. The sense of renewal seemed to pervade 

everything associated with the start of school. The classrooms, after a thorough 

cleaning over the summer, smelled fresh and new on that first day; everyone seemed 

to smile and be full of positive energy; old friends, new friends, new teachers – all 

excited to see each other; the textbooks promised to contain information that would 

lead to new discoveries and new adventures. It was a time to think about what the 

future could hold, a time that offered a clean slate, a fresh start – a new beginning! 

That is also how I feel about this parish, because it is also a new year for us here at 

Christ Church and, just like any new school year, the future promises to bring a 

combination of the new and the old, the expected and the surprising. There are new 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown
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Life in the Middle Lane: 
by The Rev. Michael Way 

“There is a Solution” 
A New Approach to Our Saturday Evening Worship 

T hese days no one 

shies away from 

using words like 

‘crisis’ and ‘epidemic’ 

when discussing our 

national problem with 

addiction to drugs and 

alcohol. Tragically, 

nearly everyone in 

some way is affected 

by this crisis, be it due 

to the suffering of a 

family member, a friend, a co-worker or oneself.  The 

resulting impact upon our society is great and 

terrifying. But, as they say in 12-step recovery 

programs, there is a solution to this crisis and that 

one is God.  

Communities of faith are particularly well positioned 

to play a pivotal role in combating this national 

epidemic, because a belief that ‘God is the solution’ is 

fundamental to our very being. Historically, here at 

Christ Church, like many houses of worship, we have 

played an important role in helping people recover 

from addiction by welcoming 12-step recovery 

groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous into our 

building for their weekly meetings. Currently, our 

spaces are used by five different recovery groups 

every week: Alcoholics Anonymous (2 meetings), 

Narcotics Anonymous, and Cocaine Anonymous, 

and Nar-anon.  

Lately, we have added to our commitment to the 

recovery community by including those who suffer 

from addiction and the family and friends who care 

for them in the Prayers of the People that we say at 

our weekend services. But we feel that God is calling 

us to play a more active role in the recovery process 

by offering ourselves as a spiritual resource. 

Accordingly, we have decided to take a further step in 

our commitment to battling addiction by offering a 

weekly worship service that speaks directly to this 

crisis.  

Beginning on Saturday, September 7, our evening 

service will be revamped to include healing and 

recovery as part of our Eucharistic celebration.  In 

many ways it will resemble our usual services, but the 

music will be lean more toward the contemporary, 

there will be an opportunity to receive healing prayer 

and anointing, and perhaps most notably the 12 steps 

of recovery will be integrated into the Episcopal 

liturgy.  

Now, given that our traditional liturgy is complete, 

you may well ask why these steps are even necessary 

in a weekly service of the Holy Eucharist. The answer 

is simple; because regardless of whether we are in 

recovery ourselves, these steps reflect our response as 

people of faith to a broken world in which we in turn 

find ourselves broken. So they apply to all of us.  

Our faith tells us that there is a solution to our 

brokenness and that solution is God. Our challenge 

as people of faith is to admit to this brokenness and 

acknowledge that solely by our own will power, 

without God and without community, we cannot 

achieve wholeness, happiness and grace.   

These steps proclaim what we all need to hear and 

know: that we are all addicted to the brokenness of 

this world – some through alcohol, drugs or 

gambling, some through self-centeredness, self-

reliance, consumerism, wealth, avarice or any of the 

myriad ills of our society that lead us away from God. 

Humbly admitting our powerlessness over these 

forces is the first step toward turning in a Godward 

direction.  

Please understand that this service is not just for 

people in recovery or those directly affected by 

addiction in some way, it is a weekly Eucharist in the 

Episcopal tradition and therefore seeks to enrich all 

who attend; but in intentionally including the 

recovery community, it seeks to serve people who 

may have been under-served in weekly corporate 

worship. Is there someone you know of who could 

benefit from this type of experience? If so, invite 

them - all are welcome!   

Michael + 
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Christian Formation  
For Families 

To all our Christ Church Families, 

D ue to a death in the family, the first day of 

church school has been changed to 9/29. The 

first day of youth group will remain 9/22.  

I am excited that our church school year is starting 

very soon with our first class on  September 29nd and 

wanted to take a moment to share some information 

about our Christian Education Programs.  We want to 

embrace the philosophy that all are welcome at Christ 

Church where growing in faith is fun! 

We have taken feedback from our parents and 

teachers and made some changes in response. This 

spiritual journey is a collaborative effort and we value 

everyone’s input so please do not hesitate to reach out 

to me with suggestions at any time.  

For our Preschool we will continue to utilize Godly 

Play which is a Christian education curriculum based 

on the Montessori principles that the best learning 

occurs in an inquisitive, cooperative, nurturing 

atmosphere. The Godly Play method helps our 

children to explore their faith through stories and 

begin their spiritual journey through wonder and play. 

We are transitioning to a new curriculum for our older 

children. We chose Weaving God’s Promise which is an 

Episcopal curriculum that is dynamic and engaging 

that will help our children experience how God’s 

promise of salvation is woven into our lives. Activity 

types are varied and include arts, crafts, dramas, 

pencil/paper activities, games, and others. In addition, 

a variety of general activities that can be adapted to 

any lesson which promotes differentiated learning. 

This new curriculum will help provide a solid 

foundation for our children that they can use on their 

spiritual journey to Christian adulthood and the 

children will have fun at the same time! 

Kids' Sunday 

Our children aren't just the future of our congregation, 

but they are a vital part of it now. Including children in 

the church services is an important part of forming a 

connection to the liturgy and the church community. 

On designated Sundays, the children and youth will be 

taking on leadership roles during church services.  

They will carry the cross and torches, do the readings,  

and  lead the psalms and prayers of the people.  

Younger children can greet parishioners, bring up the 

gifts and pass the collection plates.  

Youth and Confirmation: 

Confirmation classes for youth in 8th grade through 

high school will begin in January. Classes will 

immediately follow the 10 am service during the 

church school year and will meet twice per month. 

Confirmation will be in 2021.   

On Sunday, September 22nd, the Youth Group will 

have its first meeting in the Youth Lounge 

immediately after the 10:00 am service. They are 

usually finished by 12:15 pm.  All Christ Church 

youths in grades 8 and higher are welcome to attend.  

Following is our fall schedule and some details about 

our first two Outreach opportunities.  

● September 28th-29th, Cardboard Box City for 

Family Promise. The link to the CBC website is 

familypromisemc.org/cardboard-box-city-2019. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Hold the dates! 

September 29 – First Day of Sunday School and 
Kick-Off Meeting 

October 6th – Kids’ Sunday and Blessing of the 
Animals 

October 20th – CROP Walk at Red Bank 
Regional High School 

November 3 – Kids’ Sunday and All Saints Day 
November 24 – Kids’ Sunday and Christ the King 

Celebration   
December 8 – Advent Spaghetti Dinner 
January 5 – Epiphany Sunday Pageant  (Christmas 

Pageant) 
There will be no Sunday School on  
November 10th and December 1st 

familypromisemc.org/cardboard-box-city-2019


 

 

Christian Formation for Families  (Continued from page 3) 

● October 20th - The 39th Annual Red Bank Area CROP Walk. 

More details to follow. The link to our Christ Church page is 

crophungerwalk.org/redbanknj/ccmiddletown. 

As the mother of three children I know how busy everyone’s 

schedule is and I appreciate your commitment to their spiritual 

development.  I want to hear from you and your children as we 

plan so we can make this year wonderful. Please join us after 

services on September 29th after the 10 am services to share your 

ideas and what you would like to see in your own child’s spiritual 

growth.  Father Michael and I are looking forward to working you 

to make this the best experience possible for your family so please 

feel free to reach out to us with any questions and we look 

forward to beginning this adventure with you!  

Christine Stockhausen Butler 
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Fall Youth Group Schedule: 

September 22nd Meeting - Youth Lounge 

September 28th-29th Cardboard Box City 

for Family Promise  

October 6th Meeting - Youth Lounge 

October 20th - CROP Walk 1:00 pm at 

Red Bank Regional High School 

October 27th Meeting - Youth Lounge 

November 3rd and 10th - No meetings 

November 17th Meeting - Youth Lounge 

November 24th Meeting - Youth Lounge 

 

Christian Formation  
For Adults 

Sunday After Church Adult Forum, November 3 & 10 
A New Adult Formation Forum led by Cathy Bickerton 

D rawing from her wealth of experience working in the world of hospital 

chaplaincy, Cathy Bickerton will explore various topics of interest to 

our community on Sundays after the 10 AM service. The first Forum will 

consist of a two-part presentation entitled: “From dying suddenly and 

unprepared, Good Lord, deliver us.” This presentation will cover various end 

of life issues, including highly controversial new legislation allowing a 

physician to provide a patient with the drugs that will allow him/her to die.  

This Forum is tentatively scheduled for November 3 and 10.  

Additionally, Cathy will present other Forum talks to be scheduled 

throughout the program year on dates yet to be determined. The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Weekly Christian Formation Opportunities for Adults 

• Centering Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the church Library.  Be still and know God in the Centering 
Prayer form.  All are welcome. 

• The Women’s Study Group meets every Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. All women are welcome to join this 
friendly group. 

• The Knights of Panera (Men’s Group) meets at 7:30 am every Saturday at Panera Bread in Middletown. All 
men are welcome! 

• Join the prayer chain or email your confidential prayer requests to Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org, or call the 
church office at 732.671.2524.  

crophungerwalk.org/redbanknj/ccmiddletown
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T his September marks the fourth year of Education for Ministry (EfM) at Christ Church.  

George Speidel and I, Pauline Dawson, will co-mentor the group that meets on Wednesday 

evenings for the thirty-six week course of study, reflection, prayer and community.  The group this 

year consists of 2 first-year students studying the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament), 3 second-year 

students studying the New Testament, and 5 third-year students studying the history of Christianity.   

This year’s theme is Living as Spiritually Mature Christians. To help us achieve this growth, the entire group will 

read Life in Christ:  Practicing Christian Spirituality by Julia Gatta in the Fall semester and Life Together by Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer in the Spring semester. With God’s help and with the support of the Christ Church community, we 

look forward to many more years of this wonderful program.   

Pauline Dawson, EfM Mentor 

Christ Church Book Club 

N ow, in our second year, the purpose of the book club is to provide a small 

group forum for continued learning about our faith through reading and 

discussion while enjoying fellowship. 

We are a group of 6 to 10 members who gather one Wednesday evening per 

month between September and June at the church. Our meetings include 

opening/closing prayer, light snacks and lively discussion. We're a very informal 

group with no expectations other than to explore our faith in fellowship (i.e. no 

pressure!).  

We read books related to our faith from any genre.  But, this year, we decided to 

read only one book about church history...Christianity: The First Three Thousand 

Years by Diarmaid MacCulloch. 

Our first meeting will be September 18th. But it’s not too late! We would love to 

have one or two more people join the “faithful readers”.  If you are interested or 

have questions, please email Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org or call us at 732-671-2524. 

Peter Dunn 

faces on staff and in the pews. There will be 

wonderful worship that takes us through the liturgical 

seasons, a glorious music program, new formation 

programs for both children and adults, lots of parish 

parties, and various opportunities to enrich our 

spiritual lives and guide us in a Godward direction. 

So, a new year begins, even if only unofficially. The 

months ahead will be full for us; and there will be 

much time spent as a community laughing together, 

crying together, worshiping God together, and living 

into our Baptismal Covenant, and spreading the 

Good News throughout the world as we live our lives 

in love. 

Let this be a time of renewal for all of us as we 

embark upon a fresh start.  Let us allow ourselves to 

enjoy this newness, let us recognize the endless 

possibilities for us as a faith community.  Let us look 

to the year ahead and dream a little. What could our 

future look like here at Christ Church; and what can 

each of us do to make our dreams for this holy, 

unique and blessed community of faith come true? 

Michael + 

Welcome (Continued from page 1) 
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Monday Evenings in October: Speaking Our Faith 
A New Adult Formation Series led by Fr. Michael 

W hy is it so hard for us to talk about Faith? Why is Faith, this important, but sensitive, subject basically 

omitted from our public discourse? Is it because we are afraid of offending non-believers? Do we feel 

uncomfortable discussing something that might be considered controversial? Are we reluctant to speak on the 

topic because, if truth be told, we aren’t even sure what it is we really believe?  

These are all reasonable concerns; but our Baptismal Covenant says we are to “proclaim by word and example the 

Good News of God in Christ.” So, what will help us to feel comfortable discussing our faith?  

“Speaking Our Faith” is a five-part series that can help us figure out what words will work for each of us as we 

make that proclamation. Through the use of videos and good, honest and open discussion we grow more 

confident in our ability to articulate what we really feel about God. 

The short video presentations accompanying this series are given by a highly respected Episcopal priest, The Rev. 

Dr. Kit Carlson. She has spent years studying the fundamentals of faith discovery and communication in mainline, 

Christian communities and has designed this study to bring renewal and vitality to believers and faith communities. 

Each gathering will be held in the Undercroft and begin with a simple supper at 6:30 pm; the program will start 

promptly at 7:00 and conclude at 8:00. No preparation will be required for these sessions. 

Join us for the following sessions: October 7, 14, 21, and 28. 

Mondays in Advent: Introduction to Advent 
Join us for the following sessions: December 2, 9, and 16. 

A dvent is a season of great anticipation, both inside and outside of the Church. While the world around us 

shops, cooks, and prepares for December 25, Christians have their own way of anticipating the birth of 

Jesus. 

In this class, Episcopal priest and author Tim Schenck will open up our imaginations to the magic of this holy 

time of year. Advent is a beautiful season in the church year, and yet it can get lost in the frenzy of premature 

Christmas-celebration, or even in the busyness of preparing for the holidays. But "preparing for Christmas" has a 

whole different meaning in the Christian Church: it is a prayerful, quiet, even penitent time in which we prepare 

our hearts for the coming of Christ into the world, for the gift of the Word made flesh. 

Advent is about waiting, about watching, about expecting. It cannot be rushed, nor can it be used to hurry 

Christmas. We, like Mary, must watch and prepare as we await the birth of the Savior of the world. The lessons 

and hymns of Advent remind us of this, as they focus on the larger story of Jesus: his conception and birth, but 

also his redemption of the world and his long-awaited Second Coming. We practice living patiently in between 

these times. John the Baptist, Mary, and Joseph all model important spiritual lessons if we only take the time to 

learn and listen. 

This 3-part course provides an interesting and light-hearted introduction to the history and purpose of Advent, as 

well as offering new material for reflection and practice to those who have observed Advent all their lives. 

Each session will begin at 6:30 pm with a simple supper, followed at 7:00 by a 1-hour program. The evening will 

conclude at 8:00.  
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● Each guest will receive thirty tickets to place in raffle bags for the $30 admission fee. The bags will sit in front 

of the items. This is different from our Calico Fair Silent Auction. These gift items will all be raffled off. 

● We will be selling tickets after the 10 o’clock service in the Undercroft. We have already sold about seventy 

tickets and are hoping to reach our goal of two hundred over the next few weeks. You might consider 

reserving a table for your friends (8 to 10 people) and then either cover the cost upfront or wait for 

reimbursement from your friends. PLEASE WRITE “GIFT AUCTION TICKETS” on your memo line. 

● You can buy more tickets at the event, and we hope you will!  Some tickets will cost more for higher-end big 

items and the Grand Prize.  

● We will be selling 50/50 tickets on Auction day at MAC. 

● We are still accepting items for baskets. If you want to donate (new or never used) items, just bring them to 

the Church Office and we will find a basket home for them, wrap them and add them to our list. A note 

stating the approximate value is most helpful, along with the name of the donor. 

● Of course, completed theme baskets are still and always welcome! 

● We are still in need of gifts and/or completed baskets for men. If you get an attack of Home Depot or 

Lowe’s or any hardware store, please drop in and let the Spirit be your guide. Milwaukee and Black and 

Decker make solid tools and you might consider adding a store gift card or some accessories (painters’ hats, 

paint sticks; buckets; work gloves). 

● Cash donations will help to defray the costs associated with the Auction (supplies; venue; rentals) and are 

most welcome. PLEASE WRITE “AUCTION DONATION” ON THE MEMO LINE and place in the 

collection basket. 

● As Auction Day draws near, think about volunteering to move the baskets from the upper level of the church 

to the designated pick-up stations; time and details TBA. Please see Cathy. 

● Please also consider driving baskets to MAC in your van or SUV early on Sunday morning, October 20th. 

Logistics TBA. Again, please see Cathy. 

● Contact the church office with questions, comments or suggestions at 732-671-2524 or email 

Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org.  

With tremendous appreciation for your enthusiasm and generosity,  

The Auction Team 

Maria Kerfoot, Chair 

Ronnie Warren  

Cathy O’Flynn  

Carol Murray Negron  

GIFT  AUCTION 
OCTOBER 20, 2019, 4 PM 

Middletown Arts Center 

THANK YOU!!  In our designated Basket Room, we have more than one 

hundred-fifty baskets wrapped and ready to be moved on Auction Day to 

the Middletown Arts Center. 

The Gift Basket total received a big boost last weekend, when at least eight 

new completed baskets appeared, all ready to be accessioned and moved 

upstairs! The momentum for this major fundraiser is growing among us as 

well as many of our friends/vendors from outside of our church family.  

As the Auction draws near, we offer the following information/suggestions. 



 

 

Family Promise News 

A fter a summer-long respite, our next Family Promise hosting week is fast approaching.  Our guests will arrive 

this Sunday, September 22, for a week’s stay.  The Sign-Up Genius list of volunteer slots have been posted, 

and we thank in advance all of you who will sign up to help us be gracious hosts.  As always we need help with set-

up, including stocking the pantry with supplies, dinner preparation, and evening and overnight hosting.  If you 

would like to be part of our big Family Promise “team” here at Christ Church, one that has been helping homeless 

families with children for the past 18 years, we would be delighted to have you.  Please contact the church office at 

732-671-2524 or Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org for more information or to volunteer.   

● Meals - Pauline Dawson  

● Evening Hosting - Melinda Rudnicki  

● Overnight Hosting - Wendy Carofano  

● Pantry Support - Linda Barth or Mary Ann Matusewski  

● Set-up or Clean-up - Barbara Garrity  

Family Promise Leadership Transitions 

As many of you know, Christ Church was the first congregation to host homeless families with children when the 

program kicked off here in Monmouth County in July, 2001.  One of the secrets to our success and longevity has 

been that our leadership turns over regularly, as parishioners step up into new responsibilities. Right now we are 

looking for new leaders in three areas: Overnight host coordinator, parish co-coordinator, and dinner coordinator.   

Parish Coordinator. Barbara Garrity has been our parish co-coordinator for the past several years, currently 

working with Pauline Dawson. The parish coordinator handles communications with Family Promise of 

Monmouth County, attends quarterly meetings, collects the information about the families we’ll be hosting and 

shares it with all our coordinators. The parish coordinator also figures out room assignments, updates our FP 

notebook for reference, and handles most of the communications to our church.   

Overnight Host Coordinator. Wendy Carofano will be moving away next year. The overnight host coordinator 

encourages people to sign up to stay overnight, enters volunteers in the Sign-Up Genius if they are not able to 

connect, and negotiates any swapping of dates that may be necessary. Shortly before the guests arrive she sends the 

parish coordinators the complete overnight hosting schedule and reminds the hosts about the hosting 

requirements.  The time required for organizing is approximately 3 to 4 hours over the 2 to 3 weeks prior to a 

hosting week. 

Dinner Coordinator. Pauline Dawson was our dinner coordinator when she stepped up to become Parish Co-

coordinator about two years ago, leaving a vacancy for planning meals. The job basically entails slotting providers 

and menus, being sensitive to any food allergies or other dietary restrictions. 

If you would like to know more about any these leadership positions please reach out to Wendy, Barbara or 

Pauline. As always, we will work with you as you learn the job.  Nobody gets thrown into the deep end of the pool 

without water wings!  

Cardboard Box City X 

Cardboard Box City X is coming on September 28-29!  This is the night when we give up our comfortable beds 

for a bread line soup supper and a night in a cardboard box in exchange for pledges in support for Family Promise 

of Monmouth County.  It is both a significant fundraiser for FPMC, but also helps raise awareness of about 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Hurricane Relief  through ERD 

Hurricane Dorian devastated the northern islands of the 

Bahamas and caused additional damage along the US 

eastern coast. The Outreach committee is donating $250 

to Episcopal Relief and Development’s Hurricane Relief 

Fund which supplies direct support to those in need. 

Please join us by writing a check to Christ Church with 

ERD/hurricane on the memo line or give to ERD 

directly. Donations made through Christ Church are 

requested by September 22nd. Thank you! 

COG Back to School Drive, Sept. 24 

For over twenty years, Calico Cat has given each of their 

pantry families gift cards for shoes and a new outfit for 

each school-aged child. As a supporting member of 

Community Outreach Group, we are asking your 

support in the form of a monetary donation, so that they 

may purchase the gift cards in bulk, at a discount. 

Checks should be made payable to COG, Inc, with "Back 

to School" on the memo line.  Please bring or mail your 

donation to the Christ Church office before September 

24. You may also place your contribution in an envelope 

marked "COG Back to School" and place it in our 

collection plate.  Thank you! 

Seamen’s Church Toiletries 

The Seamen's Church Institute distributes gifts to the 

mariners who are miles away from home during the 

Christmas season. Each gift includes useful items such as 

hand lotion, soap, shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, lip 

balm - things difficult to come by when working long 

stretches on the water.  

Please place your unopened and unused sample sized 

toiletries in a plastic bag marked SCI and leave in one of 

the red wagons. 

Outreach Coffee Sale—Thank you! 

Thank you to all who participated in our September 

Outreach Coffee Sale.  Together we raised $353.00 in 

profits which will be used to help others through Christ 

Church Outreach projects. The next opportunity to 

purchase delicious, fresh-roasted coffee to benefit 

Outreach will be in December.   

Outreach 

CROP Walk Oct. 20, 1:30 pm 
at Red Bank Regional High School 

P lease join us for a fun afternoon and help 

raise money for CROP. Red Bank CROP 

Walk has been a part of the 50 year history of 

CROP Hunger Walks in the United States. 

Participants of all ages from over a dozen area 

communities join at the start line at Red Bank 

Regional High School to walk through Little 

Silver, Fair Haven, and Red Bank, to END 

HUNGER. Registration is at 1 pm. 

Please consider an easy online donation. The link 

to our Christ Church fundraising page is 

CropHungerWalk.org/redbanknj/CCMiddletown. 

Cindy McCormack, Youth Leader 

COG Household Goods Drive 

T hank you so much for your continued 

support  of the COG Household Goods 

Drive. In November we will pack up all of the 

cleaning/personal hygiene products into forty 

separate bags which will be given to our 

neighbors in need through the Calico Pantry. Our 

item lists are almost filled! Still needed: 10 rolls of 

toilet paper, 7 boxes of tissues, 1 laundry 

detergent, 1 plastic wrap, and feminine personal 

products. Please place your donations in one of 

the little red wagons, located in both churches, 

and in front of the office. Your donations are 

greatly appreciated.  

Janet & Kate Chaballa, Coordinators  

crophungerwalk.org/redbanknj/ccmiddletown
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English Tutoring Program  

D o you know a non-native English speaker who 

might benefit from one-on-one tutoring with a 

native English speaker? A free 8-class program will be 

offered at the Atlantic Highlands Library starting 

Saturday Sept 7. Classes will be held from 10:00 am to 

11:30 am on the following dates: Sept. 7 and 21, Oct. 5 

and 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and Dec. 7 and 14. This program 

is NOT for beginners, but rather designed to help those 

students (18 years of age and older) who already speak 

some English and want to learn common phrases, idioms 

and how to ask questions.   

In addition, the program, sponsored jointly by the 

English Speaking Union (ESU) - (Vicki Schmelzer, 

Christ Church member, is the co-chair) and Atlantic 

Highlands Library, will offer two evening classes in a 

small group format. These classes will be held from 5:30 

to 6:45 pm on Thursday Sept. 26 and Thursday 

November 21.  

Register for classes or to tutor at the Atlantic Highlands 

Library, located at 100 1st Avenue.  

For additional information, please call the library at 732-

291-1956.  

Vicki Schmelzer 

More Outreach Opportunities 

W e will be posting a new Outreach Bulletin 

Board in the Undercroft in October. We 

hope to highlight the many ways our Christ 

Church family helps our neighbors. Please send 

us information on your involvement. Some of 

our many ministries are: 

• St Marks Soup Kitchen 
• Library Volunteer 
• English Tutor 
• Family Promise 
• Calico Cat  
• Aslan Ministries  
• Mothers of Pre Schoolers (MOPS) 

Trish Thurman, Lauren Badal & Judy Forys 

at St. Mark’s Kitchen, Keansburg. 

Blessing of Backpacks, September 14-15 
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First Friday: Oct 4 

Join Father Michael and your Christ 

Church family for an informal gathering 

on October 4th from 5:30 to 7 pm.   

Vacation Bible School 

Thank you to all the volunteers and 

students who attended VBS in August.  

More on page 14. 



 

 

homelessness in our affluent area, and also gives each of us participants a 

small taste of homelessness is like.  This is the tenth anniversary of the 

Cardboard Box City event and it will be at the new day center, on the 

grounds of the former Ft. Monmouth. Past participants have included 

both youth group members and whole families. I am planning to 

participate, and would be delighted to chaperone up to 5 of our youth 

who’d like to join me.  If we get more than 5, we’ll need another 

chaperone to join us.  With Family Homelessness remaining at crisis 

proportions -- over 200 children are without homes in Monmouth County 

-- each participant is asked to raise $200 in pledges, and we also seek 

parishioners’ support at coffee hour in the weeks just before and after the 

event.  This is an ideal community service project and all are welcome!   

Please let me know ASAP if you would like to join me at CBCX!   

Barbara Garrity 

For more information and to register, visit  

familypromisemc.org/cardboard-box-city-2019 

Family Promise News  (Continued from page 8) 
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“Community Bag” Programs to benefit  
Family Promise-MC 

F amily Promise of Monmouth County has been selected to 

be a part of the Stop & Shop Community Bag Program 

and the ACME Give Back Where it Counts Program.  Both 

initiatives are designed to make it easy for customers to 

contribute to their local community while supporting the 

environment. 

During the month of October, each time a reusable 

Community Bag is purchased at the Stop & Shop located at 100 

State Route 36 in Keyport or ACME located at 616 Newman 

Springs Road in Lincroft, $1 will go directly to FPMC! This is 

a great way to raise awareness, support the environment and 

fundraise for our cause. 

Our goal is to raise $1,000! Please help us by spreading the 

news to friends and family. Call, send emails, and post on social 

media. The more people who learn about the program and 

purchase the Community Bag during the month of October, 

the more money we will raise.  To learn more about these 

programs, please visit stopandshop.bags4mycause.com or 

acme.bags4mycause.com/about-the-program. 

Wendy Carofano 

Blessing of  the Animals: 

October 6th, 10 am 

Bring your pets to church (either the living 

or “stuffed” toy kind) to receive a blessing 

at the 10 am service on Sunday, October 

6th in commemoration of St. Francis day. 

 

https://familypromisemc.org/cardboard-box-city-2019/
http://stopandshop.bags4mycause.com/
acme.bags4mycause.com/about-the-program


 

 

Page 13  The Church Cr ier  Autumn 2019  

 

News from the Choir Loft 

S ince our last newsletter the choir has been busy in a very unusual way! Half the choir also sings with the 
Brookdale Concordia Chorale and in that capacity they spent the end of June and early July singing in China! 

To sing in China you have to be invited by host choirs. The response from Chinese choirs was so strong our first 
concert day ended up being a double-header with 3 host choirs at each concert.  

All in all we sang in Hangzhou, Suzhou, Shanghai, Beijing and at the Great Wall. Due to our strained relations 
with China our official Great Wall performance was cancelled, but our resourceful guides took us to another part 
of the wall to sing and there we met the Children’s Choir of the Shanghai Philharmonic Orchestra and we sang an 
impromptu mini-concert with them - a wonderful moment of people rising above politics. 

This fall the Brookdale Concordia with our choir members will be singing the Cherubini Requiem on November 
2nd as a commemoration service for our parish members who have gone before us. Father Michael is crafting a 
special service for the occasion. This requiem, written in 1817, was Beethoven’s favorite and he hoped it would be 
performed at his own funeral. This was not to be, but his positive feelings about this beautiful work is a rather 
strong recommendation. I hope you will join us on November 2nd. 

Our recorder players advance in skill and ambition, and you will enjoy many beautiful works played by them 
before the 10am service and not to be outdone, our bell-players are advancing to more ambitious repertory. I can’t 
call them ‘ringers’ because now we are technically a ‘carillon choir’! 

John Balme, Music Director/Organist 

John & Cindy Balme, Christ Church Choir members, and the Brookdale Concordia Chorale in China  

Music Rehearsal Schedule 
Thursdays, in the Music Room 

● Bells, 7:00 pm 

● Adult Choir, 7:30 pm 

● Recorders, 8:30 pm 
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Christmas in July 

T hank you to everyone for embracing our 

Christmas in July celebration!  Thank you to all 

who baked Christmas cookies to remember those 

who serve our community throughout the year—the 

fire fighters, police officers, Community Outreach 

Group workers...just to name a few. Thanks also to 

those who delivered the baked goods. Your 

thoughtful generosity made it possible to give three 

dozen home baked cookies to over thirty different 

organizations in the Middletown area!   

Thank you to all who purchased outdoor toys for the 

Aslan Youth camps, and to those who packed them 

up and delivered them.  Many thanks to the children 

who participated in the service. And a special word of 

thanks to George Speidel, our Summer Santa! 

Aslan Summer Camp Lunch Project 

T hank you to everyone who participated in the 

ASLAN Youth Ministries Summer Day 

Camp Lunch Project - those who donated lunch 

supplies and funding, and those who assembled 

the lunches. We provided 80 complete lunches and 

snacks to the children attending the Red Bank day 

camp on August 15th. ASLAN serves the needs of 

children at risk through its tutoring program, its 

recreational and enrichment programs, and by 

teaching good Christian values. 

Lauren Badal & Erna Sottile 

Thank You... 
Vacation Bible School 

V acation Bible School took place every 

morning from August 5th through 9th at 

Middletown Reformed Church. This year there 

were over sixty children in attendance! 

Thank you to all families, volunteers, teachers, 

leaders, and students who made this year’s VBS 

one of the best ever offered by Christ Church and 

Middletown Reformed Church.   

Special thanks to our volunteers, Theresa 

Blackburn Tuttle, Nancy Coffin, Carinna 

Darragh, Judy Forys, Linda Malanowski, 

Juliet Rossnagel, Vicki Schmelzer, Bronwyn 

Shaughnessy, Christine Stockhausen-Butler, 

Lucy Tuttle, and Father Michael Way.  

Our week-long mission project for VBS was for 

the Backpack Crew (preventing childhood hunger 

in the school system) and the Blessing Bag Brigade 

(providing hygiene items for those who are 

homeless in our area). We gathered 80 lbs. of pasta 

and 1,200 oz. of tomato sauce for the Backpack 

Crew, and 1600 personal hygiene items for the 

Blessing Bag Brigade.   

Please click here to view some of our favorite 

pictures from VBS 2019. 

Christmas in July  
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A Note from Our Treasurer 

T he church Treasurer typically reports once a year to the membership.  This occurs when presenting the 

budget for the upcoming year along with the operating result for the one just concluded.  When we last 

reported the financials in January, we expressed optimism for 2019 but hastened to add that in August of 2018, we 

needed to withdraw $25,000 from our reserves to cover an operating shortfall.   

To avoid a repeat of this, in February we mailed an invitation to all parishioners to “Go The Extra Mile.” We 

asked for help with an increased pledge or a one-time donation to close a budget gap anticipated in 2019.  Your 

energetic response produced over $13,000 in additional budgeted income, contributed immediately or pledged 

over the year.  That coupled with timely pledge payments and operating expense savings has resulted in a better 

than expected financial position for the first seven months of the year.   

I have included a summary of where we 

stand at July 31st.  Rather than dealing with 

an August deficit in our operating account, 

we have a modest surplus which I am 

hopeful will allow us to finish 2019 on 

target and in balance cash wise.   

Please note that some of the expense 

savings are “one time only” in nature.  

Conversely, we hope that the increase and 

predictability of our revenues is not. 

This year is a turning point for our Church 

and in more significant ways than just our 

financial position.   

On behalf of Fr. Michael and the members 

of the Vestry, we wish to express gratitude 

to our parishioners for your continued 

support and generosity. 

John Bailey, Treasurer 

 Through July 31, 2019 

 

2019 
Budget 

2019 
Actual 

Differ-
ence 

Total Revenues 186,869 187,774 +905 

        

Expenses       

Parish Staff 91,032 83,665 (7,367) 

Related Staff Expense 18,286 18,553 +267 

Plant Operations 29,692 28,182 (1,510) 

Parish Programs 6,183 7,599 +1,416 

Parish Office 10,450 13,133 +2,683 

Parish Other 1,458 1,373 (85) 

Total Expenses 157,101 152,505 (4,596) 

        

Net Income 29,768 35,269 +5,501 
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Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Michael Way 
732-759-4515 

Assisting Clergy 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Director of Families and Youth 

Christine Stockhausen-Butler 

Music 

John Balme, Music Director/Organist 

Parish Administrator 

Christine Ruland 

Church Secretary 

Linda Malanowski 
732-671-2524 
Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org 

Parish Bookkeeper 

Kristin Sparaco 

Pledge Treasurers 

Lou Friedersdorff, Kim Schuler 

Sexton 

Jordan Sisolak 

Nursery Care 

Jean Lynch, Samantha Rossnagel 

Wardens 

Barbara Garrity, Paul Dawson 

Parish Officers 

Pauline Dawson, Vestry Clerk 
John Bailey, Treasurer 

Vestry 

Kate Chaballa, Worship  
Ronnie Warren, Parish Life 
Joyce Wright, Parish Life 
Erna Sottile, Outreach  
Cathy O’Flynn, Christian Formation 
Drew Wilson, Finance & Administration 
Mary-Ann Matusewski, Stewardship 
Frank Kerfoot, Buildings and Grounds 
Michelle Cervone, Communications 

Clergy, Staff, & Vestry 

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous 
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon 
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 

Support Group Schedule 
in the Undercroft 

Small Group Schedule 

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am 
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am 
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am, Panera Bread 

Click on the icon, or log on to the  

Christ Church Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

● Saturdays at 5:30 pm Healing and Recovery 
Holy Eucharist Service in the Historic 
Church 

● Sundays at 8 am in the Historic Church 
● Sundays at 10 am in the Main Church 

Christ Episcopal Church 

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

 

Office Hours 

Tuesday through Friday 9:30 am-2:30 pm, 
or by appointment.  

Music Rehearsal Schedule 
in the Music Room 

Carillon (Bells)—Thursdays, 7:00 pm 
Adult Choir—Thursdays, 7:30 pm 
Recorder Ensemble—Thursdays, 8:30 pm 

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

