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From Our Priest

T

The Rev. Michael Way

he season of hope is now upon us. Alleluia!
However, in order to arrive here, we first
had to make that slow, painful journey through
Lent and Holy Week. But if we have fully
embraced the tragedy of Good Friday and the
events that led to Christ’s passion, we are
prepared to feel the ecstasy of his Resurrection his victory over death, and all the “victories” that
come with it: victory over hate, over human
infidelity, over human selfishness and over
human cruelty.
Christ’s passion may have shown us the worst of humanity; but his Resurrection
shows us that there is another way, one that promises hope and affirms the
essential goodness of humanity. As Joan Chichester writes “The real lesson of
Resurrection may be its strangest, strongest one. When Jesus died, hope died. The
apostles grieved the death of Jesus. The public was scandalized. The synagogue
said goodbye to a troublemaker. The entire enterprise collapsed. But in the end,
out of apparent failure, came new life stronger than it had ever been before. And
so, too, for us.”
When one phase of life ends, a new one arises, one that affirms the goodness that
God imparted to us in our creation, one that is full of hope, one that is full of
love. This is why we can call ourselves a Resurrection people, an Easter people;
because in Christ’s victory over death, we have all been liberated to live our lives
in the fullness of God’s love, hope and mercy.
What next? Well, now, as Easter people, we are compelled to take that love and
spread it throughout the world…extending to our neighbors that same love, that
same hope and that same mercy. So, let us live Easter every day - in our hearts and
in our actions. Let us live as Christ showed us how to live by seeing God in
everyone, loving our neighbors as ourselves, seeking justice and peace and
respecting the dignity of every human being.
Father Michael+

Life in the Middle Lane
by The Rev. Michael Way

E

piscopalians are
sometimes
teased for regarding
themselves
as
particularly wellplaced to participate
in ecumenical and
interfaith dialogue.
This good natured
teasing might be
deserved as it
probably identifies
what can seem to others like a certain smug, puffed
up sense of self, especially when we explain our
Anglican witness and how it can contribute toward
achieving religious harmony in the world.
As Samuel Wells suggests in What Episcopalians Believe,
Like Israel in the Hebrew Scriptures, we can be seen
to view ourselves as a people through whom others
can find a blessing. So, the teasing may be
appropriate; for it is surely for others to identify
traditions that are helpful in restoring unity among
people of faith than to award the accolade to
ourselves.
Nonetheless, as a faith tradition that sees itself as
both Catholic and Protestant, we can offer the
Christian world a small scale model for diverse faith
traditions finding unity (in our case within a single
denomination). Anglicanism is famed for charting a
“Middle Way” in Christianity – one that embraces
both of the two major movements within Western
Christianity. In this fashion we manage to hold in
tension both our Protestant and Catholic natures.
This is an example of our willingness to see that even
when dealing with extremes, we can focus more on
what we have in common than that which may divide
us. This is the principle of unity in diversity.

I look at Christ Church and see tremendous diversity.
There is a wide range of political, spiritual and
cultural perspectives present in our church. We agree
on many things and agree to disagree on others. But
the important aspect of our life together is that we
remain in community. Whatever opinions we might
hold in other areas of life, we find common cause in
our devotion to the Gospel and in our appreciation
for corporate worship. Indeed, all of us are invited to
worship together, pray together, and share in the life
of our faith community. We are all welcome at
God’s table despite whatever differences we may
have.
In a world that seems increasingly polarized, where
groups of people are constantly separating
themselves from each other because they regard the
differences that divide them as more important than
the bonds that could unite them; it is instructive and
inspiring to have an example of unity that is formed
from a belief that what holds us together is far more
important than what separates us. It is not boastful
for us to point to this aspect of Anglicanism and
suggest that it if it were more vigorously applied to
ecumenical and interfaith dialogue, a spirit of
cooperation, tolerance and mutual respect might
begin to replace the divisiveness, exclusivity and
mutual suspicion that seem to characterize the
religious landscape of our world.
We all have different gifts – this is true of individuals
and it is true of the collective natures of faith
traditions. The world is made richer by the offering
of our gifts to each other. The unique voice of the
Anglican witness that promotes tolerance, values
diversity, counsels compromise and encourages us to
find common cause with each other is our gift to the
world.
Father Michael+

News from the Choir Loft

T

he three church choirs are very excited to welcome
Father Michael to Christ Church. We are three choirs
now because as many of you have heard, we now have a
Recorder Consort which shares the pre-service music
duties with our Bell Carillon Choir (renamed to
accommodate our use of bell racks which enable us to ring
more bells). As always we are VERY welcoming to new
members and I hope that the greater variety of music now
provided will encourage parish members to think about
joining in!
John Balme, Music Director/Organist

Christ Church Family Picnic June 9th

S

ave the date, and join your church family for food and
fun at the annual church picnic. The picnic will be held
on the church grounds on June 9th, Pentecost Sunday,
immediately following the 10 am service. Everyone is
invited!

D

onations are needed for the Calico Gift
Auction, which will be held on October
20th at Middletown Arts Center just down the
street from Christ Church. Baskets, gift items,
or monetary donations will be gratefully
accepted. Checks should be made payable to
Christ Church, with “Calico Gift Auction” on
the memo line. Your donations are taxdeductible.
In order to make this a huge success for Christ
Church, we need everyone’s help. Advertising
flyers will be available for your use, and tickets
will be available for sale in May. For more
information please contact Maria Kerfoot,
Committee Chair, at 732-842-2310 or 732-8592525. Thank you!

Summer Schedule begins June 9th

O

n June 9th, all services will move to the air-conditioned Historic Church for the summer, and our Iced
Tea Hour will take place in the Summer Lounge on the first floor of the Education Wing. Childcare will
be available throughout the summer in the First Floor Playroom, in close proximity to the Historic Church.

Outreach Opportunities
Annual Diaper Drive-May 12th

T

he Outreach Committee will sponsor our second annual diaper drive on Mother’s Day, May 12. Through
Child Care Resources' Diaper Bank, diapers and wipes will be distributed to families working with various
community and social service organizations, including Family Promise of MC. Diapers and wipes cannot be
obtained with Food Stamps, WIC, or any other state or federal program. All sizes are needed but sizes 4, 5, 6,
especially in pull-up style, and training pants are in greatest need. Please contact Marty Truscott (mtruscott@aol.com)
with any questions.

Outreach Coffee Sale

M

ark your calendars: The next Outreach Coffee Sale will be held June 8th through June 16th. Thank you to
everyone who purchased coffee and hot chocolate during our March Outreach Coffee Sale. Together we
raised a total of $341.50 to support Christ Church Outreach ministries. All profits from the sale are used to help
those in need. Thanks so much for your support!
Erna Sottile

Lenten Alms 2019: Setting Sail to the Ark

T

The Heifer Ark on the Kid’s Corner bulletin board is
ready to launch, exceeding our Lenten goal! Each week
as we collected Alms for our project, the children placed
each purchased animal in the Ark.

The Outreach Committee is pleased to
announce that we have surpassed our
Lenten goal and raised a grand total of
$6,500! Our congregation answered the
call to seek and serve Christ in all
persons. loving our neighbors as
ourselves. We have literally turned our
fasting this Lent into a feast of hope and
new beginnings for those in need around
the world! Our Heifer Ark will now set
sail, providing life-changing animals to a
community in need. Wherever hunger,
poverty and, many times, hopelessness
are found, our Heifer animals will
provide the "olive branch" of peace and
opportunity. Thank you again for your
incredible support!
Robyn Gerin,
Lenten Alms Project Coordinator

his year our Lenten Alms have been donated to
Heifer International. Heifer works in 25 countries
around the world, helping families and communities
become self-reliant by providing livestock and
environmentally sound agricultural training. Through
their hallmark models of "Teaching One to Fish" and
"Passing on the Gift," Heifer provides the resources and
education for these families and communities to put food
on their own tables and to help others do the same by
passing on the first female offspring to another family in
need. Heifer's model has a ripple effect of transforming
those in need to those that provide, in turn granting
dignity, morale and purpose to many.
This year's goal was to purchase a $5,000 Gift Ark to
provide a life-changing gift of pairs of animals to a
community, and our entire congregation got involved!
The children saved in their mite boxes and the adults
have been engaged in all aspects of Lent, including
prayer, study and fasting, leading to an outpouring of
support for our Almsgiving! Each week we have collected
Alms to purchase more animals to fill our Ark. To
symbolically represent that, we posted an Ark on the
children's bulletin board in the Kid's Corner, and during
the Children's sermon handed out cutouts of each animal
purchased. In addition, each week we shared personal
stories and videos about how the gift of an animal makes
a difference in a family's life.

Essential Goods Drive

O

utreach will again hold an Essential Goods Drive
for those in Monmouth County who are homeless
next January. Why announce it now? As you pack away
or consider discarding your winter things, think about
the homeless. Would any of the items you no longer
want be useful for them - coats, scarves, gloves, hats,
sweaters, long pants, etc? If so, please hold them until
January. If you absolutely have no space please contact
Robyn Gerin or Erna Sottile. Thank you!

Pebbles & Jackson Way Introduce Their Human

F

ather Michael or as we know him, “that guy who
feeds us and walks us,” is our human and we
know him better than just about anybody.
Pebbles: I’ve known Fr. Michael for 15 ½ years. I was
born on Christmas Day in 2003 and I was only three
months old when Michael bought me at a Pet Store
across from Bloomingdale’s Department Store in
New York City. He already had one puppy, another
dachshund named “Ace.” The three of us lived in an
apartment on the Upper East Side. The reason that
Father Michael wanted two dogs was because he
worked really long hours and didn’t want to leave Ace
alone so much – he brought me home so that we
could keep each other company.
Everything was great. We liked city life; and Michael
had lived there for over twenty years, so he really
knew how to get around and where all the best places
were to go for walks. I liked Central Park best. But
one day he decided that he wanted to move to
England and become a priest! Up to that point his
career had been in organizing large sports events –
like the US Open for tennis and the PGA
Championships for golf - he even helped with the
event planning for the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake
City. This was going to be a big change for Ace and
me – we were still puppies after all! But there was a
twist in his plans. Because England wouldn’t allow
American puppies to move there until six months
after they got vaccinated, we had to go someplace else
first before we could enter the country. So, we
moved to France and lived as guests in a chateau in
the middle of vineyard near Bergerac. Michael said
that we moved there so he could learn French, but I
think that he just enjoyed the lifestyle. We lived in
France for three months, but his French never got
very good. Before we could move to England,
however, his brother called him one day to say that
his mother in Ohio was very sick. So, instead of
moving to England, we got on a plane bound for
America.
As soon as we got to Ohio, Michael could tell that his
mother was very sick. She had Alzheimer’s disease.
All three of us moved in with his parents so that he
could take care of his mother. His mother liked both

Pebbles and Jackson
of us, but she really loved Ace. She used to carry him
around like a doll baby. In fact, he spent most of the
time being carried by her or sitting in her lap. Most
days, while we kept his parents company, Michael
would attend seminary classes. Then one day, poor
Ace hurt his back and died. This made Michael’s
mother very sad. And even though Michael was very
sad too, he thought that he would get another puppy
for his mother right away. So, a couple of days later,
Michael brought Jackson home.
Jackson: I was still a puppy when Michael’s parents
passed away, first his mother, then his father six
months later. Michael had been studying to be a
priest and was almost ordained as a transitional
deacon when his parents died. One year later he was
ordained as a priest. At first, he worked as a Curate at
a church in New Albany, Ohio. We lived there for
about a year and a half. We liked it there, but Michael
knew that this job was only temporary, so he began
looking for his first job as priest-in-charge. Because
he’d lived for so long in New York, it seemed natural
that he would want to go back East to some place
that was familiar to him and where so many of his
friends lived. But he got a call to come out to
Minnesota and look at a church there; which he did –
Christ Church in Red Wing! He fell in love with the
(Continued on page 8)

Welcome, Father Michael!

T

he Rev. Michael J. Way was called to Christ Church on April 1, 2019.
On April 6th and 7th we celebrated our first Eucharist together,
followed by a special Coffee Hour for all after the 10 am service on
Sunday. Contact Father Michael at FrMichael@ChristChurchMiddletown.org.

Send us your selfie!
Please help us update the church directory!
Send a photo and any change of info to
ChristChurchSelfie@yahoo.com

The Altar Guild bids farewell to Bonnie Riedell (center)

Ladies Night Out in Red Bank

Pebbles and Jackson

(Continued from page 5)

church and the community. When he got back from his trip, he told everyone how beautiful it was in Red Wing.
So, when the job offer came, neither Pebbles nor I were surprised that he accepted it. We said “Goodbye” to
Ohio, loaded up a U-Haul truck and moved west.
After three happy years in Minnesota, he then got a chance to fulfil his wish to move back to the East Coast. This
time we moved from cold, wintery Minnesota to the Jersey Shore. Trinity Church in Asbury Park. What a great
church and a crazy town! There was lots to do downtown, on the boardwalk, and at the beach. But we were
starting to get old by then and weren’t really interested in such an active place. I would like to say that we became
beach dogs, but we really didn’t. Neither of us like having sand stuck to our paws, so we mostly just stayed around
the rectory and chased the odd Canadian Goose that invaded the yard from time to time.
We could tell that Michael still longed for a church where he could really do the ministry that he felt called to do.
So we moved again, but not very far away this time. So, now we are in Red Bank, close to Middletown where
Michael can pursue his love of parish ministry at a new place that seems to make him very happy! We like our
house in Red Bank, especially the deck that looks out on the river. We’ve only been to the church once to see
Michael’s office; but he has told us if we are well behaved and don’t have any accidents on the carpet or take a nip
at people, he might let us come to work with him this summer. I hope so, I know that he’s so happy when he’s
there; so, it will be fun to be around him during the day.
Michael has told us so much about the church and all of the wonderful people there; I really look forward to
meeting everyone. I hope we don’t have to wait until the Blessing of the Animals on the Feast of St. Francis to get
introduced to the congregation at Christ Church. Hey, would you put in a good word for us and tell him it’s all
right to bring his dogs to work? Thanks. I think that I’ll go and bark at the mailman now – he usually comes by
about this time.
Later,

Sylvia finds her retirement home

S

ylvia, beloved Church Cat, has retired. As you may know, Sylvia was
abandoned in the undercroft parking lot with kittens and two
siblings over ten years ago! All the kittens were adopted almost
immediately, and Sylvia—the friendliest of the feline crew—was
welcomed into the Christ Church family, living in the church office, and
happily greeting everyone who came to visit. Her favorite spot was the
lid of a paper box right on the front desk! But the time had come for
Sylvia to find her retirement home, and with thanks to Bonnie Riedell,
she now resides in Bonnie’s home—with her own sibling, Hope!
Sylvia, Retired Church Cat

Although Bonnie has recently moved out of the area, we are so grateful
to know that Sylvia will be well-loved in her senior years. Both Bonnie
and Sylvia will be greatly missed!

Christian Formation
For Children

T

he last day of Church School is Sunday, May 19th.
Thank you to all of our church school teachers:
Mandi Ball, Louise Barlow, Theresa Blackburn-Tuttle,
Craig Jantz, Linda Malanowski, Cindy McCormack,
Katie Schedel-Perrotto, Kristin Sparaco, and Christine
Stockhausen.

Christian Formation
For Adults
·
·
·

Centering Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the church Library. Be still and know God in the Centering
Prayer form. All are welcome.
The Women’s Study Group meets every Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. All women are welcome to join this
friendly group.
Email your confidential prayer requests to Christine@ChristChurchMiddletown.org. Urgent requests may be
texted to Chris Ruland at 848-218-1926, or sent to her personal email, chrisrul52@yahoo.com.

Education for Ministry (EfM)

W

e are nearing the successful end of the 3rd year of EfM at Christ Church. In addition to growing in our
understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament, this year’s curriculum challenged us to
consider what it means to live in a multicultural world.
Education for Ministry is an initiative of the School of Theology at The University of the South, Sewanee. (See
www.efm/sewanee.edu for a complete overview of this unique program.) EfM participants study what the Bible says,
but they also learn how to understand the Bible within its historical context and literary setting. The four years of
study, with enrollment one year at a time, covers the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament), New Testament,
Church History and Theology.
The current EfM group, mentored by Pauline Dawson and George Speidel, meets on Wednesday evenings from
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. As we look ahead to our 4th year beginning in September, a second group could be added
that meets during the day, depending on enrollment.
If you have any questions about EfM or are interested in enrolling in September 2019 classes, let Pauline (732-290
-9435 or pzd732@gmail.com) or George (732-615-9809 or speidel2@aol.com) know by late May as enrollment paperwork needs to be submitted by mid June.
Pauline Dawson & George Speidel

Christian Formation
For Youth

Night Watch at the Cathedral

O

n Friday March 15th, nine Christ Church youth and adults
participated in Night Watch Crossroads at the Cathedral of
Saint John the Divine in Manhattan. Night Watch is a unique,
overnight spiritual retreat for middle and high school age students
and their adult chaperones. Our group joined sixty others as we
unplugged from the distractions and stresses of daily life to connect
with God and one another in this amazingly sacred space. The night
started with a professional demonstration of the majestic 8,000+ pipe
organ, a self-led exploration of the Cathedral during a scavenger hunt,
lots of music with the Night Watch band, walking the labyrinth, silent
(and dark) meditation and a culminating midnight liturgy. Saturday
morning, with the sun streaming in, we were able to truly appreciate
the beautiful stained glass of the chapels, nave and especially the rose
window - made of 10,000 pieces of colored glass and the largest
stained glass window in the U.S. Many thanks to our participants and
chaperones: Juliet Rossnagel-Tranberg, Stefan Gerin, Jason Faanes,
Kate Chaballa, Dalia Habiby, Mona Habiby, Cathy O’Flynn, Michelle
Cervone, and Cindy McCormack.

Rise Against Hunger Meal Packaging Event
May 18, 2019, 9:30-11:30 a.m. at Thorne Middle School, Middletown

P

lease support Christ Church Youth as we work to alleviate suffering in the world.
This is a meal packaging event open to all parishioners. Each meal costs $0.35 and
together with our friends at the Reformed Church and Thorne Middle School, we hope
to package over 10,000 meals. If you are interested in joining us or you have any
questions, please email me at CynthiaMcCormack33@verizon.net. Please join us for a special
coffee hour on May 5th to sample the meals and pledge your support. Thank you!

Family Promise News

O

ur next Family Promise hosting week will soon
be here! Our guests, typically 3-5 families
totaling 14 people, will arrive on Sunday, May 12th,
and stay with us for a week. This will be our third
hosting since January; unusual, but it happens once in a
while since we don’t host during the summer due to
our lack of air conditioning. It would be great to have
you as part of our hosting team!
It takes over 50 volunteers to welcome our FP guests –
overnight and evening hosts, pantry supplies and meal
providers, set up and clean up. If you would like to
become a Family Promise volunteer, your help would
be most welcome. Evening and overnight hosts must
be trained, which takes 60-90 minutes. We always pair
newbies with experienced volunteers, so you are never
left to flounder. Family Promise service is a wonderful

way to put your faith into action, and make new
friends. As my mother always said, “Many hands make
light work.” And we have a good time serving
together!
We have been a host congregation for nearly 18 years,
during which time some 75-80% of our guests have
graduated back into independent or transitional
housing after 90 days in FPMC. This is a wonderful
testament to our guests’ determination, FPMC staff
and services, AND to how faithfully all of you have
supported this ministry, which tangibly shares God’s
love with homeless children and their families. For
more information, please contact Barbara Garrity at
bgarresq@outlook.com or 732-888-7736, or Pauline
Dawson at pzd732@gmail.com or 732-290-9435.
Barbara Garrity, co-coordinator

A New Day Center for Family Promise of Monmouth County

O

n April 5, 2019, the new FPMC Day Center was dedicated with much fanfare
helped by local and state elected officials, FMPC staff and board members, past
and present (including our own Wendy Carofano), a recently-graduated guest, Suheil,
who spoke of how FPMC had helped her, and volunteers who worked on the building
rehabilitation. It was the culmination of more than a decade’s work. FPMC’s new
Executive Director Christine Carter-Love and former FPMC board member Tom
Esposito deserve our thanks and praise for finally driving the project through to
completion. Read the Asbury Park Press article.
Many thanks to everyone at Christ Church who helped FPMC reach this milestone! It
would not have been possible without you. Your help will continue to be needed, of
course, whether with hosting efforts or financial support.

Clergy, Staff, & Vestry

“Like” us on Facebook

Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Michael Way
732-759-4515
FrMichael@christchurchmiddletown.org

Click on the icon, or log on to the
Christ Church Facebook page at

www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

Assisting Clergy
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton
Music
John Balme, Music Director/Organist

Parish Administrator
Christine Ruland
Christine@ChristChurchMiddletown.org

Weekly Worship Schedule
Saturdays at 5:30 pm in the Historic Church
Sundays at 8 am in the Historic Church
Sundays at 10 am in the Main Church*
*in the Historic Church June 9-September

Church Secretary
Linda Malanowski
732-671-2524
Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org

Small Group Schedule

Parish Bookkeeper
Kristin Sparaco

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am
EfM—Wednesdays, 6:00pm –8:30 pm
Bell Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:00 pm
Adult Choir Rehearsal—Thursdays 7:30 pm
Recorder Consort—Thursdays 8:30 pm
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am, Panera Bread

Pledge Treasurers
Lou Friedersdorff, Kim Schuler

Sexton
Jordan Sisolak
Nursery Care
Jean Lynch, Samantha Rossnagel

Support Group Schedule

Wardens
Barbara Garrity, Paul Dawson

in the Undercroft

Parish Officers
Pauline Dawson, Vestry Clerk
John Bailey, Treasurer
Vestry
Kate Chaballa, Worship
Ronnie Warren, Parish Life
Joyce Wright, Parish Life
Erna Sottile, Outreach
Cathy O’Flynn, Christian Formation
Drew Wilson, Finance & Administration
Mary-Ann Matusewski, Stewardship
Frank Kerfoot, Buildings and Grounds
Michelle Cervone, Communications

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous

Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday, 9:30 am-2:30 pm,
or by appointment.

Christ Episcopal Church
90 Kings Highway
Middletown, NJ 07748
732.671.2524
www.christchurchmiddletown.org

