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The Newsletter of Christ Episcopal Church, Middletown NJ 

From the Priest-in-Charge 
 The Rev. Michael Way 

W elcome to The Season After Pentecost, 

also known in the church as Ordinary 

Time or simply The Green Season. Fully half of 

our liturgical year is behind us now as we enter 

this season, the longest of the Church year, one 

that spans the weeks immediately following 

Pentecost Sunday right up to the beginning of 

Advent – a season that is nearly 6 months long!   

The odd thing is that this time in the church calendar lacks any obvious identity. 

Unlike the other liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent and 

Easter, each of which has a distinctive character and purpose that is obvious to all, 

it may not be clear what the Season After Pentecost is all about.  To complicate 

matters, this season has neither a widely observed feast to provide a focus for our 

worship (in contrast to Christmas, Easter and Epiphany) nor a particular style of 

religious observance (such as found in the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent). 

This makes the Season After Pentecost hard to describe because it isn’t noted for 

any one thing – except perhaps its liturgical color!   

Now, we understand what the other seasons are about: using the light of Christ as 

a metaphor,  we understand that Advent is about anticipation and preparation for 

the light that is about to come into the world; Christmas celebrates the appearance 

of that light in the Incarnation; Epiphany calls us to spread that light far and wide; 

Lent encourages us to take stock of our spiritual health, so that this light can burn 

more brightly; and Easter declares that the light of Christ is renewed in all of us 

through his resurrection.  So, how is the Light of Christ made manifest in this the 

Season After Pentecost?  

To answer this, perhaps it is best to consider what Gospel lessons are appointed 

for the season. What stands out is that these lessons focus squarely on Christ’s 

ministry. Through these lessons we learn from Jesus’ teaching and preaching, we 

witness his miraculous healings, and we observe the model that he has set for us. 

To use this light metaphor once more, perhaps this season show us how to nurture 

the light of Christ in each of us and in the world around us. Rather than detailing 

Christ’s birth, his temptation, his resurrection, or his coming again, the lessons at 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://christchurchmiddletown.org/
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Life in the Middle Lane:  
A Summer Reflection on the Incarnation 

by The Rev. Michael Way 

T his month, our 

Christ Church 

community will come 

together to celebrate 

the Incarnation and 

listen once more to 

the story of God come 

among us in the birth 

of the Christ Child.  

But something seems 

amiss here because we 

are not in the depths of winter; and the last four 

weeks that preceded this celebration were not the 

Sundays in Advent – the time of anticipation when 

we sing O Come, O Come Emmanuel and watch and 

wait and prepare for the light that is coming into the 

world. No, in case you hadn’t noticed, this is 

summertime, the Sundays after Pentecost, the green 

season, when the Gospel lessons typically appointed 

for Sunday mornings tell the story of Jesus’ adult 

ministry…not his birth.   

On these Sundays in summer, our lessons emphasize 

Jesus’ adult ministry which really gets to the heart of 

Christian mission as we hear how Jesus lived and 

how he instructed his disciples to spread the Good 

News. In fact, from these stories we learn what it 

means to be a Christian and what following Christ 

calls us to do in our own lives.  

So, given the importance of our usual summer 

lessons, why is it helpful for us to take a break from 

them to observe the Incarnation now at this time of 

year? Why do we celebrate some wacky, invented 

feast called Christmas in July? 

Well, two reasons: first, in these Sunday’s after 

Pentecost, amid the usual lessons that depict Jesus 

preaching, teaching and healing, it is helpful to be 

reminded of the Incarnation, to be reminded that this 

great teacher, preacher and healer was more than just 

a prophet, more than just a remarkable human being 

but God Incarnate. Second, too often we tend to 

hear about the Nativity in isolation, forgetting that 

there is so much more to the story than Jesus’ 

humble birth. Hearing the Nativity at this time of 

year helps us to see it in relation to the stories of 

Christ’s ministry; it encourages us to reflect on the 

Christ Child’s birth in the context of the man he was 

to become – the teacher, preacher, healer, leader and, 

ultimately, savior. It compels us to look beyond the 

astonishing details of his humble birth, to see that the 

purpose of his birth, his life, his ministry was to show 

us a new way to live.   

Let’s consider this ministry…As a devout Jew he 

departed from the strictly observed purity laws of his 

religion in order to embrace, quite literally, the ritually 

unclean…those that the rules of religion had 

relegated to the margins of society. He departed from 

the exclusiveness of his ethnic group to welcome the 

foreigner, the stranger, and the unbeliever.  He 

challenged the patriarchal structures of his culture by 

honoring women and including them in his ministry; 

and he challenged society’s neglect of the poor, the 

immoral, the disenfranchised, the mentally and 

physically ill and invited them to sit at his table. He 

stressed hospitality as a means for extending God’s 

love to all creation.  

Love, that is the reason for the Incarnation. God so 

loved the world that God chose to become one of us 

and perform these revolutionary acts; acts that defied 

the rules of human society, culture and religious 

order.  These acts were grounded in love: a love for 

humanity that reflected God’s love for us. In a world 

that favors power, a world that seems to reward 

greed and encourages selfishness, Jesus’ ministry 

flipped the world on its head; it defied conventional 

wisdom, it broke rules, it gave hope to the hopeless, 

comfort to those who suffer, peace to the troubled, 

and love to the unloved and to the unloveable.  It still 

does. 

God is love, pure and simple; and in God’s decision 

to be one of us, to live a human life in Jesus Christ, 

we see how God wants us to live: a life that is 

(Continued on page 3) 
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News from the Choir Loft 

O ur musicians are busy all over the place this 

summer. When this newsletter reaches you, half our 

Choir will be returning from a 10-day concert tour of 

China as part of the Concordia Chorale. They will have 

sung in Shanghai, Hangzhou, Suzhou, Beijing and on the 

Great Wall! They are the guests of various Chinese choirs 

in all these cities. 

On July 13 and 20, our Recorder Consort will be providing 

pre-performance and intermission music for Brookdale's 

annual outdoor Shakespeare performances. This year the 

play is The Merry Wives of Windsor. Performances are given 

on the lawn behind the PAC building on the Lincroft 

campus and are free!. The performance starts at 7 and the 

recorders play at 6:45. Bring a beach chair and a basket of 

refreshments and enjoy a very pleasant summer evening. 

Choir members will be joining other singers to provide 

choral music on July 14 and 21, singing the wonderful jazz 

settings of Shakespeare songs written by George Shearing. 

During the rest of the summer, choir members will 

provide duets at the 10am Sunday service and the 

recorders will play Christmas carols on July 21st at the 

Christmas in July service. 

John Balme, Music Director/Organist 

W e are doing well with our auction 

intake. We want to thank all those who 

arranged such beautiful baskets, as well as 

those who generously donated cash and other 

items. Please remember that we are still in 

need of additional baskets.  

You may bring any new items to the office and 

we will determine how best to place them. Feel 

free to construct your own basket, or bring us 

your basket items for wrapping and we will be 

more than happy to help. We have already 

received 60 baskets and gifts cards for the 

auction.  Thank you everyone!  

Tickets are available for purchase now, at $30 

each. For more information please contact the 

church office at 732.671.2524. 

Thank you! 

grounded in love for God and love for each other. This is not what the world tells us to do, but it is what God 

desires.  Through the incarnation, God presented us with the model for human life; a guide for our hearts and 

minds that tells us we are capable of doing God’s will. We are capable of following Jesus’ ministry. We are 

capable of living a Godly life.  

In Jesus Christ we see human goodness affirmed, we see an example of our potential fulfilled and we recognize 

that the presence of God is in the world and in us; and it is this revelation that informs our Baptismal Covenant 

to seek Christ in each other, to love our neighbor as ourselves, to strive for justice and peace and to respect the 

dignity of all human beings. 

In the Incarnation, the birth of Jesus, the world of the past was overturned.  Nothing would ever be the same 

and the light that came into the world illuminates the path for all humanity to follow. So, let us be inspired to 

follow his example and symbolically turn our world upside down by dedicating our lives to the love of God and 

love for each other.  

Michael + 

The Middle Lane  (Continued from page 2) 
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Christmas in July 

Is it too early to begin thinking about Christmas?   

Yes! Well, no, well, actually… 

…this summer, Christ Church will celebrate something called “Christmas in July.” So, 

what is this all about anyway? Well, in short, Christmas in July is an opportunity for us to 

celebrate the Incarnation in a new, clever, fun-filled yet meaningful way.  

So, how does this happen? 

First: We say “Thank you.” 

During Advent and Christmas some professions find themselves especially busy - post office employees, ER 

staff, police, fire fighters, the military, nursing home workers, etc. - but the hectic pace of the season often means 

that these people are not adequately recognized for all they do.  Christmas in July is a time when we can make a 

special effort to honor the hard work and dedication of these people – even if it’s just to offer our thanks by 

delivering homemade Christmas cookies to them at this unusual time of the year (unusual for Christmas cookies, 

that is). Baking Christmas Cookies is a signature component of Christmas in July. We ask that members of the 

parish bake hundreds of decorated Christmas cookies and then go out in teams to deliver Christmas cards and 

platters of cookies to the various groups that serve the community year-round.  This is a small but notable way of 

saying Thank you; one that tends to be met with genuine appreciation from all of the people we honor in this 

way. See separate sheets for Cookie baking and delivery signups. 

Second: We Give to others.  

Christmas in July is also a time to be generous to the needy in our community – especially individuals and groups 

who may receive lots of attention at Christmastime but tend to be forgotten and neglected the rest of the year.  

Christmas in July reminds us that giving is something we are called to do the whole year round - for there are 

always those around us who need our help.  We acknowledge this call to mission by collecting items requested by 

our designated charity, ASLAN Youth Ministries Summer Day Camps.  They have asked for various games and 

equipment. We ask that parishioners collect these items and bring them to the church, so that they can be placed 

under a Giving Tree in the weeks leading up to our Christmas in July celebration. After the service, ASLAN will 

pick up the donations to be used at their summer camp in Red Bank in August. See separate sheet for items 

requested. 

Third: We Celebrate. 

We have seen that Christmas in July is an opportunity for us to Thank and to Give but it 

is also a chance for the community to gather together in joyous fellowship in the middle 

of summer.  So, it is also a time for us to Celebrate. The Sunday service follows the 

liturgy of the Christmas Eve service; so, it is a truly joyous gathering. Once more, we 

hear the Christmas lessons and carols; and once more we celebrate our Christmas joy as 

a thankful community – but this time we will do so with a twist.  Maybe the seasonal 

colors of red and green are reflected in our summer attire of flip-flops, shorts and 

Hawaiian shirts?  Maybe we opt for a tropical palm instead of the usual evergreen 

Christmas tree?  It’s all right to be whimsical and have some fun with this! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Christmas in July Gift Giving: 
ASLAN Youth Ministries 

A s part of our Christmas in July celebration we need to 

be generous to those in need.  This year the Outreach 

Committee has chosen ASLAN Youth Ministries Summer 

Day Camps as the recipient of our gifts. 

ASLAN Youth Ministries is a nonprofit organization 

headquartered in Red Bank. For over 40 years they have 

provided relationship-driven programs, anchored in 

Christian values and principles, that impact and empower 

at-risk youth.  Their summer day camps are located in 

Asbury Park, Long Branch and Red Bank. 

Following is a list of suggested games which encourage 

physical activity, strategy and cooperation.  

Gifts may be delivered to the church office beginning July 

6th.  

If you prefer not to shop, we can do that for you. Checks 

should be made out to Christ Church with ‘Christmas in 

July’ on the memo line. Any questions please call the 

church office at 732.671.2524.   

Thank you! 

Lauren & Erna 

The Aslan Wish List 

• Giant Bubble Wands and Bubbles 

• Big Bucket of Chalk 

• Kinetic Sand and Sand Toys 

• Ring Toss Game 

• Outdoor Bowling (non-inflatable) 

• Disc Toss Lawn Game 

• Ball Bounce Game (Spike or Slamm) 

• Bucketball 

• Ladderball 

• Hopping Balls 

• Velcro Paddle Ball Toss 

• Outdoor Tic Tac Toe 

• Stomp Rockets 

• Geospace Bungee Boing Pogo Stick 

• Outdoor Connect 4 

• Giant Outdoor Jenga 

• Foam Baseball Set 

• Hula Hoops 

• Kids Croquet Set (soft balls and mallets) 

• Air Pogo Jumper 

• Toy Archery Set (magnetic or plungers; 

 no sharp tips) 

Okay, so I’ve explained what it is, but you still might wonder what theological justification there is for Christmas 

in July - why do we celebrate the Incarnation at this surprising time of the year? Well, first of all it reminds us that 

the Incarnation came as a surprise, a gift from God that wasn’t scheduled. We offer thanks to God for the 

gracious and surprising gift to us of Jesus Christ - a gift that continues surprise, inspire and enlighten!  Also, our 

usual Christmas celebrations are predictable and thoroughly planned out according to our schedules; but the 

Incarnation was unpredictable and it came according to God’s time, not ours. By celebrating at this surprising 

time of the year, we acknowledge that we aren’t in control – God is! 

Most of all, this is another chance for us to focus on the remarkable phenomenon of Emmanuel, God among us, 

and to understand that this is something that compels us to be ever thankful – in December and the rest of the 

year as well. Please join your Christ Church family for the first of what is sure to become an annual celebration! 

Michael + 

Christmas in July (Continued from page 4) 
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Thanks to the Christ Church family for 

your contributions of delicious food, 

decadent desserts, time and effort in 

setting up/breaking down, cleaning up 

the kitchen and outdoor area. The 

picnic was filled with fun, fellowship 

and love. 

Joyce & Ronnie 
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Congratulations to The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton on 

her retirement from Overlook Medical Center after 

over forty years of service as a Chaplain Educator.  

Happy Retirement, Cathy! 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton Mike and Cathy Bickerton 

Join us for the next  

First Friday, August 2nd! 
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Seamen’s Church Toiletries 

Attention Vacationers: Bringing gifts home from your 

vacation? Don't forget the mariners and bring home 

those unused hotel toiletries. 

The Seamen's Church Institute distributes gifts to the 

mariners who are miles away from home during the 

Christmas season.  Each gift includes useful items such as 

hand lotion, soap, shampoo, toothpaste and brushes, lip 

balm - things difficult to come by when working long 

stretches on the water. 

Please place your unopened and unused sample sized 

toiletries in a plastic bag marked SCI and leave in one of 

the red wagons. 

 

COG Back to School Drive 

For over twenty years, Calico Cat has given each of their 

pantry families gift cards for shoes and a new outfit for 

each school-aged child.  As a supporting member of 

Community Outreach Group, we are asking your 

support in the form of a monetary donation, so that they 

may purchase the gift cards in bulk, at a discount. 

Checks should be made payable to COG,Inc, with "Back 

to School" on the memo line.  Please bring or mail your 

donation to the Christ Church office before September 

24.  You may also place your contribution in an envelope 

marked "COG Back to School" and place it in our 

collection plate.  Thank you! 

 

Outreach Coffee Sale - Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who supported the June 

Outreach Coffee Sale. We raised $344. These sales 

supplement the Outreach portion of the operating budget 

and enable us to respond financially to unexpected needs 

as they arise.  The Outreach Committee financially assists 

COG, ASLAN Youth Ministries, Family Promise, St 

Mark's Center for Community Renewal and contributes 

to ERD in times of natural disasters.  This year we have 

also contributed to Rise Against Hunger, Fairview First 

Aid, Old Village Fire Co , and Cinderella's Closet. 

The next Outreach Coffee Sale will be in September. 

Aslan Summer Camp Lunches 

A SLAN Youth Ministries provides various 

summer camp opportunities in Asbury 

Park, Long Branch, and Red Bank for children 

in need.  Christ Church has volunteered to 

provide approximately 75 lunches for these 

children on Thursday, August 15th.  If you can 

help by providing supplies for the lunches 

and/or putting the lunches together (on 

Wednesday, August 14th), please contact Lauren 

Badal or Erna Sottile, or call the church office at 

732.671.2524.  Your assistance would be greatly 

appreciated!!! 

Following are the lunch supplies needed: 

● Bread 

● Peanut butter 

● Jelly 

● Turkey 

● American cheese 

● Ziplock sandwich bags 

● Napkins   

● Fruit – clementines or mixed fruit cups & 

applesauce cups 

● 100% juice boxes 

● Individual bags of chips 

If you would like to help but are unable to shop 

or prepare lunches we will do the work for you.  

Please make checks out to Christ Church with 

‘ASLAN lunches’ on the memo line or place 

cash in an envelope marked ‘ASLAN lunches’  

and put the donations in the collection plate.   

Any unused money will be donated to ASLAN 

to help offset the cost of running the camps. 

Thank you! 

Outreach 
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• Centering Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the church Library.  Be still and know God in the Centering 
Prayer form.  All are welcome. 

• The Women’s Study Group meets every Tuesday from 10:30 am to noon. All women are welcome to join this 
friendly group. 

• Email your confidential prayer requests to Christine@ChristChurchMiddletown.org., or call the church office at 
732.671.2524. 

Christian Formation  
For Adults 

Christian Formation  
For Children 

Christ Church Welcomes a Director of  Families and Youth 

C hristine Stockhausen-Butler joins the staff of Christ Church after many 

years of teaching our littlest ones in Sunday School.  She worked for 

twenty years in the utility industry and has been a stay-at-home mom to her 

three children for the last several years. During her hiatus from employment 

she spent much of her time on child-focused volunteer positions.  She has been 

on the PTO Boards for her children’s schools for the past seven years. During 

that time, she has supervised the elementary school library, started a garden 

program, organized the book fairs, and worked with school administrators on 

fundraising and assemblies.  Christine also volunteers for Meals on Wheels in 

Middletown, and Family Promise.  Christine received certification as a teacher 

of Godly Play; her favorite bible story is the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

because it teaches kindness and empathy.  Christine believes that Sunday 

School is a miniature version of the congregation, and that engaging children 

early will help them develop into dedicated parishioners. 

Christine Stockhausen-Butler 

Join us for Vacation Bible School 
August 5-9, 9:00 am—12 noon 

V acation Bible School is a free, fun-filled, faith-based program for all 

children from age 4 through 5th grade.  VBS is held in partnership with 

Middletown Reformed Church, and will be held in their air-conditioned 

classrooms at 121 Kings Highway. Volunteer teachers and teen helpers are also 

needed for all or part of the week. VBS students and volunteers may register 

online or call the Christ Church office for assistance.  Thank you!  

mailto:christine@christchurchmiddletown.org
http://christchurchmiddletown.org/formation/vbs-registration
http://christchurchmiddletown.org/formation/vbs-registration
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Christian Formation  
For Youth 

T hank you to all who came out on 

Saturday, May 18th to help package 

over 10,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger. 

Over 80 people, including 32 Christ Church 

members of all ages, took action and made 

a positive difference in the fight against 

hunger. Christ Church members donated 

$1,878.86. Together with Middletown 

Reformed Church and Thorne Middle 

School, $6,624.36 was raised! Thank you to 

all parishioners for your generous support 

of this event. 

Cindy McCormack, Youth Leader 

Thank You, St. Mark’s Volunteers! 

F or a quarter of a century, members of Christ Church have volunteered in various capacities at St. Mark’s 

Food Kitchen in Keansburg.  As volunteers, they have donated food, prepared meals, served lunches and 

engaged in conversation and fellowship with the food kitchen guests.  This Outreach mission is of utmost 

importance as it helps people through rough times in their lives and provides them with nourishing meals in a 

clean and friendly environment.  St. Mark’s provides meals seven days a week. 

Currently, on Saturdays, Christ Church has three teams that work in rotation with a team from Trinity Church 

ensuring that hot meals are available at St. Mark’s for those in need.  Although there are several volunteers, there 

is always a need for more!!  If you are interested in this very important mission of serving our neighbor, please 

contact one of the team members listed below.  Heartfelt thanks to all our volunteers and those yet to come! 

Team Leaders:  Clint and Lauren Badal, George Speidel, Betty and Marty Truscott, and Joyce Wright. 

Team Members:  Barbara Brown, Judy Forys, Samar and Samer Habiby, Heather, Steve, Ethan and 

Jules Hood, Alana Hoy, Al and Diane Lynch, Linda Malanowski, Pam Marhan, John Marione, Bill and 

Linda Moitz, Carol O’Connor, Joanne Rossnagel, Melinda Rudnicki and Steve Zaccaria, Herb 

Spaulding, Brian and Cheryl Strom, Trish Thurman, and Pascaline Tran. 
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this time of year show us what it means to live out our faith, to be disciples. It is not about the past or about 

the future; it is about the present; it shows us how best to live the Christian faith in our daily lives right now.  

The Season After Pentecost is when we really learn what it means to be a follower of Jesus. And so as we 

nourish our faith through the study of Scripture and in the prayers of the Eucharist, we see ourselves grow in 

relationship with God and with our fellow Christians, coming to appreciate in new ways the ongoing 

presence of Christ in our lives. And this compels us to participate more fully in the church’s mission to serve 

the world in Christ’s name. So, maybe learning how to be disciples is what this season is all about. 

Michael + 

From the Priest-in-Charge (Continued from page 1) 

Daniel McCormack graduated from the Dyson School 

of Applied Economics and Management at Cornell 

University on May 26th. Two days earlier, he earned a 

commission, entering service in the Surface Warfare 

community of the Unites States Navy. Daniel will report 

to the USS Porter, home-ported in Rota, Spain as part of 

Forward Deployed Naval Forces, following completion of 

the Basic Officer Course in Norfolk, Virginia. 

Congratulations, Graduates! 

Dalia Habiby graduated fourth in her class 

from Middletown High School North, and 

will be pursuing a Political Science degree 

from The American University in 

Washington DC.  
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Priest-in-Charge 

The Rev. Michael Way 
732-759-4515 
FrMichael@ChristChurchMiddletown.org 

Assisting Clergy 

The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Director of Families and Youth 

Christine Stockhausen-Butler 

Music 

John Balme, Music Director/Organist 

Parish Administrator 

Christine Ruland 
Christine@ChristChurchMiddletown.org 

Church Secretary 

Linda Malanowski 
732-671-2524 
Office@ChristChurchMiddletown.org 

Parish Bookkeeper 

Kristin Sparaco 

Pledge Treasurers 

Lou Friedersdorff, Kim Schuler 

Sexton 

Jordan Sisolak 

Nursery Care 

Jean Lynch, Samantha Rossnagel 

Wardens 

Barbara Garrity, Paul Dawson 

Parish Officers 

Pauline Dawson, Vestry Clerk 
John Bailey, Treasurer 

Vestry 

Kate Chaballa, Worship  
Ronnie Warren, Parish Life 
Joyce Wright, Parish Life 
Erna Sottile, Outreach  
Cathy O’Flynn, Christian Formation 
Drew Wilson, Finance & Administration 
Mary-Ann Matusewski, Stewardship 
Frank Kerfoot, Buildings and Grounds 
Michelle Cervone, Communications 

Clergy, Staff, & Vestry 

Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous 
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon 
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 

Support Group Schedule 
in the Undercroft 

Small Group Schedule 

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:30 am 
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am 
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am, Panera Bread 

Click on the icon, or log on to the  

Christ Church Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown 

“Like” us on Facebook 

Weekly Summer Worship Schedule 

● Saturdays at 5:30 pm in the Historic Church 
● Sundays at 8 am in the Historic Church 
● Sundays at 10 am in the Historic Church 

Christ Episcopal Church 

90 Kings Highway  ●  Middletown, NJ 07748  ●  732.671.2524 

www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

 

Summer Office Hours 

Tuesday through Thursday, 9:00 am-1:00 pm, 
or by appointment.  

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

