
Christ Church Announcements for the week of November 28, 2021 

The Church Office is open by appointment only, however, emails and phone messages will 

continue to be checked regularly. Please contact Father Michael directly in the event of a pastoral 

emergency.  

 

 

Thanksgiving Ingathering Thank you 

Thank you to everyone who donated to our Thanksgiving Ingathering and helped to 

box up the dinners.  We collected enough food and money to provide 61 complete 

dinners (minus turkeys) to families served by St Mark’s Center for Community 

Renewal.  Special thanks to Bill and Cindy McCormack for delivering all the boxes to St 

Mark’s.  

As you give thanks for your blessing this Thanksgiving, many less fortunate families 

will be thanking you for your caring and generosity.  

 

Outreach Coffee Sale 

The December Outreach Coffee and Hot Chocolate Sale will start November 27 and run 

until December 5.  Stock up for the holidays and the long, cold winter ahead.  This is 

also the perfect opportunity to complete your Christmas gift list. We will have the 

famous Christmas Blend as well as twenty other choices of coffee: Custom blends, 

single origin, organically grown, espresso, and decaf.  Coffee is all fresh roasted and 

ground to order (whole bean is available) by our favorite local company, Jersey Shore 

Coffee Roasters.  All profits from the coffee sales support Christ Church Outreach 

Ministries. 

This will be a hybrid sale.  Order forms and payment will be available online and at the 

weekend services.  Please visit the Christ Church website, and click on the News tab to 

view the order form (www.christchurchmiddletown.org/news) .  If you wish to place an 

order online please email Erna Sottile with the Item number, Quantity, and desired 

grind of coffee.  All orders must be pre-paid by check payable to Christ Church with 

‘Outreach coffee sale’ on the memo line or on the Christ Church website, 

www.christchurchmiddletown.org/donate ; select “Outreach coffee sale”   

 

Coat/Winter Clothes Drive 

In January we will once again be collecting winter coats and clothing such as gloves, 

hats, scarves, sweatshirts.   As you sort through your winter clothes please put aside 

anything that is new or gently used.  More information will be forthcoming.  Thank 

you. 

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/donate


Seamen’s Church Institute Christmas at Sea Program 

Christ Church has been supporting Seamen’s Church Institute’s Christmas at Sea 

program by donating sample sized toiletries.  We will continue this collection 

throughout the year – put your unopened sample sized toiletries in a bag marked SCI 

and place them in one of the red wagons.   

The Christmas at Sea program also provides the commercial mariners with handmade 

hats, scarves, vests and socks each winter.  SCI has offered suggested patterns of hats 

and scarves, designed to complement the work and safety gear mariners wear on board, 

that even beginner knitters and crocheters can make.  Sample patterns and more 

information is posted on the Outreach bulletin board in the undercroft or read more at 

seamenschurch.org and click Christmas at Sea under For Supporters. 

We will be delivering 3 boxes of toiletries and 15 hats and scarves (some brought home 

from Ireland!) 

 

Christmas Ingathering 

Our Christmas Ingathering will take place December 12 at the 10AM service.  This year 

we are partnering with St Mark’s Center for Community Renewal to bring some 

Christmas joy to children of families in need.  The Christmas wish list includes: action 

figures, board games, doll, cars and trucks, arts & crafts sets, building sets, gift cards, 

hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts, socks.  The new and unwrapped gifts for children of 

all ages may be dropped off at the office (call first) but preferable be brought on 

December 12 to be blessed at the altar.  Thank you! 

COFFEE HOUR 

Please consider hosting one of the upcoming Coffee hours. For the remainder of 2021, 

hosts are needed for Nov 28 and Dec 19. Please reach out to Lauren Badal or Vicki 

Schmelzer if you are interested.  

Christ Church Prayer Shawl and Crafters Ministry 

Change in schedule 

Please note the new meeting dates for our ministry. We'll be meeting at Christ Church 

in room 118 on the first and third Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  Do you 

want to be part of this important ministry, but you can't make our in-person meetings? 

That's okay, you can work at home on your shawl or projects.  Then, when you are 

finished with it, you contact Tia LaPiana at tiasemail16@gmail.com, so we can receive 

your item. Then your work joins with ours and will be blessed by Father Michael before 

distribution.  

 

mailto:tiasemail16@gmail.com


Tuesday Women’s Study Group 

Did you know that we have a Tuesday Women’s study group? They  meet every 

Tuesday in Room 118 at 10:30. They  are presently reading “Sauntering Through 

Scripture” by Genevieve Glen, O.S.B., contemplative nun of the Abbey of St. Walburga 

in Northern Colorado. She is a retreat director, composer of hymn texts, poet, and 

essayist. She writes regularly on prayer and scripture for "Give Us this Day." Newcomers 

are always welcome! 

FILMING HELP 

Christ Church continues to livestream the 8 am and 10:00 am services so that those who 

cannot make in-person worship are able to feel part of our church community. This is 

an important ministry and each week, we have well over 100 views of the various 

services. We need occasional filming help with the 10:00 am Sunday service. This would 

not be a regular commitment, although it could be if someone is interested. Mainly, we 

want to cover the services when Vicki Schmelzer is unavailable. Live streaming requires 

familiarity with Facebook and a willingness to film while also attending the service. But 

the filming process itself is fairly easy. If anyone is interested please reach out to Vicki. 

 

 

The Christ Church Cycle of Prayer 

Each day during our Morning Prayer service we will pray for a few parishioners by name. 

This way, our entire parish will be prayed for by name at least once each year. 

Parishioners prayed for this week: 

 
Monday: Robyn, Kiril, Stefan & Alexander Gerin; Debbie,  John & Lexi Gilgannon 

Tuesday: Neil & Rita Grootenboer; Jane, Krishna, Jane & Rami Gudapati 

Wednesday:  Sarry, Mona, Ramzi & Dalia Habiby; Suzanne, Richard, Henry & William Hahl 

Thursday: Margaret Hartmann; Elizabeth Harper; Jo Ann & Fred Hartswell 

Friday:  Warren, Gail & Jay Hasbrouck; James, Mary, Katie & Amanda Hasler 

 


