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2018 ANNUAL MEETING
Christ Church, Middletown
in the

Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey
in the 316th Year of Founding

Sunday, January 28, 2018, 9:15 am

- AGENDA –
Call to Order and Invocation ........................................................... The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
Priest-in-Charge
Submission of the 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes .................................................................. Jane Foran
Vestry Clerk
Warden’s Report ........................................................................... Cynthia McCormack, Barbara Garrity
Wardens
Amendment of the By-Laws of Christ Church
per ARTICLE IX of said By-Laws (June 8, 1989)..................... The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
Amend ARTICLE V Section II:
Change “clerk who is a member of the Vestry” to “Clerk who is a member of the Parish”
Nominating Committee Report .............................................................................. Cynthia McCormack
Balloting
Commissioning of the 2018 Vestry ................................................. The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
2017 Financial Report ............................................................................................................... Clint Badal,
2018 Budget Presentation
Vestry Chair for Finance
Review of the Succession Process that brings ..................................................... Cynthia McCormack,
the next Priest-in-Charge to Christ Church ................................... The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
Remarks by the Priest-in-Charge ................................................... The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
Recognition of Retiring Office Holders .......................................... The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
Call to Adjourn – Benediction ......................................................... The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas

Thank you to Marty Truscott and the members of the Outreach Committee
for providing today’s Continental Breakfast
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PARISH ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP
- 2017 CHURCH WARDENS, OFFICERS, AND VESTRY
Church Wardens
Church Officers
Vestry

Cynthia McCormack, Barbara Garrity
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Treasurers
Robert Wilson, Patricia Robertson, Joyce Wright, Ronnie Warren,
Jane Foran, Clint Badal, Sandra Casci, Marty Truscott

STAFF
Clergy
Director of Children’s Formation
Director of Music
Organist
Director of Music/Organist
Parish Administrator
Sexton
Nursery Coordinator

The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton, Priest Associate
Theresa Blackburn Tuttle
Nancy Coffin (until April 1, 2017)
George Murphy (through March, 2017)
John Balme (from April, 2017)
Christine Ruland
Jordan Sisolak
Samantha Rossnagel

WORSHIP MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Sandra Casci; Acolytes: Peter Schabert; Altar Guild: Joyce Friedersdorff;
Eucharistic Ministers: The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas; John Marione, Scheduling
Coordinator; Eucharistic Visitors: The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas; Lectors and Intercessors:
Marty Truscott; Director of Music/Organist: John Balme; Ushers: Neil Grootenboer

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Marty Truscott; Annual Crop Walk: Cynthia McCormack; Intercessory Prayer
Chain: Christine Ruland; Family Promise: Barbara Garrity, Ronnie Warren and Pauline Dawson

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Cynthia McCormack; Tuesday Bible Study: Women of Christ Church;
Youth Group: Paul Dawson, Cynthia McCormack

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT/EXISTING MEMBERS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Joyce Wright; Coffee Hour Coordinators: Ronnie Warren, Joyce Wright

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT/NEW MEMBERS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Ronnie Warren

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Robert Wilson
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FINANCE ADMINISTRATION MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Clint Badal; Finance Committee Chair: Clint Badal; Pledge Treasurer: Lou
Friedersdorff

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Jane Foran; Christ Church Crier Editor, Production, Circulation, Layout:
Christine Ruland; Internet Website: Christine Ruland; Facebook: Theresa Tuttle, Patricia
Robertson; Annual Report: Christine Ruland

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Patricia Robertson

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATES
Paul Dawson, Pauline Dawson, Marty Truscott
Alternate: Lou-Anne Beauregard

MONMOUTH CONVOCATION DELEGATES
Judy Forys, Erna Sottile
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ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
315th Annual Church Meeting
Sunday, January 29th, 2017
Call to Order – Invocation:
Father William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge (Father Bill) called the meeting to order at 9:26 am
and opened with a prayer. He declared a quorum to be present.
Submission of the 2016 Annual Meeting Minutes:
Father Bill referenced the 2016 annual meeting minutes, noting that they were in the annual report
for all to review. Jane presented the minutes. Those present expressed their acceptance, and they
became part of the church record.
Warden’s Report
Cindy McCormack had no formal remarks. She referenced the Wardens’ Report which was printed
in the annual report and thanked everyone for their steadfastness to Christ Church. She also thanked
the vestry, noting that Kim Schuler’s work had been exemplary. Father Bill joined Cindy at the
podium and presented her with a certificate of recognition.
Barbara Garrity also referenced the Wardens’ Report and suggested anyone interested in showing
appreciation to Kim and to Joyce might do so by hosting a coffee hour. She added that the response
to Cindy’s stewardship remarks in church had been amazing. Everyone in the parish serves in some
way, shape or form. We need it all, and Barbara thanks everyone.
Nominating Committee
Barbara presented the candidates on the nominating committee
For Warden (2 Year):
For Vestry:
Christian Formation (3 Year):
Existing Membership Development (3 year):
New Membership Development (3 Year):
Monmouth Convocation delegates:
Diocesan Convention delegates:
Diocesan Convention alternates:

Barbara Garrity
Cathy O’Flynn King
Joyce Wright
Ronnie Warren
Judy Forys
Erna Sottile
Need 3
Marty Truscott, Pauline Dawson, Paul Dawson
Need 3

Additional delegates are still needed for the Monmouth Convocation in the future.
Father Bill thanked Barbara and asked if there were any comments or additional nominations. None
were made, and Father Bill declared the vestry nominations to be closed. He also declared the
Monmouth Convocation nominations closed, and next declared the Diocesan Convention delegates
closed, and added that there were no alternates, but that was not a concern. Don Kovalevich moved
and Paul Chaballa seconded the motion to accept the slate. All present affirmed by standing and the
nominees were officially accepted.
2016 Financial Report
Clint Badal reported on the budget, which began on page 28 of the annual report. He was pleased
to note a budget surplus for 2017 and pointed out that $25,000 had to be taken from reserves to
balance the budget in 2016. He explained that the 2017 budget forecast for collected pledges
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discounted actual pledges received by 7% to allow for the usual shortfall, based on actual giving in
previous years.
The Diocesan grant income for 2017 was reduced to $15,000 for 2017, the last year in which the
church will receive this grant. $6,250 is still outstanding from our 2016 payments. Cindy explained
that the purpose of the grant was to help Christ Church recruit and retain a new priest-in-charge,
and to continue to support us as we work toward financial stability. The payments did not always
come in exactly on schedule, and this was the reason for the outstanding $6,250 reflected on page
29.
Clint continued, reporting that the vestry had agreed to increase the projected earnings from events
such as the Calico Fair, the soup tasting, the “fancy dinner” and the cookie walk.
Clint invited questions and Joe Matusewski wondered about the money that was drawn from
reserves, and asked if it would be replaced. Father Bill explained that the replenishment of assets at
this point in time was less of a concern than returning the church to its status as a healthy member
of the diocese. It is important to contribute back to the diocese prior to replenishing our assets, and
we need to use the funds that we have to build a stronger church.
Clint added that we would monitor throughout the year to see how we were tracking. He reviewed
the budgeted expenses and asked for questions. Paul Dawson, Treasurer, added that some expenses
come directly from the diocese. Clint said that there was no extravagance in the budget and many
of the expenses were dedicated to keeping the operation moving forward. Father Bill added that
after last Sunday’s pre-annual meeting, another several thousand dollars in income was pledged.
He added that the vestry had accepted the budget and he was proud of their efforts in setting and
controlling the budget.
Paul added that the altar guild flower expense had been a negative because recently people have
donated to the flowers and the oil for the light as a memorial to family members. If that continues,
we will be able to cover all the flower expenses. In the past this has been a line that has cost us
money. He thanked those who contributed in honor of loved ones.
Finally, Clint thanked the vestry and the members of the congregation who showed up for the preannual meeting last week and also thanked Paul and Pauline Dawson, who accepted the role of coTreasurers for another year.
Priest in Charge remarks
Father Bill noted that he would further proclaim his thoughts in his sermon following the meeting.
He moved on to commission and introduce the 2017 vestry members and outline their duties. Judy
Forys wondered if it would be appropriate to also recognize Parish Administrator Christine Ruland
and Father Bill emphatically agreed. Cindy added that Theresa Tuttle also deserved
acknowledgement for her efforts with Christian Formation. Bill reminded everyone to read the
written report thoughtfully.
Quoting the letter sent by the Wardens to the congregation earlier this month, Bill said in closing,
“God is not done with us yet.”
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 am.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jane Foran, Vestry Clerk
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE REPORT
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas, Priest-in-Charge
The reports in this Annual Report exemplify the incredible leadership that guides Christ
Church. The very complete Warden’s report (thank you Cindy and Barbara!) covers so much of what
I would celebrate in a to Annual Meeting. The other reports again keep my report brief. I’ll just focus
in the next paragraph on what I have been doing quietly on behalf of Christ Church and the Diocese
of New Jersey ever since I arrived in May of 2015.
My work has always included preparing Christ Church for the call of a Priest-in-Charge who
could then be called to be the next Rector. Over the first year of my time with you I prayed to learn
if God was calling me to be that person. I wrote to the parish in May 2016 that 2015-2016 was the
year of Relationship/Renewal; 2016-2017 the year of Formation/Follow-thru which included
Consolidation/Infrastructure; 2017-2018 looked to Means/Method. These guiding goals have led to
the progress and great spirit we celebrate in this Annual Report.
As I noted in my sermon on Sunday, January 14, 2018, I realized in July of 2016 that God was
calling me to guide you towards your next ordained leader as God was inviting me to retire in the
fall of 2018. This discernment took the form of listening to the needs of Christ Church as well as my
own financial outlook. By June of 2017 I understood that I was retire from active parish ministry
while walking with you as the succession unfolds. I have printed my January 8, 2018 letter to the
congregation at the end of this report which puts on record my reasons and the overview of plan for
going forward.
We have accomplished much in the power of the Holy Spirit. Edna Marie and I know just
how blessed we were to fall into your midst. It has been a joy to help Christ Church prepare to find
what God has in store for you as you live into promise that was hidden for a brief moment just three
years ago. Indeed, as I note in my letter. The best is yet to come!
I look forward to guiding the process (thank you Bishop Stokes for your confidence in me
and Christ Church) that will reveal the person God has already chosen to be your next Priest-inCharge.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Bill
January 8, 2018
Dear Members of Christ Church,
It’s time. As 2018 unfolds it’s time for me to retire from active parish ministry. More
importantly, it’s time to acknowledge that Christ Church is more than ready to seek a priest to share
the vibrant spirit and ministries that make Christ Church Christ Church.
It’s time to put in place a succession plan that listens carefully to God and one another. I have
met with the Vestry and begun the final phase of my work with this announcement and plan that
guides Christ Church, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to find a priest who will continue to love you
as I love you. And, perhaps more importantly, a priest who will be loved by you as I know that I am
loved by you.
This plan begins with accepting the reality that my time with you was bound not so much by
a three-to-five-year window, but by your response to recovering your great sense of community and
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your energy in accepting the challenge to become once again what Bishop Stokes calls “a jewel of
the diocese.” Bishop Stokes will be with us on Sunday, January 21st to celebrate and preach at 10:00
am. After Coffee Hour, he will meet with the Vestry and myself to review our plan that will, with
God’s help, find the right priest for Bishop Stokes to appoint as Priest-in-Charge. The goal is to have
that gifted person in place on December 1, 2018: just in time for the new church year that begins the
next day with the First Sunday of Advent.
The plan calls for Cindy McCormack, who soon steps down as Senior Warden, to serve as the
chair of a Succession Committee. Rather than use the term “search” or “discernment,” succession
reminds us of all the good work shared over the last three years. There is no need for interim time.
Christ Church is ready to embrace the challenge to find the priest God has prepared to love, laugh,
and serve with you. I foresee a long and enriching relationship for Christ Church, Middletown and
our surrounding communities, and the Diocese of New Jersey. The Vestry will issue a charge to the
Succession Committee by our Annual Meeting on January 28th. The Vestry is also responsible for
selecting the members of this committee. Please feel free to let me or Cindy know of your willingness
to serve. The goal here is to bring together a representative group of parishioners that I train in the
art of discernment and the practice of search. While I will do all I can to ensure a great pool of
candidates, I will not be party to the actual selection process. This is the work of the Succession
Committee, our Bishop, and the Vestry, all in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Be prepared to come to Listening in Lent meetings. You will be invited to express your
thoughts on parish strengths and new priest strengths using a process that pinpoints qualities in the
categories required, expected, and delighted. Be prepared to pray deeply and often for those
involved directly in the work that will bring forth your next Priest-in-Charge. After a period
affirming that the right person was called, the Vestry will have the pleasure of electing this gifted
and loving leader to serve as your Rector.
I am a Professional Transition Specialist. My call has always been to prepare Christ Church
for what will unfold during the next twelve months. My surprise is the joy I found in you letting me
be me as we have accomplished much, with God’s help, over the past three years. October is the
time when retirement becomes practical as Edna Marie and I find our finances (Church Pension,
Medicare, Social Security, etc.) meet the requirements of age. We expect to return to New Bern North
Carolina and will be delighted to be near our daughter Melinda, grandson Cole, my mother Dorothy,
and my brother Jeff and his family.
Thank you for the privilege of being your priest. You have allowed me to participate in your
sacred story. This is a story I will enjoy sharing as I write and teach about the art of transitional
leadership within the freedom of retirement. We have lived my expression, “May the blessing of
God find you when you least expect it and need it most.” It’s time to be ready for the blessing bound
up in the words “The best is yet to come!” Christ Church is more than ready to share the best that is
to come with one very fortunate priest.
It’s time for the work to continue that reveals the best is yet to come!
Faithfully yours in Christ,
The Rev. Dr. William Carl Thomas
Priest-in-Charge
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CHURCH WARDENS’ REPORT
Church Wardens: Cynthia McCormack, Barbara Garrity

In our second full year under the leadership of our priest-in-charge, The Rev. Dr. William
Carl Thomas, aka Bill, Christ Church Middletown continued to grow in our love of Christ and
one another. The year’s focus was continuing to strengthen our parish programs, improve our
physical plant, and securing our financial standing.
We continued to respond in love to God’s call to serve. We supported outreach to our
neighbors in need through Lenten Alms, the CROP Walk, Cardboard Box City, the Seamen’s
Institute, Monmouth County Veterans Services Essential Needs Drive, the Thanksgiving and
Christmas In-gatherings, ASLAN Ministries, Clean Water Shoe Drive, our support of the Calico
Cat and the COG back-to-school and food pantry drives, our teams at the St. Mark’s Center for
Community Renewal, and hosting Family Promise. We also raised over $5,000 to send to 2017
hurricane victims. We began to address In-reach, an important need identified in our fall 2016
workshops on “What Makes our Church Our Church”. Edna Marie Thomas began a Sign-Up
Genius account, which immediately provided assistance through home-cooked meals to
parishioners after illness/surgery. It is also used for Family Promise volunteer sign-ups and has
significant potential as a tool for many other parish events and outreach. Joyce Wright and
Ronnie Warren, through tireless work and recruitment of new volunteers, ensured Coffee Hour
remained an example of welcome and fellowship to new and existing members.
The youth programs at Christ Church continue to thrive. Under the leadership of
Director of Children’s Formation, Theresa Tuttle, and working closely with Fr. Bill, Church
School attendance has remained steady throughout the program year with the addition of
several new families. The 1st floor “toy room” was refurbished as a children’s play room used
during summer worship and coffee hour. Christ Church hosted a Godly Play Regional Training
event and playfully explored Paul’s ministry in Vacation Bible School. Ten parishioners
participated in Fr. Bill’s First Intentional Communion preparation program and culminating
liturgy. The Youth Group took eleven members and chaperones to the Night Watch program
at St. John the Divine in NYC and were led at the midnight liturgy by our very own Fr. Bill.
Adult Formation has grown. The Christian Formation vacancy on vestry was filled by
Cathy O’Flynn. The Contemplative Prayer, Men’s Group, Tuesday Bible Study, Brighton
Gardens outreach and two EfM groups all continue to thrive. EfM, under the leadership of
Mentor Edna Marie Thomas, added a new Year One class, joining the Year Twos who moved
on to study the New Testament. Judy Kelso and George Speidel became co-mentors in the day
and evening EfM groups respectively. On December 3, 2017, ten adults participated in a joint
Confirmation/Reception liturgy celebrated by the Rt. Rev. Stacy Sauls. A first-ever Women’s
Retreat is planned for Spring, 2018.
The spring saw changes to the music program at Christ Church. Our long-time Music
Director, Nancy Coffin, retired after 18 years. To fill the combined Organist/Music Director
opening, Father Bill initiated a search led by Vestry Worship Chair, Sandra Casci, and a
committee of interested choir members and other parish musicians. The result of this
collaborative process was John Balme, a well-respected professional musician and teacher of
national reputation. His wife, Cindy Balme, an accomplished professional musician in her own
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right, has volunteered to nurture our youngest members into a children’s choir, who now
perform for the parish before 10:00 a.m. worship. Our adult choir and bell ringers have gained
several talented new members. Our acolyte program remains steady under the careful and wise
leadership of Peter Schabert and Head Acolyte Anna Schuler.
Our buildings continued to receive much attention in 2017. Among the many jobs
undertaken were the lower hallway painting and relocation of artwork, new carpeting in the
nave and narthex, and new flooring and paint in the children’s education classrooms. Much of
this work was accomplished thanks to parishioners’ volunteer labor and donations. With a
generous gift from the Ellwood Family, the vestry has approved renovation plans for the
undercroft. The flooring and lighting will be replaced in early 2018 and the space will be
renamed, Ellwood Hall. Theresa Tuttle led an effort to give life and color to Godly Play and
Holy Moly classrooms by painting much of the walls by herself. Thank you, Theresa! Financial
donations by two parishioners made possible the recarpeting of the Main Church. Special
thanks to Frank Kerfoot, Robert Wilson, Bruce Schower, Theresa Tuttle, Paul Dawson, Matthew
and Andrew King, Jordan Sisolak, Father Bill, and the many parishioners who labored long
hours and gave generously to make these projects happen!
As usual, fundraising events were an opportunity for fun and fellowship. The Calico Fair
returned on an unusually warm autumn day. Special thanks to Lauren Badal, Betty Truscott,
and Erna Sottile (and the many parish volunteers) for their excellent work. The Cookie Walk,
led by Michelle Cervone, Betty Truscott and Lauren Badal, returned and grew from its strong
inaugural in 2016. With the gracious hospitality of the Wright family, our parish picnic
continued to delight young and old, and we enjoyed air-conditioned coffee hour in the
“summer” lounge. Old favorites continued, like buying coffee for Outreach, Soup Tasting,
Shrove Tuesday pancakes, and Advent Spaghetti Dinner with Christmas carols. Chocolate
Sunday was back for an encore and was coupled with a retirement celebration for Nancy Coffin.
We also hosted a Blood Drive, Eagle Scout Ceremony, Scout Sunday celebration, and Graduate
Sunday. These are all evidence of a thriving community, growing in Christ’s love.
Sunday attendance continues to be strong and pledges for 2018 are on target to surpass
2017 levels. As we continue to shore up our finances, 2017 marks the end of Diocesan financial
support for our parish. In fact, we have pledged increases in our Marks of Mission Minimum
Giving to the Diocese over the next three years, rising from 6% in 2018 to 10% in 2020. The Vestry
is grateful to the Diocese for their continued support of the parish in 2017.
We have much to celebrate about 2017 and much yet to do. We are grateful to God, and
to Bill and Edna Marie, and all of you for the spirit and hope that are palpable among us. We
thank all of our members who labored, planned and supported Christ Church this year. This
Body of Christ has been through many transitions in its long life here on the Kings Highway.
With God’s help and our united commitment, we will grow into the plans He has for us. The
best is yet to come!
Cynthia McCormack and Barbara Garrity
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PARISH STATISTICS
At Year End:

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

433/231

*252/438

258/440

274/437

300/435

173/58

*118/69

120/76

150/90

160/89

36

17

47

50

44

111

103

81

90

103

Total Active Households Pledging (%) 64

*87

68

60

64

Members Active/Inactive
Households Active/Inactive
Church School Enrollment

For Full Year:
Pledging Units

Total Pledged ($)

290,184

281,182

209,254

229,593

276,810

Total Received ($)

273,155

250,888

196,191

235,491

269,616

94

89

94

103

97%

16

5

8

2

6

0/0

3/1

0

18/5

5/5

Marriages

5

0

1

5

0

Burials

7

4

6

6

11

Transferred In

6

6

5

13

0

Transferred Out

5

5

2

3

0

130

98

100

123

108

Pledge $ Received (%)

For the Year:
Baptism
Confirmed/Received

Average Sat/Sun Attendance

*The Church database was purged, March 2014.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Sandra Casci
Attendance at services has continued to grow over the past months. The replacement of the
carpet in the main church sanctuary has given the entire space a renewed vitality. The permanent
removal of the front row of pews permits additional space which has already been put to use by the
choir. Father Bill also envisages using this new configuration during wedding ceremonies. In
December Bishop Stacy Sauls confirmed five adults and received five adults into the Episcopal
church. During 2017 six infants were baptized.
Our Choir Director, Nancy Coffin, retired in April. She is succeeded by John Balme, who is
serving as Music Director combining the previous positions of Choir Director and Organist. John,
recognizing the shortage of male voices in our choir, is concentrating on anthems with only 3 parts
(soprano, alto, bass). Our Advent Lessons & Carols service featured a book of specially composed
arrangements of Advent and Christmas carols interspersed with portions of the readings we have
heard in the past. It was extremely well received.
John’s wife, Cindy, an experienced music teacher, has begun to form a children’s choir.
Currently composed of a handful of our youngest church school children, they often perform a piece
at the beginning of our 10 a.m. service. Father Bill then follows this with a brief weekly lesson for
all the Sunday School children before dismissing them to their classes.
Due to a shortage of pre-teen and teenage acolytes, adults are being invited to serve on the
team. It is especially heartwarming when grandmother Linda Barth serves alongside her grandson
Nicklaus Barth, as far as we know a first for Christ Church!
Sandra Casci
ACOLYTES
Coordinator: Peter Schabert
We have been blessed this year with a superb team of acolytes led by Anna Schuler as senior
crucifer with Jack and Owen Thurman now also experienced crucifers. Our torch and gospel book
bearers are Hope Stypinski, Stefan Gerin, Derek Jacobsen, Jason Faanes, Rich Malanowski, Juliet
Rossnagel-Tranberg and Nicklaus Barth with the recent and most welcome addition of Linda Barth.
Linda will be a tremendous asset for us with her great knowledge of church worship and provides
us with our very first grandparent/grandchild acolyte pairing! It is my hope that Linda’s joining our
group will inspire other adult Christ Church members to consider becoming an acolyte. Finally, I
continue to be ever grateful to the parents of our acolytes who meet the challenge of insuring that
their children adhere to the schedule often despite health and weather issues and other demands on
their time. They also were ever willing to serve as substitutes when needed. My thanks to all the
acolytes and their parents for all you have done this past year to perform this important ministry so
faithfully.
Peter Schabert
ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild prepares both the Historic and Main Churches for weekly services by setting
up the Altar, polishing silver and brass as needed and caring for the Altar linens. We also prepare
the church for baptisms, weddings and funerals. The Greening of the Church before Christmas and
decorating the church with lovely spring flowers for Easter are particularly pleasant events on the
Altar Guild schedule.
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Current members of the Altar Guild are: Linda Barth, Barbara Brown, Ann Burke, Pauline
Dawson, Judy Forys, Joyce Friedersdorff, Rita Grootenboer, Susan Hoffmann, Sue Murphy, Bonnie
Riedell, Melinda Rudnicki, Kim Schuler, Erna Sottile, George Speidel, Katie Tammaru, and Betty
Truscott.
The Altar Guild always welcomes new members and we hope that YOU will consider joining
us. We serve on teams and the commitment is just one weekend a month with on-the-job training
provided! No invitation is needed, merely a desire to serve God and Christ Church by tending to
His Altar.
Joyce Friedersdorff
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Thanks to the 2017 team for their support including: Clint Badal, John Bailey, Linda Barth,
Sandra Casci, Mauro Casci, Deb Ellwood, Fred Hartswell, Peter Schabert, Erna Sottile, Herb
Spaulding, George Speidel and Tom Warren. Deb and Tom have retired for 2018. We would like to
thank them for their service to this ministry.
We welcome all who would like to join us. Please contact me if you are interested.
John Marione
EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Eucharistic Visitors again brought Holy Communion to those in our congregation who were
homebound or hospitalized for a significant period of time. Thank you to Linda Barth, Sandra Casci,
Judy Forys, Erna Sottile, and Joyce Wright for serving as Eucharistic Visitors in 2017.
LECTORS AND INTERCESSORS
Parishioners serve Christ Church as lectors (those who read the lessons) and intercessors
(those who read the Prayers of the People). A total of 21 lectors and intercessors faithfully serve our
congregation at the 5:30 pm (Saturday), 8:00 am and 10:00 am Sunday worship services as well as at
our special services during Christmas and Easter. We always welcome new lectors and intercessors.
Please join us.
On behalf of the clergy, vestry and congregation, I want to thank all the lectors and
intercessors of our church community for their very important contribution to our worship
experience.
Marty Truscott, Convener of Lectors
MEMORIAL AND FINE ARTS COMMITTEE
The Memorial Garden was maintained by Capelli’s Landscaping with weeding and pruning of
existing trees and plants and removal of debris. The garden which enhances the Education Wing of
the church was also cared for by Capelli’s.
PARISH CHOIR
Director of Music/Organist: John Balme
This report will cover the 2nd half of the year in particular. In the spring of 2017, George Murphy’s
resignation was accepted, and Nancy Coffin decided to retire. The Vestry and Father Bill decided to
merge the Music Director and Organist positions into one position. In a casual conversation Paul
Dawson, a member of the adult community chorus my wife Cynthia and I run, asked if I knew
anyone who could play the organ and lead a choir. After a moment of surprise, I said “Yes I do; me”.
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After a period substituting as organist through the Easter season I was invited to join Christ Church.
I was very happy to accept. Upon starting work I found I had a small but very competent choir and
a smaller and enthusiastic bell choir. After completing the summer in the historic church we all set
to work getting to know each other. My first decision was to reduce the choir from SATB to SAB.
Luckily there is an enormous repertory of good church music arranged for this combination,
including a very well-known magazine of music selections. My next decision was to integrate the
Bell Choir into the liturgy by having them play for the entrance hymn. The third decision was to
suggest presenting a version of Lessons and Carols in a version that was mercifully short and was
tailored to suit a small excellent SAB choir. This was received very well in December. Father Bill also
prepared an excerpt version of The Innkeeper’s Witness, a very inventive and adroit resetting of the
Christmas story. Father performed part of this in December accompanied by the choir to great
success. Christmas saw the presentation of medley of carols for mixed instruments and piano before
the 10pm Christmas Eve service. Lastly in 2017, Cynthia started building the foundation for a
Children’s Choir. They sing before the 10am Eucharist most Sundays. Their enthusiasm far
outweighs their skill at this point, but the kids do enjoy it and having a majority of boys is quite
extraordinary.
In 2018 I plan to continue the performances structures in place and add some special events. Father
Bill and I are planning an Easter equivalent of Lessons and Carols. I have suggested bringing in the
Brookdale Concordia Chorale to sing a major Requiem on November 2nd, All Souls Day. The big
new project is that members of the Christ Church choir are joining members of the various Concordia
Chorales to travel to Exeter England and sing all the services in the cathedral for 5 days in mid July
of this year. They will sing a sung Eucharist and 5 Evensongs for which the music is expected to
change at each service! They will also sing a concert at Wells Cathedral. I was very pleased when
this opportunity dropped into our laps.
No doubt more ideas will develop as the year progresses. With the talent and enthusiasm I have
inherited here, I am confident all our musicians will continue to enrich the liturgical life of the parish.
Presented by: John Balme
Director of Music/Organist
USHERS
During the fall, winter and spring seasons, five teams of ushers support the 10:00 am service
on a rotating basis in the New Church while one team continuously supports the 8:00 am service in
the Historic Church. In the summer, the five teams are pooled into one group and teams of two are
formed to support the 10:00 am service in the Historic Church. This occurs as the attendance in the
summer is usually smaller. Scheduling attempts to take into consideration time away, principally
for vacations. Each usher for 10:00 am usually serves only one time during the summer. The 8:00am
team continues to support that service unchanged. The ushers also support holiday services for
Christmas and Easter and other special services. Participation on these occasions is based on
availability. The role of the ushers is to greet and assist churchgoers before, during and after the
service as well as to help our clergy complete the program of worship.
I wish to thank all the ushers for their commitment and service throughout 2017. At this time
I would like to acknowledge the service of Fred Best. Fred served as a team member for many years
while he lived in the area. Even after relocating to Florida, he still continued to serve on his trips
back, usually during Christmas and during the summer. Thanks for the help Fred, and your name
tag will remain on active status. Once an usher always an usher!
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We always welcome the opportunity to answer questions about the ushers and en-courage
anyone interested in finding out additional information to contact us.
Neil Grootenboer

OUTREACH MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Marty Truscott
This year, through the involvement and generosity of our church family, the Outreach
Committee shared the love of Christ with the poor, the hungry, the homeless, and the victims of
natural disasters in a number of ways. We touched so many lives, here and afar, with our tangible
expressions of compassion.
Where We Have Been
1. Family Promise. Our congregation provided hospitality, food and shelter to Family
Promise guests during four separate weeks (including part of the Memorial Day
weekend and just before Christmas) under the guidance of Barbara Garrity and
Pauline Dawson, our Christ Church Co-coordinators. We extend a warm thank you
to Barbara, Pauline, and each of the over 50 people who have given so generously of
their time and talents to this ministry. In addition, thank you to all those parishioners
that attended the Monmouth County Family Promise Dinner in May, an annual
fundraising event held by Family Promise, to help this organization meet their goals.
2. Cardboard Box City. We participated in the 8th annual Cardboard Box City held by
Family Promise of Monmouth County. Anna Schuler and Barbara Garrity gave up
sleeping in their homes for one night in exchange for pledges of support of Family
Promise services to homeless families with children in Monmouth County. We
encourage others to join in this overnight experience this Fall to raise funds to aid
homeless families.
3. St. Mark’s. Teams of Christ Church volunteers provide and serve meals at St. Mark’s
Center for Community Renewal on Saturdays. Thanks to all our Saturday volunteers,
and our special gratitude goes to George Speidel for the many ways he assists this
important ministry and our appreciation to Lauren Badal for preparation of the
volunteer schedule. There is always room for more volunteers; please contact George
Speidel or the church office.
4. Lenten Alms. The generosity of our church members yielded $1,715 in Lenten Alms to
the Episcopal Relief and Development for global needs.
5. Calico Cat Household Goods Drive. As a member of the Community Outreach Group
(COG), Christ Church helped staff the Calico Cat Thrift Shop and Pantry. Our church
also contributed $200 to the COG Back to School Program. In addition, the Calico Cat
Household Goods Drive collected throughout the year provided 28 complete bags of
household goods to needy families. Special thanks to Janet Chaballa and Kate
Chaballa for coordinating this effort all year long.
6. ASLAN. In Mid-August, volunteers provided over 90 complete lunches and snacks for
the ASLAN Youth Ministries Day Camp. In addition, funds were collected help offset
the cost of the day camp. Thanks to our faithful coordinators Erna Sottile and Lauren
Badal and to all those who helped with this ministry.
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7. Crop Walk. Our participation in this year’s Crop Walk saw ten walkers raise $1,557.
Thanks to Cindy McCormack for coordinating this activity.
8. Hurricane Relief. Our parishioners generously donated over $5000 to the Episcopal
Relief and Development (ERD) to provide relief and recovery to those impacted by
Hurricanes Maria, Irma and Harvey in Florida, Texas, the Caribbean and elsewhere .
9. Thanksgiving Ingathering. In accordance with our Christ Church tradition, our
Thanksgiving Ingathering provided each of 50 families with a complete turkey dinner
to St. Mark’s Pantry. Each person who contributed food items or finances, who helped
sort the food, who provided the boxes, who loaded and transported the food to St.
Mark’s, has the gratitude of our church and the thankful blessing of those 50 families.
This is always such a wonderful activity that involves our entire church. Thanks again!
10. Christmas Ingathering. Our Christ Church Christmas Ingathering provided many bags
of toys, stuffed animals and cold weather gear to a new recipient, Middletown Helps
Its Own. This organization has been in existence for several decades and Middletown
Helps Its Own distributes food and Christmas gift baskets to 250-300 needy
households in our area based on the donations and efforts of over a dozen social
service organizations and churches. Knowing that we helped bring the spirit of
Christmas love to more families and households is a warm reminder of the joy of
sharing with others. Thank you to all that donated!
11. Seamen’s Church Institute. Six large boxes filled with travel sized toiletries, collected
from parishioners during the year, were delivered to the Seaman’s Church Institute.
We are grateful to Erna Sottile for coordinating this ministry and delivering our
donations.
12. Financial Contributions. Quarterly financial support is provided to Family Promise, the
Community Outreach Group, Saint Mark’s Center for Community Renewal, and
ASLAN Youth Ministries totaling $1,150 per quarter.
13. Box Tops for Education. Our collection of Box Tops for Education shared with special
needs students in Brooklyn to purchase supplies is the largest of their various
contributors. In the past year, PS004K has raised funds through the BoxTops for
Education program. P4K is an elementary school of self-contained special education
classes located in Brooklyn, NY. Among others, its students include those with autism,
Downs syndrome, intellectual disabilities, and multiple disabilities. In 2017 a total of
879 box tops were collected, worth $87.90. This is a wonderful project that converts a
portion of discarded packaging to buy materials to reinforce learning for children with
severe autism and other learning challenges. Thanks to Barbara Garrity for overseeing
this effort.
14. Our second annual “Souper” Bowl collection in which we “vote” for our favorite Super
Bowl team donated $373 to St. Mark’s Community Center in Keansburg.
15. Special donations were given to Fairview First Aid and the Old Village Fire Company.
16. Essential Goods Drive. Winter clothing and other needed items were collected in
January for the homeless in Monmouth County. The drive was coordinated by Bill
Gardell and Christine Ruland in conjunction with the Monmouth County Division of
Aging, Disabilities and Veteran’s Services.
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17. Cinderella’s Closet. A gift of $100 was sent to Cinderella’s Closet. This organization
provides prom dresses for disadvantaged young woman who are graduating from
high school.
How We Are Funded
Outreach is a ministry of our entire parish. Thanks to each of you, we are able to work
together to share the love of Christ with those in need. Specifically, Outreach Funds come from the
following sources:
1. The Outreach portion of the annual church budget;
2. The quarterly coffee sales – special thanks to Erna Sottile, and Ann Burke
3. An anonymous annual gift of $1,000 from the Outreach Gift Liability Fund, for which
we are sincerely grateful; and,
4. Your donations through the year. Thank you for your gifts.
Where We Are Going
Our prayers of gratitude for those who have participated in the Outreach Ministry this past
year are matched only by our prayers of encouragement for those who continue to serve and for
those who will assume new roles in the future.
Our Outreach efforts are concrete ways of putting our faith into action. It involves your
contribution of time, talent and treasure to assist others in need. Please pray that we can continue to
build upon this labor of love.
Marty Truscott
ANNUAL CROP WALK
The 37th Annual Red Bank CROP Walk was held on October 15, 2017. Thirteen people from
Christ Church supported this year's walk, including: Sandra Casci, Jason Faanes, Kate Chaballa,
Dalia Habiby, Andrew King, Anna Schuler, Jack Thurman, Owen Thurman, Amelia Tuttle, Emily
Strom, Paul Dawson, George Speidel and Cindy McCormack. With the generous support of the
parish, Christ Church walkers raised $1,557 for Church World Service, to be used right here in
Monmouth County and in some of the neediest locations on earth. The Red Bank Walk is one of the
most successful in the nation and again raised over $100,000 with upward of 100 participating
churches, schools, and clubs. Twenty five percent of the monies raised will be distributed to local
food programs including Calico Cat Food Pantry, Aslan Youth Ministries, and Family Promise.
Cynthia McCormack
COMMUNITY OUTREACH GROUP
Christ Episcopal is one of the founding members of the original four congregations of what
is now known as “COG”. There are ten (10) area congregations which compose COG: Christ
Episcopal Church, Middletown Reformed Church, Old First Church, Lincroft Presbyterian Church,
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Middletown United Methodist Church, St. Leo the Great RC
Church, St. Catharine’s RC Church, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, and Holmdel
Community United Church of Christ.
Thank you to the members of your congregation who faithfully volunteer with COG Inc.
either on the Board of Trustees or as a Volunteer in the Thrift Shop, Sorting Department, Emergency
Food Pantry, the Cupboard or the Emergency Assistance Fund and Auto Repair Program.
Thank you to those in your congregation who represent COG Inc. on the Board of Trustees
at their quarterly meetings. Special thanks to Christine Ruland, Parish Administrator and to Bruce
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Schower who interact with the members of our executive committee and daily Team Leaders and
Coordinators in the Calico Cat.
BIG News! Big Numbers! Big Thank You!
Thank you for your continuing donations of clothing, shoes, bric-a-brac, accessories, small
furniture, small household appliances, linens, sheets, jewelry, blankets, books etc. Thank you for
other income donations received from your congregation to COG Inc., such as The Emergency
Assistance Fund, The Auto Repair Program Fund, Back-to-School Contributions, Christmas Giving
Tree Donations, and Food Pantry donations.
In 2016, the Board of Trustees of the Community Outreach Group distributed $48,000 to other
non-profits.
2017 was a record breaking year for distribution of funds to other non-profits. We distributed
$62,000 to 15 non-profit organizations which expand our mission to help those in need.
Lastly, we have over 80 Volunteers who volunteer their time to run the Thrift Shop, the
Emergency Assistance Fund, the Auto Repair program for qualified individuals, the weekly Food
Pantry and the once a month Evening Food Pantry for income qualified working families. We’re
open 6 days a week. If you have 2-6 hours available where you can “make a difference” in the lives
of those who need our help, please think about joining the Community Outreach Group. We will
train you on how things work. So, think about it….and call Bev Scarano, President 908-896-1682 for
more information; or stop in one day and ask for the “Team Leader” on duty.
Beverly Bova Scarano, President, COG, Inc.
INTERCESSORY PRAYER CHAIN
The Christ Church Prayer Chain is a group of people who remember confidential requests
before God daily, linking to form a chain of intercession and petition. It has been in operation since
1992. The volunteers provide support, faith and hope to those for whom they pray in times of need,
loss, illness, joy and trouble. Intercessions are very powerful and bring us together in faith and
fellowship. Please contact the Christ Church Office if you would like to coordinate the group.
Email your confidential prayer requests to Christine@ChristChurchMiddletown.org, or by
calling the Church office at 732-671-2524.
Christine Ruland
FAMILY PROMISE
Christ Church has been an active Family Promise (FP) participant for 16 years. We were the
first host parish for the first FP family as the program began in July 2001.
In 2017 Christ Church provided lodging and meals for:
•
•
•
•

17 families (50 people), comprised of 19 adults and 31 children through
4 rotations in January, May, October and December – including part of
Memorial Day Weekend, and the week before Christmas!
77% of families were single parent households
58% of the children were 5 and younger

We are one of 13 Monmouth County “host” congregations. As hosts, we feed and house FP
guests for a week 4 or 5 times per year. Through 2017 Outreach gifts, we gave $1,200 to support the
FP mission. Parishioners also contributed directly via Cardboard Box City (which included our
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youth) and the FP fundraiser dinner. As hosts and financial supporters, we are a vital part of serving
our needy neighbors.
A Ranney School alumni family has faithfully supplied dinner every Tuesday, and
Westminster Presbyterian Church will bring dinners every Saturday, for all of which we are
thankful. We welcome other groups that might support our hosting. With Pauline now our parish
FP co-coordinator, we also need a dinner coordinator. Please let us know if you are interested, or
know of possible support groups.
The Jon Bon Jovi Soul Kitchen in Red Bank continues to serve dinner to our guests every
Friday. This not only helps the host congregations, but also gives our guests the luxury of choice –
truly a treat during a stressful time!
Pauline Dawson, Melinda Rudnicki, Wendy Carofano and Linda Barth, our parish
coordinators for dinners, evening hosts, overnight hosts and pantry needs, respectively, keep us a
well-oiled machine as we serve our Family Promise neighbors. Special thanks to Maria Kerfoot who
filled in for Wendy while she was in Mozambique! It is wonderful to have such dedicated, and fun,
ministry volunteers.
Thank you to our parish volunteers, new and long-serving! Each rotation it takes 50+
volunteers to be gracious hosts. It is inspiring to see the Holy Spirit at work in our lives through our
guests and each other. We welcome new volunteers, and offer training and hand-holding. It’s a
great way to make new Christ Church friends!
Christ Church Coordinators (2017)
Barbara Garrity & Pauline Dawson: Co-coordinators for Christ Church
Melinda Rudnicki: Evening Host Coordinator
Pauline Dawson: Dinner Coordinator
Wendy Carofano (and Maria Kerfoot): Overnight Host Coordinator
Linda Barth: Pantry Coordinator
Tom Warren & Don Kovalevich: Linens and Set up Coordinators
Family Promise of Monmouth County Staff:
Linda Stahl, Interim Executive Director
Brianna Freno, Case Manager
Michael Siciliano, Van Driver and IT
Mike Ferrador, Weekend Van Driver
Barbara Garrity & Pauline Dawson, Co-coordinators
ST. MARK’S CENTER FOR COMMUNITY RENEWAL
“Feed my sheep. Tend my flock.” The Kitchen is open seven days a week, 365 days a year,
serving 25, 500 hot meals per year.
Three teams from Christ Church serve monthly on Saturdays and Mondays, led by Clint
and Lauren Badal, Marty and Betty Truscott, and George Speidel and Alana Hoy. Each team is
supported by six people helping to prepare and serve the food. We always need help, and invite
you to ask questions about this worthwhile ministry. Please call George at 732-615-9809.
“You don’t need to love to give, but you have to give if you love.”
George Speidel
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION
HOLY BAPTISM
In 2017 we welcomed six new Christians to the Body of Christ through the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism: William Jacobs Brown, William Michael Letts, Julia Kimberly Bickerton, Ayden Michael
Soranno, Zoë Julia Vogt, and Julianna Rose Scotto DiClemente.
CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Formation: Theresa Blackburn Tuttle
2017 was a wonderful year of training, teaching, and renovation for our children’s program. Over
Lent, Father Bill taught his second First Intentional Communion class to a sizeable group of
children. In this engaging and fun four-week course, Father Bill taught the children the true
meaning of communion. At the close of the program, Father Bill officiated a first intentional
communion ceremony for the children who participated. As part of the ceremony, the children
received both a cross and a copy of the Book of Common Prayer.
In April, Christ Church hosted two Godly Play workshops. Godly Play is a strong curriculum that
is based on a Montessori philosophy of teaching. Led by Dawn Stewart, both classes were
wonderful opportunities for continued education for experienced teachers and for first-term
training for our new recruits, too. There is a great emphasis on storytelling in the Godly Play
curriculum. During the workshop, master storyteller Dawn inspired us with her lessons and gave
us much feedback and many tips to help us polish and hone our storytelling and teaching skills. In
January, we held the third and last Godly Play workshop in the series. I am very grateful to all the
teachers and parishioners who attended one or more of this classes. Each class is a full day 8 hour
class with only a short break for lunch, so I am very thankful to the following people for giving a
significant amount of their time and energy to this training program: Cindy McCormack, Katie
Perrotto, Sammi Rossnagel, Kristin Sparaco, and Edna Marie Thomas.
In July, Christ Church co-hosted Vacation Bible School with The Reformed Church. The theme of
the week was “Paul and the Underground Church”. While the bible camp was held on Reformed
Church property this year, many Christ Church parishioners and staff worked hard to help make
this a successful week. Christine Ruland handled registration of campers. Cathy O’Flynn attended
a planning meeting and helped in the planning stages of camp. A few days before camp, Paul
Chaballa, Paul Dawson, Frank Kerfoot, Bruce Schower, and Jordan Sisolak teamed together to
raise our large striped tent that provided needed shade to our campers. Paul Dawson made his
debut this year at VBS – he prepared thoroughly for the roles of both teacher and performer.
Appropriately enough, Paul played biblical Paul and Pastor Trish of Reformed Church played his
prison guard. Their daily skits were a hit with the campers.
Judy Forys gave generously of her time at VBS, too, volunteering in the classroom. Jill Dawson
served each day on the snack team, and I served as the craft teacher. Amelia Tuttle also served as a
teen helper in the youngest class, and kept busy washing little hands in that large group. I am
grateful to all our volunteers for their hard work and dedication to this VBS ministry.
Renovation!
When preparing to host the Godly Play workshops, I took a close look at our classroom and
realized it would be more presentable if we replaced the well-worn carpet. In June, Paul Dawson,
Matthew King, and Andrew King replaced that thread-bare carpet with a beautiful laminate floor.
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When they encountered an engineering challenge, Frank Kerfoot also volunteered to serve as their
engineering consultant. I am very grateful to this team for their hard work on this sweaty project. I
also appreciate the craftsmanship they gave to this effort – for example, when they noticed a
slightly uneven part of the floor, they took the time to remove quite a few boards and re-do much
work. After I took one look at the beautiful new classroom floor, I was inspired to give all the walls
a fresh coat of paint, so the first day of church school, the Godly Play children to a very spruced up
classroom.
In September, our church school got off to a strong start. 10 children registered for our Spark class
for fifth and sixth graders. In our Holy Moly class for 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders, 10 kids were
enrolled, and in all Godly Play class for our youngest, 6 students joined us. In the Spark class, the
lesson includes a good mix of fun activities and Bible study. The Holy Moly lessons include a
whimsical video each week and a craft. In our Godly Play classroom, our youngest kids enjoy a
Montessori style approach of teaching. In all, we have 26 children registered for church school and
we are thankful to have a thriving church school.
I am very grateful to the continued dedication of our church school teachers. Cindy McCormack,
Perrotto, and Christine Stockhausen continue to teach our Godly Play class. In our Holy Moly
classroom, Trish Thurman teaches, and we are fortunate that Mandi Ball is using her teaching
talents, too, and is also serving as a Holy Moly teacher. Craig Jantz instructs in Spark class. Sammi
Rossnagel serves as caregiver in our nursery. Our church is fortunate to have such dedicated and
experienced parishioners teach in our church school.
This year, we continue to set aside space in the Undercroft for the children in the area we named
the Kids’ Corner. In the winter, we added a beautiful cedar play house to the Corner. Parishioner
Joe Matusewski, a former engineer, had generously volunteered to assemble the house.
Unfortunately, Joe passed away before he could carry out that project. To our pleasant surprise,
Joe’s son, Joe Jr., stepped up and volunteered to build the play house. He spent two full days
carefully putting it together and we are grateful to him for handling this project. The Christ
Church kids love this little house and enjoy having a part of the room that belongs to them.
Theresa Blackburn Tuttle,
Director of Children’s Christian Formation
CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR YOUTH
The highlight of 2017 for the Youth Group was NightWatch Crossroads at the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine in late March. Seven youth were joined by four adult chaperones for an overnight
retreat in Manhattan, which culminated with Father Bill celebrating midnight Eucharist in the
Cathedral. Service continued to be a recurring theme for our group and the year started with the
collection of dozens of bags of essential items for the Monmouth County Veterans Services Homeless
Collection Drive. Youth also took part in Family Promise’s Cardboard Box City, the Red Bank Crop
Walk, and helped with the Thanksgiving and Christmas Ingatherings. In the spirit of service, they
also volunteered at many parish-wide events, including serving at the Pancake Supper and
Spaghetti Dinner, Cookie Walk elves and staffing the games, face-painting and pumpkin patch at
the Calico Fair. Our Sunday morning meetings in the spring explored the life of Paul and in the fall
we examined our lives within the Baptismal Covenant of the Episcopal Church. Special thanks to
Michelle Cervone, Samantha Rossnagel and Paul Dawson for their continued help with leadership
of our youth.
Cynthia McCormack
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY (EfM)
The Education for Ministry program of Adult Christian Formation began in September with
two groups of Christ Church seekers. One group of seven meets on Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to
1:30 PM and another group of twelve meets Wednesday evenings from 6:00-8:30.
Education for Ministry is an initiative of the School of Theology at The University of the
South, Sewanee. The program has nurtured spiritual growth and deepened understanding of our
heritage for 42 years. (see www.efm/sewanee.edu for a complete overview of this unique program.)
The four years of study, with enrollment one year at a time, covers the Hebrew Scriptures (Old
Testament), New Testament, Church History and Theology.
This year, Christ Church's nineteen participants are a combination of year one and year two
meeting in a "one-room school house" format. The readings are challenging, thought provoking,
sometimes disturbing, and always enriching. While exploring living faithfully in the world today
as Christians, and our relationship with God and one another, we discover the richness of learning
in community and the intimacy that develops when we feel safe and our opinions, questions and
leaps of faith are accepted without judgment.
Edna Marie Thomas, EfM Mentor
CHRIST CHURCH MEN’S GROUP: KNIGHTS OF PANERA
On Saturday mornings at 7:30AM, Father Bill and a small group of men meet at Panera’s in
Middletown to discuss spiritual and religious topics. This group is working through The Pilgrim
Road by Albert Holtz, O.S.B. All are welcome to join us whether or not you are a member of Christ
Church.
John Marione
CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

Our prayer group meets at 9:30 on Tuesday mornings. We are grateful that we have grown from
two or three to eight members this year. We welcome anyone who would like to join us; all it takes is a
willing heart and a desire to be in God’s presence.
Ann Burke
TUESDAY WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP
The Women's study group meets every Tuesday in the library from 10:30 AM to noon. The
group is presently reading The Lord is My Shepherd - Healing Wisdom of the 23rd Psalm, by Harold K
Kushner. We will choose an appropriate book for our Lenten study. We are a friendly group and are
growing. We always welcome new members. Our meetings are followed by lunch at a local
restaurant where fellowship and sharing continues.
Judy Forys

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: NEW AND EXISTING MEMBERS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Joyce Wright, Existing Membership; Ronnie Warren, New Membership
The past year of 2017 has been exciting and rewarding for Christ Church’s membership; we
are moving forward to build the body of Christ. The membership team has worked closely together
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(Existing and New Membership) to provide coffee hour each Sunday so that parishioners can enjoy
this time for fellowship and enjoy the Holy Spirit at work. We give thanks to the many new and
existing members who have stepped forward to host delicious coffee hours which provides valuable
time for socialization. In addition to new members stepping up to both bake and host coffee hour,
on many Sundays these were two different contributions. Several brought their specialty
confections, while another family or individual did the actual hosting and set up. Finally, we have
begun two new incentives for hosting: Families may opt to host in memory, or in honor of, or in
celebration of, a person or event dear to them; AND we have begun asking our parish groups to step
up. Last year, the Women’s Tuesday group, the Youth Group, EFM, and the Men of Christ Church
all held Coffee Hour in addition to the traditional hosting by Outreach (Annual Meeting) and
Stewardship (Stewardship Sunday).
There have been so many special events that our entire parish “pitched in” to make these
occasions possible; visitation from the Bishop, visiting clergy, Baptisms, First Intentional
Communion and five repast events. The Christ Church Picnic was held on a beautiful clear (and
very hot) day in September with over 100+ in attendance, including a Bounce House for energetic
children, great burgers, and many desserts. Christ Church is blessed to have continued our Nursery,
“Jimmy’s Room” with our own Samantha Rossnagel to care for our littlest parishioners. In 2017 we
welcomed twenty-six new members to the Christ Church family. It has been another abundant year
and we continue to be blessed by our members, new and existing.
Joyce Wright

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Robert Wilson
In providing a report for 2017 Building and Grounds accomplishments, I am going to share
with you some of the people to whom I/we need to thank for their efforts and commitment to
improving our parishioners' needs:
Jordan Sisolak, our Sexton has continued to take control of our cleaning needs and done a
great job in the continued care for our services in all our buildings and property management.
Frank Kerfoot maintained a fantastic relationship with maintenance contacts, and his efforts
in numerous alternatives have made it very easy for us to 'request' that Frank take over as the new
B&G Vestry Member.
Former B&G Vestry Chair, Bruce Shower has also continued his efforts in relationships with
people like Al Cooke and Andy Capelli who have provided their company's support for our parking,
grounds, tree services, and cleanup in various areas.
Going forward, the NJ Historic Trust and Monmouth County Engineers project for the corner
traffic light WILL be completed soon and it will provide both an ADA compliant crosswalk as well
as access to our parking lot.
I also want to express a Wilson Family 'THANK YOU" to our Vestry members as well as our
Parishioners for the wonderful treatments received by our children who were all Confirmed at
Christ Church and to confirm our upcoming 'movement'' to Delaware. My/our participation in
Christ Church has provided numerous events and blessings that have allowed very special feelings
in our hearts for the parishioners and our love for you ALL!
Robert Wilson
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FINANCE ADMINISTRATION MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Clint Badal
FUNDRAISING
Cookie Walk
Our 2nd Annual Cookie Walk was a great success! The Cookie Walk complimented by the
Holiday Shop and Accessory Boutique raised over $2,500.00! Thank-You to all who baked,
volunteered and supported the Cookie Walk, and thank you to Dan Thurman for advertising the
event on Facebook. We couldn't have done it without each of you! Thanks Again!
Michelle Cervone
Calico Fair
Every single fair is memorable – missing banners and the threat of a torn-up Kings Highway
made this one was especially memorable. And yet, despite that and a hundred other challenges all
of us faced at that time, we can look back to another successful fair where the Christ Church family
came together to work, to laugh and to play….and to raise in excess of $14,000. Again, thank you to
each and every helping hand and encouraging word – we proved once again that, together, we can
do just about anything we set our minds to.
Here’s to 2019 – wishing the new Fair Chairs - Maria and her mighty team - much success
and that they will come to share our profound thanksgiving for each of you.
Betty, Erna and Lauren

COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Jane Foran
Communications ministries strive to publish up-to-date information regarding church
services, events, and parish news through our weekly announcements, periodic newsletters, parishwide emails, Facebook, bulletin boards, and the church web site. Paper copies of the emailed
newsletters are provided in the Narthex of both churches for those who do not have email. Thank
you to Joyce Friedersdorff for your proof-reading skills. Finally, we've improved access to volunteer
participation by subscribing to signupgenius.com, which has facilitated signups for Family Promise,
the Calico Fair, and other "inreach" events, including meals for fellow parishioners.
Improvements coming in the new year include an upgraded website and a new vestry
position dedicated specifically to Church communications. Look for implementation of exciting new
campaigns and outreach strategies.
Once again, we are always looking for opportunities to spread the news of events,
happenings and outreach at Christ Church. If anyone has an interest in joining the Communications
ministry, please let Father Bill know of your interest.
Jane Foran

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
Vestry Chair: Patricia Robertson
First, let me say thank you for allowing me to serve on the vestry as chairperson of the
Stewardship committee. It has been a learning experience and I was happy to be part of the decisionmaking for Christ Church.
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Stewardships involves more than just money, it also reaches out to solicit time and talent
from our parishioners. If everyone does just a little the jobs get done so much easier. We have
numerous opportunities for members to join in the many and varied groups that we have here at
Christ Church. However, we do have to admit that all the volunteering in the world will not help if
we do not have the money to pay the gas bill (we had a Sunday that some of us thought perhaps
that is what happened when there was no heat in the main church).
That is why your Stewardship committee begins in the fall to ask you to make a financial
commitment for the next year, so that we can prepare a budget and hopefully have more than just
enough to pay the bills. We would also like to have money to make improvements, support our
Diocese and move forward with new programs.
We have had a successful campaign this year and I thank everyone that made a pledge. If
you did not it is not too late you can still put one in. Remember you can always change the amount
if your circumstances change during the year.
Also, let me encourage all members to consider serving on the vestry of the church. It is a
rewarding experience and you will have the chance to influence policies and programs for the future.
Again, thank you for letting me be a part of the vestry for the past 4 years.
Patricia Robertson
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$388,772

$396,592

$332,184

$307,806

$290,184

$281,182

$209,254

$229,593

$276,810

$2,777

$2,895
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$2,764

$2,778

$2,720

$2,556

$2,551

$2,687

PLEDGES
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PLEDGED
AVERAGE
PLEDGE
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SUMMARY OF PARISH ACCOUNTS
Summary of Fund and Liability Account Balances - YE 2016 vs YE 2017
Change
FY 16 to
12/31/2016
12/31/2017
FY17
Major Improvements Fund Balance
Memorial Funds
Rector Discretionary Fund
J2A Pilgrimage Fund Balance
Altar Guild Fund Balance
Tent Fund Balance
CC Youth Programs Fund Balance
Family Promise Fund
Kitchen Improvement Fund Balance
Calico Cat Bldg. Fund Balance
Coffee Sales Outreach
Outreach Fundraising Fund
Godly Play
Gift Liability
Thanksgiving Donation Liability
Vacation Bible School
A/C Fund Balance
Pre Paid Pledges**
Women's Retreat**
Cemetery Headstone Repair Fund Balance**
Undercroft Renovation Fund Balance**
Other Funds Net

-23,118
42,233
2,939
9,384
-395
2,100
3,670
1,521
732
800
100
1,412
700
7,000
445
1,195
850
0
0
0
0
2,868

-21,574
45,583
2,154
9,384
-395
2,100
0
1,667
732
4,150
483
1,016
700
6,000
682
289
850
21,549
800
12,814
31,000
-51

1,544
3,350
-785
0
0
0
-3,670
146
0
3,350
383
-396
0
-1,000
237
-906
0
21,549
800
12,814
31,000
(2,919)

Total Designated

54,436

119,932

65,496

Operating Fund Balance
Invested Funds

-29,563
134,179

-24,521
145,967

5,042
11,788

Total Funds

159,051

241,378

82,327

**

2018 Earmarked Use Funds

66,163

Fund Raising Net of Expenses
Calico Fair
Cookie Walk
Soup Tasting
Spaghetti Dinner
Pancake Supper

14,770
2,590
713
368
193
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2017 BUDGET REPORT AND 2018 BUDGET
General Operating Accounts

I. Receipts
4.10.1005
4.10.1010
4.10.1015
4.10.1016
4.10.1025
4.10.1030
4.10.1031
4.10.1034
4.10.1035
Total Receipts

Plate Offerings/Donations
Prior Year Pledge Payments
Current Year Pledge Payments
Reserve Fund Transfer
Building Usage Donations
Investment Income
Diocesan Grant Income
Altar Guild Income Flowers
Fund Raising

2017Actual

2017 Budget

2018 Budget

41,683
260
269,616
10,146
6,870
45
25,000
7,364
18,635
379,618

45,000
500
257,200
--3,600
2,020
21,250
--24,000
353,570

41,000
500
270,000
--5,000
4,000
--7,000
7,000
334,500

5,200
182,637
79,680
52,844
10,987
15,150
2,022
452

5,200
194,090
77,269
46,242
9,890
8,650
1,000
200

21,256
181,727
55,207
49,648
10,700
14,100
1,000
800

348,972

342,541

334,438

Diocesan Grant Income

(25,000)

Total Receipts Net of Diocesan Grant

354,585

II. Disbursements
Diocesan Support
Parish Staff
Staff Related Expense
Plant Operations
Parish Office
Parish Programs
Total Misc.& Contingencies
Parish - Other
Total Disbursements
Funding Excess
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2017 BUDGET REPORT AND 2018 BUDGET
2017 Budget to Actual Report and 2018 Budget
General Operating Accounts

2017 Actual

2017 Budget

2018 Budget

5,200

5,200

21,256

70,000
40,000
6,097
2,377
12,267
41,000

70,000
40,000
4,900
1,000
11,400
41,000

16,000
6,147
2,450
14,430
(3,670)

13,000
12,190
2,600
14,430
6,069

63,037
28,000
4,900
3,660
12,000
28,000
5,100
20,000
--2,600
14,430
---

182,637

194,090

181,727

Staff Related Expense
5.30.1005
Social Security/Medicare
5.30.1015
Workers Compensation
5.30.1020
Rector Pension Fund
5.30.1025
Rector Continuing Ed/Training
5.30.1030
Health Insurance
5.30.1035
Life Insurance
5.30.1038
Admin Pension Expense

6,824
1,076
19,803
2,924
44,122
228
4,704

7,240
1,008
20,793
3,000
41,000
228
4,000

5,000
1,000
17,587
3,000
26,990
230
1,400

Total Staff Related

79,680

77,269

55,207

2,338
8,620
307
3,935
1,756
685
652
8,786
4,657
19,050
2,058

4,008
7,944
265
3,620
1,740
750
756
3,000
5,400
16,884
1,875

2,400
9,448
300
3,900
1,700
700
700
5,000
5,000
19,000
1,500

52,844

46,242

49,648

Diocesan Support
Fair Share
Parish Staff
5.20.1005
5.20.1015
5.20.1020
5.20.1025
5.20.1030
5.20.1035
5.20.1036
5.20.1040
5.20.1045
5.20.1047
5.20.1050
5.20.1051

Rector Salary
Rector Housing Allowance
Rector Prof Expense
Assisting and Supply Clergy
Sexton
Parish Administrator
Bookkeeping
Music Director
Organist
Nursery Monitor
Dir of Children's Formation
Gift Applied to Dir C Form. Salary

Total Parish Staff

Plant Operations
5.40.1005
5.40.1010
5.40.1015
5.40.1020
5.40.1025
5.40.1030
5.40.1035
5.40.1040
5.40.1045
5.40.1050
5.40.1055

Oil (Historic Church)
Natural Gas
Electric (Historic Church)
Electric (Main Church)
Water
Sewer
Waste Disposal
Building Upkeep
Grounds Upkeep
Property & Liability Insurance
Elevator

Total Plant Operations
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2017 BUDGET REPORT AND 2018 BUDGET
2017 Budget to Actual Report and 2018 Budget
General Operating Accounts
Parish Office
5.50.1005
5.50.1010
5.50.1015
5.50.1025

Office Supplies
Telephone & Internet
Equipment Maintenance
Financial Management

Total Parish Office
Parish Programs
5.60.1005
5.60.1006
5.60.1010
5.60.1015
5.60.1025
5.60.1030
5.60.1031
5.60.1035
5.60.1040

Worship - Altar Supplies
Altar Guild Expense - Flowers
Worship - Choir & Music
Budgeted Outreach Expense
Communications - Postage
Christian Growth & Development
Children's Christian Development
Membership Dev - Existing
Stewardship

Total Parish Programs
5.70.1005
Misc. & Contingencies
Total Misc. & Contingencies
Parish Other
5.60.1045
Special Parish Events
5.10.1155
Coffee System/Supplies
Total Parish Other
Total Disbursements

Difference
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2017 Actual

2017 Budget

2018 Budget

3,918
2,591
2,325
2,153

3,600
1,680
2,270
2,340

3,600
2,600
2,300
2,200

10,987

9,890

10,700

1,118
6,578
1,276
2,200
1,061
498
1,341
399
679

1,200
1,500
1,500
2,200
1,200
400
--300
350

1,200
5,000
1,500
2,200
1,200
500
1,500
300
700

15,150

8,650

14,100

2,022

1,000

1,000

452
452

200
200

300
500
800

348,972

342,541

334,438
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RESOLUTIONS OF APPRECIATION FOR FAITHFUL SERVICE
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