
Announcements 
November 29, 2020 

Due to the recent spikes in new COVID-19 cases, all In-Person Worship is suspended for a period of two weeks, from 
November 29th through December 6th, Advent I and II.  The safety of In-Person Worship will be reassessed at that time.  
The Church Office is also closed, effective immediately; however, emails and phone messages will continue to be checked 
regularly.  Please contact Father Michael directly in the event of a pastoral emergency. 

Please visit the Church website or contact the office if you did not receive a copy of Father Michael’s recent letter. 

Live-streamed Services on the Christ Church Facebook page 
Mon-Fri:  7:30 AM Morning Prayer 
Mon-Fri        6:00 PM Evening Prayer  
Saturday:    5:30 PM Holy Eucharist, Healing & Recovery with live music  
Sunday:       8:00 AM Holy Eucharist  
   10:00 AM Holy Eucharist with live music 

Christmas Ingathering Drop Off 
This year we are partnering with St. Mark’s Center for Community Renewal to bring some Christmas joy to children of 
families in need.  The Christmas Ingathering Wish List includes: action figures, board games, dolls, cars and trucks, arts 
& crafts sets, building sets, gift cards, hats, mittens, scarves, sweatshirts, socks.  The new and unwrapped gifts for 
children of all ages may be dropped off at the Christ Church undercroft Saturday, December 5th from 10 am – 12 noon, 
and Sunday, December 6th from 11 am - 1 pm. Thank you!       Erna Sottile 
 

Outreach Coffee/Hot Chocolate Sale 
The next Outreach Coffee and Hot Chocolate Sale will be held Saturday, November 28th through Sunday, December 
6th.  Delivery of the coffee will be no later than December 20th.  Stock up for the holidays and the long winter ahead.  
This is also the perfect opportunity to complete your Christmas gift list.  We will have the famous Christmas blend as 
well as 20 other choices of coffee.  This will be an online sale.  Please visit the Christ Church website, and click on the 
News tab to view the order form. (https://christchurchmiddletown.org/news).  If you wish to place an order, please 
email Erna Sottile with the Item Number, Quantity, and desired grind of coffee.  (Please email the church office if you do 
not have Erna’s email address) All orders must be prepaid, either by paper check mailed to the Christ Church office or 
visit https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate to make an online payment (select Outreach Coffee Sale). All coffees 
are fresh-roasted and ground to order (whole bean is also available) by our local company, Jersey Shore Coffee Roasters.  
All profits from the coffee sales support Christ Church Outreach ministries.  Thank you! 
 

Shop During The Holidays & Make Money for Christ Church  
Christ Church is a recognized charity on Amazon Smile, the philanthropic arm of Amazon.com. Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon Smile purchases to Christ Church. There is no cost to you for using Smile and 
all administrative costs are underwritten by Amazon so we receive 100% of the donation. While the donation from each 
individual purchase might seem small, the total purchases over time by many people could be a significant amount. 
(Please note that “Subscribe and Save” purchases are not eligible.) Starting is very simple: Copy and paste the following 
link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/21-6019173 and you will be taken to smile.amazon.com where you will 
automatically be asked if you want to support Christ Church. That’s all it takes. Going forward, just make sure that 
your browser has taken you to smile.amazon.com in order for your purchase to count.  
 

House Blessing 
In this time of pandemic when we are unable to see much of each other, I would like to propose a fun yet meaningful 
way for parishioners and priest to interact. How about I visit each of your homes and offer a house blessing?! A house 
blessing is a well known but underused rite offered by the church. Normally, it involves the priest sprinkling Holy 
Water and offering prayers in each room. However, with social distancing guidelines in place, I won't be able to enter 
your home, but I can come to your house, stand outside and offer the blessing. The whole service will take less than 15 
minutes. I'll offer the blessings on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and Saturday mornings. Please call the office to 
schedule your House Blessing! I promise not to embarrass you in front of your neighbors!  —Michael + 

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/news
https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate


The Christ Church Cycle of Prayer 
We want the whole to parish to be prayed for—not just collectively but individually as well.  Each day during our 
Morning Prayer service we will pray for a few parishioners by name. This way, our entire parish will be prayed for by 
name at least once each year. Parishioners prayed for this week: 

Monday: Frank, Amanda & Noelle Arcuri; Clint, Lauren, Michael & Elyse Badal; John Bailey; 
 John & Cindy Balme 

Tuesday: David, Mandi, Michaylin & Shannon Ball; Louis & Linda Barbarino 

Wednesday: Linda, Ralph Jr., Shannon, Darby, Morgan, Avery & Nick Barth 

Thursday: Sarah & Kyle Beeg; Harriet Behn; Michael, Cathy, Matt & Philip Bickerton 

Friday:  Richard Biernacki; Carole Brace; Barbara Brown;  
 Jean Brown & Thomas Proto 

Online Donations 
Donations may now be made on the Christ Church website for a single or recurring contribution. This secure site will 
allow payment through debit/credit card or your personal checking account. Your donation will be credited to your 
giving statement, and may be directed to specific areas, including Pledge, Outreach, Rector’s Discretionary Fund, and 
more. Your support of Christ Church is especially crucial during this difficult time, so we may be able to continue the 
ministries and mission of the church. We are most grateful for any contributions received online or through the mail. 
Thank you so much for contributing as you are able. To donate online, please visit the Christ Church website and click 
on the Donate tab  (https://christchurchmiddletown.org/donate). Thank you! 
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…to everyone who helped to make our Thanksgiving Ingathering so successful!  50 boxed 
dinners (plus 6 boxes of miscellaneous items) were delivered to St Mark’s Center for 
Community Renewal for the benefit of families served by them. 

...to Betty Truscott, Vicki Schmelzer and Lauren Badal for organizing the wonderful ‘party’ on 
the church’s front yard.  Over 40 parishioners stopped by to share friendship and homemade 
baked goods.   

...to Clint Badal who took pictures for our Christmas greeting slide show.  

...to the Christ Church youth group for boxing up the Thanksgiving donations, and to Cindy 
and Bill McCormack for once again delivering our donations to St Mark’s. 

...Special thanks to Christine Stockhausen Butler who assisted in almost every aspect of the 
Ingathering. 

What a blessed event this was – a true testament of our parish’s generosity and love of 
neighbor!   —Erna Sottile, Vestry for Outreach 

http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

